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THE 

LIFE 

O F 

LORD CLIVE, Baron PlaSsev. 


T H E laid right honourable Robert lord 
Clive, appeared in the faid court attended 
by general John Cirnac, Harry Verelft, 
Hugh AVatts, Randolph Marriott, Claud Ruffll, 
Thomas Rumbold, william Aldcrfe} , Thomas 
Kclfall, and Charles Fioycr, Efqis. and other co- 
venanted fervanrs, of the honourable company of 
merchants of England, trading to the Eaft Indies, 
and other principal inhabitants of Calcutta afore- 
faid, and then and theie produced a certain deed 
or writing which is contained in the following 
"words ; that is to lav. 

This Indenture made the firft day of October 
' in the Cxth year of the reign^-of our favereign 
lord George the Third, by the grace of God of 

Great 




to 

Great Britain, France and Ireland,' kin", defen-' 
dcr of tUc FaUh* &c .* in *h c ) car °f our ^A 
one thouf.uid feven hundred and fi\tv-fix, be- 
tween the united company’s of merchants of Eng- 
land, trading ter the Eaftlndics on the one parr ; 
and Robert lord Clive, baron Clive of Phfley, in 
the kingdom of Ireland, prefident and governor 
of Fort William, in the kingdom of Bengal, on 
the other part; uitnefleth, that in cnnfidcration 
of the faid Robert lord ClivVs being prefident 
and governor of Fort William i and in confidera- 
tion of the fevcral fum or. firms of money to be 
received by him, the faid Robert lord Clive, in 
manner following* that is to fay : The fum of ■ 
one and one eight percent, upon the revenues of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriva, favc anil except the 
revenues of the lands of the faid united company 
at Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnaporc, and Chitta- 
gong, to be paid unto him in monthly, quarterly, 
or yearly payments during the time he (hall con- 
tinue prefident and governor of Fort William 
aforefaid, and alfo in confideration of his falary, 
Hated allowances, and commiffion upon the mint,' 
Coral, and upon the freight goods, the faid 
Robert lord Clive, doth hereby for himfclf, his 
.heirs, executors and adminiftrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to, and with the faid united 
company and their fucceffors, that the faid Robert 
lord Clive, during the time he ffiall continue to 
be prefident and governor of Fort William afore- 
faid, lhall not dire&ly, nor indire&ly, upon any 
pretence or pretext, whatfoever, carry • 0 n, ufe, 
or exercife, any trade or commerce in the way of 
a merchant, or otherivife, traffic, adventure, or 

trade. 
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' f fa de, in any commodities whatever, at, to, in, 
or from, the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or Moj ■ 
cha, or in any part thereof, or elfewhc^e, between 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the ftreights of 
Magellan, cither ou his, awn account:, or in com- 
pany with, or for, or on account of any other per* 
fan or perfons, in any article of merchandize 
whatfover, (fave and except for the benefit of the 
Englhh Eaft India company, and except in fuch 
goods and merchandize as ihall be remaining on 
hand and" unfold at the time he, the faid Robert 
lord Clive, commenced ‘prefident and governor of 
Fort William, and wherein he now hath any {hare 
• or intereft, which* only he fhali or may fell, or 
difpofeof, or give commiflion or diredtions for 
felling the fame ; and further, fave ancl except, 
and it is the true intent and meaning hereof, that 
nothing herein contained (hall extend, or be con- 
ftrued to extend, 'to prevent, preclude, or hinder 
him the faid Robert lord Clive, from purcha- 
fing diamonds, or other precious (tones, provided 
he does not difpofe of the fame by way of barter or 
fate here, or in any other' part of the Eaft Indies, 
'or from fending or remitting his eftate or fortune to 
England, by bills, or in any other (hap e whatfbe- 
ver, (nor barter, felt, or exchange any kind of 
goods, wares, or merchandizes, nor except from, 
nor give to any perfon or perfons commiffions for 
'managing or tranfafling bufinefs, or affairs of mer- 
chandize (except as before is excepted) and the faid 
Robert loid Clive, doth hereby further covenant, 
promife, and agree, to and ruth the faid united 
company and their fuccefiors, that the faid Robert 
fhali not, nor will himfelf, nor fhntl 
wittingly 
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wittingly or willingly permit or fuffer r.ny other 
perfon or perlons in his name or to his ufe to ad- 
vance, lend, or place our, any fum or lums of 
money, at a greater rate, premium or inlcrell, than 
ten per cen. per annum, fn that the lead imcrelt, 
ihare, portion, or dividend, or any other profit, 
advantage, or emolument sshatfocser, (loll in re- 
fpeft thereof, exceeding the laid premium or in- 
tcrell of ten percent, per annum, as aforrfaid, arirc 
or acrue unto him the fnd Robert lord Clive, his 
heirs, executors, adminiftrators, or unto any other 
perfons svhatfoever, through friendlhip, favour, 
or influence, exerted by him in their behalf, con- 
trary to the true intent and fpirit of the oath here- 
onto annexed : and the faid Robert lord Clive 
doth hereby further covenant and agree, that he 
fhall not, nor will not, upon any account, or pre- 
tence whatever, d.reaiy or mdircflly , excent 
"b ? r " cs ‘ v<: r nor knowingly, wittingly, o? 
'Vilhngly fuffer or permit to be accepted, taken or 
received by any perfon or perfons, for his ufe or 
1 ?"“® for 1,1! h f its > executors, and adnsini- 
ftrators, or for any other perfon or petfons whate- 
ver, out of petfonal friendlhip to them or ro-ard 
dircftly orindircflly, an,}™.. 
c!s, efihas fum or fum- of money, whether bv 

performed or fsvours to be received oTlS? l'°n b u 

hereafter be depoft, ed, lent, received o^H t" 

his 



bf a ny other perfon or perfons in trull for him, 
nor knowingly permit or fufFer any other perfon or 
perfons’ to receive^ take, or accept of the fame or 
any part thereof, by his authority or influence, from 
any lung, prince, vizier, monfubdar, nabob, 
dewan,'fouzdar, zemindar, or from any other per- 
fon or perfons, natural born fubje&s of the Kail 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what degree, 
nomination or quality foever, or from any fervant; 
agent, or council of any king, prince, vizier, mon- 
fubdar, nabob, fouzdar or zemindar, exceeding the 
■talus or amount fpecified in the covenants with the 
laid united company : and the faid Robert lord 
Dive doth further covenant and agree, that no 
other emolument or advantage v/hatfoever (except- 
ing as herein excepted J (hall in any wife how foe- 
ver, dire£Uy or indire&iy, arife or accrue to him, 
his heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, or to any 
other perfon Whatfoever, through favour or fnend- 
fhip, either from his office, or tor or by reafon or 
means of the influence or authority he may have as 
prefident and governor, nor will he the faid Robert 
lord Clive receive, or knowingly permit any other 
perfon to receive any fee, gratuity, or advantage, 
from the dilpofal of any place, employment or of- 
fice to any European, or any other perfon whate- 
ver, in otout of the company's fervice, and in or- 
der to a difeovery to, and fatisfafhon for any act- 
ings or doings, of the faid Robert lord Clive,*. or 
breach of covenant, claufe, article, or agreement, 
herein contained contrary, to the true 'intent and 
-meaning hereof; it is hereby agreed, that it fhall 
and imy be lawful to and for the faid united com- 
pany and their fucceflbrs, to exhibit or file any bill 
Ycl. IV. B or 
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or tills of complaint of difeovery in his m&jcftjU 
court of chancery or exchequer, at Weftmwrtef# 
or bv three or more of the council at Fort Wil- 
liam", for the time being, on behalf of the ftU uni- 
ted company, in the honourable ihc mayor’s court* 
for the to" n of Calcutta at Fort William a fore faid, 
or by any other perfon or per font whatfoever, 
againll him thefiid Robert lord Clive, h’S execu- 
tors, and adminifirator*, "hereunto the faid Robert 
lord Clive doth hereby agree, that he will not de- 
mur nor plead in bar of the difeovery or relief 
fought by fuch bill or bills that hereby he is, may, 
or fhall become liable to any penalty in forfeiture, 
by force of any law or flatutc, bond, covenant, 
agreement, or other" ife, howfoever, but fhall 
make and put in full and perfeft anfner and an- 
fwers to all the parts thereof, and Hull not, in fuclt 
anfner or anfwcrs, infiftupon any penalty, forfei- 
ture, law or ftatutc, bond, covenant, or agree- 
ment, or alledge any matter wlvufoevcr, whereby 
to prevent, bar, or preclude the faid company, or 
any other perfon or perfons, from the difeovery or 
relief fought, or to be fought by fuch bill or bills 
nsaforefaid, and for the true, full and faithful per- 
formance of every article, claufe, promife, cove- 
nant and agreement, herein contained, and the true 
intent and meaning thereof, on the part and behalf 
of the faid Robert lord Clwc ; he the faid Robert 
lord Clive doth hereby bind and oblige himfelf, his 
heirs, executors and adminUlrators, unto the* faid 
united company, and their fucceiTors in the penal 
fum of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, of 
lawful money of Great Britain, to be recovered, in 
cafe the faid Robert lord Clive fhall aft contrary to 
ihc true intent and meaning of thefe prefents ; one 

thk4 
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third part of the faid fuui of one hundred and fifty 
xhouland pounds fterliog, to be paid, and payable 
unto fuch perfon or perfons fhall fue for the fame, 
after information and full proof fhall be made there* 
pf in the court of chancery, exchequer, or the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta, or before the court of 
dirc&ors of the faid united company and their fuc- 
ceflors. In Wimefs whereof, the prefident and 
council of Fort William, in behalf of the faid uni- 
ted Eaft: India company, have hereunto fet their 
hands and deal of the laid company^ on the one 
part, and the faid Robert lord Clive hath fet his 
' hand and feal on the other part, this frit day oF 
October, in the ) ear of ou r Lord, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fociy-fix. 



Signed, fealed, and delivered, in Calcutta, the 
day and year above written (where no ftamp pa-, 
peris to be hadj in the prefence of us, 
CLIVE, 

H. Vcrelft, Randolph Marriott, 

II. Watts, Claud Ruflel, 

Tho Rumbold, Wm Aldetfcy, 

Tho. Kelfall, Qharles Floyer, 


Ales. Campbell^ 

Hen Strachey, 
Wdl, Wj nne, 



John Carnac. 


And 
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And at the fame time, he the faid Robert Jor4 
Clive produced a certain, affidavit, or oath, in wri- 
ting, annexed to the before-mentioned deed or 
writing, which is contained in the following word?, 
that is to fay. 

In the honourable the mayor’s court, for the town 
of Calcutta in Bengal, 


r I Robert lord Clive, prefident and governor of 
Fort \Vilham in the kingdom of' Bengal, in the 
Eaft Indies, do voluntarily of my own free will and 
accord, moft folemnly and finccrely fives r, tefttfy 
and depofe, in the prefence of Almighty God, that 
I Mill not from this time forward,' during my con- 
tinuance as prefident or governor of Fort William* 
diredtly or indircdtly, carry on, ufe, or ekercife, 
any trade or commerce in the way of a merchant or, 
other wife traffic, adventure or trade, in any com- 
modities whatfoever, at, to, in, or from the Eaft 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, or any part 
thereof, or elfeivhere, between the Cape of Good , 
Hope, and the (freights of MalUgUn, either on 
my own account, or in company with, or on ac- 
count of any other perfon or perfons, in any article 
of merchandize ivhatfoevcr, favc and except foe 
the benefit of the Engliffi Eaft India company, and 
except in fuch gecds and merchandizes as (ball be 
remaining on hand and unfold, a t the time I com- 
mtnetd prefident and governor of Fort William 
and v. herein I now have any (hare or intereft, which 
only I Hull or may fell or difgofe of, or give com- 
nruffiom or d.rccUont for felling the fame, and fur- 
Cher, lave and except, audit is the true intent and - 
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picaning hereof, that nothing herein contained frail 
extend, or be conftrued to extend, to prevenr, 
preclude or hinder me from purebafing diamonds, 
or other precious ftones, provided I do not djfpofe 
of the fame by way of barter or falc here, or in any 
other part of the Haft Indies, or , from fending oc 
remitting niy eftatc and fortune to England by 
bills, or in any other frape whatfoever ; and that I 
will not dire&ly or indire&ly, from henceforward, 
during my continuance as prefident or governor of 
Fort William, .advance, lend, or place out, nor 
wittingly or willingly' permit or fufler any other 
perfon or perfons in my name, Or to my ufe, to ad- 
vance, lend, or place out, any fum or fums of mo- 
ney at any rate, premium, or intereft, exceeding 
ten per cent, per annum, fo that the leaft intereft, 
{hare, portion, dividend or any other profit, ad- 
vantage, or emolument whatfoever,' frail in ref- 
ped thereof exceeding the premium or intereft of 
ten per cent, per annum, above-mentioned, arife 
or accrue unto me, my heit£, executors or ad mi- 
ni (ira, tors or unto any qther perfon 'or perfons 
whatfoever through friendfrtp, favour, or influence, 
exerted by me in their behalf, contrary to the true 
intent and fpirit of this oath. 

And I do moft folemnly fuear, that I will not/ 
upon any account or pretence whatfoever, dire&ly 
pr indjredtly accept, take or receive, nor knowing- 
ly, wittingly or willingly fuffier or permit to be ac- 
cepted, taken, or received, by any perfon or per- 
i°ns^ in truft for me, my heirs, executors, or ad- 
mmtftrators, or for any other perfon or perfons 
whatfoever, out of perfonal friendfhip to them, or 
yegard to my oy,n intereft directly or indircdly, 

apy 
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any jewels, effects, fum or fums of money, whe- 
ther by bands, bills, notes, obligations, or other- 
wife or except of, retain, or keep any fee, gratui- 
ty, or reward, in jewels, e (lefts, money, or obli- 
gations, or promifes, or aflurances^ in money-wri- 
img of any nature, or other thing whatloever, 
•jxhtch has been heretofore depofited for fervices 
prormfed to be performed, or favours to be receiv- 
ed, or which fhall hereafter be depofited, lent, re- 
ceived, or paid into my hands or cuftody, or to 
any other perfons in truft for me, nor knowingly 
permit or fuffer any other perfon or perfons to re- 
ceive, take, or accent of the fame, or any part 
thereof by my authority or influence, from any 
king, prince, vizier, monfubdar, nabob, dewan, 
fouzdar, zemindar, or from any other perfon or per- 
sons, natural-born fubjefts of the Eaft Indies, 
China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what degree, no- 
mination or quality foever, or from any fervant or 
agent, or council of any king, princ'c, vizier, 
monfubdar, nabob, dewar, fouzdar, zemindar, 
exceeding tho value or amount fpecified in our co- 
venants with the faid united company ; the full in- 
tent and meaning of this oath being; and l do mod 
folsmply fwear, that my full and true i mere ft and 
meaning is, that in conlideration of the fum of one 
and one eighth per cent, upon the revenues of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orifta, ((ave and except the reve- 
nues of the lands of the faid united company at 
Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong, J 
to be paid to me in monthly, quarterly or yearly 
payments, during the time I (hall continue to be 
prefidem and governor of Fort 'William ; and lilte- 
wife m uonfideration of my falary, fUtcd ailowan- 

r . 
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its and cottfmiffion upon the mint, command upon 
freight goods ; and ten per cent, interefi, or'pre- 
miun ?’_ upon any fum or fums of money I /hail, or 
rnw hereafter !end ; advance or place out at inter- 
j as before-mentioned, no other emolument of 
advantage whatfoever, /hall in any wife howfoe- 
er 5 directly or indirettly, arife or acrue unco me 1 , 
™y heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, or to any 
t ier perfon whatever, through favour or friend- 
imp from me, either from my office, or for, dr by 
ea on or mean3 of the influence and authority, I 
have as prefident and governor of Fort William. 

ori^- C r /" ear ’- that 1 " ■» m>t myfelf receive, 
orknoninglyperaitany other perfon to receive 

anv nh, Sra ' Ulty , ° r advan!a S e ft0 "i difpofal of 
nean P ’ era P' 0 >’ ment or office, to any Euro- 
thc com 3ny ,°' her . P erPon whatever, in or out of 

manner h an5 | S f c rV ‘ Ce ’ and thjt 1 " dl not "> ™y 
t , n „ _ break through, or aft in any refpedt du- 

governor n?F \ S?. . eontinue 10 bc proddent and , 
covenant con " ar X any article, 

the tme !*’ j , " d a S recment contained in,' or 

bearing dm ? ndmaanin g of a certain indeniure, 
f- n J date , 'ho firft day of Oftober, one thou! 

company of rtf nnd ' r ’ faetween thc fa ‘d united 

on= pa L t ’ and me ' Rob:!rt lord 
fo»y perform ffieS’ 1 *** OTd &ith ' 

oJoS “ fi'fi^ay] 

%?*«“** hdp me God -> 

J Clive. 

John Holme, Rcgiftcr, 
Where- 



thereupon tfie faid deed or writing, was pub- 
licly, audible, and deltinftly read over in the fpicl 
court, and immediately afterwards the fat d affida- 
vit, or oath in writing was alfa publicly audible 
and difhnftly read over in the faid court, and then 
and there duly taken, and fworn to by him the faid 
Robert lord Clive. 


I John Holme, regiflcr of the honourable the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta at Fort William in Ben- 
gal in the Eafl: Indies, do hereby certify and ar- 
left, that the aforegoing writing is a true copy of' 
the proceedings of the faid court, holden on Wed- 
nefday the firft day of O&ober, in the year of our 
lord, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty.fix, to 
fee the right honourable Robett lord Clive, prefi- 
dent or governor of Fort William in Bengal afore- 
faid, take an oath, or make affidavit in the faid 
court, and execute a deed, or covenant, in a lame 
penalty which are expe&ed and intended to be ta- 
ken, or fworn to and renewed, or executed by all 
future governors or prefidents of Fort William in 
Bengal aforefaid, and alfo of the faid deed and 
bath, or affidavit, 



It i faith and teflimony n hereof t 
have hereunto fat my hand, (and 

caufed the foil of the fard court to 

teseri'-;"; 


John Holme, Regifier; 
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‘At a fdeft committee, the. 16th of January 1767, 
prefent, jhe right honourable lord Clive, prefi 
dent ; Harry Verelft, iifq; brigadier general 
Carnac ; Francis Sykes, Elq, 

The right honourable the prelident delivered in the 
following letter. 

To. Harry yerelft, £Cq; &cc.’ members of the felett 
, _ committee. 

. .Gentlemen, 

w You are not unacquainted with the felicitations I 
have had the honour to receive from the court of 
directors, for my continuance in this government 
another year ; nor with the very fevere ht of fick- 
nefs which obliged me to inform them, by the < 
Cruttendin that X had no profpett of recovering 
health, or even of prefervtng life, but by an im- 
mediate embarkation for my native country. The 
refolution to leave Bengal, which the judgments of 
my phyfician declares, is Hill abfolutcly neceflary, 
X fhould maintain, would give me great concern, 
were I not fully convinced that the country remains 
in perfect tranquility, that theprofperity of the com- 
pany’s affairs here is fixed upon a folid permanent 
bafis ; and that the gentlemen to whole conduit 
they are entrufted, (I mean particularly the mem- 
bers of the fele£t committee) will zealouHy unite to 
fupport that plan of government, which by means 
of their unwearied afliftance, I have had the ho- 
nour coeftabldh^ I cannot omit this opportunity 
You IV. C W to 
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toexprefs the fatisfaftion I feel in the reflection, 
that I am fucceeded in, the high and important 
office of governor, by Mr. Verelft : my knowledge^ 
of him, is not from the information of others, but 
from mv own obfcrvation and experience ; and I 
am pcrfuaded his utmoft endeavours will be ufed 
to prove himfelf, in every tefpeft, worthy the 
truft repofed in him. 

The court of directors, in their letter by the 
Mercury, feem to have left the continuance, or 
the abolifliing of the felett committee, to my de- 
termination, together with the forming fuch re- 
gulations as 1 may judge moll for the intereft 
of the company after my departure ; but as X 
would not exert a power which you may entertain 
a doubt of my being properly author! fed to afiume, 

I requeft, you will take 'into confideration the 
paragraphs relating thereto, and impartially de- 
clare ) our fenfe of the indentions of the court of 
diredors on this head. If you are of opinion, 
fuch authority is lodged with me, the following 
arc the regulations which I purpofc to cftablifh. 

The cxpfjdicrcy of the mcaiure being fclf-ev U 
dent, I do not hdiiate to pronounce, that the 
’ fclcft committee mud be continued ; and X hope 
you will be convinced, that, in the nomination 
of the members, I have not been guided by friend- 
ship or partiality, but by the real merit and abi- 
lities of individuals; they arc to Ihnd as follows; 

Harry Verelft, Lfq. president ; 

John Carter, Efq. Col. Richard Smith. 
Francis S)kes, and Richard Etcher, Efqrs ” 


Rut 
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But as Mr. Becher cannot be cspe&ed to afrltfe 
in Bengal before the months of July or Auguft; as 
the prefent fituation of the company's affairs re-* 
quire, that a felcft committee ftiould be continued 
without rccefs or prorogation ; and as Colonel 
Smith and Mr. Sykes muft .frequently be abfent: 
on the duties of their refpechve appointments, fo 
that only MefTrs. Verelft and Carter will remain at 
the prefidency, I nominate Claud Ruflel, Efq. in 
whofe abilities, zeal for the fervice, and integrity, 
I have the greateft confidence to fill Mr. Becher’s 
feat in the committee until his arrival ; Alexander 
Campbell, Efq; to have a voice in the abfence of 
Mr. Sykes, or any other member. ' 

This laft nomination I think due to a member' 
of the board, a&ingas our fecretaiy, who has long 
a&cd as one fuch at our particular defire, and 
whofe knowledge of political affairs, necelfarily 
acquire in .that ftation, muff, upon tnany occa- 
lions, prove very ufeful to the committee. 

AVirh refpedt to the regulations of the com- 
mittee, I have only to add, that Mr. Verelft, the 
governor, fhall have power, upon fuch occafions 
as he flitll judge neceflary, to recall to the prefi- 
dency, and to their feats, any of the abfent mem- 
bers. If any objection be urged to the continua- 
tion of Mr. Sj kes, I anfvver, that his fituation of 
refident at the durbar,, the perfeft knowledge, he 
has acquired of the revenues, and his extreme at- 
tention, fidelity, and Hull, in the colle&ion, makes 
it requifite for the public fervice, that, he fhould 
remain, though abfent a member of the com- 
mittee. e , . 


Perfonal 
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- Pet tonal merit will not effectually prevailf un- 
lei's it receives the fanttion of miniftetial iruport- 
• a nee ; and this committee being juftly confidered 
’a cabinet of council, wherein the rnoft material 
political affairs ate propofed,, di gelled, and de- 
termined upon, it follows, that the reiident at the 
durbar fliould be honoured with a feat and a vote, 
when public affairs require his prefence in Cal- 
cutta. . 

- Juftice to M. R. Khawn, the naib dewan, calls 
•upon me to recommend him in the ftrongcft,terms 
to the. proteftion of this committee : his dili- 
gence, difintcreftednefs, and abilities, exceed 
thofeof any other muffulman 1 have yet feen. To 
him chiefly may be attributed the perfect know- 
ledge we have acquired of the revenues .of Bengal 
and Bjhar ; and that the collections arc cncrcafed 
beyond what they ever produced, without oppref- 
fing the inhabitants. Mr. Sykes, with whom he 
has co-opcratcd with fo much zeal for the public 
good, will, I am fure, juftify my recommenda- 
tion, and confcfs, thathis merit and ferViccs en- 
title him juftly to our regard. 

It will not, I prefume, be improper ju this, to 
obferve, that you ought not to be very defirous of 
encrcafing the revenues, efpecially .where it. can' 
only he effefted by opprefling the hndholders and 
tenants : fo long as the country remains in peace, 
the collections will exceed the demands. If you 
cncrcafe the former, a large , fum of money will 
either lay dead in the trealury, or be fent out of, 
the country, and much inconvenience arile in the- 
fpace of a few years. Every nation trading to the 
Ejfl-Indics have ufually imported filver for a re- 
turn 
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turn in commodities. The acquifition of the ile- 
tvanncc has rendered this mode of traffic no 
longer nccelfary for the Englilh company. Our 
invcftments may be furnifltcd, our expcnces, ci- 
xil and military, paid, and a large quantity of 
bullion be annually, lent to China, though we iin- 
poit not a lingle dollar : an incrcafe ot rctenue, 
therefore, tinlefs you can in proportion encreale 
your inv aliments, can anf\ver no good purpofe, 
-but may in the’end prove extremely pernicious ; 
inafmuch, as icma} diain Bengal of itsfilver,.and 
you will undoubtedly confider, that the exporta- 
tion of filter beyond the quantity imported, is an 
evil which, though flow, and perhaps remote in 
its confequences,' will, ncvcythelefs, be fatal to 
the India company. This point, jthereforc, I 
leave to your, coirfiant vigilance and. delibcra^ 
tion, ‘ 

To tt hat 1 have urged in general upon the fub- 
jeft of regulations, I beg leave to ’add a few words, 
in relation tolotie particular point. All the com- ' 
panj’s fervantsat the auiutigs', allthofeat the fac- 
tories, except ftich as a>c fixed at the fubordinates,’ 
and arc neccflarily employed in the filk bufimJs, 
all free merchants, mult be recalled, and their 
places of refidence confined to Calcutta : orders 
for thispurpofe havifalreidy been’iffued, and the. 
time for their being obeyed is limited ; hcreui no . 
conlideration tvhatloever, fcarccly humanity iiltlf, 
except in a very extraordinary inftance, fiiould 
tempt you to relax; for he affured, until'thefs re- 
gulations take place, the company -cannot be pro- 
perly fakl to enjoy their juft rights and privi- 
‘ ’ ' leges. 
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leges, nor the natives to be mailer of their own 
property. 

We have received orders from the court of di- 
rectors ro nboli/h the felt Trade ; thefe orders mu If 
be punftuall) obejed. But as I am of opinion 
that the trade upon its prefent footing is rather 
beneficial than injurious to the iwhabUauts of the i 
country, and that a continuation of this indul- 
gence, or fomc other equivalent, is become abso- 
lutely ncccflary, and would be an honourable in-' 
citerficnt to diligence and zeal in the company’s 
ftrvjcc. I flatter msfclf the court of directors 
may be induced to fettle fome plan that will prove 
agreeable to jour ttilhcs. 

(Signed) Clive/* 

' The (licit committee obfetving, with the itt-' 
inofl concern, theefilfts of this climate upon his 
lordlhip’sconllitutton, and the impoflibility of his 
remaining longer in the country without imminent 
danger or his life. 

Agreed, That we take into confuicration the 
delegated by the honourable court of di- 
veftors to his lord (hip, as far as they may relate 
to the continuing, abolifliing, or regulating, the 
(cleft committee at his departure. 

Accordingly the following paragraphs of the 
honourable cotnpan/s inflruftion to the prefident 
and council, under the date, the 17th of May, 
xyo'i, v.cre tcao.— The powers of the com- 
n. *Tce arc to remain in full force during Lord 
Chu s continuance in Bengal, but the committee 
, “ continued after his departure, unkfs 

h- (nail judge it for the intcrcfl and benefit of the 
com pan)/* 
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company.” And further, tint, ff As in courfe 
of the important affairs which now come under 
cognizance of the committee, many uriforefeen 
accidents t may arife. Lord Clive ihall therefore 
have permiflion on his departure from Bengal, to 
make fuch regulations in the powers of the com- 
mittee as he Ihall judge moft for the interefl of 
the company.” 

It appearing to the committee from the exprefs 
terms and meaning of the above paragraphs, that 
the honourable court of dirc&ors have veiled Lord 
Clive with the full authority either to abolifh the 
feleft committee entirely, or at his departure, to 
continue it under fuch regulations as he may think 
moft conducive ro the fervice. 

It alfo appearing to them of the laft importance 
to the honourable compan) 's affairs, that the pu- 
blic bufinefs fhould be conducted by the council 
and the committee, in the manner fpecified in our 
proceeding, the 2 ill of December, 1767. 

And it being like wife the unanimous opinion of 
the committee, that his lordthip has made a juft 
and proper fclc&ion of the members who are* to 
compofe the future committee, 

Refolvcd, that after Lord Clive and General 
Carnac’s departure, the felcct committee fhall 
confift of five members, agreeable to the honoura- 
ble company’s orders, contained in paragraph 39, 
of the above-mentioned letter ; 'and that the mem- 
bers flnil be the following gentlemen, to Band in 
order in which they are mentioned, viz, 

Harry Verelft, Efq. prefidenr. John 'Cartier, 
Colonel Richard Smith, Francis Sykes, Efq. and 
Richard Bechcr, Efq, 


Refoh ed 
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Refolved accordingl) , that Mr. Cartier fl'-all lie 
immediately called tioun from Dacca, tp tahe 
his feat at the board, on the departure of Lord 
Clive and General Carnac. . , . 

Rcfohed alfo, for the rcafons afligned m his 
lot dihip's letter, that Claud Ruffell, Etq. fH«iU fill 
Mr. Bechet’s feat in committee, until that gentle- 
man’s arrival; and that Alexander Campbell, 
Efq. flnll have a voice jn the committee in the, 
ableneeof Mr. Sjkcs, or of any other member. 

Thefe appointments, as thej arc made without 
‘fiiendlhip or partiality to individuals, we doubt 
Dot, will meet with the approbation of our ho- 
nourable employers, and tully anlwer the fenti** 
ments which uc entertain of the 7eal and abilities 
of the feseral gcntletnen to promote the good of 
the fcrvicc, and welfare of the public. 1 

• And lafUy, that the governor fiiall have power 
upon fuch occafions as he may judge necelUry, to 
iccal the prclidency , and to their Icats, any of the 
abfent members of the committee. 

It being of the turnoff concei n to the company’* 
affairs, that men of experience, of abilities, and of 
integrity, fhall alone be admitted to feats in the 
council : and the committee obfervmg with the 
deepeft regret the unfitnefs of fomc, and the youth 
of others, who Hand next in fucctffion, it is here- 
by rcfoHed, that no vacancies which may ante at 
die council board fhall be filled up, until the fur- 
ther plcafurc of the court of diredtors be known. 

The honourable court of directors having, in 
jheir letter to the fcle& committe, abfplutely pro- 
' hibited the inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, ?nd 
tobacco, 
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tobacco, in any fhape, and -upon any plan what- 
foever : 

Refolved, that the focicty of trade be abolifhed, 
and the inland trade totally relinquished, on the 
i ft day of September next, but that wc fully ex- 
prefs our fentiments in our' next advices to the 
company, rcfpedting the advantages which would 
relult to the fervice, and to the company, from 
the continuance of this trade under the prefent 
feftrictions. 

The right honourable the prefident, conforma- 
ble to his reftrifth'c oath, relinquished the five 
fhares to which he is entitled in the capital flock 
of the fociety of trade, as well as every other com- 
mercial benefit and advantage. 

Refolved, that we afiign to his lordlhip, as an 
equivalent for the fame of one, i 4 upon the ve- 
•vcnucs of Bengal and Bahar, payment to com- 
mence from the ift day of September laft, ahd to 
continue until the ift day of September enfuing, 
and as Mr. Verclfl will have a charge of the go- 
vernment for fevcral months after his lordfhip’s 
departure, without any eftablifhed fund for main- 
taining the expcnces and dignity of the ftation. 

Refolved, that Mr. Vcrellt fhall, in like man- 
ner draw upon the commiflion of i 4 upon the 
revenues of Bengal and Bahar, until the month of 
September, after he {hall have refigned the go- 
vernment. 

(Signed) 

Clive, John Carnac,. 

H. Verelft, Francis Sykes. 

Vol. IV. p) r 
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Mavor’s Court at Cilumi, it rott-AVilliara, 
in B-ngil, 

At 3 court held on Tticfdaj the 17th di) of 
Fcbnnrj, in the fev enth jtar of the rcijm of our 
Icnceign Lord George the Hurd, bj the price 
of God, of Grcit Britain, IYmci, ind Irclmd, 
King, Defender of thclaith, and fo forth, nui 
111 tin. >eir of our Lord, One thou find fit cn Inin* 
dred ard fixe) feven. * 

Prefent, Thomas Woodward, Lfq Mi>or. 

"Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, Mr. Dr* id Killicnn, 

Mr. Matthew Miller, Mr.Tho lunch, 

Mr Geo 1 car, ^ Mr. jofiph Jchjll, 

Mr. Will. Bolts, Mr. John Reid. 

Aldermen. 

Tins being theda> appointed for the honoura- 
ble Harry Vcrclft, Ffq. who no ts governo* or 
prefident of I ort-Willnm, in B ngil, aforcfaid, 
to take an oath, or make an affidavit in the fml 
court, and execute a dcid or covcmnt, m a Urge 
pen dti, which arc expected rnd intended to be 
tjeen or fworn to, and renewed or i' ccutcd bj all 
future governors or president of f ort-Wilbam, 
m Bengal, aforcfaid. 

The faid honourable Harry Vcrelft, Efq, ip. 
pea red in the faid court, attended bv colonel 
Bichard Smith, Claud RuFell, Willnni Aldcrfcv 
*1 horras Lei fill, Charles Flojcr and Alexander 
Campbell, Liquires, and other covenanted f cr 
vants of the honourable company of m*rchants of 
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England, trading to the Eaft Indies,^ and other' 
principal inhabitants of Calcutta aforefaid,and then 
and there produced a certain d-td or writing which 
is contained in the following words : that is to fay, 

«« This Indenture made the feventeenth day of Fe- 
bruary, in the feventh year of the reign of our fo- 
vereign lord "George the third, by the grace of 
God, of Grcat-Br usin', France and Ireland, Icing, 
defender of the faith, &c. and in the year of our 
lord, one thoufand ieven hundred and fixty-feven, i 
Between the united company of Merchants of 
England, trading to the Laft Indies, on the one 
part, and Harry Vcrclll, ,Efq; prefident and go- 
vernor of Fort Wilhatp, in the kingdom of Ben- 
gal, on the other, witnelTeth, That in confidera- 
tionof thefaid Harry VerellVs being prefident and 
governor of Fort William, and in confideration of 
the feveral fum and fums of Money to 'be received’ 
by him the laid Harry Verelft, m manner follow- 
ing; that is to fay, the fum of one and i per 
cent, upon the revenues of Bengal, Bahar and 
Orixa, (fave and except the revenues of the lands 
of the faid united company at Calcutta, Burdwan, 
MTdnapore, and Chittagong,) to be paid him in 
monthly, quarterly, or yearly payments during 
the time he lhall continue to be prefident and go- 
vernor of Fort William, aforefaid, and alfo in con- 
federation ofhisfalary, fiated allowance, and com- 
■nh'mon oo the mini, coral, and upon freight goods, 
the laid Harry Verelft doth hereby for himfelf, his 
heirs,, executors, and adminiftmors, covenant, 
promife, and agree, to, and v.kh thefaid united 
, company 
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company and their fiucteflbrs, than the laid Harry 
Vetclft,* during the time he ihall continue to bo 
prefiilent and governor of Fort William aforefaid, 
ihall notdire&Iy, or indirectly, upon any pretcr.ee 
or pretext whatfoever, carry on, ule, or exerctfe, 
any trade or commerce in the way of a merchant, 
orotherwife traffic, adventure or trade m any com- 
modities whatfoever, at, ro, in, or from the Eaft. 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, or in any part* 
thereof, or eltev/heie, between the Cape of, Good 
Hope, and the Streights of Magellan (either on 
Jus own account, or in company with, or for, or on 
account of any other perfon orperfons, in any arti- 
cle of meichandize whatfoever, fave and except for 
the benefit of the EngUfti Eaft India company, and 
'except in fucb goods, concern*, ami merchandize, 
as Ihall be commenced, remaining in hand unfold 
at the time he the-faid Harry Verelft commenced, 
ptefident and governor of Fort William, and 
wherein he now hath any (hare or intcreft, which 
only he (hall or may fell, barter, or difpofe of, or 
give commiffions or directions for felling, barter- 
ing or difpofing of the fame, for the conclufion of 
the faid concerns. And further, five and except,, 
and it is the true intent and meaning hereof,' that 
nothing (ball extend, or be confirued to extend, 
to prevent, preclude, or hinder him the faid Harry" 
Verelft, from purchafing diamonds or other preci- 
ous (tones (provided he does not difpofe of the fame 
by way of barter or fale here, or in any other pare 
of the Eaft. Indies, or from fejfdmg or remitting his 
" efiate and fortune to England by bilk, or in any 
Other ffiape whatever,} nor barter, fell, or ex- 
■ change 
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change any kind of goods, wares, or merchandize, 
nor except from, nor give to any perfon or perfons 
commiflions for managing or tranfafhng bufinefsor 
affairs of merchandize fexceptas before is excepted j 
and the faid Harry Verelll doth hereby further co- 
venant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid 
united company, and their fucceflors, that the faid 
Harry Verelft, fhall not, nor will himfelf, nor 
fhall wittingly or willingly permit -or fuffer any 
other perfon in his name, or to his ufe, to advance, 
lend or place out any fum or fums of money, at a ; 
greater rate, premium or intereft, than 12 percent, 
per annum, fo that the leaft intereft, (hare, porti- 
on, or dividend, or any other profit, advantage, or 
emolument whatfoever, fhall in refpedt thereof, ex- 
cctding the faid premium, or intereft of 12 per 
cent, per annum, as laforefaid, arife or accrue unto^ 
him the faid Harry Verelft, his' heirs, executors," 
or admintftrators, contrary to the true intent and' 
fphit of the oath hereunto annexed. And the faid 
Harry Verelft duth hereby further covenant and 
agree, that he fhall not, nor will not, upon any 
account or pretence whatfoever, directly or indi- 
redtly, accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, ' 
wittingly, or willingly fuffer or permit to be ac- 
cepted* taken, or received, by any perfon or 
, perfons, for hts u!e, or in trull for him, his heirs, 
executors and admimftrators, dr for any other per- 
jhn or perfons whatfoever, out of perfonal friend- 
ship to them, or rpgard to his own intereft, di- 
reftly or indire&Iy, any jewels, efFedfr, fum or 
°/ m °ney, whether by bonds, bills, notes, 
obligations, or promifes of afiurance of money in 
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* writing, of any nature or thing whatfactcr, w hicli 
has been heretofore depofited for fen ices promi- 
fed to be performed, or favours to be received, or 
which (hall hereafter be depofited, lent, received, 
or paid into the hands or cuffed y of any other 
perfon or perfons in truft for him, nor knowingly 
permit or fufFer any other perfon or perlans to rt- 
ceive, take, or accept of the fame, or any part 
thereof by his authority or influence from any king, 
prince, vifier, monfubdar, nabob, dewan, fouz- 
dar, Zemindar, or from any other perfon or per- 
fons, natural-born, fubjedts of the E-aft Indies, 
China, Perfia or Mocho, of what degree, deno- 
mination or quality focier, or from any fervant or 
agent, or council of any kng.pnnce, vuier, mon- 
fvibdar, nabob, dewan, fouzdav, or zemindar, ex- 
ceeding the value or amount fpeafied m the cove- 
nants ntth the fad united company , tmd the faid 
Harry Vcrclft doth further covenant and agree, 
that no other emolument or advantage \vh3tfoeier, 
(accepting as herein excepted) (hall in any wife 
jioivfoever, dire&ly or indireftly, arife or acrue to 
him, his heirs, executors or admtmftracors, nor 
will he the faid Harry Verelft, receive or know- 
ingly permit any other perfon to rteme any fee, 
gratuity, oradiantage from the difpofal of any 
place, employment, or office to any Luropean, or 
any other pufon whatever, in or out of the com- 
pany's fervice, except what has been or ftytll be 
efta bullied ot approved of by the honourable the 
court of directors, or by the prefident and council 
for the time being. And in order, to a difeovery 
to, and fatisfaftion for any a&ings or doings of the 
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faid Hairy VereUVs, or breach of any covcmnf, ' 
cfoufe, article, or agreement herein contained, 
contrary to the true intent and meaning hereof •, it 
is hereby agreed, that it (hail and may be lawful 
to and tor the faid united company and their fuc- 
ceflbrs, to exhibit, or file any b»U or bills of com- 
plaint of dilcovery in his mijeHy’s court of chan- 
cery or exchequer, at Wcftnunftcr, or by three or 
more of the council at Fort William for the time 
being, on behalf of the faid united company, in the 
honourable mayor’s court for the town of Calcutta 
at Fort William aforefaid, or by any other perfon 
or perfons whatfoever, agaimt him the faid Harry 
Vcrelft, his executors, or admmillrafors, « here- 
unto the faid Harry Verelft, doth hereby agree, 
that he will not demur nor plead in bar of the difeo- 
very or relief fought by fuch bill or bills that here- 
by he is, may, or (hall become liable to any pe- 
nalty or forfeiture, by force of any law or ftaturfc, 

* bond, covenant, agreement, or otherwtfc howfoc- 
ver, bur Iball make and put in a full and perfect an- 
liver and anfwcrs to all the parts thereof, and (hall 
not, in fnch anfsver or anfwers, infill upon any pe- 
nalty, forfeiture, law or ilarutc, bond, covenant 
or agreement ; or alledge any matter whatfoever, 
•whereby to prevent, b.«r, or preclude the faid 
company, or any ocher perfon or perfons, from 
the dtfeovery or relief fought, or to be fought, by 
fuch bill or bills as aforefaid, and for the true, full, 
and faithful performance of every article, claufc, 
covenant, promtfe, and agreement, herein con- 
tained, and the true intent and meaning thereof, 
on the pate and behalf of the faid Harry Verelft, 
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lie the faid Harry Verelft doth hereby bind and 
oblige himfelf, his heirs, executors, and admint- 
ftrators, unto the faid united company, and their 
fuccefiors, in the penal fum of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds of lawful money of Great 
Britain, to be recovered, in cafe the faid Harry 
Verelit (halt a& contrary ‘to the true intent and 
meaning of thefe prefents, one third part of the 
faid fum of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
fterling to be paid, and be payable to fuch per- 
fon or perfons as (hall fue for' the fame, after infor- 
mation and full proof fhall be made thereof in the 
court of chancery, exchequer, or the mayor’s court 
at Calcutta, or before the court s of directors of the 
faid united company and their fuccefiors, or before 
the council of Fort William aforefaid, and the re- 
maining two third parts thereof, fhall be patd to 
and for the ufc of the faid united company and their 
fucctflors. 

In witnefs whereof, the prefident and council of 
Fort William, in behalf of the- faid united Eafl: 
India company, have hereunto fit their hands and 
the fial of the faid company, on the one part, and 
the faid Harry Verelft has fit his hand and feal on 
the other parr, this feventeenth day of February, in. 
the year of our lord, one thoufand feven hundred 
and Gxty-fevcn, Provided always, and it is here- 
by underftood and provided. That ifanv orders or 
threatens fhould arife from the honourable the 
court of thre&ors relative to any appointments, 
»' f ° r ll;e fuppnrt, maintenance, and emoluments of 
t”® prefident. and governor of Fort William, 
uhich the faid prefident may prefer to the confi- 
de ration 
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deration fpccified in this indenture, and the oath 
annexed, /hall be -void and of none efiedt. 


H. Verelfh 



Signed, fealed, and delivered, in Calcutta, the 
day and year above written (where no flamp pa- 
per is to be had) in the prefence of us, . 

H. Verclft, { Richard Smith, 

Claud Ruffel, Win. Aldeifey,. 

Tho. Kelfall, ^ Charles Floyer, 

1 Alex. Campbell, 


Scmion Drox 
William Wynne, 
Gerd, Guft. Ducarel, 



At which time it was declared by the faid Harrjr 
tferelft, on his parr, and the prefidentand council 
then prefent, on the behalf of the honourable Eaft 
India company, that though no time ^mentioned 
in the fald indenture for filing a bill of chfcovery, or 
commencing any other profecution againft the faid 
1 Jarry Verclft for breach of any of the covenant's 
Vol. IV. E herein 
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herein contained, yet it is intended and underftoed, 
and hereby declared and agreed by the /aid pretw 
dent and council, and it is the true intent and 
meaning of the faid deed, that no fuch bill i [hall 
be hied, or profecution commenced, againu the 
faid Harry Verelft, for the purpofes afortfaid, un- 
it fs the fame flntt be hied or commenced v ithm 
three years next after the faid Harry verelft flirdl 
rtfign or quit the prefidency of Furt William In 
Bengal aforefaid : and ’at the fame time, he tie 
faid Harry Verelft produced a certain affidavit of 
oath in writing, annexed to the before-mentioned 
deed or writing, which is contained in the follow- 
ing words : that is to fay, 

I, Harry Verelft, prefideht and governor of 
Fort William in the kingdom of Bengal, in the 
Eaft Indies, do voluntarily of my own freewill 
and accord, moft folemnly and hncercly (wear, 
teftify and depofe, in the prefence of Almighty 
God, that I will not, from this time forward, du- 
ring my continuance as prefident and governor of 
Fort William, direftly, or indirectly, carry' or 
ufe, or exercife any trade or commerce in the way 
"of a merchant, or othcrw ife traffic, adventure, or 
trade in any commodities whatfocrer, at, to, in, 
or from the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia,‘or Mocha, 
or in any part thereof, or elfcw here, between the 
Cape of Good Hope and the Sireights of Magellan, 
cither on my own account, or in company with, or 
on account of any other perfon or perfons, m any 
f article of merchandize whatfoever, fate and ex- 
cept for the benefit of the Englifh Eaft India com- 
pany, and except m fuch goods, concerns, and 
merchan- 
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m-rchandizes, as flnll be remaining in hand and 
unfold it the time I commenced prcfident and go- 
vernor of Tort Wiliam, and whereas I now have 
no (hare or intereft, v hich only I frail or may fell, 
barter, dtfp^f of, or give commiffions or direc- 
tions for felling, barreling, or difpvfmg of the fame 
for the conclufion of the hid concerns. And fur- 
ther, favc and except, and it js the true intent and 
meaning hereof, that nothing herein contained (hall 
extend, or be conftmed to extend, to prevent, 
preclude, Or hinder me from purchafing diamonds, 
or other precious ftones, prov ided I do no difpofe 
of the fame by way of barter or fale here, or m 
any other part of the Taft Indies, or from fending 
or remitting my eftate and fortune to England by 
bills, or in any other frape whatfoever and that I 
will not diredtly or mdirc&ly, from henceforward, 
during my continuance as prefident and governor 
of Fort William, advance, lend, or place out, nor 
Wittingly nr willingly permit or fuffer any other 
perfon or perfons, in my name, or to my ufe, to 
advance, lend, or place out, any fum or fums of 
money, at any rate, premium or intereft, exceed- 
ing tw eh c percent, per annum, fo that the lead 
jntcreft, frarc, portion, dividend, or any other profit, 
advantage, or emolument whatfoever, frail in re- 
fp-*£t thereof, exceeding the premium or intereft of 
twelve per cent, p-r annum, above mentioned, 
arife, or accrue unto me, my heirs, executors, or 
adminiftrators, contrary to the true intent and fpi- 
r\t of this oath And \ do moft folemnly fwear,^ 
that l will not, upon any account or pretence vvhat- 
foever, directly or indirectly accept, take, or re- 
ceive, nor knowingly, wittingly or willingly fuffer 

or 
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e* permit. to. be accepted, taken, or received, bv 
sny perfon dr perfons, in truft for me, myjicm; 
executors, or adminiftratofs, for any other perfon 
dr perfens whatever, out of perianal friendfh'vptd 
them, or regard to my own intereft, dire&ly or in- 
directly, any jewels effeds, fum or fums of mo- 
ney, 'w nether by bonds, bills, notes, obligations, 
or protmfes'or afTurances of money in writing of 
any nature or other thing whatfoever, which h^s 
_ been heretofore depofited for fer vices pronufed to 
be performed, or favours to be received, or which 
fiiall hereafter be depofited. lenr, received, or paid 
into my hands or cuftody, or to any other per- 
sons 'in truflformei nor knowingly permit ', or’ 
fufier any other perfon or perfons to receive,' 
take, ot except of the fame, or. any part there- 
of by my authority or influence, from any 
lung, prince, vizier, monfubdar, nabob, dew- 
sn, fouzdar, ot zemindar, or from any other* 
■pcrlon or'pctfons, natural-born fubjedts of the* 
Eaft Indus, Chin2, Pcrfia, or iVlocho^ of v/hat 
degree, nomination, or quality focyer, or from 
any fervanr, agent, or council of any king:, prince, 
vizier, monfubdar, nabob, dewan, Youzdar, or 
zemindar, exceeding the value or amount fpeci- 
fled incur covenants with thefaid united company, 
the full intent and meaning of this oath bein", and 
Ido moft folemnly fwcar, that my full, truiTmtenc 
and meaning is, that in confiderationof thefumof 
one and one-cighth per cent, upon the revenues of . 
Bengal, Eshar and Orlfla, (fave and except the re- 
venues of the lands of the laid united company at 
CaLutta, Burdwan, Midnaporc, and ChiuagongV 

to 
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but t'nat l will tiuly and faithfully perform the 
fim-, provided always, and it is hereby under- 
flood and provided, that if any orders or dire&ions 
fholl arrive from the honourable the court of direc- 
tors relative to any appointments for the fupport, 
maintenance and embluments of the prefident and 
governor of Fort Will t am, which the faid ‘ prefi- 
dent may prefer to the confederations fpecified in 
this oath, that then, and in fitch cafe, the above 
oath and indenture fhall be void and of. none 
effeft. 

, So help me God. 

. H. Verelft. 

Sworn in the court this feventeenth 
day of February, in the' year of our 
Lord, one thoufand feven hundred ^ / 

and fixty-feven, 


* - John Holme, regiller. 

Whereupon the faid deed or writing was pub- 
licly, audibly, and diftin&ly, read over in the 
faid court, and immediately afterwards the faid 
3fii lavlc of oath in writing was alfo' publicly, au-' 
dibly and difuuctly read over in the faid court, and 
then and there duly taken and fworn to by him the 
faid Harry Verelft. t 

“ * Holme, regifter of the honourable the* 
major’s court at Calcutta at : Fort William in Bcn- 
gal, in the Gift Indies,- do hereby certify and ac- 1 
irft, that the foregoing writing is a true copy of 
the proceeding of the faid court, held onTuefday 

the 
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the feventeeoth day of February, m the year of our 
lord, onethoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven’. 
to fee the honourable Harry Verelft, Efq- nrefi- 
dent or governor of Fort William in Bengal afore- 
laid, take an oath, or made an affidavit in the faid 

courr, ahd execute a'deed or covenant in a large 
penalty, which arc ekpefted and intended ,to be 
taken or fworn to, and.rencwcd or executed bv all 
future governors or prof, dents of Fort William in 
andTffiit Cfa ' d ' ^ a ^° the faid. deed, oath 


In faith and teftimony 
whereof, I have hereunto 
u ^ a nd, and caufcd 
the leal of the faid court to 
i be hereunto put and affix- 
ed, this twenty-third day 
of March, in^ the year 
of our lord, one thoufand 
leven hundred and fixtv- 
leven. J * 


' *’ . t J°bn Holme, regifter.' 

'J' company's general letter to Bengal' 

; dated the twentieth ot November, i;6 7 . P * 

sS'SSSrSsttrti 

neral, and of fair in r* i ^ ln * anc ^Jr2de in ee- 
in P artl cu!ar, we are the more con- 
vinced ^ 
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VlnceJ of ths abfolute ncccflity of excluding au 
pcrfons v\ hatfocver, excepting ths natives only, 
■from being concerned therein ; and we accordingly 
hereby ratify and confirm the orders we gave in 
our letters of the loth of February, and the feven- 
tcenth of May, one thoufand JeVcn hundred and 
fix ty- fix ; that no company’s fervant, free-mcr-* 
chant, or any European, Jliall in any mode or fhape 
wlmfocvcr, cither by themfelves »or agents, dj- 
rtftly or indiu&ly, trade in, or be concerned in 
an inland trade, in fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, or m 
any othcr^articies produced and confomed in the 
country, and fuch trade is hereby aboli fired and 
put a final end to, agreeable to our .before-men- 
tioned orders : any further, if any of the before- 
mentioned (halt,’ dire&ly or indirectly , -carry on, 
or be concerned in fuch inland trade, or in farming 
the callatics, or making falts ; if a company’s fer- 
vant he is to be immediately difmified the compa- 
ny’s fervice, and from all others the company’s 
protection is 10 be forthwith withdrawn. 

1 laving thus prohibited our fervants from being 
concerned m the inland trade, the allowance of 
one cne-cighih psr cent, comtnifiion on tht dewan- 
r.;e revenues, lettkd by you on the governor, for 
YehrtpiUhtng all lharc in the fait trade, is abfolotd* 
ly to determine and ccafc upon the fa ft day of Sep- 
tember, one thoufand Icven hundred and fixty- 
ftten. 

Fall experience hasfo imprcfiej us with Ucaj of 
the ncccflity of confining our tervants and Euro- 
IKms refijtng under our protection, within the an- 
t:crt Ultimo; our export aod import trade, that we 
, • . look 
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Jbdk on every Innovation In the inland trade, as xn 
intrulion on the natural right of the natives of the 
Country, who now more particularly claim our prcf- 
te&ion ; and we clteem it as much our duty to 
maintain this barrier between the two commercial 
rights, as to defend the provinces from foreign in* 
■vafions, 

Otlr principal objedt being the eafeand convent- 
fencics of the natives, v;e have confidered m what 
mannfer rhk important trade in fait can be carried on; 
fo as to fupply the whole country with this material 
neceflary of life, on the ealieft terms, and the 
lea'll liable to opprefilon; 

For this purpofe we direct, that the fait trade 
be laid open to the natives in general, under the 
following regulations, viz. *That all the cailaries or 
/alt-pans within the company’s jurifdiftion in the 
Calcutta, Pergunnah’s and the company’s lands, 
and the provinces of Burdwao; Midnapore, Chit- 
tagong, be put up to public fale, at their refpec- 
tive capitals^ and fold to the bell bidder, five teal- 
laries in each lot/ and that no one perfon be allow- 
ed to take more than thirty lots, which' we judge 
will enable him to make about forty-five thoufand 
fix fifty thoufand bu2ar maunds of fait in the yeary 
and that two months notice be given all over the 
country before the fale begin, -and all Europeans 
are hereby cxpiefsly prohibited from being bid- 
ders at fitch fales, nr holding any of the falt-woiks 
in their hands, either dire&ly or indire&ly. 

If there are any caUaries under the jurifdi&ion of 
the nabob’s government, the lame method is to be 
recommended to the adtniniftrauon at Murfha- 
dabad. 

‘ Vol. IV. F 


It 



( 39 1 

The colIeSing the fud duty, we conceive, will 
fail under the orders of the government of Murfha- 
dabad, and it will be accounted for in tl e revenues 
-♦of the dewannee. 

That all makers of fait be obliged to deliver eve- 
ry year an account of the quantity of fait thev have 
made, and at what places the fame has been landed, 
which muft appear upon the face of your proceed- 
ings 

If any boats ire found fnuigghng of fair, the 
fame to be confifeated to the government, boat and 
flit, which will prevent the owners of the boats 
from receiving any fait that has not paid the duty, 
and that notice of the fame be publilhed all over 
the country 

1 hit all foreign fait hnded in Bengal pay the 
before mentioned duty, or more, if it fliould be 
found nec*.(Tiry, for the encouragement of the ma- 
nufactures in Bengal, 

To prevent all abufes of the Englifh influence, 
we think it proper to enjoin, and the fame is ac- 
cordingly to b~ made known in the mod public 
manner, that any bote, having fait on board, hold- 
ing Enghlh colours, or pretending to an Englifh 
duftuck, (hall be lnble to conliicauon, togeih r 
with the cargo, and the nabob’s mimftcrs will 
feize the fame, as forfeited to the government. 

Having eftabhfhed thefe regulations for the fait 
trj-le, we now conhrm our orders for the prohibi- 
tion of our fervants engaging m all other inland 
trjt K m articles produced and confumed in the 
country, fave only fuch articles as are for expo'ta- 
tion by (hipping to a foreign market, which will be 
putled to an Enghfh duftuck, as part of the ex- 
port; 
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port trade within the intention of the? fifmaund * 
-and here w^rematk with fome furprife In the com- 
mittees proceedings of the 2 ad of Oftober, that 
beetle-nut and tobacco are among thofe articles, 
which is contrary to the fpttit of tnc firnmind, 
and the tenor of our orders. 

The duties to be collected on the other inland 
trade will fall under the dire&ion of the admini- 
ftration at Murfhadabad, in which you will recom- 
mend the fame intention to the good of the natives, 
as we have in thefe regulations for the fair trade. 

We hope this freedom of trade will be the means 
• of keeping fakata low price, but if ever it lhould 
be fold at the places we have limited, at, or above 
one hundred and forty ftcca rupees, ,for one hun- 
dred buzar maunds, including the duty,- we (hall 
efteem ic too high a price for the natives to pay ; 
■and we do expeft, that under your influence, and 
that of the Murfhadabad adminiftration, the price 
never exceeds one hundred and forty ficca rupees, 
unlcfs in the cafe of fome general calamity for 
\\c had rather the duty'fliould be diminiflied, than 
fait fliould exceed that price. 

As the trade of our fervants is to be confined to 
the articles of import and export only, in which 
they will be conliderably afFtfted by the great de- 
mands for extending jhc company’s invcflment«, 
and confidering the great increafe of bufmefs, in 
which our principal lervaots are necefTanlv enga- 
ged, and v hich demands their utmoft care and at- 
tention, we arc come to a refoluuon to give them a 
xeafonable encouragement to exert thcmfelves with 
zeal and alacrity in their feveral departments, but 
v hich they are to look upon as a free gift from the 
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hind of their employers, offered to them annually, 
To Jong as the prefen t revenues (hall remain with the 
company, and their behaviour, (ball continue , to 
merit fuch a reward. 

That you draw out an annual account of the Turns 
received from the dewannee, deducing thereout 
the iUpulated payments to the king and the nabob, 
and the allowances to the nabob’s miniftersj alfoof 
the revenues of the provinces of Burdwan, Mid- 
Tapore, Chittagong, and the Calcutta pergunnahs, 
from which are to be deduced lord Clive’s jaghire, 
and the ordinary charges of collecting. 

Upon the amount of the faid net revenues ybu 
arc hereby indulged to draw a commiflian of two 
and an half per cent. 1 „ , 

The funi which (hall be the produce of the faid 
two and one half per cent, is to be divided into one 
hundred parts or times, which parts, or times are 
to be appropriated in the following manner, viz. 

- The governor is to have thirty-one (hares. 

. The fecond in council, four and a half ditto. 

The reft of the felcft committee, not having a 
chief flnp, each three and a half ditto. , . 

The reft of the council not luting a chief (hip, 
each one and a half ditto. , • „ 

For it is our meaning and direction, 'that the 
chitfs of Cofiimbuzar, Patna, Dccca, and Chitra- 
c.ong, are not to have any proportion of the faid 
iharct. -v . 

Iking convinced tint the employ of refidenc 
at the durbar and .chief of Cofiimhuzer cannot from 
the importance and extent of the bufincts of each 

depart- 
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deprtmcnt be properly- executed by one.perforr, 
we therefore direft that they be from this time for- 
'ward feperated, and that fome other member* of the 
council be appointed to the faid chief/hip* We 
da not make this regulation from any failure of at- 
tention on the part of Mr. Sykes, with vvhofe ton- 
du£t vt c are perfectly fatisfied. 

And in. confideration of the extraordinary trou- 
b'e and attention which the re ft dent at the durbar, 
muft nccefiarily have in the due execution of that 
important poll ; we diredl that he be allowed four 
fharss and an half ; but this is to be underflood to 
be in full, and inftead of fuch (hares as are aligned, 
as abovc-mcnuoned, to his rank in council, or as 
member of the feleft committee. ; } 

The large proportion allotted to the governor in 
the before-mentioned commiflion of 2 ^ per cent, 
is in confideration of his rclinquifhing, ard r.ot be- 
ing concerned in any trade whatever, even in arti- 
cles of import and export ; and all prefent or other 
gratifications as exprefled in the deed of renuncia- 
tion in yom proceedings of the 2zd of September 
•1766, which where approved and confirmed, and 
dncSed, that all governors do execute the like in- 
dlrument n n their enrering into their office,, our in- 
ducement for annexing fo great an appointment to 
the flat. on of prefident and governor, is in full ex- 
pectation of his giving up his vi hole time and at- 
tention to the faithful difeharge of his duty, and 
that being excluded from all trade himfclf, fie may, 
and we accordingly depend, that he be vigilant in 
v -itching and deeding all abufes committed by 
others. 
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You arc to obferVc, that the fh ares of thecom- 
miffion here fpecified for the governor is additional 
to his prefent falary of three thoufand pounds per 
annum, and his mint duty and confulage, and the 
fhares to the other fervams, are to be an addition 
to their prefent appointments of falary, diet, mo- 
ney, and the polls they may refpe&ively hold, ex- 
cepting the chieflhips, as before excepted ; 

We have now to add, and wc accordingly diredt, 
that the before-mentioned commiflicn of 2 ■£ per 
cent, do commence from the firft day of Septem- 
ber 1767, but as we have before ordered that the 
allowance made to the governor of one and one 
eighth per cent, on the dewannee revenues is abfo- 
lutely to determine and ceafe on that day ; We 
further direft, that from the faid firft day of Sep- 
tember laft, from the time of the arrival of thefe 
advices*, an allowance of one and one-eighth pec 
cent, on the company’s *nctc territorial revenues be 
made to the governor, and that then the fum arifing 
from the remaining one and three-eighth per 
cent, (which compleats the 2 -|- per cent, commif- 
fion) be proportionated among our principal fer- 
vants civil and military, prorata, according to the 
refptftive fhares allotted them by our prefent ap- , 
pointment ; and \au are to take notice, that from 
and after your receiving thefe difpatches, the a- 
mount of the 2 -l per cent, cemmiffion, to be ap- 
propriated in the manner before diredted. 

From an chi mare wc have made of the amount 
jJod'dfftrfbatTaa of the corrmiluon of the before- 
mentioned z\ percent, we find that a coniidera- 
blc fum wdl (till remain unappropriated. 

This 
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TKis fur pi Us is to be earned to the company s 
bredit, under the head of unappropriated cotnmrf- 
fion, until you ihail receive further orders from u$j 
concerning the difpofition Df iri 

Extract of the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
x6th of March 1768, 

It being reafonable that our civil and military 
fervants, under the prefidencies of Fort St. George 
and Bombay, (hould, in feme degree, be put on a 
fimilar footing with your’s, to encourage them like-, 
wife to exert their utmoft endeavours to ferve the 
company with zeal and alacrity, in the prefent ex- 
tenfive and important fituation of their affairs, we 
have conftituted an annual fund of fixty thoufand 
Current pagodas for that purpofe, arifingout of the 
territorial revenues at Fort St. George ; but as there 
is no refource of that kind at Bombay, the fund 
for that prefidency rauft arifefrom our revenues in 
Bengal ; we have therefore dire£ted them to draw 
upon you for one lack, and one third of Bengal 
current rupees annually, fo long as the cotnpany 
fnall be pofiefled of the dew annee revenues, and 
you are accordingly punctually to comply with the 
faid draft*, which faid fum is to be proportioned 
out among your civil and military fervants at that 
prefidency, upon a plan fomewhar fimilar to that' 
fettled for Bengal* 

In our letter of the zoth of November, we fet- 
tled the falary and allowance for prefident Verelft, 
and every future governor of Bengal ; and you are 
acquainted that the large (hare then allotted him of 
the comraiOion on the re\cnues, was in confidera- 
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tion of his rellnquifhing being concerned in every 
hind of trade whatever ; and all prefents'and other 
gratifications, as fpecified in the deed of renuncia-* 
tion entered on your confutations the 22c! of Sep- 
tember 17 66 t which we dire&ed ihould be execu- 
ted by your future governor’s. 

We have fince, upon our mature confideratior* 
of the faid deed, caufed a more proper inftrument 
to be prepared for the fame purpole, and now 
tranfmit copies thereof, that the fame may be en- 
groftid and duly executed by Mr* YCrelft immedi- 
ately, and by every future governor, on his fucceed- 
ing to that ftation, the governor is to execute this 
deed in triplicate, two of which are to be fent to 
us by different fhips, and the third kept by you ia 
your treafure cheft, that they may be ready to be 
made ufe of, either by us or you, if nccefiary. 

Extra& of the general letter from Bengal, dated 
the 2d of February, 1769. 

When the importance of this government is 
' confidered, by the intertills that yourfelves and the 
nation have in its profpemy, every mode of fup- 
porc that can be given for its liability, ought fully 
and impartially to be difculfed ; an uniformity of 
conduCt, a proper lupport in the executive power, 
and an inequality in the diftribution of rewards dif- 
fufed among the Jeveral members who compofe 
jour board in general, promife bed to fecure that 
harmony, fo eflential to give weight to its refolu- 
tions, and preferve that refpeCt by which govern- 
ment is to be maintained. 

Vol. IV. G 


.When 
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When public gratifications ate made, they arc 
fuppoftd to be marks for diftinguifhed merit, of 
pre-eminence of ftation ; and when no particular 
afts of former are affigned, they nil! always bs 
confidered in the latter point of view : As fuch, 
honourable fus, we could with that in appropria- 
ting the fbares of your indulgence from the reve- 
nues, you had not excluded the chiefs of the fubor- 
dinates, reftri&ed in trade, as they, as well as all 
your fervants, have' been by your late directions j 
they {hare a burtheh of the public duty equally 
with thofe Who you have indulged, without any fu- 
petior benefits. This hath been rtmonftrated to us 
by Mr. Rumbold, in his letter, entered in this day’s 
Conclufion, and hath induced us, until your plea- 
sure is known, to allow them, re ft rifted under fe- 
_ curityvto refund, fhonld it not meet your approba- 
tion, the fame proportion of your indulgence as you 
have preferred for the members of the council. 

From the above reafons it is, wc-v.ifh, that the 
council, being the immediate dire&ors of every de- 
partment, both civil and military, hath Hood di- 
Hinguiflied in your gratifications above every other ? 
not from any particular motive or defire to promote 
their Own interelf, and diminifh the (hare of ethers, 
but to pteferve that degree of rank and pre-emi- 
tience of ft&tion, in which you yourfelves have pla*- 
4 them : The inftances we would refer to are, 

A colonel you have indulged with if lhares. 

A member of the board and a lieutenant colonel, 
^rith if lhares f 


The 
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- The additional (hare allowed to Mr. Rumbold, 
was granted to him on confideration of the additio- 
nal trouble and attention he has as fupervifor of the 
Bahar collections, which bears a near proportion to ' 
the allowance you have been pleafedto make to the 
refident at the durbar, from a fimilar confidera- 
tion. 

An account cf the commiffions arifing on the 
net revenues from the ift of September, 1767, to 
the 1 ft of September, 1768, goes a number in the 
packet, and the diftribution thereof, we flatter 
ourfelvcs, you will find has been made conforma- 
ble to your fevcral orders : the balance of rupees 
13,603 : 10 ; ri, being the unappropriated com- 
rmflion we had, prior to our refoiution refpedting 
the chiefs of fubordinates, who are members of 
your council, directed to be carried to that head 
on your general books ; but, as this balance will 
be infufficient to anfwer that purpofe, we fhall be 
Under the needfity of accounting for the difference 
out of the prefent growing unappropriated com- 
miftion, and which we hope \yill meet with your 
* approbation : and permit us here, gentlemen, to 
return you our warm eft thanks for your bounty 
and kind confideration of us in this inftance. 

Extract of the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
a^d of March, 1770. 

<£ We have recch ed by the Sahfbury, an ac- 
count of the com mi fHon of the dewannee revenues 
of Bengal and Bahar, and thofc under your collec- 
tor-general, from the 1 ft of September, 1767, to 
the 3 1 ft of Auguft, 1 76S ; and by the Shre* fbury, 
a hive account of the fubfequent half-yeai, taken 
$ n an average of the revenues of the former. The 

net 
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nett receipts being there dated in genera! articles,' 
-would alone have rendered your account unfarisfac- 
tory to us, as we exptfWd to fee the receipts of 
3 our feveral revenues diftmftly fpecified : We 
therefore direft, that either feperate or connected 
tvith your future accounts of commiffions, you fend 
us a full and particular ftate of the receipts of the 
revenues of “Murlhadabad and Bahar, with thofe of 
the di ft rifts and provinces on which fuch commif- 
lion is drawn, exhibiting at the fame time the feve- 
ral charges and deductions to which the refpeftive 
revenues are fubjeft, the whole correfponding with 
the period of your (lace meats* 

And being now to confider the {hares you have 
thought fit to allow, in addition to thofe appointed 
ty our orders of the 20th of November 1767 ; ue 
fee with aftonifliment fuch an infraction of thofe 
orders, and fuch an abufe of our generofity, as 
appears in the diftribution made by your prefident 
and council, of any part of the fvirplus anting from 
the unappropriated {hares of this commiffion, which 
furpius we confider as a fund which would have 


admitted of our extending to our principal Tenants 
at Bombay, a fliare of that favour We had {hewn fo 
thofe of your prefidency : And we accordingly di- 
rected you to remit to them the amount of one and 
one-third lack of current rupees. 

Butty your advices, as well as your accounts of 
commiffion, ue find, that, contrary to our orders 
refpefting the Attribution of this commiffion, fo 
fully and exprefsly f et forth in our letter before- 
mcntiontd, you have taken upon yobrfolves to dif- 
pofb of a great of the unappropriated fta res, in the 
following manner ; * 


To 
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To the chief of Patna and fuperint en- 
dears of the Bibar revenues - *- i \ 

To the chief of Caffimbuzar - - - i *§ 

To the chief of Decca - - I \ 

To the furgeons of the army and your prefi- > 
dency, each three-fourths, , 

As this diftribution has been made in violation 
of our faid orders, we hereby require and direct, 
that fuch of you as were at that time members of 
our council, and the reprefentatives and attornies 
of fuch others as may be returned to England, do, 
inj our feparatc capacities, forthwith pay into 
our treafurj , in Bengal, the amount of the feve- 
ral Aims paid by you as a (bare, or {hares, of this 
commiffion, to any.perfon, either as a fuperin- 
tendant of the Bihar revenues, as chief of either 
of the fa&orics of Dacca, of Patna, Caffimbuzar, 
or Chittagong, as furgeon of the army, or of your 
prcfidency, or to any other perfon who may have 
received a fhare to which he was not entitled by 
our appointment; under which defeription we 
confjder Mr. Charlton, who received a lhare as 
member of council, for nine months before his 
odmiflion to a feat at that board, the amount of 
which you mult forthwith pay as here directed. 

As to any bonds, or other fecurity which you 
may lnve taken for the repayment of fuch {hares 
as might not be ipproved of by us, it refts wholly 
ivffn~)Ou riches to tahcluch raealures as you may 
think fit for the recover} of the amount of any 
fums paid without our authority; f 0 - v.e hereby 

renounce 
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renounce and difclaim any aft you may have dona 
in oppofition to our particular dirtftions, in re- 
fpeftto this commiffion, and from fuch breach of 
your duty we hold you refponfible for every undue 
payment. 

At a Seleft Committee, the 1 8th of September, 
1765. Prefent * 

' The Right Hon, Lord Clive, prefident, &c. ' 

Refuming the confidcration of the plan for car* 
Tying on the inland trade, in order to determine 
with refpeft to the company and the clafles of 
proprietors, the committee are upammoufly of 
opinion, That whatever furplus monies the com’ 
pany may find themfelves poflefied of, after dif- 
i charging their fevcral demands at this prefidericy, 

- the fame will be employed more to their benefit 
and advantage, in fuppljing largely that valuable 
branch of their commerce, the China trade, and 
aflifiing the want of their other fettlcments ; and 
that it will be more for their intcreft to be confi- 
dered as -fuperiors of this trade, and receive a 
handfomc duty upon it, than to be engaged as 
proprietors in the flock. Bellowing, therefore, 
all due attention to the circumftances of the com- 
pany’s being at the fame time the head and maf- 
tersof our fen ice, .and no.v come into the place 
of the country government by his majefty’s royal 
grant of the dewannee, it is agreed, that the in- 
land trade in the above articles ftiall be fubjeft to 
* a duty to the company, after the following rates, 
vhich are calculated, according to the belt judg- 
ment wc can form of the value of the trade in ge- 

neralj 
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jjctal, and the advantage Which may he expe&ed 
to accrue from tt to the proprietors. - 

On fait, 35 per cent, valuing the lof mauntfeat 
the rate of 90 rupees, and in confideration hereof, 
the prefent balance duty to be aboUfoed. 

On beetle -nut 10 percent* on the prime coft* 

On tobacco, 25 per cent, on ditto 
By this calculation we hope, may be produced a 
clear revenue to the company of at leaft 100,000 
pounds fterhng, per annum 1 , and fhould it appeal! 
•upon further experience of the trade, that the pro- 
fits will admitof an increafe ofthefe rates of duties, 
we hereby refolve, that a fair and impartial repre- 
sentation of the fame (hall be made to our honoura- 
ble -matters, in order to receive their directions, as 
it is our fixed determination to -render them all 
poflible fatisfadtion in this point. 

W)th refpcdtto the proprietors, Jt is agreed and 
refolved, that they (hall be arranged into three 
clafTes ; that each clafs (hall be intitled to fo many 
(hares in the (lochs, and chat a certain capital (lock 
(hall be agreed upon in order to afcertam the value 
of each (hare. 

According to the fcheme, it is agreed, that 
clafs firft (hall confift of the governor, five (hares ; 
the fecond, three (hares; the general, three 
Shares; ten gentlemen of council, each two 
(hares, twenty lhares; tiro colonels, each two 
'frarcs, four Shares; in all thirty-five (hares for 
the firft clafs. 


That dafs fecond (hail confift of one chaplain, 
iouiteta junior merchants, and three lieutenant* 
"S j™ “g^enpetfons, who (hall each 
be entitled to one third of a counfellor's propor- 
' tion. 
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"tion, or two thirds bf one (hare ; and which tnaUs_ 
"in all twelve lhares for the fecond clafs.. vVe 
’mean always to include in this number fuch junior 
.merchants as the company have thought, proner 
to fix in the fervicc; who', as well as the favors ' 
in the next clafs tlwt may be retrained from riling , 
as covenant fervants, fhaU however be entitled to 
* -their full lhare of the advantage of this trade. 

That clafs third lhall confift of thirteen fa&ois, 
four majors, four firft furgeons at the prefidency, 
.two firft furgeons at the army, one fecretary to 
the council, one fub-accomptnnt, one Perlian 
tranflator, and one fuh-export warehoufe-heeper ; 
an all twenty-feven perfons who lhall each been* 

' titled to one fixth of a counfellpi’s proportion, or 
one third of one {hate ; and which makes m all 
eight lharcs for the third clafs. 

• It is necefiary however to be obferved, that by 
this arrangement it is intended, and it is according- 
ly hereby 

Ordered, That twelve’ (hares in this trade lhall 
be allottee! to eighteen perfons, compofcd of the 
firft fenior and junior merchants, lieutenants, colo- 
nels, and chaplain or chaplains, all exceeding that 
number of thole ranks, tnuft Hand excluded until 
they can be included in it; and chaplains, be they 
more or lefs, to be reckoned only as one ftnior or 
junior merchant. ‘ 

That eight lhares in this traSe lhall, in like man- 
ner, always be allotted to twenty -four perfons, 
compofcd of the fenior fadVors, majors, furgeons, 
and the three officers abo.-e fpecified ; all exceed- 
ing that number of thofe ranks, are not to lhare 
«U they can be included in it. 

The 
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The committee have thus fettled the arrange- 
hient of the clafies, and the (hares in the (locks ; 
but they leave to the committee of trade to afccr- 
tdln the amount of the capital, as they mull be tHe 
moft competent judges of what fund will be re- 
quired* ; 

That the trade may meet- with no interruption i 
and for the better regulating the fame, the com- 
mittee of trade may from time to time, from bye 
laws# which have been communicated, approved 
and figned to, by the body of proprietors, they 
(the committee) (hall be impowered to enforce dnd 
carry into execution* , . » - . * 

That; the books of the fofciety (hall be opened thd 
firft of every September, and clofed the the 
following Auguft : that for the prefent year all 
pelfons who lhall for this time be deemed proprie- 
tors, and whofe names (hall be inrolled by the 
committee of trade, agreeable to this fcheine of 
diftribiltidn# fhall be intitled to their proportion 'Of 
profits arifing unto thd trade during the courfe of 
the year# whether abfence, or death Ihould enfuc, 
and fo in all future yea rs^ after the names of the 
perfons who may compofe the clafies (hall have 
been regularly inrolled. » 

Refolved, That Ad perfdn fhall lhare in a "dou- 
ble capacity, and receive a benefit at the fame time 
from his tank in the fervice, and alfo from fuch 
employment as he'may happen to enjoy; \ ’ * •* 
Ordered, that a copy of thefe proceedings be 
prepared and laid before the council, that they 
*53 y tranfmic the £cme$ with their directions, to 
the committee of trade; 

•-» , " (Signbd) Clive, See. 

VoL, IV. Estraa 
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Extract of Bengal general confiscations/ £rfh Serf. 

tender, 1765. * 

The right honourable lord Cure, pfefidenf, &c. 

« The prefident lays before the board a con<r of 
h= proceed, „g 5 of, he fifca committee, contain- 

mh Z S" 3 ? of[he p,an for ,1,,: lnl: "' d 

clilWH» ' he cora i’?"y> and tl« different 

* l *ru ° f l ^ e P ro P netors And, 

mmed SX haVebKn pe ™ fed ' J S recd « be trenf 
mitted to the committee of trade, with lnttruftiOn. 

t» proceed agreeably thereto. ‘"“ruction. 

(Signed) Clue,” &c. 
•At a general eourt^held pr iday th e r 8 ,„ of 
Refolved, * J * 

gtvefuchdire&on s L™?f°’ 2 i d '^t they do 

bly to the intereffs of the^ro 3 "”^ ogreea- 

as to them may w" com P an y and the fub-ih, 
fettling, here at Lhf P i T m 2 11 P ,uJe| l ( » either by 
this trade ow>ht t0 e’ ' B rc dt'^iDns under which 
« to the B ov?r„ 0 or conned ° f V * «femng 
regulate this important po,n, ?°', t W,llnm ’ 10 
roiy prevent all future difm »’ ^ ^ uc 1 * ma ftner as 
and the company! ed,f P utes betwixt the fubah 


- , Atteftcd b- 


*y P. Michel 1, Secretary/* 
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/it 2 {cleft committee the joth of Auguft, I 7 ^ 5 > 
at Tort William. 

£refcnt. i 

Williim Brightwell Sumner, Efq; present, f?ar* 
ry Verelft, Efq, ' j 

In conformity to the honourable company’s or^ 
f 3 crs v contained in their letter of the ju ot June, 
1764, the committee now proceeds to take into 
their confiderat on the fubjeft of the inland trader 
jn the articles of fait, beetle-nu*', and tobacco, the 
fyxse. dtCcmtfei of afc for- 

mer meetings, and Mr Sumner having lately coK 
lefted the opinions of the abfent members at large, 
op every cttcumftancc. 

It is agreed and refolved, tint the following 
plan for conducting this trade (hall be carried into 
execution, the committee eftccmmg the fame mo(t 
corafpondent with the company’s orders, and con- 
ducive to the ends which they have m view, when, 
fhey require that the trade {hall be put upon foch 
a footing nn may appear moft equitable for the ben 
pefieof their fer\ ants, leaft: liable to produce dis- 
putes with the country government, ahdwhereia 
their own mtereft, and that of the nabob, (ball at 
the fame ture be properly attended to, and con- 
fidered. 

i That the whole trade {hall be carried on by an 
eketufive company, formed for that purpofe, and 
confiftmgof all thoft who may be deemed juftly 
mtitlcd to Ihare That a proper fund {hall be rav- 
fed hy a Iqan at inter? fo for the fupply and the 
« fupporf 
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fupport .of the fame ; and that it ihall comment 
in the month of September enfuing, or as foon af- 
ter as may be found moft convenient. 

That all fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, produ- 
ced m, or imported into Bengal, {hall be purcha- 
fed by this c ftab lifted con*£any, and public adver- 
t dements (hall be iffued, ftriftly prohibiting all 
other perfons whatever, jvho are dependants on 
our government, to deal in thofe anicles. 

That application fhall be m^de fo the nabob tq 
ilTue the like prohibition to all his officers and fub- 
je£ts of the diftndt where any quantity of either of 
thofe articles is manufa&ured or produced. 

That the fait {hall be purchafed by contract, ori 
the moft xeafonable terms, giving the preference to 
the fa&ories of Decca, Chittagong, Burdwan, and 
Midnapore, for the produce of their refpedbve 
diftn£U, to the fouzdar of Houghley, and the other 
zemindars, for the produce of mgellee, tumloolc, 
xnyfidole, &c. and to fuch p-rfons as may offer the 
moft rcafonable propofal, tor the quantity produ- 
ced in Calcutta lands. 

That the beetle nut and tobacco fhall in the like 
manner be purchafed by contract, under luch 
terms and conditions as, upon proper inquiry, (hall 
appear to the managers to be the moft conformable 
to the intereft concerned 

That the contraaors for the faid oath Ihall agree 
to deliver it at certain fixed places at a ftipulated 
per maunds, comprehending fuch advance upon 
their contra&s with the zemindars and molungees, 
as may be tfteemed an equivalent to their riik, 
trouble, and bad debts. 

That 
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That as the advance will be made by the con- 
^radtors to the zemindars, &c. at a certain period 
of the feafon, in the ufual manner, fo (ball the ad- 
vance from the public company to the contractors 
be made in proportion thereto. , 

That the fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, there 
purchafed by the public company, fhall be tran- 
iported to a certain number of places for fale, to 
be there, and there only, difpofed of by their 
agents ; and that the country merchants may then' 
become purchafers, and again tranfport the articles 
■whither they think they have the greateft profpeeb 
of profit ; and by this means, not only the frequent 
oppreflion the inhabitants of the country have fuf- 
fered by Europeans having permiflion to traverfc 
to every place, for the fale of thofe commodities, 
will be put a flop to ; but by thus referring the 
patives and merchants a competent ffiare of the 
profits, both in the purchafe and fale, we may- 
hope for the good effedt of removing the gene- 
ral odium that has prevailed, from our fecking 
? o dcpri\ e them of every part of that trade. 

* That as it is apprehended fome difficulty hall 
arife in fecuring the produce of the Decca, and 
Chittagong diftridls, , by reafon of the property of 
the lands being fcattered in a number of hands 
all dependent on the government; it is agreed 
That application fliall be made to the nabob for * 
per\\atmabs on the feveral zemindars of thofe 
diftri&s, as well as thofe of Hotighler, Src. - 
ftriftly ordering and them to conrr-ct 

for all the fait that can be made on their 1-nds 
with the Englifh alone, and forbidding the Vale 
?° an y other perfon or perfoaswhatfbeTer. 
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'That the honourable company lhall cither 
(hire in this trade as proprietors, or receive an nn-» 
puai duty upon it, as may appear to be molt tor ^ 
their intcreft, when confidered with their other 
engagement and demands at this prefidency. 

. That the nabob (hall in like macmerbc conn- 
dered, as may be judged moil proper, either as a 
proprietor, or by annual nuzzaranna to be com- , 
touted upon infpe&ing a llatemcnt of his duties 
on fait in former y cots. 

That the manner in which the honourable 
company 3nd the nabob (hall be con fi dered, be- 
ing once determined, the remainder of this trade 
(ball be divided amongft the company’s fervants,^ 
arranged under certain clafles, and each clifs 
to (hare a certain proportion of the capita^ 
dock. ” ^ , J 

That a committee of trade (hall be appointed 
to receive the management of this pian, end prb-^ 
fecute the fame in alt its branches ; that they (hair 
be immediately authorifed to take meafnres for 
yaifing the fundatintereft, andro receive prdpofals, ‘ 
and fettle the contracts : and further, that for their 
aflifhnce in this work, a perfon (hall be appointed 
in the quality of their fecretary and accomptant. 1 
The foregoing regulation, the feledt committee 
judge, will be found a fufiicient ground-work for ' 
commencing this trade, to be improved hereaf- 
ter, as circumftances may occur and direct : and,* 
it is therefore agreed, « , , 

That delivered over to the committee 

of trade, as foon as they are appointed, with in- , 
ftru&ions to proceed in railing the money, and' 
making the contrafts s * . / 

Th 5 ‘* 
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The points contained In the tenth, edevcntfr> 
and twelfth regulations, as tlieir not being juft- 
fied, need be no itnpediment\to the profecution 
of this bufmefs, fo,the committee efleem them of 
fo much importance, that the fettlement of them 
ihould be delayed until the abfent members return 
to Calcutta ; and that they then be deliberated 
upon at a full committee. * 

Agreed, therefore, that the committee of trade 
be alfo devifed of this refolution, and that they 
ihall be hereafter informed of the diftributlon 
which may be fettled, with any other regulations, 

' which may occur relative thereto, for their go- 
vernment. 

Mr. Sumner acquaints the committee, that, 
being apprifed of the ‘intentions contained in the 
third and ninth regulations, he defued Mr. 
Sykes, when he lately went up to Murihadabad, 
to apply to the nabob for the necefTary penvannahs 
for authorifing and facilitating this trade ; and 
that he has accordingly' received from that gen- 
tleman perwanoahs to this purpofc, being 106 in 
number : the fame he now prefents to the com- 
mittee, together with fevcral papers of informa- 
tion, which he ha? collected, regarding the 
produce of the different difiridts, and the condi- 
tion that fait cao.be co titrated for. , 

Ordered, that they be delivered over to the 
committee oE trade, for tlieir guidance. * * 

* Taking now into confederation the appoint- 
ments of this committee of trade, the- feleft Com- 
mittee. are of opinion. That it fhould be 
pofed of two members of their body, and two 
gentlemen pf the council* * - - - 

* Agreed,' 
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, ' “Agreed/ therefore, that we recorftmcnd fo t&d, 
council, to appoint two of their members, to be 
i joined with two of the committee, to conftitute 
this .board, and receive charge of the plan ; and,’ 
.atthe fame time, to appoint a proper perfon to 
the office of fecretary and accomptant* 

^ (Signed) W. B. Sumner, &C* 

Ettrafl: of a Letter from the Right Hon. Lord 
' Clive, Prefident_ and Governor of Bengal, to 
the Court of Directors, dated coth Septem^ 
ter, 1765. 


The regulations of the nabob’s mintftry, the 
ucqumtion of the dewannee, and the honourable 
terms on which we have'concluded a peace with 
the toot °f the empire, ha. e placed the dignity 
and advantage of the Englifh Eaft-India company 
on a bafis more firm than our moll fanguine Jjkis 
There “ fcw , mon ' h5 a S° have fuggefied. 
fc Tw ’r ”'/” 11 noc inr “^ our flabi- 
\oufrom v are buE 'he out-works which guard 
counm“ln n3tural f ene ” , «. 'he natives of the 
more k'rmM w fafc ! dan S cr fliu fuhfirts from 
runtion d?t ‘ eacImes within, luxury, cor-> 
S “S>. ra P}'%- Thefe are poiTcffions 

riche, from whence 

* ’ demands 
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demands oUr mod lerious attention. The affairs 
of Bengal, however glorious and flourifliing the 
profpcdt may be now, cannot be fuccefsfUlly ma- 
naged by men whole views extend beyond a year 
or two, and who will let all orders from the court 
of dirc&ors at defiance, well knowing they mult 
have acquired an affluent fortune, or at lcaft a 
comfortable independency, before refentment can 
reach him. A competency ought to be allowed, 
to all >our fervants, from the time of their arri- 
val in India, and advantages Ihould gradually en- 
crcafe to each, in proportion to his Itatioti ; but, 

I would have few of them entertain hopes of re- 
turning to their native country till they have 
attained the rank of counfcllor ; then the profpeft 
ihould open to them, and they Ihould be certain 
of being enabled to return tn a few years with, 
independent fortunes. This certainty, would arife 
from the freight-fhips, from the privileges of 
trade (the advantages of which you are not unac- 
quainted vr ith) and alfo from the profits upon 
fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, agreeably to the 
new regulations which we have made, in order to 
rectify the abufes that have been fo long com- 
mitted in thofc branches of trade, to the great 
detriment of the country government, without 
view of benefit to the company. 

The regulations now efiabliflied for the fait 
trade, will, I hope, be entirely to your fatisfac- 
tion. I at firff intended to propofe, that the com- 
pany and their fervants Ihould be jointly and equal- 
ly concerned in the trade itfelf ; but upon bet- 
ter confidcration, I judged that plan to be rather 
unbecoming the dignity of the company, and con- 
cluded it would be better that they Ihould give the 
Vot - 1V - I trade 
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trade entirely to their fcrvants, and fix a duty U[f 
on it for themfelvcs, equivalent to half the profits* 
This duty we have computed at the rate of 35 
per cent, for the prefent ; but, I imagine it will he 
able next year to bear an incrcafe. The articles 
of beetle-nut and, tobacco being of lefs confe- 
rence, and yielding much lefs advantage, the du- 
ties upon them of courfc mull be lefs. For further 
particulars of thofe regulations) I beg leave to re- 
fer you to the committee's letter and proceedings, 
as I would not here trouble you with the repeti- 
tion of a matter which is there fo fully laid before 
you. . 

TKe advantages propofed for the governor and 
council, would undoubtedly appear extremely 
large to thofe who arc unacquainted v.ith the ' 
riches of Bengal, and the numberlefs opportuni- 
ties which the company’s fcrvants have of acquire 
5ng money. But you are now perfe&ly informed 
of the revenues of thefe kingdoms, and the prodi- 
gious emoluments^vithin the reach of gentlemen 
high in the fervice", will, I am perfuaded, agree 
with me, that if feme plan of the natuie propolcd, 
be not adopted, the governor and council will not 
-fail ro acquire much larger fortunes, by other 
means, in a much ihortcr rime, which mutt al- 
ways be productive of that quick fuccefiion, not 
only fo detrimental to your commercial intcreft; 
but fo totally incompatible with the acquifition of 
political knowledge, which ought now to be con- 
ttdered as a very material qualification in all your 
civil as well as military fcrvants. To obriate an 
objection which may arife, that they may pofli- 
bly proceed in the old way of procuring money, not- ’ 

with- 
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v, tthfcmdwg they accept of thefe allowance's, I would 
have an an oath tendered to them of as ftrong and 
iblcmn-natutcd as can be penned. I have drawn 
out the form of one agreeable to my idea of the ex- 
pedient ; and ha\ e the honour to inclofe it for your 
confideratton. To this may be annexed, a penalty 
hondof *50,000). to be executed by the governor^ 
and of 50,000). to be executed by each of the coun- 
cil. Thus the confidence of fome will be awa- 
kened by the legal confequences of perjury, and * 
pecuniary pumlhmcnt will be a fure guard over 
the hdnclty of others. Could the hearts of men 
be known by their general character in fociety, or 
could their conduct in a ftate of temptation be as- 
certained from their moderate attention to wealth,’ 
whilft the fuclden acquifition of it was impofiiblc, 
the propofal l make would be an affront to reli- 
gion and ro morality ; but fince that is not the 
calc in any part of the world, and Icaft of all fif 
in the Eaft, wemuft, for our own fecurity, impofc' 
fuch refiraints as lhall make it importable ever for 
bypocrify to introduce corruption. t 

The committee’s letter will fpecify the propor-' 
rion of emoluments propofed for the iisld officers, * 
from the new acquired ach antsges upon fait. The 
fame objection in) perhaps be made to this, which 
I fuppofe was hkcly to occilr with rcfpcfr to the 
plan for the benefit of the council fen ants; if fo, 

I beg leave to 'refer you to n»y propofal and re- 
marks upon that fubjecT, which are equally pro-, 
per and applicable to this. w 


"Extract 


Extra& of a letter from the feledt committee it 
Bengal, to the court of directors, dated the 
‘30th of September, 1765. 

« By confuting our proceedings of the jothof 
Auguft and 18th of September, >ou will be able 
to judge of the progrefs we have made in carry- 
ing your orders into execution relative to the 
trade of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, This fub- 
jed; we confider with all the attention poflible, and 
regard to your intereft, and good of the fervjce. 
We found thaf to remo\e the inconveniences of a 
free trade, prevent the opprfffions daily commit- 
ted, fave this valuable article of commerce from 
ruin, and diffufe the benefits refuhing indiferimv* 
nately among all your Tenants entitled to duftuclcs, 
it was neceflary to inveft the whole in an exclufive 
company, compofed of the three firft clafTes of 
your covenanted Tenants, the field officers, chap;* 
lains, and head furgeons, * In admitting the field 
officers, and ftajwg the proportions allotted to 
each clafs, we had particular regard to your pre- 
fent fituation of your council, and field officers who 
are now excluded any emoluments they before en- 
joyed. It is our opinion, that gentlemen who have 
rifen to their flattens with credit and reputation, 
are certainly entitled to fomething more than a fub. 
fiftcnce. They even have a right to expedt fuch 
advantages in your fervice, as may enable them tc 
return in a few, years with independency to their 
native country. With refpedt to the company) 
} ve are nnanimoufly of opinion, it is proie for theii 
jptcreft to be copfidere^ fupeyiors thai) proprietors, 


' ' 1 % 1 

and as the royal grant of the dcu.annce renders the 
j irh article unnecefiary, we are thereby enabled 
to fubject the trade to a duty which \vill produce 
a clear’ annual revenue of 120,000 1. ilerhng* 
Whatever furplus of their revenues the company 
may find thcmfelves pofieffed of, after difeharg- 
ing ail the demands on this prefidcncy, \vc ima- 
gine may be employed much more to their bene- 
fit, in fupporting and extending the China trade, 
and aflilhng the wants of other prcfidencics. 

Hon ever, lboiild it cither appear that tve have 
miftahen the company’s real intereft, or that the 
profits of the trade vail admit of incrcafed duties. 
It is our refolution, to give alljioflible fatisfaSion 
onthofe points to our honourable matters, and to 
lay bfefore you a fair, full, and candid reprefenta- 
tion of the amoupt of the colls, charges, and Tales 
of the firft y ear. 

/ 1 j 

Elttraft of the general letter from Bengal, 'dated 
the /30th September, 1765. 

“ The feledt committee having taken under confi- 
deratiori '3 our orders touching the inland, trade in 
the articles of fait, beetle nut and tobacco, , they 
communicated to the board, m their next proceed- 
ings a let of regulations formed thereupon, as the 
general work of a plan for carrying it bn in future 5 
we beg leave to refer you to the proceedings them- 
felvcs for your particular information of this plan ; 
and have here to inform you, that Meffieurs Sum- 
ner, Verclft, Leycefter, and Gray, were in confe* 
cjuence, conftituted the committee for receiving 
charge thereof, and managing it on behalf of the 
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body of the proprietors, with authority to tor reft 
pond with the fubordinate factories, and to purfue 
all fuch meafures as might conformable thereto ap- 
pear to them eligible and proper ; and that the ne- 
, ceflary advice and orders were given accordingly to 
the fubordinates, and publication made, prohibi» 
t’mg all perfons dependant on the conipany*s go- 
vernment, from entering into any new engage- 
tnents in thofe articles unlefs any contraftors with 
the committee for the purchafe of fale of them: 
we have alfo to note to you, that Meflrs Leycefler 
and Gray diflented to the authority the felcfl: com* 
mi tree had taken upon thtmfclves on this occafion, 
cltcemmg it in no wife delegated to them by the 

<■ L""?T of their appointments : and 
hat the fubjtft Ihould have been confidered ard 
determined on in council, » ( 

the T m n S-T i ‘ t ' e r 0f t' radel ’ avin S “tmd upon 
the prefccufot of the plan, tvf have received 

"P^enratton for having foe focietyJ 
their “' n0ntwns ■» tft COUtfe of 

ma&nZ , g3scmc . n ? ! 3ncl Soliciting from . 
f « ' the m 1” " c nnight think fufiicient to en- 
re to them the exclufuc rights to the trade till* 
timfe engagements arc concluded, the fame ’time 

-grtabk m d vo' C 7k fC3l \ n . « it fha.f be 

We could not L 1t ' 3t t P ,an ihould fubfift. 

tions for, drawing accordinnlv fn , S 1 ' tn dircc- 
may be thought Mcicnt 5?r f h * wr,tin E »« 
font nronrle,,". '? fcc "t= to the pre 


font proprietors the richt i„ o- t0 thc P 
no, rctpuclt your permfnion ro^etw 
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for the future concerns * if the plan meets with 
^ our approbation. 

The ieleft committee having laid before us a 
copy of their proceedings, containing their cotv 
clufion of the phn for carrj ingon the inland trade, 
with refpedt to the company, and the clafles of 
proprietors, and the fame has been dein ered 'over 
to the committee for managing the trade within- 
flru&tonsto proceed conformably thereto.” 

Extract of Bengal general conful cations, dated the 
i6ihof beptember, 1765. 

Prefent, 

The right honourable lord Clive prefident, &c. 

The committee for managing the plan of trade 
in the referved articles of lair, beetle nut and to- 
bacco, and in the following letter, folicitmg a 
detd to flcure the proprietors in the right »to the 
fame, during the continuance of their prefent en- 
gagements ro be renewed every feafbn, as long as 
it may be agreeable 10 the honourable company 
that this plan fiiouli fubfift. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

" In confequence of the plan v htch you have been 
p’eakd 10 trull 10 our management, we have, fdr 
fame time paft, been tahmg meafures for regula- 
ting the trade of fait, beetle nut ard tobacco, and 
having ahead' concluded conGderable contrails for 
the purchafe of thefirfl article. 


IlaVsr; 
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Having thus engaged in (he trade, and made si 
Vances of the focietyk property, with a view of 
being able to carry it on agreeably to your faid 

„ "b .I'trTf * l n / cc f ar y confideration with os, 
an behalf of the body for whom we aft, to have 
them fecurcd againft any innovations during the 

terms'’of nC h e ° f * w prcfcnt cn Sag=ments. S The 
terms of the purchafe contradfs will run for the en- 
tity tbT° d Taj he feV£ral amclcs > 3nd the 
we fhr, f b concl “ de d as foon after as poflible ; 

cil wHI lord,h! P and conn- 

Vou fhall rhinV a deed or writing as 

you (hall think fufficient to fccurc to the focietv the 

nmand , f °K P Urchar ' : of ' h = articles nf ftk, beat 
” , and tobacco, produced in the provinces of Ben-' 
gal, Bahar, and Orifla, f rom the firft of S- Jrm 

Would arife to the proprietors fh gr '“ hk 

fuchconcerns' he * *^£3 

ro^arti^r^- »= fatisfied in this 

‘ , are > " lth tefpeft, 

Fort William, Youtof C-' 1 '' 1 ""’ 

Sept- 11,1765. Iourffi afloWient humble fervt. 

W. B. Sumner, &c. 

The 
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The fame having been purfued and confidered,' 
\Ve are unanimous of opinion refpe&ing, the pro- 
priety of pafiing the deed requeued the fociety. 
-And, 

a.' one \s accordingly ordered to be prepar- 
ed by Mr. Wittall, for the fecurky of the prefent 
proprietors. 1 

It is agreed to apply to the company for per- 
miffion to renew the fame for the future concerns, 
if the plan meets with their approbation. And, 

‘ The committee is advifed in.anfwer accordingly , 
with further informations, that when the prefent 
deed is prepared and executed, it fhall be imme- 
diately panfmitted them. 

To ‘William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; &c. gen- 
tlemen of the committee of trade. 

(t Gentlemen, . - 
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As foon as the deed is prepared and cxcculed. it 
mil be immediate ly tranlpmted to j ou. 


Fort Will, Jm , Vcarc. 
j6th Sept. ij6j. Gentlemen, • 

Your mafl; obed* fernne# 


txtraft of the Bengal general confutations, dated 
y Mie 2*d of Januarj, 1765. 


!T, . , , Prcfenf, , 

ihe right honourable lord Cine, prcGdent, &.c. 


Extra £t of the Bengal deleft confutations,' dated 
the 23d dayof Jul y „, 768 . 

The honourable Harry Vordh, Ef q , pedant, fa. 


gong and Dto” 1 accent !he S 5-”, ,lt P’ cn at chl!tl ' 
n?bob Meer Tafficr ha\in CI V* C balances, the 
good all ^rraken to maU 

Wg ordered to relmm„rn , 1 “ ^l ue,lce ° f 'heir 


be- 


gy ditto, ditto - _ rupees 25,000 o 


^iL^'W'^rafot.. n,;,l 6 ‘>454 ° 


bXcedTto^T^' ^ *• 

for fair fr °"> a contradb 


for fair , T f from a c 

iOTderftom theVdca™™ 11 '’ asper 

leleCt committee j Sj1z6 


IS 

At 



At a contJufion, *dated the 31ft of Augutf, 1767* 

I*refent, , ? 

The- honourable Harry Yerelft, Efq; prefident, £ccx 

Mr.RufiU having met with a minute of Mn 
Sumner’s, dared the zrth of September laft, rela- 
tive to the mongunhees fait balances ; he now beg$ 
leave to deliver it in with Tcveral papers therein re- 
ferred to, and requells the board’s orders concerning 
them, having daily application from thofc to whom 
the balances is due j he adds* that it appears by* 
the' proceedings of the committee of fait trade, 
that thefe accounts had been referred by the board 
to them, and that they returned thchi approved 
the 29th of Oftober, but as nothing of this ap- 
pears on the face of the confutations, not even Mr* 
Sumner’s minute, Mr. Rufiel is at a lofs to lcnoty 
what further is necefiary, or whether the balances _ 
are to be difebarged by the colle&or-general. Hc> 
further informs the board, that many more .claims 
have been lodged fince the date of Mr. Sumner’s 
mmute, and the accounts are now under e^ami-* 
nation. v 4 . / 

30th July, 1767, ~ 

* * Claud Ruffe!, Colle£tor-general.< 

J Sumner’s minute i$ 'now alfo'read as fol- 
lows: * « __ 

Mr.. Sumner JhavW r examined tlie feveral 
r accounts and claims of the Kallery fanners oti, 
the Molungees, for fait balances rifing in the? 

year. 
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As (bon as the deed is prepared and executed, it 
mall be immediately tranfpimtd to job. 

Fort Will, aip, Wcar ' 

jdthSept. i 7 6 5 . Gentlemen, • 

Your moltobcd {errant* 

fixtradt of the Bengal general confultations, dated 
the 22 d of Januar), 1766, 

The right honourable lord Clive, prefident, &c. 

^&ssssssssr-’’^‘‘ 
B “ cf »- S;s /“» “ 

n. ■»»«» H^wl.sr,, a „ 

gong and Ducca'acen 1 * Sontlcmen at Chitti- 
n&bob M^er Jaffirr h,, Un ^rfalt balances, the 

gotrfallfUtreus r nd ' rtaken “ toU 

i“S ordered to relinomlh ^ F onfec l uc noe of their be- 

EythegovernoltZotitr 0 "”"^ 

A) ditto, ditto ^ ' ru l 1: cs a 5,000 o 

*■* *• 61,454 °- 
for fait with the “we ™"’ 1 contri!a! “ 
border from the ftleft™™"'* as T cr ’ 

C a committee j s , t3 , B t S 

At 


At 'a conclusion , .dated the 3 ift of A u guff, 1763^ . ' 

' ' , ' , . V- ' -Prefent,' - ‘ ;• . \ '?{ ’ ' 

•■The- honourable Harry Terelft, Efq; prefident, &cx ’ 1 

; v MrlRufiel having met with a minute of Mri 
Sumner's, dated the nth of- September laft, rela4 1 
-.tire to the mongunhees fait balances ; he now begS 
leave to deliver it in with fevera! pipers .therein re- 
ferred to, and -requefts the board’s orders concerning . 
them,- having daily application from thofc to whom 
•the' balances is due ;"he adds* that it appears by* 

'the proceedings of the committee of fait .trade," 
that thefe accounts Had been referred by .the board- 
'to .‘them, .and .that they returned thein rapprored- 
the. 29th of O&ober, but as; nothing of this ap-» 
peirsdn the face of the consultations, not evert Mr#* 
Sumner’s 'minute, Mr, -R'ufiel is .at a lofs.to lcnoty; 
what further is neceflary, /or' whether the balances^ . 
arc to be difeharged. by the collector-general. ’ - Hej • 

' further informs. the board, that many more, claims- 
1 Have. Been lodged .fince the date of Mf.‘ Sumner’s. 
<minute, an4 the accounts are now under/examb* 
■nation.' ' . \' r -i 

v $oih July, 1767*'' *’ 

‘ ' v ' "*• '■ ' ; * Claud Ruflel, Collcftor-geheral. 1 

1 j . ^ r ? Sumner’s mimifeis now* alfo'read; as, fol- 

- ' Mr.,, Sumner .’-having r examined ' the feveral 
accounts ‘.and claims or - the Kallery * farmers ' on, 

' tire Molungees, for fait balances ;-rifing in the? 

• r ' ‘ ' .year. 



•r 71 ] 


years 1762 to 1765, and haying alfo coippared the 
xame with the accounts of different molungeesj 
f’ttds, that the grofsbalancesof the whole areadjufted 
pretty much to their fatisfa&ion. But as iomp 
indulgences, which the farmers think themfelves 
entitled to, have very much incrcafed the faid 
balances, and caufed much difeontent to the mo- 
iungees, he has thought it neceffary, for the bet- 
ter fettling and adjufting thereof, to have refer-* 

this fa rCr ° IVCS ° f thc commit£ee of Iands on 

B ac J ord * n E 1 y fuch extracts from 
5** J k °r P roceedm gs»‘m 1762 and 1763, as 


intod of d LT Je by *'*""»* » 


honourable board will on, imagines the 


from the baton? J lid charges to be dedufled 

-dthKttll. >' ‘ te W ” 

to this flatement he u b3 ' an , c ^ s > agreeable 
together with a cr’enrril ao "* b ^ ore the board, 
copies of thc flreral bftra ^ °? the whole, and 

their further confIde r ',ir„r mS f ° llowi "S' fton * 


from f 7 ?4 to t i°j6 t ]l and ' ns ‘ ba1ance of falt duty, 
.3- Out£ndJ“*S‘ 0 t ^ alfe tf' '«nts ditto, 
country Kallery molungecs tef John'Burdett^E^'; 

4. James 
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« *4. James Amyatts Efq; in account yflth the 
honourable company for Kallery rents and falC 
duty. . ; 

The board’s fcntiments on the payment of the 
moiunges fait balances, concurring entirely with 
the arguments made ufc of by Mr. Sumner, the 
collc&or is nowdtre&ed to difehargethe amounts 
thereof, being maunds 105,827 39 4 at the rate^ 
of 60 Arcot rupees per maunds, ^ 

(Signed) H. Verelft, See. 

Jixtraft of the Confutation of the Committee of 
New Lands, the 21ft Auguft, 176 5, 

" ' } 
Prcfcnt, Wm. Brightncll Sumner, &c. 

“ The farmer of the l.hafivhallaries, as the'fea- 
fon of the year is now arm ed for making frefli 
advances, informs the committee of his intention 
of rclinquilhing his farm, and requefts the com- 
mittee will point out in what manner he is to re- 
cover the balances due to him from the molun- 
gccs.. , r ' * 

Confidenng the regulations which are now 
about to take place, regarding the fait, the com- 
mittee ate of opinion, That it will be more eligi- 
ble to put the khalkhallaries on the fame footing 
with the others in the company’s purgunnahs 
and that therefore the company, Ihall pa> off the 
balances ..due from the molungees-of the khalkal- 
Jarics; and, insider to reimburfe the company 
for this advance, that the renters of the Lhalkaila- 



I n 1 

ries do in the faur manner pa) a dun of ten per 
cent as is dene on the reft. 1 

Read a letter from the committee of trade, re. 
queftmg °ur permiffion, to lot out, and let the fait 
rhallines in the Calcutta lands to their contrac- 
tors, acquainting us at the fame time, that they 
h 1 make the faid contradicts refponfible in 
J! r ,, cont ” a ,V for the companj’s dutic, , and 
‘ i?, 1 ' ler h ,Crdt,lm “ o report 
Ordemd P rh OD | S the) do L ft,lle thl! central. 

^teledmg.'Tnd' 0 b = *““« d ^ ^ 

Jig***' r '" c,3 r> r do acquaint the com- 
divide and let'rh? tVn^ l ’ a ' c our Pwmiffion to 
puipofe. the kh;,!kr, « >" <he manner they 

S-ttraft of 'Bengal general Confultation, the' 
26th Auguft, 1768, 

v Prefcnt, 

The Hon. Harry Vcrelft, Efq, Prefdent, Re, 

E Coital G L /ne"l f to ra th R 'r ard Bcccher ' 

Port \Villiam|datcd th^28th Jnh^^y68; 

i 7 ?/ t T| efi ‘ m3 ! e for <hc )ear7 
77 Ani) t fc 6 CoIe ^ ed U.f ^096,00^ 1 * 

pcSerr-^ir' 

foon, and without difficulty ^ j* ? 8 > 8 ^9 0 

‘ An 4 



And the amount of the BarO* 
boury and Medinmull khailary 
rents, which will likewife he 
coll eft ed without difficulty, and 
would have been brought to ac- 
count in April laft, but* out of b 1 70,000 Q 
tendernefs ro the merchants, who * 

pleaded with inability to make 
quy fales lb long as the reftric- ' '* f 

tipp^enjoined by the fociety of 
trade - - 


4 Sicca rupees 1,244,862 r 

^ The accounts of laft year’s coileftion will, I 
Hope, evince, that there is no probability the 
company’s intereft will fuller by the colleftions 
continuing in the hands of {he collector general j 
tyhich, .however, you will be able to forfa a 
jufter idea pf, from an abftraft of the colleftions 
that have been made fince the Bengal year 1169, 
which I- now deliver you, and which, compared 
with the following ftatement, will ftiew at one 
view how much the laft gear’s coileftion exceeds' 
what h^s ever , been collected in any' former 
year. • 

.Colleftcdofthelaftyeai’sHuf-? • / - v • 
tabood rupees ----- ,O0 3 1 0 

Of old balances - - - 1,65,990 3 o. 

' And calculating the hhallaryy - 9 

duty before- mentioned, which 1 
ought to be added in making a y 1.70,000 o o~ 
companion with thejformer year’s, I 
wherein.it is concluded - - J J 

Total fum. Sicca mpees 13,31,993 4 o 


t i 

Thehigheli collection in on el 
year, as by the abftraCt for fi\e (10,85,252 o 17 
years proceeding appears to be ' 

The increafe therefore of) 
the laft year’s collection is, > 2,46,741 3 2 
Sicca rupees ■ J J 


The deduction of Sicca rupees 2,36,010, feems 
alio proper, it being the eftimated amount of 
the fait khallary rents and duties for the years 
1172 and 1173, which I find was appropriated by 
the fociety of trade, in confequence of the provi- 
ii°n made for the company from their fund at 
their firft. inftitution. 

' (Signed) Richard 'Beecher* 

FortAVilliam. * . 


AtaSeleft Committee, dated the 3d Sept. 1766.' 

The Right Hon. Lord Clive, Prefident,' &c. 

The Right Hon. the Prefident la>s before the" 
Committee the following Minute : 

“ Gentlemen, 

land, Ae C co”rt ^fT V d 'P™»* from Rng- ' 
proprie^oHhffenW dcbatc . d «Pon the 
trade in the articles® of ftj/'be’rt' 5 BcngaI 
bacco ; and it could nn. v bec, l e -nut, and to* 
continue to them the en' ex P e< 3cd they would 1 * 
m the en J°ynicnt of thofe profits-.- 
1 . 1 - 
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ble branched, unlefs means were devifcd by 
which the natives -would no.Iopger be opprefied, 
and by which the nabob and the company would 
largely partake of the advantage upon a firm per- 
fuafion, that fuch means would be devifed, they 
were p'leafed td defer their final determination of 
this matter till the fcntiments of the feledt com- 
mittee fhould be tranfmitted to them! By all their 
letters of laft year, and by feveral of this, they, 
fiill feemed inclined to wait for our reprefenta- 
tion; but by their letter of the 19 th of February 
laft, per Lord Camden, they pofitively forbid 
their fervancs to have any concerns whatever in 
this trade. At that time, indeed, they could not 
have had the ledft idea of the favourable change 
in the affairs of thefe provinces, whereby the in- 
teieft of the nabob, with regard to fait, is no 
longer immediately concerned. A ; 

“ When we firft took this important matter 
into confideratian, I joined in opinion with the 
reft of the committee, that if the trade could be 
put upon fuch a footing, that the nabob fhould 
receive more than had been received by arty of k 
his predecefiofs, the company be amply confi- 
dered, and the natives become purchafers upon 
terms full as confiderable as in former times; the 
Servants might be indulged in the privilege, un- 
der fuch certain rules and reftriftions, as would * 
make the trade carry with it as little as poffible 
the odious form of a monopoly* * „ * 

“ XhnlK’puntra hnivfchnani firrfrcir: \ xmfanttvh 
to the plan laid down laft year. - My abfence 
from the presidency, the multiplicity of affairs 
then in agitation, wherein the peace and tran- 
Yol, IV. L quility 
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Sv' ) '5w.? r,™''"" 5 ' ‘ hc intcrefiofthe com- 
, d i heh our of thi "»•<“■, '-ere more 
'W^' V . ct,nc f™ d > presented my hatine 

fn?oS°“I, C r ld i ,3 ,' c ' vin ’ cd totlut impo-t” 

dcunnet / lth . ou ,E h ^) - ,hc ooquifition of lit 
ttatanner, the tv hole Af the duties bclonninc: to 

me m C SAf y d,e 3ndby - ,he M3 
rfotSo/s dTken'^e r2dC> r m3ny uftM 

fervation , , I’ IaCc ; y«, from my ob- 

"f a, ifs 5 : 

ss5S&js;li?^si;s 

“5 Sfsg-SSSSfi*’ ■- 

xcfalution of the courtof "'."ft bring us the ufuat 

°"r d-fpotcherb^h 'a/ntl ofe 0 ”', in =" r "" » 

nottvithflandine the nr r ' Stephen* ; and if, 

«ts, they Sid thff™ ' 5‘ UUlon <* < *e*r af’ 

0 ! dm ,P" lord Camden, « £n K ?J th ' ]t 
obey them ; and I am 'if', “ c our duty to 
obejed by rfd" comm?,,^ 

Jf ar 3’> upon receipt of " ut J** 0n tbc con * 

Should change their fentim - rc P rc f cnta tions, they 
* hc fegulatilns spproic cf 

ftould be I„ft onour ha ''?' read y made, no time 
for carrying on the t P ra <j,7n E ®abWh,ng the m d 
dance which the The eonfi- 

pl^fed particularly to e\nr have bcerf 
to fettle upon an eLitablf nf m , m ? en dcavours 
hat been the fourefof fo 1 ^" that trade which' 

/ c vits, cannot but 
promote 



.£ So ] 

Sixthly, that a certain price be fixed forth?,, 
(ale of every maund of Fait at every tow n, marker, 
or village, where it is fold,’ according to the 
diftance and former cuftotn. ' 

Seventhly, that if fait be fold to any of the bu : 
zars, or markets, for one coury above the fiipu- 
lated price, the vender fhall not only forfeit all 
thefaltthcrc found in his pofleffion, but be liable 
.to a forfeit of 1000 rupees for every lcomaundsof 
fait fo fold ; and the fait and money fo forfeited 
.FbalL go,' one half to the informer, and ope half, 
to the government* • ' > ' 

Eighthly, that the miniflcrsat Muxadavad an 4 * 
Patna have copies fenc them of the new regula- 
tions, and that they be defired to apply to the* 
nabob to make the fame known throughout thq * 
three provinces ; and that every pheustdan, &c. 
fee they be put in execution upon pain of being 
difmified from his employment. 

Ninthly, this bufinefs being entirely commer- 
cial, I propofe, that in the inilrument of agree-, 
ment for the next year it fhall be provided, that 
- the fociety of trade be anfivcrablc to' the board' 
•for their conduit, tjrat the board may cither 
make new regulations, or amend thofe made by 
the fociety of trade, as they fee fit ; and that in 
cafe of neceffity, the feted committee fhall hav e 
power to controul the con dud of the* whole. 

Tenthly, that a duty of fifty' per cent, be paid 
to the company upon all the fait provided in their 
own lands, and fifty per cent, to the government, 
upon all the fait provided upon the lands of the 
government, and fifteen per cent, upon beetle, 
which duties will, in fad, be brought to the 
* * * -company's 
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.pom party's credit, which according to the j>refen£, A 
ftate of the fait trade, will produce the company 
from twelve to thirteen lacks of rupees per an- 


yium. 

The prohibition of a free inland trade, however 
difagreeable to individuals, muff now take place, ' 
and be ednfined to imports and exports, and to 
their immediate returns ; which returns Ihall be __ 
made only to the pre(idency,‘ or to one or other of 
the eftablifhed factories. The company arefove r 
reigns in India, and they have declared, that the 
rradc carried on for thefe four years paft, is an 
ufurpation not only of their prerogatives, but of 
yhc privileges of the natives, and repugnant to 
the exprefs and repeated orders of the court of , 
directors. The indulgence, however, in the 
trade of fait, upon the tcoung I hope It will now 
be eftabhihed, ibould, in my opinion obviate all 
complaints : fince it feems to be the moft equita- 
ble modes between the company and their fer- 
\ants; and, at the fame time, a diftributioh of na- 


tural right to the people of the country. Confi- 
derirg that the late great advantages of unlimited . 
trade arc cut off, I cannot imagine, that the court 
of directors will deny their fervants this ihare of 
benefit, as a recompence for their attention and « 
affiftancc in the management of the important 
concerns of thefe provinces. On the other hand, 

I would have the fervants look upon thefe emo- 
luments as a gift from the hand of their em- 
ployers, offered them annually in reward of their 
iidclm, and which will’ certainly be with-held 
from them, if ever their authority Ihould be tz- 

fifled. 
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-Rifled, "and difeontent and rapacity take place of 
gratitude and moderation. 


CLIVE,'" 


His lordfhip’s minute having been read and mi 
nutely confidered, the regulations therein fpeci 
tied, were unammoufly approved. 

Agreed therefore. That the prefideni's regulation 
for the inland trade be laid before the council will 
all convenient fpeed for their approbation, in or- 
d=r that the neceffitry inlhruftions for profecunne 
^ { °' »■« onfulng feafon, may be 
- ReS y S' d 1° comml "' :c Of trade, 
cffivivfk That the above concerns fhall confift 

inro H whh“,h d ,h f thc Hall fta«4 

names ,n .k, H f ‘ Vml P r °P Mt '°ns affined to their 

SSn" afCC ' uincd in ** follow, ng 


At a 


confutation, the S.h of September, i 7 66. 


The right honourable brd Clive, prcl ident, &c . 

'TM. _ 


12th ofAuguft i fo dfe 3d of'E C ° m ™ lf " : ! \ om 11 
fore the board and rh? ^September are laid b 

cerns therein' p’ropofed bein' a ''° nS f ° r the C01 
Ordered t . c bcm S ^proved, 

2nd that the fame time* b” d a '" r the co bf u,tit!o ' 

following gentlemen, who'^n^"*"' 11 - 'V“ 
“ nfaUtt 
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For carrying the plan into execution as foon as 
poffible. 

* William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; See* 

ExtraCl of a general letter to Bengal, per Wbr* 

* cefter, 6cc. dated the 9th of February, 1764* 

Ueceveed m Bengal, 15th July, 1764* 
ci Ofie great fource of difputes, mifunder (land- 
ings, and difficulties, which have occurred with the 
country government, appears evidently to have ta- 
ken its rife from the unwarrantable and licentious 
manner of carrying on the private trade by the 
company’s fervants, their gomalbhs, agents, and 
others, to the prejudice of the fubar, both with 
refpeCt to his authority and the revenues juftly due 
to him. , 

The diverting and taking from his natural fub- 
jcdls the trade- in the inland parts of the country, to 
\v hich neither we, or any peifons whatfoever, de- 
pendent upon u£, or under our protection, have 
any manner of right, and confequently endanger- 
ing the company’s very valuable privileges, m or- 
der therefore to remedy all ihefe diforders, we do 
hereby polmvely order and direCh < 

That from the receipt of this letter, a final and 
effectual end be forthwith put to the inland trade 
m fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, and all other articles 
whatfoever, 'produced and confumed m the coun- 
ty , and that all Europeans* and other agents, or 
gomallahs, who have been concerned in fuch trade, 
be immediately ordered down to Calcutta, and not 
fpffered to return, or bn replaced as fuch, by any 
other perfon*. 





i u i 

, Tfutonr firmauni privileges of being duty-free, 
a^e certainly confined to the company’s export and 
import trade only, you are to have recourfe to/ and 
keep within, the liberty therein flipulated and gi- 
ven, as nearly as poflible Lc done j but as by the 
connivance of the Bengal government, and con- 
ltant Wages, the company's covenant iervants 
have had the fame benefit as the Company, with 
iclpect to their export and import trade. *’ 

We are willing they (hould enjoy the fame, and' 
that duftucks be granted accordingly j but hetein 
the mod e rfe£t ua l care ; s ,° bc [hat n0 ex r 

^ fo ' d U P°" an f accMnt 

mr er,v,n’ ?°r duftuck | ran,ed t0 “y other than 
whhfonT, tV r an,S aforef:ud however, not- 
wtthftandmg any of our former orders no writer 

ed out a his' h f S'"' & a dufluc h, until he has ferv-' 
freemerchamt ? fiV£ ycars “ that ftation s 
have th. T? t sand others are not intitied to, orta 

• tte.opay^uL 0 idu‘iL COmPany ' S duftu£ks - b “‘. 

As no agent or gomaiiahs, are to refido nn ac- 

o™theMSnttv'alTh e r a m njrof the inl “ d P a '« 
ed pr vate Sc . v "'®? 00 a «°unt oflicenf- 
them™' ofrt i ' CJ . tr ‘ cd aa b f a " d through 
rending at the fevcrS s .. cov ' nanIeti fervams, 
been ufual. <hbord.nates faftories, as has 

gmTg e o a r ders n t o h tde n r C , C ' ffily c 0f S™g.he before-' 
of the country and ha,m° prc< f rve 'he tranquility’ 

the ipirit of^ and our meaning in^hem^as C may be' 
neceflary 
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icefiary to anfwer the defired purpofes. And if 
j y perfon or perfons are guilty of a contriventioa 
them, be they whomfoevcr they may ; if our own 
rvants, they are to be difmilfcd the fervice, if 
hers, the company’s protection is to be with- 
awn ; and you have the liberty of* fending them / 
rthwith to England, if you judge the nature of 
e offence requires it. 

We cannot avoid, in this place, taking notice of 
ie endeavours of prefident Vanfittart, to form a 
an of regulations ; which, though it appeared fo 
Ivantageous to individuals, was ftrongly cenfured 
y the majority of the council, as not giving them, 
:cording to their way of judging, a fufficienc fcope 
f their unwarrantable trade ; however, we are fa- 
sfied of the prefident's good intentions ; but, at the- 
tme time, we fav it was not calculated fo as to 
reveut future mifunderftandings with the fubah 
id his government, becaufe thereby an inland 
iade was to be admitted of, which has been be- 
ire obferved, would certainly be attended with 
onftant embroils and difficulties.” 

Extract pf the generat letter to Bengal, dated the' 
* 15th of February, 1765. 

“Incur letter of the eighth of February, and fir ft ‘ 
of June laft, we gave you our fentiments and di~' 
re&vons, very fully, in refpect to the inland trade 
of Bengal ; we now enforce the fame in the ftrong- 
eft manner, and pofitively infift, that you take no 
fteps whatever towards renev/ing this trade, with- 
out exprefs leave ; for which purpofe you mull no^f 
. v Voi. l iV. • M . fail 
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fall t° give us the fulled information upon the fub« 
jeer, agreeable to our above-mentioned dire£hon a 
r i?i mforci «3 0Lr *" ai d or dt.r> ib the more indif* 
pcntable neceflary, from our obferung the coas- 
plaints of the prefent nabob, taken notice of aal 
referred to, in our fepente letter of the 20th cf 
» 1764, relating to the many difficulty 
nardlhips, and oppreffions, ue met with, rcfulti g 
tromthe before- mentioned unwarrantable and It 
ccntious trade* We have futh an mure confidence 
m lord Chves great abilities and good intentions, 
that we make no doubt thefe great abufes wiliU 

f ? arU k U ar 1? *” s cjre anti attention , 

he ' v ' n be to carry thttfe our ord. 1 
effectually into execution. 

' f l° u ,n {° rm us Of an increafe to our reverb 

SLSokS C T b , ek mpKS f ™” «&« 

xsSrfVK’r’S-'s 

■cut has ar.fi from ,'b‘s tax." Sr ' CVanres ° r dlfcon- 


Xatl& ° f thc lttt5r to B '"S‘h dated . 
26th of April, j j 6 s . 


Chve, and for the arrival of Je 

« they have beef? “T-* 1 ” acc » m panicd 111 
hart judges of t lJ° 1Kly ,n En E*? , >d, they are t 
Patron entertain of 0 f mion the company and I 

Bengal foT ft th f„r du£t “ff'cCnghfl. 

lorry to fay tour ,y ca « » which, we a 

genera), that they have be< 
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guilty of violating treaties/ of -great opprefTidii; 
and a combination to enrich themfehes. 

We do not here mean to enter into a difcufiioa 
refpe&ing the political conduft of .our late gover- 
nor and council i but, muft fay, that an undoubted 
thirft after riches feem to have poflefled the whole 
body of our fervants to that degree, that they have 
loll all fight of .juftice to the country government,’ 
and of their duty to the company. 

In reading the opinions of the fevcral members 
of the late council refpedhng this illegal trade ; 
by which we mean, the articles of fait, beetle-nut* 
and tobacco, we are aftoijifhed to find thofeamong 
them who pretended to found their right on the' 
iirmaunds. t 

. Treaties of commerce are under flood to be for 
the mutual benefit of the contracting parties : *it is 
then itnpoffible to foppofe, that the court of Delhi, 
by conferring the privilege of trading free of cuf- 
toms, could mean an inland trade in the commo- 
dities of their own country, at that period unprac- 
tlfed and unthought of by the Englifh, to the de- 
triment of their revenues, and the ruin of their 
own merchants : we do not find fuch a conftruc- 
tion was ever heard of until our own fervants firfl 
invented ir, and afterwards fupported it by vio-' 
lence neither could it* be claimed by the fubfe- 
quent treaties with Mccr Jafficr, or Coffim Ally, 
which were never underftood 10 give one addition- 
al privilege to j trade, beyond what the firmaynds 
exprefied. ,ln fliorf, the fpecious arguments ufed 
by thofe who pretended to let up a right to it, con- 
vince us they did not want judgment, but virtue to 
withlland the temptation of fuddenly amaffing a 
. • 1 great 


great fortune, although acquired by means incom- 
patible with the peace of the country, and their 
duty to the company. 

. Equally blameablc were they, who acknowledg- 
ing they had no right to it, and fcnfible of the ill 
eonfequencM refilling from affuming ir, have ne- 
yerthelefs carried on this trade, and ufedtheau- 
thorny of the company to obtain, by a treaty ex- 
, e - .f v tolence, a fanflion for a trade to enrich 
themfeh-es, without the lead regard or advantage 

a c 0n,p ? n *’ w!lofe forc “ lh£ y employed to 
protedtthem m :t. r * 

duw^.l’leA 0 " r fti0n been put, which their 
■ntcreft ff “i haVe Pu Sgefted. It is for the 
ft dol r Cmpl °>"f i »>ey would not have hc- 
litatcd one moment about it ; but this criterion 
feems never once to have occurred. 

lilh and^ece,n',‘ n8 ‘ hUS brokE " be >ween the Eng-. 

sgsp m 

we honest '"i- ol , lhat eunBdence, which 
ar „ ra h S s ht 1 h3re c ph 2 d !n thofr fervancs, 

fcenetfwo cauo'rv b f, Cn u in thcfe 

and abilities of lord rr* we re ty on the zeal 
•Africa eomm 2 1 «> gentlemen of. 

reived by ,he duke oTaI^™' that ' <ttcrs =re rc- 
rion cf an agreement w , y ’ "’. h ' ch " !abc men. 
Jcfficr, and uSe 4o “ CCn i" 1 ' Mbob Mccr 

oOVttncr and council Cnee th a - 

treaty 
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treaty concluded with him on the toth of July, , 

1763, by which it is ftipulated, that the prefenc 
nabob ftiall pay, over and above the thirty .lacks, 
for the company, mentioned in that treaty, forty 
lacks by Way of relVuution, to make good the 
loflfcs of private perfons ; beficles twenty-five lacks 
to the army, and twelve lacks to the navy, not 
named in the treaty ; making together the enor- 
mous fum of one hundred and feven lacks of ru- 
pees; which is above one trillion three hundred 
rhoufand pounds fterling. 

It is a very extraordinary circumftance that there 
is no mention made in any of the letters from our 
late governor and council, of what fum was to bo 
given h>* the nabob to make good the private lodes* 
although in their letter of the 27th of September, 

1764, they fay they have regulated the payment 
or the reftitupon to the merchants, which hit pi c s 
the being in poffeflion of a fund for that putpofc j 
but wc mull fuppofe, if the reports as to the (urns 
ftipulated to be given for this ufe, and alfo by way, 
of donation to the army and navy, are true, that 
they purpofely omitted to acquaint us o£ the parti- 
cular amount front an apprehenfion that we could 
never approve of an agreement with the nabob of 
this contequenec, and forfuch exceflive large fairs 
of money, without advifing us thereof, 'and giving 
us vtry good reafons' for a proceeding which lo 
nearly afiefts the honour and intereft of the com- 
pany ; indeed, when we confider the prefent date 
cf the country, involved, for years pall, in conti- * 
nu^l wars, and drained of ns riches and the blood - 
of its inhabitants, it is tmpoflible for us ito fup-' « 

" our °wn ftrvants capable of adding fo greatly 
1 to 
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iL' n ] m f crles ’ b >' “mpeling, or even perfuading 
'“ , J“ b . ID P a 7 «>ch exorbitant funis of money; 

and at a time Wen by all accounts, heishrniielf 

ixncftf? • d, "; iC - Be this as « may, we do 
“•rv fl Kqa . m ^ m y a particular account of 
n,;l n a‘ Vcd from lhc by way of do- 

each of !on n f er a " r denom mation, by any and 
S agreement T™' C|U1 and military, who, he, 
manSwTr! r cT 5 ’ or oll tetivife, in what 
diatelvrrj V ‘° r ^batfervices; and that vou i ir. rr 
and the nar,"’' . “ “ COpi " of al1 r “o>> agreements, 
individual toeet a h! a .- CC ° U |, nl t0 , f lu ®sgiren m byfuch 
already na'id ^anA WltB ~'. lat proportion has been 

to Z aju r Sd e n f ™af y0U ’ a " d ' VC tev,; 5 i; 5 hl f “ 

traordinary tranfiftlon^ ‘’rh’ 1 "'!' ° f ' h ‘ 5 w,,0 ' e C1 ‘ 
tion of the comna °* ?^ e ^ 10n0u r and reputa- 
at flahe ; and when'll! T ” eV ' n ° f tl,e nat i°n, are 
m be known lev * ^ P T c " la ' s r if true, come 

plicit explanation^ nrJ^ c^ e a °4 moft cx ' 
at prefent totallv t. n ; P^cation. We, W J 10 are 
accounts, can onlv m * ori 2 iec * ^ roni any authentic 

bear that fuchrhinvshl pre f ° ur afonirtimcnt, to 

soft ro ourlblvcs unori^k “ we “"not fug- 
nabob could b- cxDcOe? at p ™ cip,cs the prefent 
tp make good the bi d r £ e - U u ded - ° r required, 
“trying on, to their”! fuft:ll . ned b y individuals in 
prejudice of ,he cornnam”! '"V PUta(ion , 'he 
cu ? nd unwarrantable 1 aIrhi-> ey if CrvC(i, ~ a moft 
crativc trade i n the article °?r^ rhcm a moft lu ‘ 
tobacco; andwoareasm , aIt> be «le-mit, and 
ate as much atalofs to compre- 

■ . , heq4 



bend how the. Cervices rendered to the nnv nabob 
could ttefervc fo exorbitant a confideration to be 
given to thofew ho were only doing their duty m 
the fervice» of their king and country, and oi this 
company.** 

i 

Extract of the feperate letter to Bengal, dated the 
24th of December, 17 65. ' 

u Although it was thought fit to confirm the 
treaty made wUh'Jaffier Ally Khan, in 1757* be- 
caufe the capture of the fettle meat had involved 
the inhabitants in one general ruin ; and without 
fucha reftuuuon, it muft have funk under the ca- 
lamity, or it would have been the work of many 
years to reftore it to aifiourtfhing condition ; no 
^ fuel) circumftances exifted in the prefenc cafe, 
yourfelvcs aggreiTors in. the war, and in a great 
meafure brought on by an illicit trade, of which 
we fhajl give our fenttments in the fequel. We 
fear to this demand will be found, for the moft 
part, an indemnification for the Ioffes fuftained ia 
that very trade. 1 . 

, Your deliberations on the inland trade have laid 
* open to us a feene of moft cruel oppreffion, which 
is indeed exhibited at one view of the 13th article 
of the nabob’s complaints, mentioned thus m 
your confukations of the 17th of October, 1765. 

The poor of this country, who ufed always to 
dcalin fair, beetle-nut, and tobacco, are no k v de- 
prived of their daily bread by the trade of the Eu- 
ropeans, thereby no kind of advantage accrues 
to the company, and the government’s revenues 
greatlj injured. We lhall for the prefent ob- 
•> ferve to )ou, that every one of our fer varus con- 

* cerned 
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Scmed in this fade has been guilty of a breach in 
’ We a " d \ difo ^dienee to our orders! 
inland trade furthcr at P K ^ on the 

beenlake'Vby faVd?farL r S. Cft “J ^ 

of the leledb committee j^only* t^obfenre C thatthe 
in the ar 7 tick Jf n trade of oir fervants 

de^Ssth dif0b J d! ™ e ofourt' 

bentions tvh ch „ r - ,hen u "der ourdeli- 

bcetle-nut, and foWco X K" 6ir > 
means obviate tiie obief>; nn .T d r “ by “f 

treks of the poor and J thi • anfin S from the dif- 
fer if you pay only a a p “ J “£ t0 bls , revcnue! >' 

Estraa 0ftb ; t f-^fafa^Ee„ gaIj dated tic 

nl treaty with Nazcm 

bve articles, which P ru ns in , r,’! ;rerta,: lco g tb th£ 

"'iff and confix ™ ^ £i TO,ds ■“ 1 d <> 

granted them bv their firm the privilege 

Sulhootums carryW on ,!“ ndj and f ev«al buT- 
fheir own duftuck, free f r d n ! ei u t j ad(: b y means of 
itnpoStrons, in aU ” a11 duties, taxes, and 
m the article offal? on wh hl i co(mtr y, excepting 
«nt. is to be levied on the r “ dut f ° f 2 i P« 
market price." n the bowana, or Houghley 

This 



v Tills fifth article is totally repugnant to our of-* 
fiers, contained in our, general letter by the Kent 
hnd Lapwing, dated the ift of June, 1764,111 
which we not only exprelVed our abhorrence of an 
article in the treaty with Meer Jaffier, literally cor- 
refponding with the prefent fifth’ article ; but in 
politive terms dire&ed you, in. concert with the 
nabob, to form an equitable plan for carry ing,on 
3hc. inland trade, and tranfmit the fame to us, ac- 
companied by fucli explanations and remarks aS 
might enable us to gh e our fentiments thereupon. 
AVe-muft remind you too, that in our find general 
letter, we expreflly directed, that our orders'll! our 
letter of the 8th of February preceding, which 
were to put a final and effe&ual end to the inland 
trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and in all 
other articles produced and confumed in the 
country, fhould remain in force, until an equita- 
ble ahd fatisfa&ory plan could be formed and 
adopted. ' As, therefore, there is not the leaft la-* 
titude given yo*u for concluding any treaty whaf- 
foever refpe&ing this inland trade, we mull, and 
do confidcr, what you have done as an exp refs 
breach and violation of our orders, and as a de- 
termined refolmion to facnfice theintereft of the 
company, and the peace of the country* to lu- 
crative and fclfifii views* 

This unaccountable behaviour puts ait ^ end 
10 jdl confidence in thofe who made this treaty, 
and forces us to refolve on meafures for the fup- 
porrtjf our authority * and the prefervation of the 
company ; we do, therefore, pronounce, that every 
fervant concerned in that trade, Hands guilty of 
a breach of his covenants with us, and of our or- 
Vol. IV. 14 ders 3 
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tiers; and, in confequence of this resolution, xvc 
positively diredt, that if that treaty is now fub- 
Sifling, you make a reformat renunciation by fome 
folemn adt, to be entered on your records, of all 
right under the faid treaty, or otherwife, to trade 
in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco; and that jou 
tranfmit this renunciation of that part of the 
treaty in form to the nabob, in Pcrfian language, 
whatever government may be established, or 
whatever unfortfeen circumstances may arife, It 
is our lefolution to prohibit, and we do abfoluteh 
forbid, this trade of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, 
and of all articles that arc not for export and 1m- 
porr, according to the fpirit of the firmaud, 
which does not in the leaft give any latitude what- 
foot er for carrying on fuch an inland trade; and, 
moreover, rve Ihall deem every European con- 

0T indireai y> guilty 

be h ' S C0 J enant! > end diredt, that he 

c forthwith fent to England, that we mav uro- 
cced againtt him accordingly. And every ^namc 

the eovemmen,* P* n11 ,b = d u*s due to 
bob? fubTcSs fh C n“ r y r'"‘ h , the rcft of thc n, ‘ 
be bamft d L r , ,bat P™eaion, and 

there refolurion/S r™.;-' a " d . wc tb « 

Ihc fettlcntent. fiS "' d I lubhcI y throughout 

3 Ppoin tmen ft o 't 1 */ = ' ettcr that carried his 
pofitivc orders to uur aTT'f'"',’ C3rried ourmoft 
the trade of fait L,.? 10,3 and cffc dlual flop to 
we exprefied to be the fourco a J d | ‘ ob3cco > ' vhich 

interest 
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interefl: of the company ; yet, in the refutation, 
lyth Oftober, wherein ,that order js taken into 
consideration, he figns to a refolutton to carry on 
the trade of Hit and beetle-nut, paying the nabob, 
on fait, two and a half per cent, in direft breach 
of our orders ; and in the treaty with the new na- 
bob, he ftipulates for that right by an exprefs ar- 
tide of the treaty. ' - > 

Although the treaty with Meer Jaflicr Ally 
KHawn v. as entered into before Mr. Spencer’s ar- 
nval f yet he gate his fan&ion to every pare of it, 
particularly that which ftipulated rcftitutton for 
Ioffes, which, \ye make no doubt 1 , he knew to be 
mofUy 'fufained in an illicit trade, and prefer- 
ring the intcreft of-the fervants to fhe honour of 
the company, countenanced the aggravating cir- 
cismftances which accompanied the fhameful pro- 
ftitution of our authority,” 

Evtradt of the Company r $ Letter to Lord Clive, 
v dated 17 th May, '1766. 

ts My Lord, , 

“ We have received your lor dihip's letter of 
the 30th September laft, which, with the letter 
from the fclcdfc committee and their proceedings, 
have given us a clear view of the lfate in which 
your lordlhip found our affairs on your arrival, 
and the ftate m which tlity y,erc at the time of the 
Lid advices. 

\V hen \vc conhder the penetration with 
which your lordfhip at once difeernetiour true ltv* 
v tereff in every branch,’ the rapidity with which 



r unbiXd int“gn ty 0 t r i!"' h “ d tran n u ” !t ^ “4 

aftions we n„,r ’ “ , s g overncd all jour 

being IhJ hZv . c °"gratulate)o«rlordfh,p on 
blcflmes in thiift e ln ® t ? mcnl: of fuch extenliie 
ccrort Lnks for t ™/‘"“ : ‘ , " d .y ou have our fin- 
‘ 

flate .n which cu^T 11 *"* «&« deplorable 
being reduced from ,t" rS were 011 t *’ e P 01nt »f 
of oifi from riwco.rupt.on a nd rapndtj 

manners throughout the LH Ul<:rfal dc P ra ' l,y of 

tirelywuh vour Wnnf . Cmcm ’ lve agree cn- 
fatrs were then in uon'lH ' ' ar ,l,e tr:1 " 1 our lf " 
have brought us to a m „n “ vcry fEW montI, >> 

Our letter to theTl^ angCr °V s fituatioD - 
ourfcntlmcnts of ivfmf i , commut ee express 
of donation", nnd't^ 1 " 5 b ' E " obtained by way 
tljinkthcvaflfortunetir t . Hc wuft add, that wo 
fa\e been obtained bv 3 U,re< JP l he inland trade ; 

aud oppre^^fe ‘Z S “ f,hC tyran " ij 

any age or country; We i, C \ cr was known in 
>n our fentiments an<f aVe ‘ 3cen uninformed 

ihefirrt knoaledge i 0 *^''' ' his 

flup will not therefore won ? ° ,* and vYour lord-, 

experience w c had of ilZ'- 'bat after the fatal 

■nitted in this trade thatw' ' IO , lEnc abufes com- 

<° apptotc it, esen in r Uld " ot be brought 
manner with which i bm,tcd and regtdar 

laid down in the commit" t0 us . th e plan 
agree in opinion ivirh , n)lr « s |? r ° Cec dings : wc 

foety of holding out fuch’ rt ,° P ’ ™ ,bc F™ ; 

«' ants, cit i! n ; c ;‘ adv antages to our chief 
(be means of honourable,,?,- "’ ay °P™ » than 
“‘yacquirtngo competency 
»n 
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® (n our fctucc , bvlt the difficulty of tlie fubjcft, 
ond the fhort time we hat eat prefent to confider 
i of it, have obliged us to defer giving our fentj- 
tunents and diredhons thereupon until the next 
difpatches. 

As the inland trade has been abolilhed prm- 
cipatty with a view to the encouragement of the 
natives, we hope your lordlhip will find the means 
to present its becoming a monopoly in any hands, 
but more particularly in the hands of any power- 
ful native, from whom the poor might fuffer 
thofe very inconveniences, for the prevention of 
winch, we have fathidden our fijrvants to trade m 
it, and have relinquished thofe advantages that 
wc outfelves might make by fiich a monopoly. 

We have had too much occafion to remark the 
tyrannic andopprcfiive cenduft of all European 
agents who lnve got a \aj from under the eye of 
the prefidency, and we willy your lordlhip would 
make it an object of your confideration, how to 
confine the fatd Europeans as much as potfible to 
the prefidenc) , and to thofe fubordinates where 
the largenefs of the mveftment may require it to 
be conduced b) covenanted ferv ants, pref-rabiy 
ro gomaftahs. 

We have the molt perfect fenfe of your iord- 
fnp’s difintereftednefs in every part of your con- 
duct, and we lhall not fail to reprefenr this to the 
proprietors, and lhall, at the fame time, inform them 
of the many great advantages your lordlhip has 
obtained for the company But we fear, my lord, 
paft experience will teach them, as it does us, chat 
the premanercy of thofe advantages will depend 
much upon ) our brdflup’s continuing in India, till 

}GU 
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you have fecn the regulations firmly eftabhlhed for 
the conducting thclc important affairs, mother 
year's experience, and peaceable enjoyment of your 
acquifiuon, might fix them on a balls, that wou'i 
give hopes they may be as lifting as they arc great, 
and there is no doubt, my lird, but the general 
voice of the proprietors, indeed we may lay of eve 
ry man who willies well to his country, will be ta 
Join in our requeft that your lordfiup will com nuc 
another year in India , we are very fenfible of ft: 
ficrifice vveafle your lordlhip to nuke, in defiring 
your continuance another year in Bengal, after the 
great femcesyou hive rendered the company, and 
the difficulties you have pafled throueh m accom 

phlhing them, under circumftanccs, m which your 

oven example has been the principal means of re 

(taming the general rapacioufncfs and corruption 

which had brought our affairs fo near the brink of 
“ c(l *»!“«. ^ lord, deferve more than 
verbal acknowledgments, and we have no doubt 

t con ™ '*■"> 0= m opinion, 

that feme fohd and permanent retribution, arle 

Slip's llbMS •• (h0UU C, ° Wn >'° Ur M ’ 

Extraft of Ihe general letter ro Penoal, dated the 
17th May, 1 766 

undcPthe ft ^ C °n d "l fl3nt ve d ' r patthed overland 

anee tfereo m r r s f “ r Ibe <peed. eft convey 

advan 
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idvantage , a duplicate thereof ttent by the fame 

•outc on the , and triplicate of itfealed, is 

n doled to be opened by thefelett committee only, 
in cafe of lord Clive's abfence. 

Hy this con; eyance we write ro the feleift com-* 
HU tee, in anfwcr to their letter of the 30 th of Sep- 
tember laft i bat as your letter to them contains 
Tatter of general and great importance to the af- 
fairs of the prefHency, when it is laid before you, 
it is to be regarded and obeyed to all intents and 
purpofes as if dire&ed to you in the ufual manner 
of a general letter 

We confirm the powers with which our prefiden- 
cy, lord Clive, and the reft of the felcdh committee 
arc already inverted, and we hereby give them full 
authority to corredt abufes ofevery kind, particular- 
ly in the colledhon and management ofourrevenues, 
to endeavour by legal means to detedt all forts of 
corruption in our fervants, civil and military, and 
to pumlh immediately thofe who dilbbey the com- 
pany's orders, or difregard the feledb committee’s 
regulations to take cognizance of all proceedings in 
Bengal again ft perfons now djfmiffea by the com- 
pany for exacting or receiving prefents from the 
nabob, his mimfters, and others, and to profecute 
them conformable to our orders by this convey- 
ance, or any future offenders of tbe like kind. 
In fhorr, we gut them full power to do every adfc 
and deed which may contribute to preferve peace, 
tranquility, difcipline, harmony, good order, and 
fuhordmation m the lutjcment, by fufpending the 
offenders from our fcrvice, be they whom they 
may. All other perfons not under cov enents ro us, 
who flnll offend in any of thefe points, muff have 

our 
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dur protection withdrawn from them, and he ft:' 
home. 

Sxtraft of a letter to the feleft committee, dated 
, t?th of May, 1766. 

,, "? procccd an y further e we would hate 

it obferved, that although this letter isaddieffid 
to our prefldent and the fcleft committee, by mr 
Of anfwcr to the.* of the 3 oth of September hit, 
fhe TT Smat “ rs of general importance to 
.l f r V > j u * s our meaning that 

the fame fhould be laid before the prefidenr and 
council and be attended to, and the fame record 

Fca as |'S “ 311 Stents asd pu^o- 

manner of n e , n , d ' reaedt0 the ufetl 

s s? , “.genetal letter. 

Iedm*TO hid", f ’ °“r fc,terSj from ,hs firft •>“>»- 

demanded for reft ^. ate . wars J^the amazing fum* 
cd b this ZZ l tUt ! 0n m «%& Ioffes fufein- 
' alt extent r. iV l V - ng L ° pened our eyes, to t ft* 
preflions of the unh * ^ ^ CCn Carncd 5 tfie °P* 
the carrying it on * PP j na ^ Iv f s lliat have attended 
parts of the nabob’s dH* wilIcl1 have pervaded all 
that a monoDoIv of f 1101001 ' have c6nvincedu>i 

t^tisrs 

Much 
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MucIj lias been urged by our fervlnts at difief* 
fent times, in favour of the right to, this trade* 
ilhichtvc have sbrtjs treated as a nloil abfurd» 
chirm Thewordsot the firmaundsarei "What* 
ever goads the Eagltfti company Ihjill bring or car- 
ry, See. are duty free" 

To fuppofe that the court of D^hlL cau{d mean 
by thefe words a monopoly of the nepefiaries of life 
Over their own fubje&s js fuch an abfuiduy, that we 
fhalL not lofe time or wards in trying to refute it ; 
fuch a conftxu&ion feems never to h^ve been 
thought of till the year 1 763* We do not find that 
lord Clive, or the gentlemen who conducted outf 
affairs at the time of the treaty with Mecr Jaffter„ 
in t757> conceived, they had acquired by thofe 
treaties any one -additional privilege of tndc ; \ye 
had indeed, in the year 1762* fame private inti- 
mations, of our fervanjs being engaged in fuch a 
trade, which we took notice of m our letter of the 
igth of February, 1762, to which no reply \yaa 
made, but the re appeared nothing of it in our re- 
cords* till a letter from the nabob Coffin* Ally, m 
conffiltation, 18th 0£tober 3 1762, wherein he com j 
phils- of the conduftof the company’s Servants at 
Dccca, m forcing the country merchants to take 
tobacco, and other things above the market price* 
Soon after, the debates on the mongheer treaty ex- 
plained to us, that the Enghlb had been concerned 
jn this trade for fomcf years ; and indeed three years 
poliefllon had -taught them to look upon it as a 
matter of right, and vindicate it as fuch m their 
negotiations with Cofiim Ally Kawn. " 

VoL. iY. 


O 
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As foon as it came to our knowledge we ftriifHjf 
forbad it, under the date of the 8 th of February, 
1764, which our governor and council tookia.o 
confideration the 17th of Odfcober; though they 
prefumed, at the fame time, to carry it onln defi- 
ance to thofe orders. . , 

You now defire our concurrcncc J in it for the ad- 
vantage of the company, and of the caninanv’sfer- 
vants. i • , , r ' 

With refpect to the company, it is neither con- 
mtenc with their honour or their dignity to promote 
fuch an exclufivc trade. As" it is now more imme-, 
lately our intereft and duty to protect and chcrifh 
he inhabitants, and to give them no occafion to 
look on every Englishman as their national enemy, 
lenument we chink fuch a monopoly would nc- 
1 ari ^ 5 we cannot therefore approve the 

y ^ ha K e fentus fcr ,ra,i! °g *" (alt, beat 
nut and tobacco, or admit of this trade in any 

mdtrs fo • V “’ 3 . nd d ° h ' reb y cDnfitm our former 

obf^./? ‘"T aboI,tion ‘ A " d »« k«e 

nionTt,;, l, yOU ’ n b o' we continue in the'fsme opi- 

S' W nd « wour of the 

tlS evLv „n? ber ’ and the ’S" 1 of P«bnary Jafl, 
rerL! r "," Cd ,n ,h!s even be 

' ,12 of T ,eu ' r of tbc fi'ft Of June, 
The ODinhm^ Ul f ly c breach °f his covenants. 

\ **• 

“SstretS” « 
can .raccoumF a SSr n -,r n ? W whomTO »«. » 

fully fen fib I e tWrifr ll - IC,tpraaiccs - We are 
uuy leniible, that thefe innovations and illegal 

trarat 
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traffic laid the foundation of all the blood lived, 
nuffaarcs, and confufion, which have happened 
oflate 5 ears : we cannot fuffec ourfelves to indulge 
a thought towards the continuance of them upon 
any conditions- whatfoevtr. No regulations cm, 
in out opinion, be formed, that can be effectual 
to prevent the like confequenccs which we have 
feen. r Weconfidcr it too, as difgraceful and be- 
low the dignity of our prefenc fituation, to allow 
fuclv a monopoly. If we were to allow of it un- 
der any rcftn&ions, wefliould confidcr qurfehes 
as affenting andxfubfpribing to all the mifehiefs 
which Bengal has prefented to us for rhefe four 
years paft. At the fame time, v»e do not mean 
that the ancient duties upon thefe commodities, 
which cqnftitute part of the revenues of Bengal, 
fhould be amsliftied ; but we leave the adjuftmenc 
ofthofe duties to your ludgment and confidera- 
tion. Aud he e we muft enjoin you to have par- 
ticular regard "and attention to the good of the 
natives, '\vhofe interclt and welfare are now be- 
come om primary care; and weearneftly rccotrw 
mend it to you, that you take the mod effectual 
methods to prevent thefe great neceflapes of life 
from being monopolifcd by the rich and great 
amongft thunfelves, and by that means the poor 
aud indigent become liable to thole grievances and 
eva&ions which vve mean to prevent pur own peo- 
ple from being guilty of,” 1 


Extract 
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Kxtraft of the general Confutations, dated 2jth 

M, 1767- 

Prefent, 

The Hon Harry Vertlft, £f q , Prefident, &c 

“ The committee of trade feat in a !-tter, re 

queflrog, as the focictj’s excluG.e tight to the 
inknd trade m the article, of fait and beetle ant 
will expire the 3 d of September, the board mil, 
l Ced S ranle d to the committee 
nm, f th . e , proprietors, allow fuffiem 
““ u ** ^ r P ofal of what quantity of thof' 
arnccs mat then tenain on hand, which they 

™r! e S, U ef” ny 2-5 fidCTabl5 - « *e contra/ 

this month. f ‘ Ct) d ‘ d “ 0t bc S ,n t0 dehl “ ldl 
f'ser^tha’ in nf°r UUlttce he acquainted in an 

T ".£Sr 0 tS",'“?»r,% r ” 

William. ’ S,c ' Coonol of Fort* 

“ Hon, Sir ard Sirs, 

jive ngh/lo'ScVn™’ ' bc fo “ ct >’ s exciu- 
fait and beetle cur tr d t’ ln dle articles of 
nut, empires the 3 d of September, 

tie 
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wc arc to requeft you will, agreeable to the deed 
granted to u* on behalf of the proprietors, allow 
Sufficient time for the difpofal of what fait and 
beetle nut may then remain in hand , of the 
former nruck, v c imagine, there viU be a ^ ery 
large quantity, as the coatra&ors with the Society 
font did no? begin to de’iver tons till the prefent 
month# “ ' 

We arc* / t ^ 

tfon. Sir and Sir 5, 

Your moft obedient, / 


'Fort WtlUam, 
ijth July,, 1767. 


{fumble Servants, 
Joirr Cartier, &cd> 


V 

Extract of Fort-William's Confultatlon, the ill of 
September, 17 68. A 


u The Hon. Harry Yerclft, Efq, Prefident, 


“ The general letter 1 , under date of the 2.0th 
of 'November, 1767, 15 now read, and the fol- 
lowing refolutions taken in confequencc. j 
That paragraphs S 3 , 90, and 102, be Scqt 
to all the Subordinates , and, m confequence of 
1 the tender regard and attention which the honour- 
■able company have lhown to the welfare and eafo 
of the native 4 inhabitants, m prohibiting their 
Servants, and all other Europeans under their pro- 
. tcSion 
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tcction, from tiading in fait, bectlc-nur, or To- 
bacco, or any other article, the produce of thu 
country, but wjiae is meant for exportation, tt 
betog their exprefs intentions that the inland trait 
ot the country fhalibc confined to the name! 
only. < ... 

It was- agreed and refoived, That, from this 
S’. J ? c P r!vile gc of the fociety of rat 
fait trade (hall be at an end, and thdt'any Euro- 
pe " be found afting, cither direfll; 

or indircdliy contrary tothefpTrit of thefc the 
company s orders, fhail not only fuller confifca- 
Eu£rf? r 4K d, t b V' if a oompany’s- fdrvant, 
favke ft$nr*S f h \ fcmce > 2 nd if not in the 

T °den h tvid n r rabl<: I ? ?ny Verdll > Ef i; M ‘ 

• Fort-WHiam. VCrn ° r ’ &C ‘ ° f C?uncU of 

“ Hon. Sir and Sirs,._ . - , 

pa’nieT v.it^ln cvf t 2 <3c / end i" a I«tcr,-accom- 
Durbuntra of one from their agent at 

fales of faUi" h tw n d-«^ C tharcheir 

a Hop to by the comn'^"?' baVe been P ot 

in the petre-pans - -mS-* ? om3 Hahs making la It 
agd they received* a ‘ioa'npng us, that fometime 
and applS to t he r P a ‘?^ of th =“ke nature, 
hut a for redrefs; 

orders have proved ioefredtual, they 
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rcnucft «e will dirc&an enquiry to be made into ^ 
the conduft of the pelrc gomaftahs ; and if what 
they arc accufed oi ihould be proved, they hope 
we util order them, to be punifhed, and made ac- 
countable of the fair they have fold, and the falc 
that has been boiled in the petre-pans, and is 
not ^ct difpofcd of: that we lurcher defire, he 
caufc publication to be made throughout the Tor- 
bote country, prohibiting all perfons making any 
fait in thofe did rifts. 


' We arc, with refpeft, 
t Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

Your moll obedient, 

kv Fort-William, Humble Servants, 

John Cartier, &c.” 


April i-jy 176S. 


Ext raft of a Letter from Mr. Pitt Lethculier to 
the Committee of Trade, 21ft March* 1768. 

M Your favours of the 27th of January have 
been duly honoured with, and do afliirc you X 
have, and do ufe all manner of prudent methods 
to djfpofcof your falc ; and it is no fmall concern 
tome, totUiak t have not in all this time been 
able to make any greater progtefs therein ; but 
till ail the country fait which has betn made this 
comfit year, as well as part of that made lafr 
>car, is fulEuently run otf, I cannot exp eft to 
make any great hand in the falc of your fait, for 
all the buzars m tbU difinft arc full of this coirn- 

try 
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try (alt, which the pctre gomalfahs fell at z dj 
a, rupees per maund, and all this through tit 
comemence of the phonfdars and jaghctrdsn, 
who hatc a fello-v fcchng therein; and I hater 

r>° r^ y - P > 0 "'i rt ? 1>rcventit > 1nd cannot help fit- 
f "?’ 1 .ml: rhofe people will not readily * 5,1 

a bare^i'r V !e S f fuffi< ll cnt Encouragement with oil; 
confirL i f f° m I / ,tna ' ' vh ™ ‘•ny, one will bn 
mHz. v- lu , cran rc> gains tliofe people mud 
So*. y ’u w t° w , m fc “ fa,h cr and mother tV 
makim* or whether they will not try to hinder the 
w&l aSra “ h Call he made, by 

Pays ont/ i“ n ® et nothing, for the company 
■wroS KM? K PC ? ff r n »uud for petre. 1 

OaebeAatf ,lw?J JOld , c ' cr '' !nce thc ? oth P f 

* Of to present ,]r V h ?, m} r method I could thiol 

, to beanhe To- * y t, ’ Cir maU ”S ° f hk > M 

theymade£T? mS r all ,°. vcr ,hc Jcrhorc, when 
fait, but to make S’ • f f. rk .“ ! , lJ ' n g 'hem rnahiBg’of 
; 6me time? c p'rL 1 ,T° pCtrC J and ‘ at ‘ ‘ 
huzars, forbid*™* J h To ® t 0“ 5 , <» b“' tht 

• fait of the Carnnn° °‘ C P?°Pl c from buj ing fuch 
-he would fend Se n b a : pcopk; ’» d 'vr Q ti hTns,*rf 

’Cftedt, I would fee it S d:rs . t0pcr " anmh '“that 
‘thought Dronm • f ? UC Int0 Cx ccution if be 
•tcreft of^hc ) dlfferrn(■ ,t p! , ^ before,* the «£* 
-whofe jutifdiaion thJh’r 03 ”’ ^Sheedars, w 
’ pctre gomaftahs »w * C ^ connj s layy a n& the 
bcpnt,„ S S ’ 3 S 3 “ n ° orders, from fttnt flail 
brought to light. Cour f e fuch orders arc- not 

fpfft h inmTh"s’ J S h fo™ 1 n f "e- fr0m Pa! “ !n ' 
IhcCarconS * kh, d r"- -' S?rOSrc6 - almo11 

s making of talc initoad of ptirr, 

1 though 
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hough there has been fent repeated orders to the 
onuary, and he alfo forbad them, yet no fooner 
was his back turned, but they felt to making of 
alt afreft, which the company’s petre gomaftab, 
'Eman Bux) here fells in the buzar at a and 2 \ 
upces per maund. The Carconna people had ra- 
her make fait than petre, becaufe the one is not 
aear the labour, or at lead does not take fo much 
boiling as the other does j befides, the petre is not * 
only rupees 1 per maund, which is the com- 
pany's price as 1 am informed ; fo that it is evi- 
dent, they all combine in making of fait for the 
fake of the profits arifing therefrom, which they 
fhare acnongft them, to the no fmall detriment 
of the company r s inveftment of falt-pctre j and as 
long as this is the pra&icc, I muft repeat again, I 
cannot expeft to fell any great quantity of your &lt, 
till this country fait is pretty well confumed, and 
they dtfeontinue making it. It makes me very 
tineafy, to fee almoft all the fhops in Durbungai 
full of the faid commodity, and am informed it is 
fo all over this diftcuft. There has been run ia 
upon me in this diftri£t, over and above what has 
been made, aboot 20,000 maunds ; fo that I reck- 
on in the whole here has been difpofed in all 80, coo 
maunds within the compafs of one year ; and ztn. 
informed the French are fending now fbme boats 
loaded with fair, from Charnagore, when the h* 
hnghee opens. In fhort, all thefe things pet ic^t- 
ther, I beg leave to lay before you, gtndexm ?sr 
your ferious confideration, and, at the « 

demonfttate, it is no way my fat! r j fkli kss 00 t 

huh; no been fold, and with fr'vrirrT c ~— 

ycL.iv, .p J 
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cerely, it lay in ray power to difpofcof it in aday'i 

time/* * ; 

To Thomas Rumbold, Efq; chief of Patna, dated 
the 4th of May. 

SIR, < 

The gentlemen of the focicty of trade have re* 
prefented to us in a letter, which wc now inclofc 

^ alcs ^1* * n Dunbunga 

dittrift have been almoft put an entire Hop to by 
the company s falt-petre, gomaftah’s making fait in 
the petre-pans. b 

We therefore defire that you * will make the 
ftnfteft enquiry into the conduct of thefc gomaf- 
riuSwS n0t 0n J y P Unifll wilh the utmoft feverity 
'’“{‘’“nd guilty of the crime they 

nr fair, diredbly 

lT - h dgo“' C & , Har ^ Efqi preMei. 

■ E " nor> &=• council ofFort Mum. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs. 

Hunt, inclofingTron/cf l ° h t " r of ' hc fourth in- 
fc> py of the reprefentation from 
' Mr ; 
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Mr. Letheulicr to the, committee of trade, of the 
Joflcs fuffered by the fociety from the quantity of 
fdc made and vended in the Jerhut diltri&s, by 
ihe company’s falo-petrd gomaftahs. 1 ~ 

I muft beg leave to obferve, that this account is 
exaggerated to the htgheft degree ; from ray know- 
ledge of the quantity of falt-petre there made, I 
am certain it is impoffible fo much fait could be pro- 
duced ; and to fhew how little detriment the- in- 
veftment met with, it need only be remarked, 
that there has of late been an increafe* not defici- 
ency in the article of falt-petre. 

’ From the refufe of the petre, an iijconfiderable 
quantity of fait has always been made, which 
yielded fome duty to the fouzdar, who will comr 
plain on a total prohibition, and demand fome de- 
tuitions in the rents. However, purfuant to 
your orders, I will fhortly difpatch a proper perfon 
jn that country, to make ftnit enquiry into it, and 
punifh the gomaftahs, if they are found deferring 
of it. 


I am, 

t 

i ** Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Patna, 

?$th May, 176$. Your moft obedient 

t 1 

fdumble fervant. 


Thomas Rombold, 
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' At > CMfuI «Don, , , Augult, tySS: ' 

■ gulatbi' ““^'ration the re 
ordered the fait trade ml C T 0 “j' of dlrei S ors Jrav 
oeffiry meafures * h , ’^ r Ia,d °P e ". and thane 
'Mention. came w t i.!? U ,V“ e . d t0 cari y them inti 
*he 52 'paragraph n r .l°- owln S refolutibn upot 
apthof .NoSeV, 1 Sonera! , letter of the 

a* an acc ount ) a?he e poffiM d ' nr ‘ :ti t0 obtain as ei- 
oojieriea in the Calcnnf '“ y ^ ^ number it 
panys lands, and i n ^S Un .? a hs and the com- 
Midnap° re and Chittaeon^ 0 * 1 !!? 3 of Burd ' v an, 

th ^ t ef ore the b°ardf ' °* - and ky'a return. of. 

^,%SSta?W r w S5 §*«?“»» b y Cone 
" "ftly known bieaeh iLr 31 di. 

3t Public, fij e> ' t o ' h „f'*" w bo bids for them 
>_ /- an t dc iivercd oyerto r t 1 ;,* an ^ r d ' y Pb t 's when 
Th^’f 1 ‘ the « «(peai» e purcha. 

madeS- brin S 'bo-falf froth' lhe-T h - af ? ri <ba!l en ' ' 
B 2 rrv £ ne of ^efc two oublip^ Cr . les ‘where it is 
r* r y» Barnagorc or r l 1C n 3 irt s. viz, Ram* ' 

rhs 
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the collc&or-general, that he may put the fame in* 
to execution, andalfoto the refident at the durbar, 
deilrmg him to recommend to the adimniftration at 
Murihadabad the fame mode of difpofing of the 
collenes under the nabob’s jurifdidtion, as the com- 
pany have prescribed to us, and to obtain, an ac- 
count of, and diftinguilh in the like manner as we 
have directed to be done in the company’s lands* 
the number of thofa collcrtes, and furmfh us with 
the fame as foon as pofiible. -v 

The duty to be levied on this trade for the go- 
vernment, the regulations, and reftrifhons under 
which it is to be carried on, in order to prevent in- 
dividuals of our own and foreign nations interfering 
in it, are the next objects of our confideration, and 
points of moft material confequepcc. 

Agreed, therefore, before w e come to a deter* 
mioatjon regarding chem* that t committee be ap- 
pointed Co confift of Meffrs. Cartier, Becher, and 
Ru/fcl, to confider on the reft of the general letter 
relative to this trade, and that they be requelled to 
inform themfclves of every particular circumftancc 
which they think may enable us to adopt a plan,' 
the moft eligible for carrying on this important 
trade, conformable to the fpinc and meaning of the 
company’s orders, and Jay the fame before us as 
loon as they have obtained every neccffafy infor- 
mation fot tfe purpofe, 


iU 



[ «4 ] 


At a confutation, October 7, 1768. 

. 4 Prefenr, 

The honourable Harry Vcrelft, Efq, prefident,&c, 

‘ of Handing orders on the table. 

T he confutation of the 5th infant read and ap* 
- , t 1 proved 

' The committee appointed for laying down * 
plan, and propofing regulations for carrying on the 
inland trade m fair, conformable to thtrfpint and 
♦S!! n !?^? flhc com P an y’s orders, having fimihed 
fore rh^'T’"! 0 '! 'ay th? fame be 

/ he ^! oard » ' vhlch w«o accordingly here read, 

, To the honourable Harry Verelft, Efq, prelMeK 
j and E 0 ™™*, & c councrLof hort Wllham, 

J j. Honoured Sir and Sirs, I 

letter ofrfp 7 , 6 ^. eei r davoured with your fcretary’i 
of the finnn m U t,mo » e nclofing the paragraphs 

doth Of n“- V s '"= ral •«'" of ' ta 

-fair, which v ^ m ^ er> re ^ atm 8 to the inland trade 11} 
tettcrlX", d >o *&r ro our conS- 
■CircumlUnce thlf V"^ ° utf<d ^ s of e*«y 
adopt a. San the o h0 ? ght m 'S ht '"able yop to 
trade, ^rT ’ u. ^ carry, n| « 

company’s orders" 0 *' fpirK:lnd waning of th« 

making the U ne«lS i ' PUr d ‘ rcftlons ./we have been 
S neccuary enquiry, and we now b!g 

leave 
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1 leave to lay before you whaf appears to us beft cat J 
culatt-d for the purpofe. 

We would recommend, that an advertifemenc be 
ltfued, agreeable to the company’s orders, •‘contain- 
ed in the 99th and 101ft paragraphs of their let- 
ter, that no perfon may hereafter plead ignorant 
pf them 

f An advertifement has already been lifted, relat- 
! Ing to the fait of the collenes m the company’s 
lands, but before they are put to fale, the mer- 
chants (hould be acquainted, that they wiU not 
be allowed to raife the price of fait at Cal- 
cutta and Uajahbaharry, above ficca rupees 110 
per maund of 80 ficca weight, (which the 30 ficca 
rupees duties, is the higheft price allowed by tfye 
company) otHerwife they may hereafter complain, 
that they advanced in the price for the purchafe of 
the colleries, on a fuppofition that they would not 
be refltri&cd in their fales ofithe fait. 

As the honourable company have only refolded 
the merchants in the felling price of their fait at 
Calcutta and Rajaba harry, we have thought-proper 
to fubmit to you, whether it would not be condu- 


cive to anfwer the fpmt of their orders/ if ic were 
recommended to the country government to fixrfae 
price of fair at the principal markets throughout 
the country in the fame manner as ir is dcos here 
and at Rajaba harry/ allowing z-rezfonzbh profit .to 
the purchafers from our marts. - ^ , 

The creek oppofite to Barnagore (called Bailee 
kreek) recommended by tbe~court of directors 
vte find from a fursey made by ike mafler atrendl 
erne, and one of the honourable company’s furvey- 
or ‘‘ as pic Mr. Rrandl’s disl't, tranfamtsd here- 


rmhs 
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merch^ ” who r “ weI1 as convenient for tit 
load their'boat; wel’ifofi'/P ! h = “ unt W » 
a report made by the focietv of Ra J a , baliarr y> frem 
place', verv nrnrL. i “f ly of ,ra;Je 5 a g cnr at that 
the eathvard? P or! ociging the fait produced to 

%of fa"freceTved q bv 3 [L t f at - 1,le 8 rca,cft <!“”• 
year,' was an ag focict f of tra< te in cms 

markable favourable fesf 10 ’ as that was m a. re- 
fer fixing, the dutv n rfj “"'f took 

collefted on the Z It tllc company to be 

Rajabaharry, a„d wha t ^ ^ Bal, "= C reek, 

the packet pa(r e! ',1 'ranfported through the 

quantity to produce 10000“ ° f the dut f on lhlt 
exchange of a s . per ' cu ° P ““ nds ftc ' lin g- at lhe 
pees ay 5 10}, -but in n ' urrc “t rupee, is ficeaxu- 
receive the fum ttipulatcd^v'dT ' h,! , com P an y 
fon for manufacturing fait nfj ^ b ' m -, lh “ u gh thefea- 
we recommend that fht* a he unfavourable, 

P e « 3° per ,oo maunds U fo ,** ac ficca ru ‘ 
chafers. • . » t0 he paid by the put* 

Wc recommend that Mr c t , 1 ' „ 

On a proper place for coHpA*^^ to fix 

lha f I* .tranfported Jo S thc dul y «P*» hk 

and Midnapore, throueh C tK COUnt p r fram Burdwao 
W proper chokies (i& ? ach .J c P^es, and to 

t »P*. mdfakbe" 


t with joro- 
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[»et perwannah’s, fpecifymg the quantity of faft 
ind number of boats, to be granted by t hc countxV 
government, the chief of the next faftory* or the 
coltidtur general, each for the diftncts under them. 
Weekly returns of thefe peri/annah’s fliould be 
tranfmitted to a perfon to be appointed at Calcutti 
for that purpofe, who is to enter them xn a general 
regifter, and we would have peons feat wiejh the 
perwannahs as at prefuit with the duftucks, and a 
h-gifter kept of the arrival of fait at the different 
markets, to be tranfrmeted weekly to Calcutta, to 
be entered into the regifter there, / 

We obferve, that the company have ordered ttj 
the tooth paragraph of their general letter, that 
foreign fait flnll pay a duiy equal to this country 
( fait , we beg leave to point out to you, that fo- 
reign fait is an article not allowed to pafs with the 
bentfft of a duftuck, but pays the company’s cui- 
toms at Calcutta* and the governments duty at 
Hughley , if thofe duties are mcreafed, and at the 
fame time, country fait lowered in us price, it will 
be a dtfeouragement in general to (hipping, and 
may in the end be detrimental to the company by 
their not finding a \ end for the fait made at Matule- 
patam, and their lands on* the coafts ; die levying 
tne duty ordered by the company* w »U alfoi be a 
great hardihip.on the poor of this country, as they 
now purchafe foreign fait at a price 50 to fib ru- 
pet-s per n aunda Ids than thefalc manuf^filured m 
Bengal , and as tbtf quantity of foreign fait import- 
ed here, does not prevent the. v, hole of what is pro- 
duced m the country Lung confunud, the com- 
pany will not fufibr n thur duties by it , £ thfere- 

Yoir* IV. 5 ** * fore 
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fore recommend that no incrcafe be made eo tta 
duty now collected on foreign fair. ‘ 

u nder Hand that advances were made forth? 
art »;r°® u ^ ore advertifement was'ifiuei 
Hr c at the collaries would be put up to pub- 
"!**?, J u adv ? nc " w e dibit, (hpuld be nub 
nienr! rh ll ? c purchafer } and. we therefo'rc'ieconv 
foie ri* r i lC ^ 8 ^ T !^ e known to the merchants bj- 
chmt« f 3 G i ’ befidcs, the fum due to the met* 
» advances made this year, there syill be, 
M_i ® mc * °wftanding balances due from the 
them **/• ««*>«“ who contracted with 

ar« of nr.; * a ,^ PcaPon J thefe balances, we 

the c ;ih P n?^V fi, ° uld , not on Jhc purchafersof 
for them Jr * *n U ? as lke raerc h a fit will have a claim 
F- * <a!c of The LJl • C "P* 6 * t0 P ubli ^ before the 
he rdbonfihU'^1 1 r*' lhat ^ Molungces only wilt 
and be oblmrH tne . mcrcJ,an t for thofe balancer, 
of the counfrv ? 3nl 'J er > according to the coftom 
/ from them. ’ /° r whac a PP cars - to be julKy'due 

letting oflheBurdw^fT p , rovincc were at the 
aft June rented bf 
three years- rh^ t, l t , h ?‘ r {iTm *> for'd Icafe of 
with the exclufivp^n eaPe L^ oe? not invert them 

is mak5n S ^ Vet ft 

went, that thcv'tlo r j""?. 1 v,ew t0 tha t emolo* 
and if the coLn! r fcd the,r lands, 1 

farm? they Will hat u^fl *T‘ dcdu<acd from * hcir 

the laft in^L.r. . nalu f all y c lami a dedu&ion from 


i ' W,H oatur 
laries. 


i“'!^.vhr.rf- r :”"r/ c “r=" d ^ « b ° **-■ 

Um "’ s the Talc Of !hc col- 
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Mr. Bather, the coHeftor-general, has acquaint- 
ed us, that the farmers of the three pergunnah's 
hktfe feat down remonftrances, which are translat- 
ing, and will be laid before you. 

^In the Midnapore^diftrids^ the colhries are ex- 
ploded in the zemttidars funnuds, and th^y hate 
been ufed to look, upon them" as their own proper- 
ty, * if tfjqy are not rrkerj from them. It will be 
nccctfary etcher to grant an equivalent or allow a 
deduction in their rents ; but as wc are^of opinion, 
that it' would be fubverfive of their, nqtural right, 
to take the collarics from them, and therefore un- 
^politic, wc would recommend that the zemindars 
'.be allowed to *Qrk {hem, and be obliged 'to con- 
traft with the merchants for the fait that is manur 
Yactured, and not to let one perfon contract for 
more than the quantity which cqay be limited by 
hina to the collcttorigeneral ;* we imagine^ that this 
mcthocTwtll anfwer the company’s intentions equal* 
Iy T with the calories being Wld at outcry ; and, the 
the merchants \\ho i con trfiftjj to tranlport it tq one 
of the public niapts fixed on. " ^ t 

( Such^ gentlemen, aje the regulations that at 
prefent appear Jo us moft: likely. to an^'er the in- 
tentions of the 'honourable the fourt. of directors 3 
but as they d&fjer widely from .qiCformcr cuiioms, 
we mqfl. ,Ieai c rime to, prove, how far they pro 
pmfticable pr proper^ indeed, we can fore fee many i 
difficulties In putting them into execution, upon fo 
lhort notice, of an entire tltange f in the general fyf- 
terii of earning on this extenftvc trade; nor. is it 
improbable that many points may efcapc us, which 
on experience may be found to be material ; it was 
our intentions on this occafipn to hayc collected and 


dtgefted. the opinions of the principal nativq in’ia 
bitants, which might ha\ e poffibly furniflied ir*oy 
uft-ful lights, but the fudden departure of Mefficun 
Cartier and Ruffe If, and the multiplicity of bu8 
nefs on the hands of the gentlemen of the cun 
mittee in their other departments, have not allowed 
us time to have the advantage of fuch affiflance 
however, we hope, what we now have the honour 
to fubmtt to your confideration,’ will with jour 
pmendmentsanfwer theend purpofej, until a tv eh<5 
month’s trial make it more perfedt and compleat, 

t 

' We are with refpedt. 


Fort William, 
Sept. 1768, 


Honoured Sir and Sirs, 
Your moll obedient ; 
Humble fervants. 
John Cartier, 


thecL^c laft y ear ts nou moving from 

nor I S ^ °° duty hath been eftabhlhcd on if, 
it thr hn ^ atl0n * made regarding the difpofal of 

tar, forccZ^ "f wm ! t0 * he "Bdeqt at the der- 
orders forouttm"' d t<J tllI! mimfters leyflue t;heir 
1 ‘topofc wiSi r.i-fj 11 c * ?I ™on the regulations tie,, 
which ate as fo|i[ d the d ' fpoW ° f th,s fi,r> 3 “ d 


tTha 
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TJut a duty ou.lt of 30 (icca rupees per too 
aiaunds, be collected atHughley and Rajahabar- 
rv; r and that the govern meat’s officers employed m 
tnecoUefttOAof this duty, granr, pmvannahs on 
he receipt thereof, fpecifywg the quantity of fait, ' 
ffie perfon it belongs to, and the amount of duties 
coUqftcJ, which flialLchen'pafs to the different 
marts it may be intended for, free of every other 
duty. And that this duty be collected as the falc 
is brought to either of the fi^ft-named places, by 
thofe who import it. f . , t „ 

That the ftri&eft orders' be given to all other 
chokiers not to colledt any further duty or toll on ' 
any fait, for which fuch peiwannahs (hall be piodu" 
ced, and to prevent any fmugghng : all fait at- 
tempted to be pafled without fficn perwannahs fball 
be conflfcated. » ' ! ** 

That the moft public notice be iflped in all parts, 
that aftcMho payment of the above duty, no other 
% Hull be colle&ed under pain of the fevered puniffi- 
ments', ' And, 

* In order that the, intentions of thefe regulations, 
which are meant folely for the- cafe and convenience^ 

1 pf the natives, may not be fruftrated/ 

’Agreed, That’ we recommend to the refident at 
the durbar, that at the fame time he ’propofes them' 
to 'the minlfters, l *he will alfo moft eari)ell ly recom- 
mend to them to prevent as much as poffible, a mo-, 
nopoly at any of the markets. - 

As there arc frequent means found by individuals 
to ronvey fair out of the provinces of Midnaporc 
and Burdwan^ through tHe hills into Bahar$ and in' 
prder to prevent this praftice, t > 

Agreed, 
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WKc^hc^iah'tf o,' le f lor -8' n ™' be Mrd i 

nahs for all faltthat C ? firanc ruw,p 

i rift, on the Dcrfons tJ ^ < “- t II,rou S , > that dif 

"•= mpuLtJt ; “f w 5S” rw 

maunds, and to 1 , Cy ” cca pci 

which may or (half hr? U *j IC "°, tlce ’ £ l iat ail h’i 
rah* /hail be confifrir^T^rT^ 00 * thc ^ rowan ‘ 
neral be furriier dpfi a * -^ lat f ^ e colIe£h>r*ge* 

the "<!*« at xMidnapore’ Z't h £' r ,T h!wa V.° 
cns be.taltpn ; n u- 1 Jr,! ;*' at tl,e like prccauu* 

them^fo to Chittagong. Iranfin,r 

l 3 itna ivwttli thefe 1 rem>r C - ac< l Ua ‘ n£ 'the" chief ol 

"ill retjutd the office?. a !'°" s > end delire that “ he 
<■«(. mVreta ^“w'sovernmcnt to taltS 
being 1 h4 , o r " n ‘ ,rA >»y prevent an/ 

clandeftine manner ° i ' pr “ v . mcc °f Pehar, in l 

whatever quantity hv reizc ’ and '“"hfcate 
in£0 die provinces i v ;fi y an 7 means be’comeycii 
'be. iebe panSl"^' ,her =' '°"'annahs : aid 

rne durbar, the coIIttftnr. t ' ntl0n ^ d 10 relident at 

'Jiat there re|lrift; ono "8 ?n "e end chief of Patna,, 
<hat Has made fort f ca r 0 _ C me enr bnly for the flit 
!"? '? thccoirmince,-/,*”? I ’ ot that " belong! 1 
1 .i'for’Rtiith.dii,.,, . J uh.cli will always 
Tl 'e board „> “l? 31 “E had a dultuck “ W ’ 
'“’"-hrin.on the ordered', d j tu rakd into mature ’ 
oou Table the court „ f d [e l dd ^>eni of the hV 
fc.tcroC t c e t Bcnlie|ll ’ contained -in their 

mni" ( ‘“- drHl 'end liatv.ft? V ' m ? <:r > °? e thoufaiui' 
■oendat filiec tatj ftv ra , 'an abh the cooi- 

Plan, lor.the, be U a"j„ ( , e|)poimcd to clhblilh 

« he ebove “rdcrl S *">’ P-*** !■» 
era, and ,h e fM om ° g pa . 

ragraphs. 
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•agraphs - were now : read', 91 to 104.' In anlwrt 

to paragraph 19 1, ^the^ board rtfolved, that v\hritv” 

ver plan may be adopted, 'the.eafe'and convenicn- 
cy of the .natives,, the. cheapnefs - of fait in every, • 
part' of the. k CD\?ntry,-the, preventing of every op* ' . 
predion, ' and the< intersft of our employers, 1 .in the . 
prefervation of. an equitable and reafonable duty, 
ihall’ba their primary objetts.: ! 1 .*• ' 1 ' : . 

In the 920' paragraph, of this letter, the honoura* < 
ble the court of diredors. have thought proper to . 
order the collates to be put up. to public fale.. 

.The board -have ever been, -and always (hail be 
particularly attentive to the orders and inftrucVt- 
ons of the honourable the court of dlre&ors. They, 
.fh'all'finCtly, adhere and confirm, as far as lies in .. 
their power^ to thc-regulations laid down by them, 
for, carrying on this important .trade j andnothing, 
but 1 a thorough conviction,, that too rigid a regard' 

' to ] their orders might .prove prejudicial, to the in-, 
t«eft of t . the- company, cbuld' prevail upon/ or in- 
duce them to, deviate in a»- (ingle point from their 
commands,;. they, find, themfelves however; under* - 
this needfity,' in regard.to > difpofing of the' collar 
rics in' the manner that .hath beenpreferibed, as it 
appears from- the extraffc of fomc, letters which the ' 
coilefror-generafnow lays before us,- and : are-, en- 
tered after the. 'confutation, that they cannot* pu’c 
in execution this. part. of the plan laid down by the 
coutt ofidice£tors, -without an actual and confidera- 
ble diminuuon pf 1 the--.company , s’ revenues, in -the ; 
provinces of. Burdwan-yand Midnapqre y for in the* 1 
fortri-r diftri&s, the farmers, who rented rhe collates ( 
there, as part of the farms at-the lad: general v iet- '' 
dchiciuon three years leafss, have very >}uft, claims 
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to them, and have already remonftrated, a5 appear! 
by the petitions which the collector- general no* 
lays before us for our information. In the latter, 
the collaries arc included in the zemindars fun* 
nuds, and have ever been confidered as their own 
property, equally with their lands and habita- 
tions. 


It is therefore evident, that by putting up the 
collaries in Burdvvan and Midnapore, at public 
falc,. \\c deprive the farmers of the privilege of 
making fait, and of courfe that emolument which 
hath enabled them to ehcrcafe their offers for the 
kmd ; and that fuch a deduction from their farms 
will confequently lead them to claim a dedu&ion 
from their annual rents ; and that we- fhall take 
avvay from the zemindars in the Midnapore pro- 
vince what actually forms a part of their zernin- 
dancs, and from the profits of which they are prin- 
cipally enabled to pay the company’s malguzary’s< 
v\mch hbcity the committee of trade werepam* 
cularly attentive to wbenadting for the fociety. 

7r VCV ^ fuppofin S that equity a, ould allow of 
r difpoffcfiing the fevcril prefent reuters ofthefe 
collaries, yet jutticc muft induce us to account to 
icm for the old balances due from the molun- 
gtes, as well as the advances made to them for 
fornvnf C Cnt r^ Car> f° r the more acurate in* 

Ihu fr ° n ° f i ° Ur , honou rable matters, we ihall 

their ? iat 1 ^ a%c a ^ rca dy experienced W 
of the m CU ta as ^nds on the proceedings 

ttrrS‘^ b ? ds - dccracJ 

it V as - lt ? re colIaric s on a new ft llcm< 

from the old balances dee 

iron, tlic lnolungccs to the former renters, ftould 

be 



fcc f«ft made good, the accounts dre accordingly 
delivered In, and, notwithftanding a • rigid feru- 
tin)% amounted to no lefs rupees 533,045 : 1 x : 3. 
Now, fuppofing the fame to be ‘done in Burdvton, 
MIdnipore, and Chittagong, and the govern- 
ment's lands, and we eftimatc the firft claims of 
the whole on a proportion with the Calcutta lands, 
it will Hand thus : If -an annual produce of fix 
lacks of maunds of fait (the quantity calculated 
’ to be made on thefc lands) have formed a debt of 
old balances *of rupees ' 533,045 : 11 : 3, what 
will ’ the remainder produce on the other lands, 
‘tftimated at aa lacks, yield?? Anfwcr* the fum, 
of rupees 1,954,500 14 u6, which, inuft be 

accounted for,' ihould the orders in the w above 
9 2d paragraph, for publicly difpofing of the col- 
Jaries, be put into executions The eftimate \ye 
1 judge to be confidcrably below the demands that 
would be made for outftanding balances, fhould 
fhecollnrics be put up to fale, from the very un- 
favourable fcafon of laft year, Ovving to the ,con- 
ftant rain that fell, which prevented the mo) un- 
gees working out half. the advances made front 
the former year for that purpofe. 

The increafc of the revenue made on the Cal- 
cutta colonies, fictitioufiy 'teimbuifcd ‘the com- 
ply, the amount paid by them ficthioufly, be- 
caufe the fame increafc might have been m-de,' 
and the company have reaped that advantage, 
had no balance been to be paid. The collates 
in every other part have already kept pace in the 
increafc of their rents as the above ; how then 
arc the company to be rehuburfed this fum ? Thti 
du*y ihcv have dir cdVed to be levied, docs already 
Vol, IV , R amount 
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amount to 30 rupees per } maunds ; a further 
tax muft deltroy the diredtors grand objedts, the 
eale nnrf rnnvpnipni'n nf rkt. n.)?.,.. u.. 1 ■ 
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eaie and convenience of the natives, by enhancing 
the price of (air. Another very material objec- 
tion to the above orders of our Rafters, is, the 
infringement of the liberty of the molungcts, 
which has been fo greatly apprehended by them* 
(elves, as let forth in their petitions on the puhh* 
cation of our intentions of a falc of the collaries. 
The fale of any fpotof land, for the working any 
particular number of collaries, cannot anfwer any 


•* . — wuuui iimwn 

purpofe, unlefs we infure to the purchafer the' 
lerwee °f thofe who are to ’work them: and 


-n s 1 /* , — ivorK mem : ant 

lould fuch men offer as are obnoxious tothemo- 
bingees how arc they to be fupported > Force 

ao°«if^ c r t r hc ' tork ’ ° rthcp " 

th ' ! ? R ^°" s > ,'h'refore, it is the unani- 
S P.P'li?" ° f '>!= board. That the collaries in 
thefe diftridls fliould not be put up to fale ; an 
opinion that they are the more inclined to, from 

S, ? ”?» ‘ hat thcra gb they cannot ad 

up to the literal orders of the court of diredtors, 

vet that e d' d ii nt di ? d T anta £ e "> 'he company, 
meanino- b of ^ ““ d j V “ te from the ip‘™ 
thetTn?vn f h r m f andtbat > by the regulations 
the'v S h P ° M f0 , r cart l’ in g on the fair trade, 
iuft foot ™ enab , kdt0 P ut '' on an equitable and 
pafcd L 'b= court of diredtore have pro- 

nicuccsthatthevi Ul)JC ? ln ® tbem t0 'he inconvc- 

regulations are^ ha 'That° mKd ° Ut ; .“ d their 
landholder, ivhof= £Jo n «»**«. ar . 
- hinrbyfunnud 

leafs 
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every affiftance to fecure to fuch merchants the at- 
tentive fervice of fuch molungees,* and again, to 
fee that the merchant ftriflly conforms to his tn- 
gagcments with the molungees : and, m cafe ar 
one merchant fliould feduce, or .attempt to £ 
T U “? Ccfrom “"her merchant, 1 
, “ e , fincd as 'he cafe may merit. The me 
ungecthus engaged for one year, fhall not b 
canid, aftcr , the , ci P,' rat ‘on of that* 'time, to b 
unleft ^ " fo f. furthe / fetvice by the mcrcham 

afiif ri, " y ! :lnd / or no balances whatever 
Bui in C e r X f r “ on 0/ the approaching feafon 
J , ° f t h e vary heavy balance: 

count of\hM ^ un S ces t0 the merchants, on ae 
AoWeferen 1 n/S Sad ,'' anccs > thc . v a™ tohave 

feafon.-Srhc above m?i&7/!,™ ccs foT , th,s 


ch=fri“. -„ „*" t .' V 7 & >' 'ho Several head cut 


cherries in „rd , CKI) t0 ,he li «ral head cut- 

cutcherrv tlTc’re r „I fd ] h ? fame t0 'ho head 
fitiaiytoJ 0 n^„deStoT rdedweckI >' ; and fci. 

fihle any 0 „ c “» at prf- 

bin.ng together let on merchants com- 

ntonopojy. * r “ 3 "y «>ape eftablilhing a 

vtithom a’’rowannah‘f bE 'T°' ci from any <=l.ur 

«« Benerab fcSi^i'ha'afident, or Police 
tueh lair, the qmntltv E 7 P r °Pnetor’s name of 

•** “ ■sss.Ttrsr^ 

Uttn 
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ben the number of bullocks, and by whatever 
means elfe it is tranfported. 
t That weekly returns of the tomwaahs granted, 
by the colle&or general, Ihall be tranfmiueu to, 
md entered by him in a general regdlei *. -and 
hat peons {hall be Cent with the to vannahs as rt 
irefent with the dtiftucks, and a regiftt-r kept or 
he arrival of fait at the difierent markets in c*'c 
company’s lands, to be tranimitted weekly to the 
collector, to be entered in bis regifter* * 

' if any boats are found fmugglmg fait, the fame 
to be confifcatcd to the government, boat v < n i 
fait; and any boat having fait on board, hoi ( nn«* 
Euglifli colours, pretending to an Englilh dullueh, 
or having more fait on board than Specified m the 
rovvannahs, Hull be liable to confifcatton, toge- 
ther \vith the cargo, and the nabob’s minifters 
will feizc the fame as forfeited to the govern- - 
nient. r 

Thar all fait produced atlngclee, ^yfidaul, 
&c, diilricts, and the company’s lands, {hall be 
carried to and landed at Ballubreck, which la 
found, upon a furvey by Mr. Regnal, to be a 
very proper place ; and that all fait produced to 
the eaftward {hall be brought to Rajahbarry, 
which hath alfo been reported to us very proper 
for lodging the fait at. 

That the fame fum of thirty ficca rupees per 
one hundred maunds, {hall be the duty to be 
collected from the importer" on all fait- brought; 
to Bailee Creek, or Rajahbarry, in order to fc- 
cure the company the ftipulated revenue of one 
hundred thouiand pounds, which, upon a c°lcu- 
** ! Jation 


C *30' J 

lation this duty will afford, even fhould the ft 
prove unfavourable for manufacturin'' fait. 

're . fu° ard agl Vf.'? °P inio! ' with the commi 
1 hat the price of fait at thefc two places ih 
not exceed more than one hundred ficca ru 
per J rnaunds. But ,s we have refolved the , 
Ot thirty ficca rupees per i rnaunds (hall be le 
from the importer, and not the purchafer. 

dred and f P , nC r ° f ^ to 3 ’ 1 be « One h 
dred and forty ficca rupees per i rnaunds. 

wW ■ no ,ncr "^ of dut y fhall now be made 
fnnsVm t “ lledlcdo11 foreign fair, for the i 
foils affigtjed by the committee. 

re -,! f to V eeu *? tlon ' arc formed with the flrif 
anfrlh ni ,! !* fc . and convenience of the nati 

thisininnrnnr W1 » Cn3 ^^ e t ^ letn t0 carr X 

£ano^tCn: hcMfieft te ™ 5 ’ an/ 

the A laff C< !,’ '’’if we "onfu'it a copy of thofe 
de„ at the" d the Cn f ui “ g * *• « 

n>"nd to th e d ' fire «■'«» 

fame, Pcrs t0 adopt and follow l 

'n/ MM bl^t’ranf t ‘ !,C /' gUbli0 ' >5 for thecnl 
Cdfimbu2ar. An^ Cd t0 Tatna > ^ccca, •» 

niihed with a^conf' general be fat, 

that he may 1®,.*,°^' eonfultation, in ordet 
his iafpoaTon hmsm *e diftrids under 

the committee 6 Sf '/'a'” 1 matt ' rs unadjufled by 
Med on aeeonnt „f r S C V a " d ba ' a ne=s to be cat 
neccfflry that the f*' which renders it 

7 tl,c committee Ihould fubfilt for 
foms 
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3 tile time longer; and.as there are two vacancies. - 
jy.the abfence o£ Meffrs. Cartier and Rufiell. - ■ ; . 

Agreed, That one of them be filled l'.y Mr. . 
iharlton'. v - i ; -- 

..Agreed, alfo,' That he : be appointed a member 
he committee ofaurungs, military -pa) mafter-ge- - 
icral,.and mint-mailer,- and that he take charge 
if ihefeoffices the firft pf next month ;and,- : • '■ 

Ordered,- That the-'fccretary tranfmit him - his 
ippointnients, ' 77' . V ■ - . ;.i 7 

" ■ . ■ (Signed) H. Verelft,'&c.' 

To Thomas RumboId;.£fq; chief of Patna.';' 

. SIR, i _• •- 

. . ‘‘ Enciofcd tve tranfinityou a.cbpy of fome regu- 
lations wc have this day made, , regarding the dif- 
polal of the falt : madc .-l3ft year, arid the duty to’ 
be collected on !t. -Andnve- defire,', that, you will 
earneftly recommend to the officers of the govern- 
ment at Paata, to have thefe regulations ttrldtly 
attended to. But we* mull here 1 oblerve to you, 
that thefe redriftions are meant only, for the fait 
that ivas made left fcafon, and not for .that belong- 
ing to the committee of trade,, which- will alvvays 
bediftinguiflred by having had aduftuck..; 


.. Fort William,.; 
7 Oftober, 1768. 


-. We are; &c.”f 
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To Francis Sykes, Efq; refident at the Durbs 

SIR, 


Inclofcd we Iranlmit you a plan we have t] 
day laid down for condu&mg the inland trade 
talc tor the entiling fcafon, in confidence of the c 
ders of the honourable the court of direftors, 
their letter of thc'twentieih of November, o. 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven. And 
1 . c , rtr SWanons we have herein propofed are form! 
with the ftrifteft regard to the cafe and convemei 
cy o f the natives; -as they are fuchasnejudg 
on h Cn r n Cm 10 car T 'his important trail 
p"effion. raflCft tCri " ! ’ 2nd the lran: l“ b l« 10 °i 

thn^irnff re ' lm 3 0u " UI ea ™% 'commend 1 
en w r ° ado i ,t ,l,ls Ph"» in jucifdiclion c 
he nabobs government.. We aifo defire that jo, 

here nl^ a'? i"'™ t0 “'T into execution 
1 rdmn r hin hkctvife enclofed re 

obf. ve S L " ' "f dc laft y‘" ■ »nd vv c mult ten 

only fnr ir. m' V' 1C 'h c i* c reftrtdfions are metal 
™at bl™ h 1 ' 'h at w as mafe laftfeafnn, and not 
"ill alwavs fie comm,tte c of trade, wKcB 
dufiuch. J ^ dillmguilhcd by having had a 


1'crt William, 

’th October, t yfis. 


V, r c are, Sec." 


To 



ib Thomas Rurabold, Efqj chief, £tc. council. of 
Patna.. - ■ 

-> Gentlemen,' . ' - 

!j.| ■ “ Enctofed we tfanfmit Co you a plan we have this 
Tday laid down, for cohdufttog the inland' trade in 
'Tfaitj fcr the enfuing feafon> in conference of the 
borders of the honourable the court of diredtors, in 
; their., letter. of the aoth of November £ 767, and 
Jdelire that you will pay the drifted regard and at- 
tention to' the regulations we have herein propofed* 
t'and fee that they are ftriftly conformed to, as far 
r. as lies in your power, - • ' . ' . » 


Fort William, ; Wear e, &c; 

; .-yth Oftober, 1768. . , 



Fort William,, the 7th Oftober, 17681- 
At agential CchfiiltltionV ' 


Tv. — ■ • /' 'Prefent, 'b ■, 

bThe honourable Harry Verelft, Efqs’ prefident,' Jtct 

,'l. .Extracts of letters from the relidents .of Burd- 
hyran, and Midnapore, to the cpileftor-gcneral, in 
;unfwer to the orders tranfmittcd to them,' to give' 
.publicnouce, that the'coHaries of th'ofe diflrifts 
would be fold at public outcry', on the twentieth of 
jOftobcr 1768, in conformity of .the orders of the. 

: collector- general received from the prefident and 
.council upon that fubjeft, under date of the iitii-. 1 
:of. Augud. ‘ 

- Vol. IV . ■ S Front 
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From Mr. John Graham, refidcnt at feurdws: 

under the date of the 20th of Auguft, 1 

The adv ertifement in relation to the fait trad 
i§ drawing up, and lhall be publiflied this da» 
and the lift of the coliaries within this pro\irc 
fliall be fcht lo you as foon as pofiiblc. The lui 
thcr dircdtton*. tint you promife me before u 
day of falc, Mill, I hope, be full and explicit, (i 
as 10 diridfc how the balance due the contra&ots 0 
laft year, and the adv ances that may have been al 
ready made in this, are to be fettled and niadi 
good; alfo, m what manner the objedtfons sW 
claims of the farmers arc to bt anfwcrcd, vine 
rented thofe coliaries as part of their farms at the 
Jaft general ftatement on three years Icafes. Theft 
Icafes do not by any means invert them with the 
cxclufne; privilege of making the fait, but it 1* 
donbtlefs with a view to that emolument that they 
incrcafc their offers for the land, and now that the 
coliaries are to be deducted from their farms, the)' 
will be naturally led to claim a deduction from 
the laft incrcafe. ' 

September the 9th* 

The farmers of the diftridts where the collarie* 
are fituated, have prefented petitions to me, f rt ‘ 
tjng forth the infringement on their engagements 
and the prejudice to the bufinefs of their faring 
that will refult from the refolutions of putting the 
Alt- pans Up to public fide, I liateprbmifcd that 
I would fubmlt them to their confederation, and 
you will find them accordingly hercinclofcd* A 
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far as I am matter of the fubjeift; their arguments 
1 own carry weight with me, and the rajah’s offi- 
cers have repeatedly c\p relied tbemfelvcs to me in 
the fame terms ; as to the detriment they think 
the introducing a double authority over the ry- 
otts will be producivc to the rev enue of th \t part 
of the province, thev mention a parallel cafe in 
the adminiftntion of Rajah Mamckchund, who 
actually rendered the fait of thcMundligaut Per-, 
gunner a diftuift farm from the land*, bpt before 
the end of three years, was glad to reroute them, 
and obliged to admit a deduction of nwees^ fiftv- 
thouland, for the damage the' diftrft had fuf- 
tained, owing to the fame perfons occupying the 
double pofleffion of ryotts and mohtgecs, as fpt 
forth in thepetition of the prefentfajmers. v 

From Mr. George Vanfittart, refide t at Midiia* 
pore, under date the 22d of Augltt, 1768, 

I know not whether the court o f directors, in. 
their orders concerning the lalt, h/c been aware 
that the collaries in the Midnapo* and Jalhforp 
provinces, are included in the zenn^dar’s funnuds, 
or whether they think thofc lunnts may be jufily 
dilpcnful with ; if the latter, th zc mindars have 
only to fubmit, but th it ijicy <U not do it, J 
imagine, without giving a go 1 deal 0 f trouble 
hut with their complaints ; fthc former might 
not ankv er the purpofc of Jiffing the fait amongll: 
as many hands as pofkblc benhvered by jn or- 
der, being publihied, tlnti“ne ihoultl eontradt 
lor .ibo.c a limited <]uantit< lt, nt a lift 0 f a i» c b 0 
contractors iliould, on a c- a ‘n day, be delivered 

is 
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in to the rcfident, jnd tranfmitted to the colleftor- 
genera], and that the contractors fhould engage to 
wry the fait to one ot the public marts »Mu 
n^ve been fixed upon* 


' September 14th. 

Several petitions have Seen delivered to me b? 
the zemindars, j n confequence of the orders for 
putting up the collaries to outcry. Their con- 

enfle fro , ? “ 1 ? n , n0t “ yfi;lf S’' 15 tIlcnl 
-ill f * P r °P°lc therefore to tranfmit them 
\?S ° bf ««tion and direftions, together 
With tjieltft-^f collar, es, a few days hence, ^ , 

a . Odtober 3d. 

t he“clTfe U o« an n d1 

order to coavyVdSj Md , & lftrc i “ 

hare divided 

which ufually iuuST “** ln ' b 'fccond,thofe 

hundred andVft- a b n e ?Y™ tw » 

yield lefs than oil n< " m tbe third, thofe which 

LbfetrTour^t^'f ^ 1 

received from the T S in i°"' “ P™' 1 ™ " h,ch l ' 
tions on the fame Eeercool; pen- 

to me by the other^5 M j a !f° been prefented 
port is entirely the f™ ,n ? a ”» but as their pur- 
you with them. The njJ,: jl necc ^ e ** s t0 trouble 
u will obJcrvc to 
, -d m theirbehalfj 
\* ~ of their zenfin- 



[ 137 3 

dars arc included in their funnuds,' and have eve? 
fince been confidered as their own property ; that 
it is merely by the profits thereof they arc enabled 
to pay the company’s malguzarris ; that confide- 
rablc quantities of fait arc due from them to diffe- 
rent merchants, and large fums of money have 
been lent them upon the credit of their collaries, 
and if tficir collaries are now taken from them, it 
will be totally out of their power either to pay 
their revenue, fulfil their contracts, or fatisfy 
their creditors.” I requeft to be favoured with 
your directions on thefe circumftanccs, and like- 
wile regarding the conduct 'neceffary to be ob- 
ferved with refpedt to the molangees. The fame 
people being ryotts of the zemindar^ and em- 
ployed in the bufinefs of cultivation, as well as 
that of making fait, many difputesjnay probably 
arife concerning them, between the zemindars 
and the purchafcrs of the collaries,, 

The purport of the two petitions delivered to 
the colle&or-gencral by the following Burdwan 
farmers : 

Callipurfaud Mozundar, farmer of Pergunnah. 
Calloor ; Kifnarum Boy, farmer of the Pergunnah 
Baracc. 

The petitioners reprefent ,rlnt they todk the 
shove pergunoabs to farm at the pooneih held in 
June lift, tot a term of years ; that \n theCe farms 
both the Collin and mate revenues' weie necefTa- 
rily included, as well, bectufy it nas ever been cu- 
itomary, as that at Ionic* feafons, the collin' 
' grounds are cultivated for paddv, and othix 
< grain ; 
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grain ; that in reliance the collar}* grounds uguI 
not be feparated from their farms, and the fait trad 
bung laid open laftjetr, \ erv considerable advance 
had been made b) the merchants to the molan 
gees, fo then the re-letting the colhncs in tin 
manner propoftd, will not only mamfcfllj injur 
both the merchants and farmers, but will alii 
great!) opprefs the rjotts, and occafiou a defertio' 
ot the molangecs, which muft fcnfibl) ailed tfct 
honoui able company’s revenues, wherefore thej 
l 5ra > thtir cafemajr be taken into confidcration. 


To R.chard Becher, Elq. collcdor-gcncral. * 


The humble petition of Shibnarain Chaturgt, 
farmer of Mudligaut Pergunnah, in th'e pre- 

'mce of Burdnau. 


Shewetb, 

That at the pooncah held in Tuns laft vear, 
toecthcAutho' 00 *’ I 1 ' 6 a '?° V,: I’ cr E unn ah to farm, 

anf filt k d r oresnMll » thc M -* 1 ' 31 

ha t" belonging to it, all which be 

inr S,n 0r,h r }ean ' <hat ■" Auguft follow 
1U B , public proclamation ms made bi the ref 

Bmd if” aU thc fjlt coll anes in thc province ft 

to \ c r ° ,d at i ,ub "= '«*£ ® *• 

cr> ' m) r ° n!iCv ‘i s 

14th of Aiio-nfl- .u * ™ at In c °nfequcrce, the 
refident ro^nl ^ ^ ree gomaftahs werefent by the 
uonTd coHa^n m fS™"' of th <= before-men- 
a pradicc altom-A uc * e< * m }° ur petitioner's farm, 
practice altogether unprecedented, as. the far- 

irprs 



r ( ’139 1 

ncrs heretofore ever been acciidomed to place an 
entire faith and confidence in the gentlemen’s 
grants and agreements, alyrays concluded their 
farms to be fecured to them, vvhilft no mal-con- 
;iud could be laid to their charge. 

Your petitioner further reprefents, that the 
tollary anti, mal-rcnts of his farm have always 
been confidcrcd as infeparable, the fame ryott 
bolding both, grounds, and pa>iug the rent there- 
of to one farmer ; and tins ufage being of long 
landing, your petitioner apprehends the ryotts 
,vill not cafily be prevailed upon to hold the mall 
liftindt from, the collary farms, at lead compul- 
ive meafures mud be ufed, the confequeUce of 
^/hich will be a confiderable defertion of the ryotts, 
and diminution of the honourable company ’s rc- 
venues. / 1 

Your petitioner humbly prays, that you "wilt 
be plcafed to take his cafe into confideratioji, and 
render him judice. And your petitioner will ever 
pray, See. , , 

To the lion. Harry Vcreld, Efq. prefident and go- 
vernor, &c. council of Fort William, in Bengal. 

The humble petition of the fait molangccs of Hat- 
tiagur Burridatty, Moora Gaflab, Muddenull, 
Shawpore, Azamabad, &c. twenty-four per- 
gunnahs belonging to the hon. company. 

. Humbly Sheweth, 1 

That, in former times, when the faid pergun- 
nahs belonged to black zemindars, your peti- 
tioners 
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years’ J tf- . n . lanner ‘" c y continued forte 

ftsssSSSsrS?-* 

iSSSa^sS 

faid, to raJwnuL r fa T “aimer as afore 
proper; butvour n*/J r ° m Y'kom.they thought 

your honour. y &c coun'e?'” bcin £ “ for,netl thM 

‘he fait pans amoneft fever f” t0 divWs 

wife to put uiuhefaid enll 1 - merChantS ’ a " dIi h=- 

? coHari^inatt'nTucVcrr" 7 b) ' te > 

“oners are fure m k„ _ . ca| e, your pell- 
who will not n[ “““ed ‘he merchants, 
fleves, butal ‘heir 

Therefore, if Si ' °” ers fa “ibes. 
proper to divideXfah elll’ - &C ‘ coullc!| , ‘hint 
chants, and put them ud amoD S ‘he rocr- 
“oners have no obiefl-IeeF at . outcry, yoi 


chants, and put them m amon E ‘h=nicr- 
tioners have no obietFKnn? at ■ outcr yj your peti- 
“crehants be or£d to * ?> but thaC 

only. ftch ooCS „ in thc!r fmiu ' 

‘heir money, and tiiat theii ‘ n ° 1)r ‘ acc ept'of 
force )our.p e titioners • an d ^ n ° C permittcd w 
ln dut >* bound, fhall ever pray^^ P CClt *P ncr5 » aJ 


To ‘he hon. Harry Verelft ur ’ ' 

governor * ^‘3* prehdent ani 

Thchumfie SS' council. 

Humbly ihiw ctl“ n ° f tnc fiIt ““chants, , 

,!f - ‘hc&k ofeolks" ^ Cn -P I “ r « 1 ‘oadk-r 
®' c “>aior, and nr 
pcrfoi 
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jSirfcra to huve above thirty lots; whereas it £or* 
tnerly was the cuftorn. that itiolungees mould con- 
irad with whom they pleafed to make their fait* 
and thofe that had. balances oh them ufcd to take 
Jefs mohey for the year following to make fair* 
and pay off what they could ; and fome of the 
molungees ufed to make fait themfelVes, and t feU 
to the merchants, which was advantageous both 
for the molungees ahd the iberchants ; and for- 
merly, the rent for evety collary was about fix or 
Feven rupees, buc your honours have increafed 
it to thirty rupees, and feryants to fay for 
fix moriths, feven rupees, which -was nor fuffi- 
cicnt for them. The molungees and fervants 
nevet fen ed willingly, but by force, for which 
teafon therd Was riot fo many collaries as in former 
times i but now as tkfc honourable company have 
been pleafed to bellow this contract on the na- 
tives, lalt year we advdiiced monej', but by the 
tain the molungees could not give all, and a great 
balanctf remained on them ; and for this year 
we were obliged to advance fome money for their 
tnaintainance, ahd making fait again. And now 
as your honours have advertifed that the collaries 
hill be fold, if fo, it will entirely ruin us. Again 
Me are further informed, that Jour honours wilt 
( fix a price of fait for falc, but as according to our 
year’s ptodufhon, fo the price fettles fome years 
, j? or fj afl d feme years lefs; if jour petitioners fell 
f by the fettled price v»e fhall be ruined, 

, Therefore yoUr petitioners humbly implore, 
that your honours may be pleafed to take our cafe 
into your ferious confideration, and order that the 
alt contracts maj continue as before, both for ma- 1 
Vot. yiT. T ^ king 
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king and felling it, and your petitioners, as ir 
duty bound, fhall ever pray. r ( 

Extract of a general letter from Bengal, dated tb 
23d of November, 1 769, t 

-■Par. 18. In the 107th paragraph of our letter 0: 
the 25th of September Iaft, we had the pleafurc tc 
acquaint you, that the balance of the accounts ol 
the fociety of trade amounting to current rupees 
1 37, I2I > had been paid into your trealury'j and 
We have now the honour to enclofe you copies ol 
their accounts. 

1 ' 

Exrna of Bengal genera! confutations, dated th( 
' ' 3d of Oftober, i 769. , , 

' 1, i - 

The honourable Harry Verelfl, Efq; prefidenf, &c. 

' Rt,i tho following letter to the fociety of trade. 

To the. honourable Harry VcrellV, Efu, prefideot 
“ d governor, &c. council of ton William. ' 

Vw°T r ' dSitandS,,s < 

follow,.' „ “ ow ,hc honour to enclofe toyou the 
and beetfe n?7 10 lhe ~doues on', Ah 
. "" “U'. from the focietv of trade A - > 

■rad= C ,T tS ° f f3 “ ' e “‘« d by thefoctery of 

' ChuugongTC^ ? cc,Ie - nut pntohafed hy th« 
trade, A. y- A ™ unt of the fociety <i 

Accoum 
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Account current of the honourable company 
with the. fociety of trade. A, 

You will obferve, from the laft-mentioned ac- 
counts, that the duty on fait is thirty-five per cent, 
valuing the quantity received 3t 90 arcot rupees 
per maund •, and that the duty on the beetle-nut is 
ten per cent, pn ithfi prime cofr,’ which are the 
terms fixed by the honourable board foe the firfl: 
year’s concern, The balance now due. is cqrfenc 
rupees 137,121,' which, we requeft, you -will 
order to be received into the treafuryV' This, gen-* 
tlemen,bvnll fimffi the total amount of duties on 


the firft year’s account; and the fccond, the fo- 
ciety have paid, rupees 400,000 ; and the reafon 
a greater proportion of duties on the fecond year’s 
account has not ibeen paid, is owing to the diffi- 
culty we find in colle&ing the very large outflank 
' jng balances due to the fociety, 

' ^ } fl? r* f * » > < «. p 

■1 We arc, \yith relpeft, ■ 

* V - I'l ’1 * f . 4 , i < „ £ 

Hon. Sir alyl Sirs, * - 


■pOrtAVUliam' * 

f6 Auguftyij6p,' 


Your moll obedient Servants, 4 

1 >)in J j , (V 1 , „ 

John Cartier, See,’' 


1 ' * t tc-v ot , I 

I'itjrv*,, „ , f ~ j v , t d , / » 

.‘•‘Ordered, That the account?. incloled ip tho 
fociety of.tradc-’s letter, <be: entered aftef {hS con- 
Ju'wtiond it . 1. „ , ‘ 
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Extract, of a general Letter to Bengal, dated ti 
loth pf April, '1771. 

- “ We have ltkewife received the copies of th 
accounts 1 fropi the fociety of trade, refpeaing ti 
fale of fait and beetle-nut ; and in looking mt 
the account curreptof that fociety, with the com 
pany, dated the ttveuty.fixth of Auguft, one thou 
t , fc Y a , ^ un dred and fixty-nine, tveohfetvt 
ttat the balance due for the duties pn thofe attl 
is? IS a c ma ^ C t0 bc current rupees 737,111 

trmW adVlfe ,c US m ! ' QUr letter of 2 5th of Sep 
tember, tyfig, per vVnkettvyke ; but,, upon > 

thE feveral furas in *« eb| i 

Omiffinn of * th ' re a PP tars “ have been an 
™ our trLfZ"' r “ rccs “°*°°°. «hlch rum, 
entered *as naiH ^ p C f un£s J aD ^ general books, U 
rell' Set^to > 7 «. hy-Mr. Latt: 

Head of the hrf tbc foc . ,et y > *n which cafe, in; 
nt “he Clow f rc ; me “ t,t!,,ed halapce being due 

3& untVu £ ha V h ' nre ; 

forth. c ; wh ol c apiouj^t of the duties let 
there” September, fj 6 h 

Extraft 
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2 xtra& of Bengal general Confutation, thojift 
of March, 1772- 

Received the following letter from the fociety of 
trade, 

To the lion, John Cartier, Efq, Prefident and 
Governor, S.c. of the Council. 

“ Gentlemen, 

> « We have received the extraft from the ho- 
nourable the court of directors general letter/ 
under date the ioth of April, 1771, relative rq 
the duties on file and beetle nut, from the fociety 
pf trade to the honourable company. 

The balance due to the honourable company, 
the 26th of Auguft, 1769, amounting to current 
rupees 1 37, 12 r, was from fociety A and was 
$ifcliargcd mtwo payments as follows f 

1769, Sept. 13 - 31,000 

1 770, March 29. - 106,12* 

137,121 

The fuppofed omiffion of current rupees, 
220,000, pud the 3d of February, 176S, was m 
pare of the dp tics due from fociety B. but has not 
bpui difttnguifhed m the treafury boohs as re- 
ceived from the fociety of tfwjc B. which has oc- 
♦ifioned the nji^ahe. 


Tho 
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' Tbe following payments havermcebecipW 
, from focietyB.' viz,'- ;V,; •- 
** V 1 I'j r.u , : 

17^9, Mav.31. Muxadavad-‘i8o;ooa-<. 
■ ■ !770, May 31 , - 25,000 . 

1771, June 18 . ±..-.ryJ g * 000 

W . ' ’ “*95»oesr‘ 

' h :7i ■. Wc are, &c. . ' 

$v^htch,‘tyjz x - t*a 

l'l, j,u, .V ' ' \ - " c : . 

^e pxcntioncc} In our next advices fa 
Epraftof.Fort^Yilllam Cpp&Itatlon, -fiprU .3, 

.f ,e yji-.y: 

before* tbe'board' a:lettet 

™ 7 . t0 u,c ; co ”” i “«; of 

\n/ ** Honourable Slri;;'}/'.!’ .V* ’ v r ' f : 

rniftep of ?rSc **&? .S° n 9Prable the f com; 

miffion of the hrn'rtn^kf^i'^ obtain ‘per* 

ipul’sattcmlancenn »u^ C ^^-(or.-Gocul Go; 

<li pcjifcj with fer four C ° ^ or ”:6? n ff a l. i Vp • ^ 

njany t of the, merchants wSS ^ ’ 3 ?OT* 5 
«;r»\ large quantities 4 of rw- h?y 5 - p - { ch ? fc ^ f x S^ 
b i mines oU^c committee's fait, which 

they 



hey. Have-not- .yet- paid. forj-by^yhicW the’ bo* - - 

lourable company are prevented receiving thciF-. > 

lutics to a confiderablc amount, and the propric*, ■ >, 
ors arc great iufT?rcrs» OC * 7 j ? * 1,1 * /“ * r x 

lam. See;", * ” - 

13 April, * 7^2.. . " (Signed) David KeUican/- ; 

J S.ec^etary Itb the comm, of trade/* 

Agreed, tKe'fectetary be directed to fen&'?,pjb- • - 
fitiv'c order talari Holme, the 'collector ! df-’tnS - 
tjYenty.-ioar pcrguhnahg, tb. the purport required ; ; 
and to permit GbcW Gofaui's naib to offlciate^fpc 
him during his c abfeticc. ‘ 1 V ?L ),* 

abetter 'from ft# Governor arid Codify 
cil of Fort Saint George, to the Governor and 
.** • Council of Port-William,’ dated - the .aotfcL of * * 

r>1 T. 4 U*“ “ r ~ Kt pnT ; 

1 i } 71 y l r{.v:' 7 fi- , ttTli ruii-byn^rj 

“ There will be • at • MazhUpatam m" r tW ’ cn- ‘ 

- luiqg Odober , ; about 6op,ooQ^maund^ of.fai^bc- 
loftgi&g' TO the company,' which* canhpt' ' be r ' fold 
' at that place, and is a ftaple Commodity ' at . your 
fcttlcmcnc ; it will be therefore render! rig a very' 
edcntiarfqrvice f tbour honourable Wallers if. jou 
1 djfpofe'of- it' at- public'ourcry, » ohby cohtra&s ' 

, on; Condition *tH at Ht ■ Redelivered* by.‘ weight 1 'or 
the pans 1 , 1 ‘and'.'tbei- company ’pay\tbe 




E ] 

paid into jour treafury, an advice from the chief 
and council at Mazulipatam of the quantity they 
havcdelivcred, we requeft jour honour, & c . lull 
acquaint us as foon as poffible, how far theft 
fehemes may be practicable. 


E-etter from the Governor and Coun- 
c , °* Bengal, in anfwcr to the above, dated 
the 26th ot Auguft, 1767* 


arc Entry, gentlemen, we cannot per- 
ceive with jou the advantages which the com- 
pany wou d derive from your propifal, o£ offer- 
J 5 ^ U1 Calcutta fo large a quantity 

ofcosrts fait, as (be laths of maunds. 
. m ,? not be c^pcfted there will be bidders be- 
jond the power of conveyance; and double rh* 
tonnage ufually employed in the trade of the two 

fhe oun n nrv’ ''° u > d ^Sclent ,0 bring down 
the quantity mentioned : as long as fait will pro- 
found 3 S?. at „ th s marte , » * 

We canlnr-™ - hiV t t,UIchafcrs «i«iout thefer 
contraft nor ! b ?‘ an * P ctfon offer to 
wK?“r“^ u »«r to the com- 
So , trade here, or to the met- 

arifc SVc'romn- =dr f , ^S«. indeed, ought to 
rneafurc vihich wll'nmm 01 ?"'^ dc,crnlin c upon 1 
die focicty^s* flock 'from L C ' y a(rc ? thc hk ot 
receive duties tod " bc,lac ‘be company 
rupees. “ of twelve lacks of 



£ 149 J 

, By ; fu ch publication, made here, the ^ private v 
merchants,! who have bought on the faith ofithc 
'aid focicty, and the board, would find thcmfclves 
jifappointed of the very moderate profit to which, 
hey are limited .by the articles of their agree- 
nent j and a pofitive penal deed, executed be- 
:wecn the company and the. proprietors of the 
nland trade, would be violated in a manner in- 
jurious to both, without producing a lingulae 
equivalent advantage to either. 

For what is the capital in queftion upon fi’C 
lacks of maunds, about 60,000 rupees will arife 
to the companyj fuppofing the whole filould be) 
taken at contract ; whereas, if tonnage can be 
found for one fourth of 'that quantity, an equal ' 
benefit will accrue to your tranfporting It to this 
market on account of the company, arid. with this' 
peculiar advantage, that it may be done without - 
injury to individuals, and without breach of po-. 
fitisc engagements, or public juftice. ^ j 
-We mall, however, acquaint the owners and 
commanders of all vefiels, bound from hence to ' 
the coaft, that they may be fupplied with fait at/ 
Mazulipatam ; and recommend' to them to give 
the company the preference of their pUr chafes' of 
this article. 1 _ « *■ • 

Fxtraft of the Governor' and Council of Fore 
< ^aint George's Letter Co the Court 'of Diiec- 
- tors,' dated the 5th No\ ember, <1767% 

.Par. 70.- 4 « Your Eankfail farm way re-let for 
tour years, the 27 th July, at two hundred ami* 
tittyjpagodas per annum, advance on the former 
rent. 

f V ° l - lv - U Par. 
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Par. 71. The chief and council at Maztilipa* 


tarn, informed us in July, that a very confidence 
balance would remain due from the renter of the 
Mazulipatam and the Panracca fait, at the ex- 
piration of this cowle (which will be in this 
month) owing in great meafure to the interrupt 
tion which the Sombardy people have met with, 
' who ufed to refort thither from the interior parts, 
and purchafc that article : they advifed us, in- 
deed, at the fame time, that the fait on hand 
would, even at a very. low rate, be fufficient ta 
difeharge this balance, if received by the com- 
pany in lieu thereof, and we immediately wrote 
to the gentlemen at Bengal, to defire they would 
endeavour to difpofe of it by contract, or public 
. y havc * however, reprefented fo man / 
difficulties attending fuch a fcherae, that we half 
entirely dropped it; and the only method that 
occurred to us, was to endeavour to prevail on 
the new renter to be accountable for the balance, 
provided the fait on hand was delivered to him i 
and w e have given directions' to the chief " 4 
council accordingly, 

C° U ld Ihc plan we recommended to the gent' 
it mint hlve Wen carried into execution, 

“ ! 5 . haTC bc =" attended with very agreeable 
fas[S CeS, ~T hcr:i,E farm * Ma?ulip S atamh 
dcrahle “u kmnvwcU ) °"=of the mod cont- 
couned Tif h ° I P :,n ‘ 1 g cm ent of the chief and 
ceeds L Ztc prod - UCi! of ,h “ “tide greatly «- 
cu„ L t “, r n,r , tl0n: 304 “ ^"fcquently uc- 
flm’ . crs tho rcn «r is a man of large fob- 

due from 'hlL balancc mud remain 

due from hun at the expiration of his cowle, 

though 
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hough perhaps the fait on hand, if fold, would 
ally aifcharge that -balance; but were we to 
ake it in lieu thereof, the company muftbe 
(\ually, if not greater fuffers, by our not being 
blc to dtfpofc otit, — Could it hate been fold at 
lengal, as vie recommended, the farm would 
ave been, freed from every t incumbrance, and 
rould confequently have let at a greater advan- 
ageatthe expiration of the conic, than, we can 
10, v hope it will." 

sxtrafh of Bengal general Confultations, dated 
the ad September, 1765. 

« Mr. Johnftone fends in a letter containing a 
reprefentattoa regarding his fait concerns in the 
Burdvvan province, and other parts, in confe- 
rence of the cftabUChment of the fociety of trade. 
The board efteems the fubjedt thereof of material 
cotifcqucr.ee, as it may prove a precedent for more 
applications of the fame nature, and therefore re- 
fer it unul another meeting to he determined on, 
jifter hating been further confidered ; but in the 
mean time, if Mr, Johnftone thinks it will expe- 
dite the buftnefs, they nijl direft the gentlemen 
atButdtvan to make an enquiry into the Bate of 
ihis balances, 

, , Ordered, therefore, that Mr. Johnftone be ad- 
vtfed accordingly.” 

To the Hon, the Prcftdent and Council, Stc. 

“ Genlerrtcn, 

“I have perufed an advertifement a fixed at 
tnc tort gate, by order of the committee of trade, 

dated 
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dated the i 2 th of Auguft, 1765, in which it 
mentioned, that the honourable the court of d 
reftors having thought proper to fend our part 
cular orders for limiting the inland trade, in th 
articles of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco; tb 
lame is notv to be carried on in conformity t 
thole orders, by a public focietv of proprietor 
to be formed for that purpofe ; aud that as 2 
exclufivc right to the trade of thofc articles \u 
erelted in this fociety, by an authority derive' 
”0® ‘he company and from the nabob. 

All manner of perfons, dependent on the ba 
nourable company's government, arc hercb; 
flufitly prohibited, from dealing in any refped 
direftly, or mdircdlly, in the articles of fait, bee 
tie-nut, or tobacco, from the date hereof; thati 
Z lh *y : 0)311 n °t enter into any new engage 
u J 1 . efs as r eontradlors, cither for the pur 

trade * ^ ° ° f th ° articlcs with fociet y 0 

concern^ ° rdctS threat f n S'' 3 ' Iof* to me in th 
E 1 am “Paed in the article of fait, I 

’hofwir orc P ref ? nt the flats of my concern! 
cure' mp ma y me tit)°ur eonfideration, and pro 
In the month of MafCb; 
into 4> a n. 5 rs ‘ J° hnftone and Bolts having entered 
for falMn ma ^ e confiderable contrafr 

Shuia MnM Ver i^ C ^ Uni ’ a * 1S) viz. in Subbing 
thofc a, w fe MondeJgant, Caror, &c. iutj 
pofine of it v 5-7 ma hing 3 nd dif* 

" Jlooc 
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Jtfoota, Sec. fums were taken up from 
us, by the zemindars and taluckdars, to be 
counted a dadny for fait of «66, there fame peo- 
ple, with, whom we now contracted in feveral 
places, being indebted to the partnerlhip of John- 
ftonc, Hay, and Bolts, pear 50,000 balances of 
what had been advanced them on contracts for 
the former year, we were under the necefficy of 
continuing to engage with them, in order to re- 
cover thefe balances, which perhaps would other- 
wife have been loft to us. 

As yet the fait of Subbing has not been weighed 
pff from the golas there, but* from the computa- 
tion wc have been able to make with the taluck- 
dars, who arc now here preient, their balance will 
j amount to nigh 12,000 rupees including rupees 
5000, that was advanced them under a written 
agreement, to be transferred for dadny of the 
fait to be boiled in 1766. The fait from Shuja 
Morta* being only in part received, we cannot 
afeertain this balance ; but by an eftimate of the 
quantity of fait in heaps, we compute there will 
be due from the zemindars above rupees 6000, 
hefides rupees 3000, advanced for dadny the en- 
fuing fcafon. The whole of the fait from Mendel- 
gant not being yet received, we cannot till then, 
.be certain what balance will be due to us from the 
molungees ; but from the eftimate wo have been 
yet able to make, we expeft, that in that pur- 
gunnah and coror they will amount to 'betwixt 30 
and 40,000 current rupees. 

As Mr. Bolts’s and my paitnerfhip was about 
to expire in March, and we not agreeing to re- 
pew it, put each to adt on his feparate account 

*■* for 
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for the enfuing fcifon, it behoved me therefore IQ 
endeavour to make my contracts the earlier.— 
-Advance* were accordingly made in Shuja, 
Moota, and Subbing as above mentioned, and to 
the niolungces in Mcndelgant, on contiads ca- 
tered into ivith them, from February to May. 
above rupees 14,000 was advanced them at two 
different payments, as will appear from their re 
ce.p s and contrafls; depending on the validity 
o le e engagements, and coniidering the great 
fums already due by the molungccs, for a conii- 
S* C j U , lIe defcrrcd advancing more, till being 
, gomaftahs, that others v. era 

irnfratr^i advances to thofe very people who had 
dgaged with me, by prior *»ntra£l for all then 
if, a r r twc m 'S ht not J of= the dadny we- had 
of Lftilai'",’ and the K eat ba,anccs omfllnding 
advance f,’> ', e w ' re “W'ged to make a further 
rupees ao m wl,ole ma >' amount now to 

and advances tW ’ Cn T mad ? 'hefe contraa* 
bibition or V 4 ■^• W2S 1 lcn no intimation, pro- 
from'thc Lotted i h LT trary ’ “fa 

cquallv frcJ’ L weU 1 ^ ,DSCd and 1 

contraft f 0 ’ r ,l. ,? 5 . c 'cry other merchant, to 

rleafed, ** » 

engagements with me ThiT^ “ T* 
competitors, it is .1,,. „ 1 c wIlcre tI > cre are 
traft' Toy goods I " c n com ,m<>n praftice to con- 
wcll known to cvcri "' onti ’ s , bc 1 fore -l'and, is too 
in cou„m-, fa r r L°“>. 1 bd '^. "ho trades 

hy the fcnle of the conin ,?,? lon lt; and thog S b 
- . committee a monopoly hat 

been 
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left adopted, and ordered immediately to faie 
lace, I humbly conceive there is no fuch inftruc- 
ons nor inference can tie drawn from any para- 
raph in the honourable company's general letter, 
hefting. or authoring any thing like it, nor im- 
owering you to transfer the advantage of pur- 
hafes or contractors in trade, made by me, while 
i member of the board, or by others: concerned, 
o yourfelves, gentlemen, or to any others you , 
nay chufe hereafter to divide it with ; neither 
lid the board, while they had the freedom of ac- 
ting, ever declare that they underftood the com- 
pany’s letter to convey any fuch meaning as is 
now i lined, as if by their authority and direftionw 
The orders which arc now iffued, on the fuppo- 
fitiotf of our evelufite right that is to be hereafter 
derived to the fociety from the company and n3- 
bou, we prcfdme, In juftice and law, cannot af- 
feft tranfaftions in trade not colnmenced in con- 
tradiftion thereto, bnt entered into long before 
ariy fuch monopoly was thought of, or defigned 
by the board at that lime, and only publifhed 
within thefe few days* We conceive, that in Eng- 
land, and all free countries at all periods, time ‘ 
has been allowed for the finilhing concerns, be- 
fore abfolute prohibition have taken place in any 
article of trade of the above nature, that mult af- 
fect fo* many who traded uuder the allurance of 
protection and fecurity to their property and ef- 
fects from that government, the benefit of whole 
laws they enjoy td, and were infilled to in com- 
mon with their fellow-fnbjefts that ifTue their or- 
ders fo much for their own benefit". It was ob- 
jected by the general voice, as one of the greateft 

grie- 
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grievances in the late regulation, propofed foiiavt 
taken place under Coffim Ally Cawn, that the nine 
per cent, duty was to be levied forthwith on all 
merchandize, and that all the contradb that had 
Been entered into with the molungees, &c. at the 
? 3 h V ' C / C .!. 0 . ke given up, without allowing any 
time for findhmg the concerns.before entered into, 
P rcc ? utl °“ being taken for fecuring to the 
ihe n T f h l b i anceduet0 ‘bent. When by 

tm£S i C erof t ^- J b0ard e :1 5 >,C3r ’ a11 forthef con- 
-i on thole collanes or rofals, un- 

0 the " abob > provifion was 
dars (lira,li e Jl 330urab le board, that the zemin- 
when^he tof ! fC ^ rg , e . ! hc ““'Ending balancer 
and?he b„ t ^ ,r 0Ul r d be given over to them: 
of theCakmrll’ ' Vl,en f 1 '^ 'ook the falt-pans 
took unon hi ****** in '° 'belt own hand, 
d'ebts U due 'for com P any » direharge their large 

chairs f and fuZ"//” 15 brfbre t0 the ^ 

Worked the ™n • r '? re gnlate, that whoever 
due to him thc . kaIa "cc that might fall 

offb; 0 tS c f S i t'->0" g eeslhou,d be taken 
hope that the fiino £/? rmers of the collaries; 
haf e f 0 will be done to us, who 

der ttic comnanv’s In n ! "\i bc different diflriSs un- 

mindars unScrf th/'^TlPw 1 ’ 3nd with th= Z 'i‘ 

whom every merchant^ nabobs jurifdidtion, with 
and that fincc all me/ 25 kcen ac liberty to trade; 
barred us of ever beh^’ i1 d 3,1 hopes is now dc> 
Inrgc fuins due to g K ak 1= to tcimburfe thole 

thc fait trade that , any futu re profits froirt 
think of proper ml, 1,1 honourable .board will 
murtincsitablyfufflr 1 t0 , prevent thc left we 

auly iufllr, by orders every where if- 

fued. 
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fucd, forbidding att purchafes on faies. To many, 
of yon, gentlemen, and others who haveihared in 
the monopoly, the lofs of any, by giving "p .. 
filch balances as may be due to you, will he com- 
penfated again by the profits you will now (hare ; 
hut the whole mult fall with all its weight on my- 
felf, and others concerned with me, who are ex- 
cluded any part. ' . ' 

The contrafts, that my brother and X had made 
with the molungees, on which two payments 
were made before the committee was formed, W’25 
lor r 3 3,009 Bhanga maunds. We underftand, 
that oilers have been made to the committee of 
trade, to furntfh them the fait made in Mendlc- 
gaut, which we have already in part paid for, at 
75 rupees percent, maunds; it mull appear in 
vain for us to talk of, or afk a 'price, where we 
lute not the power of bettering ourfelves by fel- 
ling to others, hut lye under the neccffity of ac- 
ccpting what you plcafc to give us. On a view 
of the profits, you are likely to receive by the gene- 
ra! monopoly of the three articles, wc need not re- 
y relent, that thofe who make fuch offers, are now 
in effect trading on our capital ; and having no 
balance to lofc, may, fupporced by your power, 
afford to undertake to give the fait, that ought in 
juflice to belong to belong to us, to your commit- 
tee at 75 rupees, they will be under no neccffity 
'of incurring had debts, by fupplying money to’ 
the molungees, as wc have done very large fuins, 
when diftreffcd by their loflis, whctlier by cheap- 
ncts of grain, overflowings, or caterpillars in their 
{arms. 


Vol. IV, 


We 


X 
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Wo have the greatcft hopes in appealing ij 
your candour and juflicc, as judges, that, thra e ii 
parries in this cautc, and abundantly powerful ta 
enforce your orders, yet that proper regard tvi!i 
be had to our rights, and the fccurity of our pro- 
perty laid our in trade, under the proteftion and 
fanflion ot public treaties, both with the hit ml 
prclent lubah. 

Should we promife S 7 rupees 8 -As. tile fame 
pnee we hear is offered to the gentlemen at Chit- 
ta^ong, andDecca; though this might by feme 
be thought unreafonaWe, as the price has altered 
p " !’ ,? ncc J wafc. concerned there, 'if the fait 

bmu, hr ?A’n? rCr C ° Ra j jhbOT y. than it does tit 
brought to Calcutta, and confiderillLt thole era. 

feives" « tw” : - tho . adva 1 nt!1 g<’ rolelj amongtheo. 

the p^fitVon die = wh’ofe'! , Ir"ih ^ 

v,m think ? C “P' of whatever joa 

lofing whatever we haveiV' ? r nln tIle ° f 
nr this r- 2 f n „ , c ha 'e advanced on the comrafts 

have unk rWref "' hat 15 due for lhc 'ad. , We 
hww whaV w- hf ^ t0 rcqUcn ' thj t ynu will let us . 
SS? e "' peft ’ and' that confide* 

to us, in virtue n f lh4t i ,rcfcr encc that is due 
Subbing, Suia Ar,° Ur ct 2 ntnli ^ 3 at Mendlegaut, 
t-tnteredin voX,d s V Dd as a » 
that affifance, SS f?" will ,S i « "! 

protection, neare ei •' i- , ria<1,: ’S under you. 

‘" cd ,0 expect, in recover- 
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izouf juft debts outftanding due to us, whether 
B the diftrids of the nabob dr company. 

I am, with due'refpcdt, 

Gentlemen, 

Your molt obedient, 

Calcutta, Humble fervant, 

,6th of Auguli, 1765. ’ JoHS j0K!5ST0! , E< 

Ixttad of Bengal general confultations, dated 
16th of September, 1765. 

Mr. Johnftonc fends in a letter, ^acquainting us 
that he has fettled with Mr. Verclft, firtcc his ad- 
ireis of the 20th ult. in regard to his own and 
partner’s concerns in the BurdwaU diftricte, and 
has only now to beg our afiiftance in recovering 
the debts and balances that they can make appear 
due to them from the zemindars or others, in the 
dittricts of the nabob, or other of the company ’s 
lands, for the two laft years. 

Ordered it be entered ; And 
That the fecrctary do acquaint Mr. John Core 
in anfwcr, that it refts with himlelf to take fuch. 
methods rs may an pear to him proper for the re- 
covery of the debts and balances he mentions; 
but that if he meets with any difficulty. therein, 
we will, on application, comply with Ins requeft, 
by affording lum the ncceftary a Chian cc of our go- 
vernment. 


To 
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To the hon. Lord Clive, &c r. council of Fci 
William, I 

Aly Lord and Gentlemen, 

/\ H:lv fincc my addreis under date the 26, 
mvt gUft ’ , rCtt cd " ith Mr - Vercl ft “ regard t 
,i['|?rW d ? n f tner>s &,t concerns in the Bari 
fillanc- ^ ^ 3Ve on ^ t0 r 9 t l uc fl ; now the :l 
debts in u } i° Ur S ove mment, in receiving tS 
dim tn C . } a rinc T cs that we can make appear juft! 1 
n r ; a nf’tl rQni , ri , C zemindars, or others in the a 
extent i f' “?** s r C0m pcny’s lands, Burls' 
advance on°ti r ' C >' cars > with a rcafonablt 

on inch turns af hi- ,b - )C: ' r ™ WC0,1 ’l” tr ’“ 

V OUcllrrs „ T S „ 1 ‘ f tCCCtptS aild pmpO 


r 


Calcutta, 
Sf i’t- >5,1765. 


ain » with refpedt, 

Aly Lord and Gentlemen, 


A; our moll obedient fervar.r, 
John JotiNSTOsr.” 
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Iort-William, Aug. 28, 1768* 

At a committee of new lands. 

„ Prefenr. 

William B. Sumner, Ralph Leicefter, George 
Gray, Efqrs. 

The lift proceedings read and approved. 

Reid 1 letter reeux ed from the kcretary of the 
committee of trade, containing a repoit of the ar^ 
rattgemcnc they have made ot the ialt collancs m 
the Calcutta lands, and the names of the. perfons 
to whom they are let, further requefting, tint wc 
w\U furmlh thofe people with a particular lift ot 
the cdllanes of each lot, and mclofing alfo a co,^ 
ot the conditions on whicn the) have formed the 
prefent cqntraCts 

Ordered, thht the latter be entered .after this 
dai ’s proceedings, and that, the dilhrcnr collec- 
tors do, upon application nide, furmlh the con- 
tractors with the lifts required. 

To William Bnghtw<jll Sumner, Efq. &.c. gen- 
tleman ot the committee of lands, 
i 

ft Gentlemen, 

? 1 

“ I am direftxd b) the committee of trade to 
acquaint jou that the following is tl e difpofition 
the) hav<a made of the fait collate an the Calcutta 
lands. 

1 * *^ lc ' V00c ^ c ^ c collancs of Hally aghur 
and Mojda, with the country collancs of Hall)- 
?ghuryaffigned to Mr. Robert Saunderlon. 

loc 



[ lui J 

Lot z. The wood collaries of Moragacfi 
X uckacoole, Shawpore, Duchumwagur, an 
Ghurr, with the country collaries of the fame, ai 
ligned to Mr. John Graham. 

Lol 3. The wood collaries of Azimabad, an: 
Burnidgchatty, with the country collaries of Me 
dinm ul Burnidgehatty, Azimabad, and Calcutta 
affigned to Mefirsr Mac Taggaitand Aitchifon. 

1 hey have further directed me to requeft tbs' 
you will order the directors of the pergunnahs rc 
lurnifh the gentlemen with a particular lift of tin 
.collaries contained in thefe djftricls, to enabli 
them to enter on the making of fair. 
rf.n^° mi,aai ' n ^ } f ranfmic you ( a coprof the 
forntn' 'll °" n -‘ ch thc C0!n “’->ttce of trace bare 
ohr ^ ? rel '“. t contraas . and by which yo« 
a <l>e contraftors reltaquilhed ail 
1 mandfor future balances from the me- 

coui, w; h,S - be, ?S the tire committee 

off L Z-, J q J y f " bjca the “ntradlors to talc 
tlwreff)re 1 r aaCeS due J°. tire late farmers ; l and they 
commteee nfTT nd t0 the con ddcratioa of the 
ing thofc balances^ 0 ^ r °“ = m0dE f ° £ 

I am, with refpeft, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient 


Humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. GfiAHA^ 
Sec. Com. of Trade* 
Coiv 



for Talc in 

i That the whole coHaues, as wctt the wood col-* 
Jhrics .is country colbfics, ihall be arranged m 
' Wo lot*, ,i$faUatvs, and that no perfoa (hall be , 
permitted to contract for more than one lor. 

J Lot, t. The wood coliarics of Hattiagur and 
[|tfo)ada,whh the country coihries of Hamagur. 

1 Lot 2. The wood coliarics of Ivluraga tehee, \ 

' j’ccchacoolcjShawporc, Duckunfagur, and Ghutr, ^ 
with the country coliarics of tbtj lame. 

* Lot 3. The wood coliarics of Azimabad and 
purridgehatty, with, the country coliarics of Me- 
dvrnnul, llurridgehauv, Azimabad 4 and Calcutta, j 
' Thar, upon application m?de> the committee 
>vill adv mcc the money required for thefe . con- 
trails as follows ; 

’SW annus (in the rupee) within the month pf 
Septe/nber j fix annus (in the rupee) within the 
month of November ; and the remaining four an- . 
inus (in the rupee) on the 31ft of January* for 
, which bonds (hall be granted pa) able in (i\ months. 
Tint Ihonld any part of thefe advances remain due 
1 from the contra&ors? when the time (of delis ery 
of the fait is claptcd, the contractors fliail allow 
I to the focicty an mtcrcil on the lame after the rate 
, of ten per cent. p*r annum, to be calculated ac- 
cording to the periods of the advances. 

1 hat -U the Lit produced in the fjrft lot (hill 
be tkhuredby the coi. tractors at Nullooah, Goa- 
g^tlonga, withm the courfe of the feafnn, that ts 
to fa;, by the ill of September, 1766, unco an 


Conditions for regulating the contracts 
> the Calcuttta lands. . 



[ Ifi-t'j 


agent of ours, who Mill be appointed to rec» 
the fame into the focjetj's golahs, 1 and mitt 
acquittances foi* each receirip. 4 ' 1 

flvPlT j 1 '! t, ' e f? k I ,roduccd in tne fecontl !t 
' (T d 3t , m,llD0jh . Gongadmgs, .ri 
Gurgutti, [,ke rdanneras the firfl. > ' 

2 ‘~ k P roducct) the thud it. 

™ 3 del, '" ed « Nullooafi, Gotlgadonga, St 
teeport, andCoolbera, tit the like mamier ar to- 


cl,aT,l* 'k C " ho1 f fTcnce'of making/ Amt) 
thc dcl,Ccr ) ™t« tile facet) i 
* That the fair m °* n a i C ? unt l ^ e coiifotfofc 
letted^ S eIwc be purest!, as cal- 

bh ht, Cth eP e”V Jl A, ’ d "fght tf* 

C« ™* : ° 1; bc aft «‘ «l» ».eofS. 
<c ii«. ®: r * p 1 f |- er > "«rf» the ulual catty of thf 
t-oll ifics t t le ^ alt l ,rc >duced in the countn 

niter the ra “ft c T l ’ ' Vl,ic '‘ «'»« be=dcl»cr«J 

f “r ,,cts ^'£®f 5, ( po “ss'ft* 

petS “ t* rfEdS?* n ’ i " 1 nat bi b * 

l»uc thu they Jhall he nhl °* V 0crt 1,n V 4 ' 5110 ' 
to us as aboL,, " ri M “ b ,' Se f, cb tm jele cs ttr dtlh tf 
made m the a thc ftftthat 


made m the fort?,™ , ' a 1 thc '-^bat flnl 
fell none to am oth ° ts ’ and tlnS thCT-W 
- That other petion nhittier.. * j .i 

’ «riaart^ ffiblc Jffilh "tie lliall bolgiun tt 


tl.e cdntrX 5 I’O'hhlc affib 
."til is redrefemcap^if S 011 *■>«“■ buflntH, =' 
ithich mi) arile. Ji l it t|i? r "'“' 1CL ' i > 0I ' 


-'imn tna) an ie. Ij„ t \ ‘“o-i, or.ni,' - ■ 

'their pittol,| IL r c V eontrattors 1h 111 O 
cations m fuch^cafcT^ vts t0 imk< - their iff 1 -- 
ab.de b } their determine comn iutcc alone, -til 
i r uctcrriinadon. The method polri- 



I I{ >5 i 

out for obtaining red reft on fucH occaflons, II ^ 
lodge information with the fecretary of the cortj- 
ltcee, who will immediately make it his bulmefs 
S|>ply On the complainant’s behalf to the com- 
my’s collector, of to the committee, according as 
e nature of rhe caufe may require. t , , 

That m confideration of the allowance which 
\\ be nude in the pace for the- afk. of balances 
id bad debts, the faid balances and bad debts 
all be on account of the contractors, who 
all oblige themftWes to reUoqvnfti aU future 
atm or demand on the molupgees for the 
me. But, the faid contractors lhall n^verthclefs 
igage to deliver in to the committee, at the ex- ' 
uauon of their contracts, an authentic lift of alt 
icH balances and bad debts that the committee 
,uy have the benefit of the fame fpr prcfeiving a 
iroper authority over the molungecs, who arc to 
ontmuc to carry on this work on account of tho 
Dciety. ( , 

That fhould any new duty of tax be impofed on 
the coliarles from the authority of t the prefident and 
council during the couife of the feafon, the com- 
mittee oblige thcmfelves to advance in their puce 
to the contractors, fo much as the faid duty or tax 
may amount to. And, in like manner, Ihould any 
part of the prefenr duties or raxes be taken off, or 
abohlhcd, the contractors {baft oblige thcmfelves' 
to admit a deduction of fo much as the fame may 
amount to in thur contract prices. 

TKt far the true and juft performance of all and 

each Qfthtfeeonditions fthccontraft pace being 

Jeuledy the contraSors of each lot, lhall bind b.m- 

of one lack of Arcot rurccs. 

Vol. IV. y X «*= 




rupees on each ' '!7 lh a tax of thirty fca 

being aboliftied 1 olhcr du " cs ' ,lu!e “ l 

•1= the fo™„ ’ and ^commending to us to lit 
and the raerctam'i <: ' :0ums b ' rtwe ' :n th “ molungee 
Ordc“d,T h "‘ of which, ° 

vcrttfemetit , n ,L fccrct «y do publtlh an rf 
lowing purpofes, ^nguages, to the 61 

In compwf t"" j bc P er radted to mil • M 
the colleftors without periniflion from 

to the company . 1 , 'V Ic ” P Cr mdfion they will p *1 

aach khalSfy 7 ‘th , ? thlrt y rupees 

under him , anf j _ a hca ^ tnolun jee, aoJ fe«n 
number of pop],, cmploj^d^ “ frc T omon 10 11 ‘ 


1 ( lS 7 ) ' ^ 

That ?ny perfon or petfans whatever, who may 
^makefile without the laid perrmffion, in writing 
finder the Teals of the gentlemen colle&ors, ft»tt 
forfeit the fatd fait To made, which lhall be con* 
Ififcated th the company. 4 

r* The faid t3X of thirty rupees per khallary mu ft 
jbe paid within the year, m twelve equal pay- 
ments. 

fr The molungees, for their labour, fhall be al- 
lowed at the rateof forty ticca rupees per one hun- 
dred raaunds, of forty fears each maund, and 
reach fear of eighty two ficca weigh r, with whate- 
ver other allowances have been alwt)s cutloirary^ 
And the committee have taken uf confideration 
which will be the moll effectual method to fettle 
the accounts between the merchants and the mo- 
lungees, are of opinion, „ 

‘ r i lm the collectors do publilh orders in their rc- 
fpedtive pergunnahs, thac every merchant ^nd 
molungee do bring their accounts into the cut* 
themes, fo as they may be fettled by the 30th of 
| October next , and in default of either of the par- 
ties not producing their accounts, the others fo 
produced fhall be held valid 

The difpofil of the khafhallaries being taken 
into confideratian, Domingo De Rozario, the 
late purchafLr, \ya$ fent for, and being quefhom4 
if his accounts with the molungees were fettled, 
he informs the committee, thac it will be tmpof* 
fible to have them fettled for fome time, as the 
fait is not ) et all weighed off from the khalljri.es. 
The committee arc therefore of opinion, that the 
putting up of the company’s paus -at outcry, be- 


f;fY«s!.j 


'fore fits' balances Ve failed, 'wiinteof'eseatpr 
judice to the fales'j’aml therefore j ; " ,} 1 ■ -y 
Ordered, That the laics be deferred till 1! 
J?onungo s accounts a r p afeertained, 

• "“ r ,.being abfclifely'neceflary; : in* order' tl! 
the bufinefs of fait making fie not put a ’flop i: 
hat at this feafon of theyear,’ moneybe advance 
to the molungees; ■ ‘ ; - 

- Ordered, 1 hat the collectors, in whofe pci 
gunnahs there are 'of 'the' edmpany’s ' pans^ d 
make the neceflary advances rq’the 'molunged 
which' advances are to be repaid by the pur 


A . - 1 c to oe repaid by the pur 

1 ' “r^wbon the khafltallaries are fold 'at out 

v ry v ' •- : • .» t..,! 


- ?■ aL o'\ r £? m ’ *K Selea Comniittecal 
£»chard Becher, ; Efqf’lkffldciU “a! 
«. ■;“= 0 ?tbw,'dated'i 5 th September, 1770. » 

cannot \*iL' ' ~ . ?£. >°ur 'attention Vet -we 

ereatlv ^fthe company will be 

fr ,° m ' that branch of their re- 
Jnade’bvth?' °“^£ t -^' fllorc the' calculation 


duce'* ; ind irettors 'o f its ahntiai : 'pro- 

the phouriromugMey 9 S V ' e ’' 
tremely ncgliecnt i„S ? |tber to have >l eo1 “ 
management S of t|, = * ord >ihonefJ in the 

charge.. However ? ncf j committed to hit 
under the numr.J.!! the. fait diitrias are no;V 


under the managed T,r , 

t«peft this important ^T^co^ 1 


revenue 



(.yqpqcjwill be revived and alccrtaincd.wit!} morq 
qa£tncfs than it has hitherto been"". ' •' , 

:| 4 ;;ij bit: r,j v f'- \ ' f! 

i'gxtraft of 

, Bengii,i’<iate4“3dC;Q* a ti f ;r,‘ 'l-Hpi.,,* 1 # '.rh'- 
L Reived , pqyl’rince ’ 'of ..Wales, , the, fit it May,_ 

'.illh '' ; 'l 

'Par. 16 . When we- rcfleft on; your orders 
lt on, and expc&atiotts .from, .the'.dutics arifiogJMi . 
. .fait, avc cannot, but be greatly concerned at ; the 
.;{!jfappqinrmenr yon mqii: .itcccflariiy. meet >yirji 
.front the laft year's produce of that branch.. of 
your revenue. Its failing fo very Ihort. of 'your 
eftimate; makes us ftrongly fufyeft, that the 
pphoufdpr of Hughley, has' cither, been. extremely 
. negligent in hi^doty, ■ oij difltonellln. the manage- 
ment. of rbebufinefs . committed to. lji?f charge.' 

' ThisdiftriSt is now under the management ’of a 1 
efupciviforj.from.ythofe pnveftigaUou-thejpontlufl: 
>.of the phoufdar, will be fully ,difcbvcrcd and if it' ■ 
,, appears,., that, he has committed anyfraudulentac - 
. v tiotiSj'.tye (hall call him to.a very feverc account.. 
Under t thoj’ fuperyifdr, We .eipeft, fins' ; important 
.branch pf your,, revenue will, bcrcyivxdj and |afce.r- 
;: tamcdAvith greater ptecifion' ,tiidh it has .'hitherto' 
■...liepn.’.’, :vv" • 







To Samuel Middleton Fin- ru- c 
, G '“ kn, “ ° f *= CounciUl Revenue, * 


: Gentlemen, 


youthe/5vcra?a«ounte° rde - S ’ 1 flow ttudmil 

produce"* and duties coilrft 1 !!' 1 ^’ reJ ative ro (J« 
and t° bacco> fn ^* « edVed on fait, beetle-nut, 
No, i. Contains an une prefcrtbed'by you. 
f nlt, in the Bengal yea r a ? C ° Unt die produce of 
and . Sa ‘ >rar,l 74, or in , 76 a and S| 

ATn n Tl - 


~ . • — *** ♦ / u / auu u 

rl rpt *" 

Bengal"^ ti""?" 0 ^ 11 ** duties collcded it 
Parunons not arnvine t df , ,,° r l ^S- 9 . The im 
built d, u ,11 account fof 3,1 'f ''. ca 1 *<t«r the fait it 
An\ C ?- a ^ KT rJ; e dUfai " being no ’duties in thi 
rule t r', s ,8 cnc ral obfcrval?" 0fthc j°eictyoftradr. 

Seldom erroneous o, * , llla y he citcemed a 
red t" 15 , lavc bcen let Ic’d ,, duties of thefoc- 

Tna°?^. t . , ! r ’,""d | fhew 1 1,,. ,h > r ' n c dated, comps 


re.l, “ . "-neen lcticd V — uucs ot men 

To 8 c( her, wiu , ahot c Bated, comp 

for that *fict dcE ? ,CnC >' oft, .e «»« 

fub eft '.' haC the hdt i„ its J ^ 1 hate 

yr,, f 40 a diminution T a dege from belo.v 

Sh’K ot boats, and ,h/i°? tWO Caufts : 11 

comr l ° m “' E drier ", fs ™ Weight by tl 
eontributc to reduce the ” her ca “f= that ... 

epparent deficiency, i 


C in ] 

that in rdtrelcc there is every year produced a- cer-, 
tain quantity of fait, which they call chyngattey ; 
that fait is brown, and muchjinferior to MadtafS 
fait. An account of its produce for thefe three 
years paft, is contained under 
No. ^.Ofthe quantity boiled thefirftand fecond 
years has been delivered, and I underftand has 
pafled the bundar (or cuilom-houfe) under the 
denomination of Madrafs fait, and paid the elia- 
blilhed duties of ten per cent. The produce'of . 
laft year is ilill unexported, and the reafons af- 
figned for it, is, that the duty of 30 rupees pei 
’ maunds is determined upon it, which I have or- 
1 dered to be done, as there is 110 authority for fol- 
lowing the example quoted above. Bur 'as this 
hind of fait is fo little dlccmcd, and price" fo low, 
as not to afford the heavy duty of 30 per cent. I 
did intend, and now take this opportunity of 
rcqueliingyour orders upon the fubycef. Chandra, 

^ which is an article in the receipts of fait duties, is 
I a chohey that collects upon fmail parcels of fait 
that proceed from fome parts of Kiftnagur, Juf- 
’ fur, and of Haughlcy. The above general ob- 
l lervationswillextendto the fucceeding years, and 
1 fuch as appertain folciy to any particular year, 

1 will be fpoken of when the accounts of that year 
arc remarked upon. ‘ j 

" Nu. 4. Is an account of tr.c produce of lair in 
nyjcr t;63-g. and < 

* No. 5. Is an accourt of the dunes coHe&cd in 
V?\ °T r 7^9*7°- % la, the latter, Jo auram Go- 
r}‘\ *v.th a rexaiffioa from the eft*- 


W 1 tiled t 
too .nmjs. 


I ich reduces it to 


- 9, o rupees p£ 

*■ «»3 reni<l3tca ordered h/ the 



“'W';? V'i ,0 B«“»>ooo maunds-dhly" 
merchants, -Wik' ‘ 
?,S9>92°>,? balffife of. dutibi will bq‘’duc'K 
tlyro^ppn anadjpftmcnt bf iwoiaB.'ivlienftt! 
wnie to export thfif falr>. - 1 
«?»' t° renwli in; general" fn VrafettSi 

S"-^® for.** tUre/yfa'fcjjU 

t iVr.jS , P ( ei .weight fnccifirri lA 


sssp^mm 

it? 

fucV foU t nCes • £P at » ,n ™e latter accouM 
fiver any hidden 0 '™'?'! ^ the zernin dar* 3 an- 
article or 1, rcq “'? ,on for the delivery of that 
» or recot ered troin his Tenants, rvho had 



r . * * „ 
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imbezzleditthe preceding year, M, as Brought to 
lie credit of tile ‘year’s produce. - The ptefent 
accounts are formed from the original accounts of 
of the boiling,' by ‘wMi only the duties that 
ftould have been ioUcded, can be calculated with 

^ t\ 0 . 8.‘ Is-an e dim rue of the produce of falt'in 
Idgelec^Mafadel, andTumlock, for the prefent 
year. Ic falls /omen hat ihort of what was 
formerly Computed, and the realbn ofir, is, there 
have been frequently rains In the pergunnahs of 
late, which have much interrupted the boiling. r 
' Nd^p.'lsan account of the contracts conclu- 
ded by government this year. ' ‘ , 

t No. io. Is an account of the * duties collected 
Upon beetle- nut (race the difTolution of thefociety 
of trade,' upon which I have to remark, that this 
diftriSfdoes notproduce'tbat article^' and that the 
duties here are partly local, or collcfted upon 1 the' 
importation for' confumption/ and partly from a’* 
cuftomary booal upon the Decca rowannas,' 
The rate of duty varying, as appears from the'ac- 5 
counts,, bowing to a former pra&ice of encoura-* 
gingHmpomtion, ^indulging particular mer- 
chantsSuth a diminution of the cuftomary- duties/ 
and the greater or lefs'quantity imported by them, 5 
will of cbnlcquence alter the medium rate of; duty' 
for the whole year- * v ! 5 ** f 

" Nol xrt Is] an account of the duties collected" 
ott tobacco; and as this" article fiJccwUe* does noc r 
'Yoi/ZlV . 1 ‘ 1x2. 



' t <U 3 ! 

grow in this diltri&, 'the duties arfccolIeaecTuM 
Jc m the fame manner they are upon be^tle-nut^ ^ 

, j lam, With refpefl:,. J ’ ^ i ’ 

Gentlemen, i , ' s a i 

Hughley, Your moil obedient, ’ i ’ 
Apnl 30, 1771. I , ' • 

1 Humble hyrvanr,^ 1, « 3 

. WlLLIAM, LuSIIENGTO^. "J 


Ordered, that the Pcrfiah copies of 1 the Hath 
pients, lent with thc Hughiey letter, of tljc 
6t April, be delis cred to the naib Duan. * 

' 1 1 1 1 

Extradt of the general letter to Bengal, dated 25th 
- , 1 of March, 1772. b 

1 " iH 110 

3 Vc arc highly dilpleafed at you/ d.fobftP 
cticc to ourorders-of the 23th of March, 17J0, tc 
fvhSh D ? rc , f'turfementi of all fuchYums, 
r b «n paid h> our fertants out of the 
2 i L P' r cclit - t0 fuch perfonsto 

V he e“ r ' £h, a d -fought fit to afiign any ,ftarc 

mlfe f t h a r”d " e “ nnotf otbear teftifying our fur 
-lhewtn ^ ‘ C rc P u S Q? nce which sou cvidcntW 
be founded cxcc V tlon ' °P thole commands flioulJ 
juftfficauon. °“- the >™ ‘■"cofifered tn)6ur 

attr “cS3 h,d° ffiblC " C ?°“ ,d petfoaked, the* 

this tflcn from * y° u Pledge, been induced td 

SngLmTch e fU “ l ’ C J u:,r ‘ on ll Mht fifppl.« 

g rom ruch comnuffion svas intended as are- 

compcncc 



l rT<V 

Cotflp.epcc tP tlioCe fcryaqts Jp Bengal, ^ofe 

particular pr.ofcffipti and fitWrt\on P^*‘ „ 

pet objefjS of our couftdef ation. We could not but 
be imprctled with anidc^^ejtber of ) our want of 
'judgment or at^entiprij *for upon the lealtadvcr- * 
tence to the 117 th paragraph of our orders of the, 
25th of November, 1767, and on the 182a P a J*J“ 
'graph of our .letter of the^ 6 ^h of March, 17$®* 
which ought rp have been the yuI^oT itheir coiv 
dud, they^ could* not have been under any diffi- 
culty concerning the purpofes to which wemea^t 
to apply 'the furplu$, as might ariie from the un- 
appropriated fharcs of the laid commiffion j” or 
'e\cn*i|acl that b^cn po/fible, 'certainly wet had rea- 
son to" believe,, that they would 1 have been fufiici- 
ently retrained by^opr ejepref^ injlan&ionbf 1 the 
50th, of November, z 767^ which pofttivcly di- 
reds, that thp r, furplus lhould be carried to tl{c 
company’s credit/ under the tffcad* of unappropri- 
ated commiffion, k uptd you^fiiall receive ^ further 
orders concerning the difpofition of U. " * »«* A * , 
in referring' this matter to 
yopr-, farther; can(idcraticn£ you have'only difeo- 
y^rpdiin unjuftifiable partiality to fuch’of our fer- 
/yno had a£ted v in' violation of our orders, 
JJ§| H v^'d^quiring immediate repayment' of 
fuejr Turns/ as’liad been duly 7 paid out of the" laid 
M X jS tt V?V® tt bayemanifefled as little ; regard 'tp 
P^fmtcreft, as to' our commands/ and* To 1 far are * 
, we from being' 'difpofed 1 to .recede from our oV- 
pers of.fhe 23d* of March, 177 p, that we hereby. 
Tenew,pnd confirm the'fame.* 1 - T 1 ■. /* J 
r n~. af C therefore forthwith to demand,^ and* 
jccciye of the' feverab members of bur council/ 
i^Au im ~ •*’ * ^who 



£* 


payment, of an^rflare 
not .warranted ’ 

iS s Vi Q JjA n offjthcir^abfence from, your 
SS^f “i l STP?^ ivc / a, ? 0 Pi«j or agent?, ’ 

, \yhich haye^bcen 

„ >*??& commiflion-j^and, 3 ■« 

4$ V ,C J3*ii*£» X9??-counqi; , their ittoroie* 
S / ( **Jrkp5 neglect to pay the fame ' 

IPedjatdtMnto.our 


Sfg?-t e )|iB r 9.'P^^re^ur}' at ‘FortAViJHafi), 
forthwi' 1 '" 


p;iiJ'‘'M/d}i^p.H u f}y ,u forthwith proceedto.au * 
manner as wedi 

i .j done in the-izd paragraphof 

yl'rSpc&kg: , 

lets *Y e squired of thofe y» . 

Pavriienf ^,'vho had involved us 
of exeliln 0 »^7’f ! 8 cs >rf? r non-paymenf of a; bifll 

\ ' , •'.Ifo lo ’ t nkcl hie) s,i, lo*i*f 


.&* Cffi Si-#.S 9S,W, beefki^ 

toapsm/S p&saaSSt 

' a.f“ :a =* —ibni.ol;;'; ni.^> 
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'if* 'And "as we have ;eafo^to n apgn-. 

^n^rtliarybulhave'cvadcaoiircommand^frOTi 

m'WAlUogoMs td r elucidate J tKe tfajtfoCtions of . 

AUrofctety, l -we 5 tffaflrifec^ dedafc] that \F jou 
^egltftW fbbvard-'tdus^byi^ flnps^f th% ertjU- 
’ing tfcafon^coth^t tbpies 3 of all books and'ac- . 
founts'- of the 1 fociety,' from 'its mftitqtion to the 
tetofing of that monopoly, we lhall notr only 'man£ 
»fefl dhatldifplcafur’e which" wilful difobddvehce 
ihalldcferve, Fut rbhuire 1 'you ' to Fndcmmfy^the 
» company for any lofsthey may^fuIbiri v F^ t opt| 5 - 
* tciving necedfaTy information on 1 this- fubjeftr^' t 
1 0.1 pgr. 1 i22. J Befits 'the; books and Accounts of 
th^faid focicty of trade," It is-'duFdrp refs "will and 
, flUftlrei' that you afccitain 1 us'By 1 letter and dated 
■i menrj in the b?ft "manSec ^ydu^are^bre,^ the 
{ itnount of aU'fafc Fought ’up by -any of the mcm? 
bets of the faid focicty of trade, wheYhc/jointly 
■ or feparately, between the 1 2th day of Auguft* 

„ ^5, -and the r ;ft daY ^oPmarch; 0 aS“vJeir 

as for every fuccccdiuaf year,* fpcctfytng the names 
of buyers and fcllcjs, and the auantity of falt/o 
{ bought and {qjdtusf afFrefaid, d m all caTcs 1 whthc 
UcHi'acbobnis can' poITib 1 y~ b* t ob ta the af : * 3 j* rc ' E r ^ 
^Bar? i^3? J Itvorde? to 'this j c y ou' will call Eefpt^ 
you thU banyans und otherpublicTcryahts of iVofe 0 
pe ifonsj n whoVcompoIed " the 1 firft' committed ^of 
tAdo, 5 and’ all other pcrfpns 'whorri’.-y ou 'may^dderix? 
able* to elucidate 1 the tnft&&ionV’hcreb>f referred? 

toyo^inveFigation.^bM l n. ** • yoisrfo o* a 

ii*a>rii47 'You 3rt* to take” care? that ’the' 'ex 

rrimauon of all fuch perlotti^Fc^madt^ih the^rhoftl 

accurate manner find- fo- authenticated as* to- be* 1 
oj bfc in a court of judicature in England, la 

caf^ 



F ??? J 


' _P»fe w^fhould'bave t pccafiQ^- fucb'Ci 

thereof, l/ A nd in* all the focipty^s account of fab 
at Calcutta,-; or elfejyhcrp ip the different diflria 
of cite country /you urayft _ be^efp.ecially, carcfi 
that the lab-price, j. at every, placejpnd pgjod, j> 
fully and diftindtly afcejtained. 

. 3rfi P D i»o account to , yith^old fronji 

fuch lights on the fubjedt) as may enable us full 
to lnvcdigate the tranfadtfon^ of this fociety, ml 
tbp.., particular members thereof, front Apgull 
r 7 ^ 5 , tOfthe prefept^ime, , , 

As the* fociety was, in September, 1 7^6, rtfr 
dci;cd anfvyerabjo to the board for^jheir condu^ 
and both fociety and council^ werc-to be controufa 
by the fclcdt committee, \\c muft confider jou 
Juily, empowered to anfwer ouijprefcnt command! 
oh /Jus Jubjed ; qnd.wc again diredhufiat >c» 
J pars no pains in your_ enquiries, norfuifer .anj 
connections or confiderations, whatevcrJ~to-> pto 
vcnt,)ou from anfacring fully our juft 
tJons,i according to the letter and fpirit-of the6 
our l>ouuvc orders, as you value our fcrvicc, the 
honour and mtcreft, of the company, and youroifl 
qharadters as it<^ rcprtfentaiivcs in Bengal 
^ ^ as .X <? , u '■vopldavoid the confcnqcnces tawbicb 
>ouwUlb. gendered Jiable, by a .diflerenc coa» 

ca^i^n'r 1 ? J 0n °f our ' frid .orders', parxicum) 
rr^f- hld ‘. h 5 n^ncsof the pc turns «kt 
7 '? " mc - • bcc 1 proprietors of A* 
who hi f trid - ei ,hc »™« of ihfvcM? 
* h ”; from ‘w* 10 lime, compofed ihcir 
ccmramec or commune* tu* r A ? 'v.. 


pri'nl.fd- comnoico 

Q h r „ co , m ™"“ ! ; ihc prccifc timV'riieir 

y id.ath, xcfigtjatiqn, or othcr*h f t 
~ fen fog 



■ - ' >•( 1 * 79 = h: - - . ’ 

avjng;-' Happened} . eitfe'in^e-‘;lajd ^lodety - for, 
prnrmttce of trade}; from- \ts/mftitution to . its nbt>V 
itran'/or, \f\t has trot been totally aboKmed, then: ( 
Bch'at.counts^tndft^e^cbifapleat^'to^the-'lateft 
teriod fat which they! can' be.' taken; 1 * ;c u ) 

• ■ _• w!i«w*;x . * 

At a Select Cfomthittee/ the '28th 'April^wV v 

r}?0\ 

>;u kiVla Prefenty.^' V* ‘ 

rheiHon^Johh’.Cartxer^Efq; ‘Prefident^;Glau^ , ' 
RulTell , , and Charles" Hojer Em r s'. * c d ? J 

-i'T c::-;c«w vs ^.',0! ‘o;JJ <ji 

iXtra£t of a'Lettcr-from Mr. pBccheryi to'thd : Sc> 
t^uJoih’w : Icdt'Commfttee.''- 723 /ooJ 'C-od h'iry - 
.0 ( . MS? ^tfi'vcf 

* TKcfc,; accounts,’*' 1 tyhick ? : ate; -compofedi’of 
materials’furnilhed by' the mi nifters at- my ‘ rcqlilf 
fition j 'exhibit -on qo’c fide, :: /the amount}, of' 1 lumi- 
collected fitice'thc r Eugllfli 'hayep acceded'* (o^thq 
dewatince by/ccfies underptfie-riame 1 pfMut-hute';; s 
and ’on;' life ! other,’ 5 th e 1 particulars"/?? ' fu n'dryi dx- 
jjcrice s of 1 jK c* ficcaj ; ' ricUheV^of; which" •' have* apfr 
Reared Ion the pubfic'recqrdsy’ the* former-having 
•ever been included in' t hep general. 'ftatCmcncpdf ' 
the: revenue?' trad {minted annually to ‘your { boar d>' 
not^ the ( latter 'inferred dolour- treafuty^ accounts'/ 
but both left under the management of the mihi-- 
ders foThcafonidvliy thefe cedes vtarc cftabliihfcd t , 
and have b&ridhUs'cpndcftcdJ'I’can^pnly.t.rcfer- 
ypifto ah bxtTact : of 'd -let ter- from' 1 M rv Sykes ‘no 1 
n % 1 pt> hji' tefignihg : th c offic c ’ I- npVhpld . :d Ma^* 
homed' R«a;.Ciwn r ent\rcly‘ confirms. Mrl'Sykei's 
reprefehtatton^ and aflu rr s - me* - that 1 it ^was^with; 

approbation of ‘Eord CliVe,- -and‘ ; the- 'gentlc» < 
~ ' *''* ‘ ' ' men 





1 iiw-j 

- . Muir -** t h'Oc.'iiJio'v mdi/vM nar/i 
ittcsb;- aU‘ ‘^ccafmn.iV cljajr^es, J -’™* 
ic6 mot<r"confid<:EiblcV'K-'-’fn“ 
tB|?rSTo^|;^r^Kati»© 


m* 


bramav.V’ ;,iut 



^asss-PsiTiHEf^ 


ops cjnnljtV'iri my’dpiffla'nAf 


c'grcitly reduied?.- 



ihs^nxr; \WjlcVo peopjc. m gcncral>pu(H an > 
pcaf^molhmreafohable charge. ,'Thefc Sinks' 
exicii d* tram 1 f?eH slvi As l rn‘* TIF. i. t -i„r ' _ . 


,oU;«S> 


d- K.'j- i? rpa nvcnCy.-cQvidSi 

tti ”-5iv a0 ^ thcrc'umbers. Fot- 

'■'VptVlY. A a m er!y 



I ->8* 1 

merty the expence of fupporting thefe banks, r, 
pamng budges, Stc was defnied bv, and ti 
conducing it entirely inverted in, particular a 
minders, w hofe lands were contiguous ro that 
and the zemindars were proportionable cafed 1 
eve„ r « rentS ’ b ^l e ' en ' ll,u, > ° n cxtraordinar 
m ™ S \fv eat i'^r ancc was given bj thegoverr 

durln r? n i h ,v f ° 0tl " g ne,rl y 'Ng* «"»>« 

during the firfttvvo jears of our holding the 4 
jvannee, and the extra expence was charged in til 
'™C Ur i but u 73 (anno Pom 

KIa it, tbc tnfuflicicnc) of this nolle 

r t i ^. ne Sk&and inability of. the, zcmindais 

decav in ^H V . era f r nd - t0 l)a « §?"= P«* « 

thh em,ntr d by tIle | iv,n e wa > r of feme of tha 
lhadnhaH .x <nerfIo " ed > and the city qf Mrf 
n6, F i '^T 4 da "K cr <» Septemjw 
lb?fo 7 r’e ‘fi? a ,be( t rear ° ns 311 alTdTmcnt which Jot 
Se of iK l™ k * a «'0ular«„,,ndars, who to 
fta « °f their .rents vvereW 
l diflrifts Th “'TI' *& '™ ei "nded to ol'kd 
Ma bomed RezayOwf, 
'has been aonllc^f ' e', P rod ! lcc of his afltJlmeal 
paft totl ’ C J ' 5 

eencrdlv rP rJL j , W ^ IC ^ appear, and art 
'lapprehend P ar Cd t0 j C 1D good ordcr > anijms/, 
,tiU P Ly Puffer aga a irby" ate|e)fI1,nCe ’ bel 'l"7 
of the river. e S n b f V^y extraordinary rife 

‘ duftotefp; fc! he oF t C r! bm a ' zarut ’ "h>oh IS the 
, annott. nhat nf S, bc "“T ™l>he room, of ten 
'2yold»aSSbfc TtoToddies Of the cticW 
was formeriy S„‘!f CUflora >v* c P° ft oV cast 
* . i ® rcat tc P ll te> he being propC[lf, 

J . 1 1-rr „ , - f 


1 ' ; *h.' : --/C - 

i\\i I n'imc- imports;' overfecf, and 'Having* Bad 
mdcr’Bim all tfic pbonsi' chuJjdhVs,' Scc^who^on 
Vrctcncc q f ’'collecting/ plundered \tlie,: country. 
rhis,bfHcc having been foundbuj^ 

Bari ad v antageou s //was abblilhc#; V but . the^cels 
ids been continued’^ ami By i'thc \\ accompanying 
)dpcrs, ; .ypu.wj) 1 fin'd ' to.wlia t jp u rppfe *it; h as been 
ippRedV' O/thtfrefum'/af ten annoes/'four’^yere 
lohg'ago’ ftruck r oir, anti 'are, monthly' brought 'to ' 
credit wTib'e' treafury! account- */ .the rcmdyning'iix 
bugbt, according to : appient cuftomi-to Se divided 
among the miitmdtUc? and 1 mohores •'of r f tlia_cut- 
cherry.;' ; but How' imfeh of it -t h ey;”fe cci v ed ^ /you^ ■ 
ecnile men;’ will 5 fe'e* by i » fpc&t hg v the [account'Uf; 
the' dilburlcnientsy /j- » 'y '*’* ’f - 

y.One eifeurnftanee m tKefe/ accounts whiehfe r 
Rites to roy fclf, 1 ' I Vnuft beg ’ leave'.td /explain ^ ’On 
my am v;a 1’ Here, ’ I fou n'd 'that' my;. pred'c tbflo fs'Hdci 
recciVed,' from tiiefc ccHcs 1 ; an 'allowance' , of /hoop 
rupees' per . month/' r On applying; to Maliomed 
Reps Ca\vw for’ an. explanation bn. this charge, ! he 
acquainted' that' according ■ f to :tK'e cuilom “'of 
Sykes’s' ’tabl’d .''was : fup plied 
■frnmrhc di grids' near .thV citjrwith ; ‘fcyeral arti r 
1 $5 j b'uVthar i nconyenicit ces rbhving 

* Att'cmicdihis’ nictifoil^ ^\fal)bmcd' Rezh Ca\VhWo : 

■ pofc jl to \Mf/$y 1^'wS to aholilli this' cuftonV,' 1 and to - 


’ kwaoec has been continued' to ’ tlic' rcfidcnt; Vl and 
hivciyMd; that/ftauim.. 
* ^ ^ acquainted; vvirh , ‘bills' icircumilancc, 

t. , *15 ^ difjp prove of the allowance 'being 
’ continued. 



, ,s - ; 

continued, as-[ hg, L uas fallible of the great tit 
pence attendant on mj fit,uation,> 0 Wbitcveror- 
ders yoii maypleafe to traijfmitpji tips lubjed; 
, 1 ° e pundtualiy compl/ecj^wto; audit lhalJ 
u P°n jt, { that large as my ^llo^ppce^ait, 
as refident at the durbar, lean kuje you, tk 
*}o not exceed my exp f nccs. ,/„(,*; r ^ i 
of'7t, ter r m:in J re , confide ratton, and ejtaminana 
rt™rk’/ eVCra | char ges,that the tmnifters hue 
thought proper to adm.t m thefe accounts,,, 

S I'™ j”’ WI j P* ea ^ e to determine what Hull be 

cont lnued) and whM ftnick off _ The charg[i 

r if n yb c greatly red uccd the* mimfleis 
the bond opinion,"* that if an addmon B 

hou&„f ,f l0 [ ahouc thr “ hundred and fifty 
abfolutel PMS m C made ' ma / K> hear ill 

are riilLSwt®7'd" penc£s ' P rov,dtd - <¥» 

the SiipA,? v th °^ e ^mediately in* office- « 
that no bear^* b F anc h> and thatyou think proptr 

tlfea 0 ccounirVu 0 c°h'oth beCh S rSed ,D 

te PcmnT tpepfied, ‘mult* bemadded ie 

commetid Cre,t f£ nt * en k n,/1 faongtyto rfr 

demands made tmn 5 P a ^ but^fad more’ or fetftr 
the collcftor 71 Th Jr^ lm a ^ t ^ e arbitrary wiJl-of 1 

the * 1 general-! b/n&bte P ^ P ? fcd f ° bc addcd “a 
f ^ ounaebulh will be chearfully 3 fiffi' ? 

nutted 


% Ms 

nutted- to the ryotts^'wili Know 1 what meyibaxt' 
to'payf aml^e freed- from -arbitrary’ oppreflion*! 
Orte great 'difficulty accrues',* wtueniis; ’hoiv tp^et^ 
'clear 6f r the ;fum of^pees z^z6 § J ujp: i ( 4^ 
wh kh iKcfc fcefles r lbndc indebted t roW^treafurr 3 , ; 
merchants, Scd?" Cdutd^this^fum 5 be -wrotW^tD*- 
lofs, and ordered to be paid, We fatlsfafticfa wotifd 1 
be compleatT; if'botJ’Ppahi! 1 afra'id'tHS^deftradliye 
malh’ute -pia^muft^e ' pur fued ’another year ’target’ 

deaf of- this Incumbrance * 1 ln ’bc o’ '(.xjniP 
-.d UijU 'rd,; **rwnr-b <>! 'Aas!<^ Ut^/ 
t^prtb ^remain} with’ xefpe£t, ^Minnuoi 

rijiii.iJm «Hj jfcyotibsi ;h.oi% a-J '.urn 

*' -ji rtojuuns r js iHorij Sir and Sirs? v*& TtW /nr* b t i« 
•y:\Ii hue baibnu:! ■mu's *lo diode Stud U* 

t lie v;<i 'tfjrStyji Your. moftjabpd pr;, mv/uarf j 
‘ zy id ' ,» ir *ba* dMi/lolde 

2 t 6,, 

fli ■jvjiji m fnjj’n. i j-ulooo io<])!.)ifonn,h 
jn.i ifo .j'u dv.-d .s'lWSMslasit 

•SSSSS Sf a^.«tijr/ r otp Mr.SyJtcs to Mf.BgcSer/j 
ifitlj-Jatiuaryj mail 

b 


yiz; « 

SPK'ocf 5j,.gf tjw/ppa;(gaji,j cillccf'tKlieJ^cVj 

BjuixJ’.uIhtcbundy, and ILufum; Newruji,;^,;^ 

' >?,>«5,.mQde n for Ia dcfraving,.tirefe;e£i>?nccs.was I , 

t:tbby t fl«d by^kciSJgfjni S°4*i 

miftce, -and why^thfyj are. not inclu’dai^in -thpG _ 
u^tement, .tbat-jbc company,) [night have ,a,faic^- 
a to°V>!.t.af tljcjg gro'fs cplieaioasjSt onej’joiSwV, jbj 
/ c tnpor conceive. It inuli^jX thml ;, 1 hbye.iiYifba;, 

'. b^.-t ii ’ ■ "’ '. ‘ froiri 



'from die. fear the .grnrteraen' of.'thc'Afca.'n 
mittee had that the,C9mpan)'__\vquldj not. pttt 
fuels an expence to be kept up at the pooKi] 
potjfithftattding P is deemed fo neccflfhty'ia'i 



’ - r . ~ ~ ix up puuueounar is a t 

peftar^expeiee. .The- ruruta.nazatec, might 
■m»ibu’' llr *i 3 !r a, lP'V3DCes to the rad 
-W u .!MdK?anil pfficers of the government is of: 

ancient ftandtng, the -abojitip^ot it^rould hr 

W<* « »as direded to he kepfit 
and divided as.the nabob thdught proper. 

a ri~J- ■“ ' - n< 1 '->t '.i ub 

de L rermi>r^ m --“t? 5 S?I> fi f l frab'oh, ■ the.'committi 

"Tw ? d^ 0,> ^e. fo l!o)vingrefolution.f . 

' 'turIirmSd e?CP / nC ^? fjthc - chl:ht -^l«-l>= 

•■feo5id”™iA regU J a ' Edl1 ‘^efTesto bob. 

■ lent aTd ^.- ' th v c - a a!"g«ffiier S of gorer. 

■ a'nd\he ,'va'lin. r' ? em j . ers 1 of Ithci-adminiltratira 
'admit.;'' ! Uj <;duccd e ls , JoiV, ?Si appearance .stil 

drefles" and f ^ikjwlio have heretofore rcccira 
S»ho S ouS;r? r ? ,a > ’^‘Ortl'e 'committee, « 
??»• >hat diffma; 0 °i = c “' udcd fron b' or adral ?“ 

'd^Zsrd p b idh ^™ d3 ? , sf p 

on y, the neceffitof ? acK ™'t°f-the innndanofl 
-ptcfiSrand fh?t n C 'L^ n longer rematn'sl 
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gS it not neccffary 7 o ditch arge the debt oE 
29,265 -n . r4Jandonthe overplushaf this ceTs 
>e committee. principally rcl> , as a fund for that: 
Mipofe* * A 1 l< 1 f * f 1 * 
ThatrreTum nazaret be ccnfoh dated with the 
sfuntof 1 1 annoes/ * “ ** 1 _ J 

^Thac die prefects to 1 the mohurcs and fhutfpd- 
L\es be djdoauaucd, as far ^ as can be^efTe&cd 
without creating in them a dilguft to the for vice.* 
That bearers be allowed to thofe \Vho travel on 
Hfthd duties, ».nd to no others. 5 1 - 

•That the futn of 350,000 rupees be fis.ee! on 
or the enfuing year, and that all favang and dc- 
iu&ion^ which can be made 'therefrom, be ap- 
plied to the difeharge of the debtof 229,265. r 1 14. 

« That a farement of the. fum be formed feparate 
from the b undcbufli, and that 3 new and equal af- 
fefiment thereof on each difttift in proportion to 
its revenue, avoiding thofe particulars which have, 
hitherto been too vifible to the levying the mah- , 
hut. This indeed the committee fuppofe to 
have been one grand caufe of the complaints re- 
garding mahhuts , and if the abufes of colle&ors 
be included, the ruifon why fo mconfiderable a 
fum, as the mahhuts *has fpread fuch 1 terror,’- and 
produced fuch grievance, need not be fiifther . 
fought. 1 s d i t f 

By fixing the amount of the whole* mahhhf at 
the com nencemcnt of the year, and dtv idmg 1 the 
burU\vn equally among the dittn&s, rhcc'amitttr- 
itMtatertam hopes, that the inhabitants wilt be 
! fuijicitntlv fecured again# the cute of an unlihu-* 
ted arbitrary tax-, 1 and thwarts of Collector*, who 
nu.lnecelip.rily have drawn enormou* fumsfron* 

<* ■*>- 1 /i*L ' f . the 

t 


t isr ] 

tteryotts under this head ; it appearing to tin 

tioned'lnTh * ri he f °?° ™P e « Per month, met- 
S !“ ' hc s letter, is a part of the rooo 

corded y ° rdCllVC ' by fome overfight not™ 

c„tS’ thal j ‘J' e refident be queflioned cm- 
to c* 1 ,, following letter be wrote 

«h,m as a full anfwer to his lettfr of the aSthef 


K Richard- Beher, Efq. refident at the Durbar. 
" Sir, 


received your favour of the 28th 
inclofed. evcral papers and accounts thereat 

tilc/rvitli C n 1Untr a' w . bcre a hufcs of olEcc arc prac- 
»he offe„Jf^. : ‘ U - a o OUrnefs ,hat K"™ 
fupported bv ft '^ nt puniflimcnt, and are yet 
inKde „Lr h - 3 com Ph c ation of artifices, Ac 
Td to d ° k a t £ C,1 ' cs >*«f° deteft is difficult, 

country ; equitably j* K ur i llen on this entendre 
liridts, it tvouM hr £ d ? d oil the dt; 

not be called a R arcc ly felt, at lead it could 
traerdinary id 1 fr^i 5 1 - c c ' .1’° reconcile this cl. 
is irnpofirble and 1 !??')!? e caufc to the effd 
* ’ and " e ihall therefore be very foil- 

citous 
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pitous co heaf .what progrefs is made by the tupcT* 
viforsin this object ohhcir enquiries, fincc we 
more than expc& the wftiflfitntt toy optn a wwft 
iniquitops fcene of opprcfiipjvami peculation. ' > 

1 “ We {hall now reply to your obfemtioos on, 
the mftituDqn, amount, 'and application, of each 
particular cefs ; and here we are (truck. with' a nc r 
ver-ceafiog accumulation of expcnce in the ar- 
ticle? o£;Chefet Baba., . Upon referring, to the 
charges incurred before our acccflion to the cle- 
wannee, we find them fo fmall as 83,000 rupees, 
and even fincc that period, each year has (welled 
to the account, '.till it has exceeded all bounds. 
We arc fepfible, that the cuftom of drcflcs'madc, 
to the board have been one caufe, aud the defray- 
ingjoccafional charges from the treafury, atfd nqt 
'from the nabob’s confummauy as" formerly ha3 
bepn 3 pother great fource-cf tb'eincreafe^As to the? 

. firfi:, the ipfutution .came from Lqrd Clive,’ when* 
he attended the firithomcah, after the graptof the' 
dewannee.i Ituas recommended by his ‘lord flu p 3 
to the council, as a fptm which cod. little ^ and was" 
neverthclefs eflential to! the dignity of this'adminw 
ftration,; ^nd fra? been* continued/ we' aro^per-i 
fuaded, fcqm that arvh-no other? motive/ finefc fod 
tereftx could fegree be fuppofcd.to have' a'place ipi 
matters fo v tmi^F,\ But ; the grand' abufe*Hvhich| 
has been Jncreafi'ng yearly* in the admifliotKoF 
every rank to that’ honour, by which not only the; 
charges, have beep augmented, -but the 'inception* 
of, the cyftom-itfrlf prevented ; for. fa far from* be-: 
fiowing any particular diftin&iqa on members of- 
the board, it has been the means of confounding 
all diftinfticsm. We fpcsb with a view both to 
V01. IV, B b Eng- 
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Englifji gentlemen and domeflics, and. honorary 
placemen about the nabob and minifters. Hence- 
forth, w c direft, that drefles, &c. be . confined jo 
members of the board alone, and to fuch amoneft 
the natives who arc entitled by their offices; ,, 
which latter point, we cannot at this difiance pre- 
cifely determine, but leave toypu to examine, t!I 
pretenfion ; and a e could irifit to fee, the value of 
tec drJTes reduced, as well as more fparingly 
dealt. When thefe points are eflbaed, ife^ra- 
ceive-the difimrfements may be reduced to the 
haps^oiver^ 5 °f the deuannee,ror per- 

Thc piflit bendy beinga new cefs fince thejear; 

mitv 7 ’ e POn Jn extraordinary, cels, 

mity, which had not happened for years ; before,; 

rafo^^X 1 i app u en ( or ycars to coroi: > " efcct:> 
rouvb’X- the , bani fS had undergone one tho- 
beef h i r P H ir ’ W , h >' folar g«r> fum ftould,fiill,li3« 
feafens th,’„X,- Ven ala 'g^ p °r thefcVo lsl 
JS immediately fucceedmg, thp io- 

evidenHv' Sm “-' hc practice, of, mhathute is fq 
reprefenr rh/h‘T 5 ’ good ordct ln which, >oi! 
a favourabl 2n ^ S E0 . be ac prefent, would pifotd 
nltlvini ° PP n°ET 5 ' for ttbolilhirag the gene- 

dcbfof^X ft 1 l0Cal .' 0n ' : 
fund for thed.fcharg'e'offiS !’° P= '° '“t* 

difburfementsXf 1 th 5) ™r obrer ' e the names ard 

ones of .o aUes h Menl7- niZ:1 !!'" t ->' :ind 

» blended together. It occurs 

*9 
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to us, that Was the name as well as the office of the 
mfcWnut configned to oblivion, and th 3 t cefs confo- 
ltd&ted with the refum of xo annoes, we fhould 
thereby rid our fe Wes of one fpecies of mhathute. 
Whether the prefents made to the Mohours out of 
theie ccffi-s, might be difeonnnued parti) or whol- 
ly, without producing a difguft and indifference, 
partly to the courfe of bufinefs, is an object we 
recommend to jour confideration. 

Under the head of bearers, fome difference 
fhould be made between thofe who travel for a- 
mufement, or their own private affairs, and thofe 
who arc called upon by duty. That bearers, &c. 
Ihould be prov ided for, the former at the public 
ex pence, is in the higheft fenfe unreafonable and 
profufe, and we direct thefe ; exceptions be care- 
iully noted in future. > 3 ■** 

you inform us, that no ccfs t was collected on 
account of the refum of 10 annoes, before, the 
year 1767, we arc at a loft, to know how the ex-* 
pence was defrayed before that- period. From/ 
the materials before us, \twould appear, that tins 
rcfuln was formerly collected on the? amount of 
the bundibuft, and onlyjbecame a mhathu r e fince 
the year 1767. ' , I «■* y i 
" We rtqueft you will fohe tins' doubt. For the 
future regulations’ hf thefe c<dIU,t two points mult 
be tRectid * r 1 F i 1 1 1 

ill. The limitation of the fun / 

' Hd The proportion that fum to the whole prol 
\lnces You fix the neceffary ac 350,000, we 
hope and believe 4 , you havoc >ceeded the reality m 
that Calculation, tor upon drawing imbalance 
bei'&cert the medium amount of former charges. 
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and the Cavings we have pointed cut, there *i'l 
remain a _confitlerabIe_ balance from 'the Wet 


c l . ■ , V err**,** 1 lu me payment 
he, ** t •°f'« 9.*65 =' . Hovtcttr; 
this will beft dppear alter the War’s ejtpetieace 
and -then, - Would -the _fund''iaii ‘our exptflt' 
Jtons-, Something mutt be'addcd tp it/ for'the nit 
<pfu,ng,;.t.U the debt is difeharged { but to render 
any addition unneceflhry', w c crpedt "every, poffi- 
We living beapphed to the abbve purpofe., t , 

has bccn (bcwn in the affelTmtit 
ofthe mhathute. Thc'extenfive province ofDecci, 
Ms paid only 5000'rupees to the refumof it 
S M",t"“ hln S “XJ Other cels. ‘Since « 
ulcl \ '; v ?™ e f.'' v| iilft Nudeah, compart- 
this Lfnttai 1 ^ as P a * d heavily to all; and 

izsgssj^ c ^b a " * 

dftut? P ™ P ? fal ° f a , dc !‘ n S ,he mhathute to the bom 
collectors i^? not altogether approve ; ircaufe.the 

.cattoavaU.’hc C S^ fi •?T' .^nce, ’ “ '«£ 

ryotts - and rl 3 l ^ c ignorance of the 

coIlcAion ..nr? D i dcft, t neI y c oniinuc~the J ftpafW* 
bondibSitf?/ ^ ° !t ? ^ ; and, beciu^ito 
thefe extranet; l* be, encroached upon to p»/ 
Me fcafon m t. rar ^ ‘barges, Would an unlavouta- 
otr 3 radudhon neceffiry. The Vy- 

bendy, tht ehelK baha & Ply ‘ ‘\ S pUl ' 

porary refoltfrc aha * &c * acc °rd»ng to the ten)* 

ly tbmk it a hardlhm \ l , ea ° r ' would ftutts 
is fired and propordo P nM h ' n f* r “ m llc !s 10 P ,? 
the bundtbuft would W - h / rcas > an addition to 
fcrmg an unufcd If" "?= ‘tattoos, Wf 

o uuutuai thing, -,f p ron) 0£) olhcr „„fc 


ll ta fhort, out view Is not fa much to fupprefs th$ 
s taxes, a? to new model them ; and jhis we would 
5 ‘perform by ‘drawing a feparate ftatement of tbei$ 
*u&epehdant of the bundibuft,;by determining thQ 
^*grofs fum, and by.affefijflg each diftrnSc according 
J 'to its true cafes and extent : the ryott, then, cannot; , 

B be* expofed. to fudden demands, and> perpetual' 1 
ct alarms of new calls," and the perniqious influence of 
^ the mhathute will be in all telpe&s cUcftoally re- 
Cftninedl ' ^ * l ~ ~ 

•* If the allowance of zooo rupees per mbcith, an-^ 
i-nexed to the ref^denc in lieu of the zemindar’s con- 
l tributtoh of provifions,, be inclufive, of the 300Q 
► rupees, which is the flawed falary, it is no more that* 
ijis right; if exclufive, % it muft be difeontinued* 

• though we are (enfible your motives for receiving 
>>it* were no other than the example'oftyour predc- 

cclTor. , Yfc are inclined to believe the former, fup- 

* pofition f ' becaufc you only charge 1000 rupees ui 
S the Morejyl abftra&s, and. the falary of the‘->rfiG- 

dentwas* wc under ftand fettled, by 'Lord Clive, 
without being recorded ” » . ; 

t «f Wc be^ our readers* indulgence, on account 
"tfAe unavoidable repetitions found' in the latf 
**' ter parr of jhls work s the reports' of the cpra* 
f “ mjuces appointed by the houfe of commons tp. 
“j enquire into the flare of the Eall India compa- 
** n y» and the tranfafUons of their principal fer- 
ts vants, bccafioncd neuflanly j a rctrofpedt of 
u their conduct for twenty, years paft; and the 
** fcvcral witnuTes examined on the fame fubje£ls, 
* from them dcpaftriGns femmed up » the con- 
M c ^ u ^ orv °fih»s complicated narrative have caufetj. 
“ this tautology. Had we omitted feveral im- 
‘ tc portant 
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f portant examinations, of the,- legiflature, fo ies; 

them ‘ into the IaBynnth 7 of the various fceacio 
*” fraud', 1 ’ avarice,' fordid', knavery/*' cruelty,'' am 
*' 1 opprefiioh 'exhibited In Hindoftani th is 1 perfor 
niance, %vould have "been 'incorripleatj'and tjji 
‘''crimes of the T rapacious managers ] of , India ^ 
c 'fairs>‘mighf have ’/been palliated; By ; the* arts 
'‘‘’briBesi" and corruption 'of; thefe wealthy;opprd 
14 fors. " The objcdt of this’, book, lefs vofonuaw 
‘■‘than feveraj others' lately publUhed' on a.fbt 
t4 fnot’.fo 0 extenfive'abd. fo ;ufeful as ours j ‘ was noi 
^mere) entertainment \ / Jt ; was calculate for 
'“'information 'of thofe; who' are de’firqus to kno# 
minutejyj' the' motives ' and pafiibns which hart 
“‘ kindled the Indian wars;- and introduced a tie* 
“ 1 fy ftem' of' lawlefs * government, : uv'propbi? 00 to 
“j the. 'wonderful aggrandizement ofra. coniflkrcu' 
<f company'; .who, cither by 1 ignorance, ‘ in thc } oi- 
“ ‘rectors,^ or , tHeir' partiality to their : fervaots, 
have brough't.difgrace and infamy on the W 

“ o ltny .name. Thofe.'Who have Joh^’reltdca io 
“..thc.peninfuia of India i vfiihf the new ernig^ 0 ® 
* f Jto the, company’s eftablifli m Qnts//wiU hrid widJ 3 
*‘ : 'a ( ftnall ,cdmpafs,'. whatever, is conducive; 10 | fl ,; 

* ft tuttipi}, j’apd 1 curiofity.' W hatever ‘ illiberal re* 
“ fletftions! ungenerous, critics ! have' made' to p r *' 
‘‘ X?nt thcTale off this' book' before it was finijh™*. 

* * . c S n W i y-, % precedents, and equity, |:yire‘ daw> 
“r.ftfm, that, ' no, publication eitanc,' contains' tWj 
**, famq th;ead .of military and civil tranfaftions . ** 
V.Hityioftan , as this/ 7 We wMhf V/piuitip^chy °! 
“• •, n^ a tfmjs concerning events and occurrence*™, 3 ; 

happened, 1 at ’the ‘fame 1 period ‘of ' 
**d c S4Tr-!i¥ f ^.b'tw\ arranged ‘vmh more order ^ 
“-preciGdh.” 1 t’’ M 
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We' fad t>y. the, difljutfcrnents at tlie time of, 

: pooneah betwixt Lord Clive', Lit. Maikelyi) G . 

Utt^SST WSjjiordihiR’s committee i and^ac^ 
dants, to have amounted to 46,750b J , > 

R.ead jdies 'following f letter from the . revenue „ 
ipcxl axMurfhadaind, fo^he^coniptrolljng coin-., 
ttceof revenue^ and referred. by that board, to us,. , 

j,‘ c HojjjSjr and Sifs ? [ 1 /r , ~ % { 
jWc haye the pleafure } to t tranfrnit you here- 4 
th the account current VafibW\ee,~ to'the.hlofe^ 
demand "for the Bengal n^njh of cattle ? by,, 
licK }ou will obferve, that |:he cbUeditoris ‘unlij 
at period are } remarkable *\yeli kept* up.” ( Wi? t 
rthecpke'the liberty to tnnfihit you a copy of r 
.clletter^and feveral ftatements laid, before u^ 4 
t ou^ accountant ^ prefatory to elating 'thc^ 
jobs, of thi^ department to* the cnlrof^ ‘April*, 

[\Vc have* in confequence ,authorifed ‘him, to, 
ia£c( the adjuring entries contained in' 'the ftate- > 
lent,^ No. -Vbut for making the further entries , 
^commended, ih this Jytter/; although they ap^ ( 
uS|to highly neceflary^in order to 1 clear, 
the account ^edann'ee ftpuba1i J Bengali or flock 
county from the u bu^thcn ri of , fuch ( Heavy Yums^ 
which, as no reco\ cries are to be eXpe&ed frotn # 
tnqm, confbtWe^inYaft/ nothing more thhn.an 
unagf^y valuation 5 yet, do conclude it. will be 
proper to obtain Yor this,j>urpofe the^fah&ionfof 
the. honourable itlie prefident and council/-and* 
ue. ijherefote'rerpieft you will 1 procure for u£ fuel** 
orders is they nriay think neceifary to this fubjedt,* 
as expcditioufly as poflible/ that the books 'may' be 
*Y‘ * * r balanced 
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bilauccd in time, ta be forwarded to Europe -by 
the ihips of this feafon, * The explanation a\v en 
by^the accomptant of the fuipsi which he is ofcdpi- 
nion may be written off in the books, is, in- itfelf/ 
'fo full and diftindt, that it would be ftiperfluods 
to enter into any any further elucidation'' herb. 
We fhn.ll only fay, therefore, that qur feiytimcnts 
entirely coincide with his, and that tho ultimate 
determination will reft with the honourable’’ the 
president and council. -* > 

We arc, with refpeff, t t • * > 

/. » . »■ 

Hon. Sir and Sirs, i 

' , V « , t 

, Your nvoft obedient, 1 


Murlhadabad, 

23 December, 1771. 


1 1 


|dumble Servants, 

James Alexander; 
J. Graham/' 1 * 

Ordered, the inclofurcs be entered after this 
day’s proceedings ; and agreed, we reply there- 
fore as follows : *• M 


» t *< 
/.! i* ? 


To James Alexander, pfq; Chief/ &c. councif 
, of revenue at Murlhad aba d. ' ’ j 

“ The comptrolhng committee of revenue 
having referred to us 3 letter addreffed to them by* 
your board, on the 23d ultimo, we have taken it? 
into our confidcration, and lhall give you our 
opinion on the fcvcral heads propofed f'by- y<W ' 
acconipfant* 
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accomptant to be written off your book?, in the 
fame order as the) ftand m thi? letter. 

We cannot allow of ha\ mg the balance in the 
collc&toasof 1176 written off, without the orders 
of the court of directors bcihg previopfly obtained, 
for that purpofe. But \\c think, that the balance 
uncolledt^d of cach J )ear*s revenue ought to have 
a feparate head in the ledger, balance of J176-— 
balance of 1177. And Iuch collefhqns as may 
be made, from time to time, ftould be carried to 
the credit of that year m which they became ba- 
lances. We are alfo of opinion, that the pccount 
current with merchants ought to remain m the 
books , for though Gaik Chund and Choep Da- 
monda may at pufent be infohcnts, they poffibly 
may in length of time recover thcmfelycs. 

As a balance of account current with the ze- 
mindars feems to have anfen from a cefs on Re- 
count of the bha kclaut, we cannot deem theta 
more accountable for this fum than the different 
diftri&s, which *arc now in arrears 344,342, 3, 
2, 2, on the fame account, and as the latter are 
not cqnfidercd to be any ways anfwerablc for any 
colledhons on this head, vve think, that thei^ 
zemindars ought to be releafed from any demands 
from this fum, and do therefore authonfe j ou to 
write off this balance. * 

You will lihewife write off to profir and lofs the. 
balance of the boat account, kelaut account, 
pujhtebundy, and zczutn nazaret, the) being ar- 
ticles of expense, and not m any manner rcco- 
t erable, r 

Voi.lV. Cc Ex taHtr 
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The advances; on account^ of th^ abqve three? , 
articles were heretofore made, from the, trpafury, t 
and afterwards replaced, from the receipj. of the 
taxes eftabliflied fo^defraymg them in thediltriCls. 
but as all the/e taxes are now al^olithed, and the> 
utmoft tfiat each diftxid can jt“ld confbhJated into, 
one a fee gained rer enue f no further receipts from 
thele taxes c^n^verfbe expe&ed andjhe balapje 7 
may/jl apprehend, , be wrote, off f j y \ 

d 


Fort* Vfolliam, May cj, 1770. f 1 


0 .3 *■“" *> » *• 'ura 1 3JS , * 

!jm 1 ' r " a delfft Commute!. '» '""3 


>■. j 1 utff “ w ”*f Vfc ^ (i - 

- ii V -! §refent, { * /l1 * * 

3 !The Hqn Jphn Cirtief, ]_f<J, Prifidenr, ^c. ^ 

P “, 1 Me^fures n beipg ajreidy taken, for the relief 
of the province, ; of a Bengab from the^ pernicious, 
mode of taxation, called mhatute, *the committee 
judge ipadvifeable to extend th ir enquiries to the 
^province of Bahar, where there is reafon to fup, 
pofe that the frflif grieYa?cc 5 /are felt. 

Refolved, That tne following fetter bftytfbtc-to 
thejfupervifor, qf [ Baha- in order to obtauirtfa* 
fulleft information m this particular 


To James Alexander, Efq, Supetvifor of Bahap, 

“SIR, 

e * Asa practice has too much prevailed in 3 en . 
gal toimpofe taxes under the name of Mhatute, to 
fyijply certain extraordinary charges of govern, 

1 meat, 
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rnfcnrl 5 wMch^cing Tludviating and "arbitrary /have ^ 
bcerd at t'f tided with ^reat abole^iri thc cbUe&fon 
and pardcblar hardthips' to dheryotts/Sve are 1j de- J 
firous'ofknowirig w/ibthbr'rhrrame practice is'pur- , 

fuecl in'Bahar; and wh3Cfums s ^re 1 l^yic{iibn ? l tHat'' 

i it* * i“r u -t JkcuJ 

' The' charge's of chelats* diftributed^at" the'poo.? 
ncaH "called Chelae Bahajy the 1 repairs of banks'td" 
fecure the country from inundations', called 
bendy, the refum nezacer, or cuftyms Qf the na- 
zlr, are, the* molt ^cbniiderable 1 of 'thfefc- taxes — • 
probably the fuft, and third articles from fimilar 
fax in both provincesT* 'tjur fecond ’you feem ex- 
empted from by fituation. * f ' * 

Names, may differ but' our meaning^*, $at 
you procure and traflfmit us’an’exaft ftatement of 
allfuch fumsasarc collefted, exdufiyeof th^bun- 
cfebdftyppliec| to^ extraordinary chargcs r of govem- 
m6'nt, 1 and 1 occifibnally, aflefTcd on the diftnfts7'*‘ 

eat- oJU'i, l , toent 

o’ ^ni; Wearci^Sir Jj iJ oi -§b it[ 

-qul oj rf'tu r* Jxzil) /u> KUo 

jlsl ^cyour-molfc obedient, * rfJ 2 

^Fdrt-’WiDiafnr^* ^ lTl * n 1 3ciI> »r^du ?'& ^ 
pit? May^d jj6l c ^ r ’ 0 Vl •" £f l 5 Humble 1 -Servants.^ 
? ' ^!.i''of}ic^ 'i u or coj^mroxoi 3+utii 
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Ac a Seleft Committee, the 9th of June, 1770.' 

1 1 Prefcnr, 

The Hon. John Cartier, Efq, Prcfldent, &c. “• 

i ' 1 * 

Read a letter from the fupcrvdor of Bahar, dated 
the 24th of May, inclofing an accbunt of the ex- 
tra collediOQS of the province. » ' , 

,Hon. Sirand Sirs, > 

** I have been flivoujed with your orders of the 
5th ultimo, fn compliance with which I now m- 
clofe a particular account of all extra collections 
and taxes whatever, that are levied in the Ba- 
har province, exclufivc of bundcbult. 'The ej;- 
pence of chelats* conferred at any time on the 
aumtls and zemindars, are regularly brought ten- 
der the head of charges generally in the trea- 
fury account, tranfmitted by me ^njonthly to the 
rchdent at the durbar, and no charge is incurred 
on the country for*i this article. A collection 
of about iix thoufand rupees a year were formerly 
eftibjilhed for ihe,refum nezarct, or nazir’s cuf- 
tom, but was abohfhcd about three jcars ago by 
Maha Raga Shetabroy. The charge of pulhte- 
bundy is m this province but very trifling, and 
in fich village where any precautions agamft 
inundations is neceflary, the cxpence of repair- 
ing banks. See. is defrayed by a kind of fub- 
fcnption among the Inhabitants, without the in- 
terpofition of government. 

‘7 Tl* 
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The prefect etUbliihment of the dawites incurs 
a heavy, as well as a very injurious expence on 
this country i the two fetts that are ftationtd csclu- 
five of the company's, appear whollv fuperftuous » 
and I would recommend that the neceflary charges 
,«n this account be paid from the treafury, inftead 
of its being levied on the purgum ah$, through, 
which the chokey's are placed, and ihe fame rule 
to be obferved with all the other fervsnts employed 
under the government. 

5 ' J 

I am, with great tcfpefr, , 

Hon. Sir, and Sir, ~1 

< * Your moft ob dient, ' 

> j 

f Patna, / « Humble Servant,- 

24th of May, 1770. > t» i ? 

r j James Alexander. ^ 

Account of all the collections in Subah Baliar, ex- 
clufivc of the bundibuthj, for thej follov/ing pur- 
purpofes . j n * 

\ i V H J 

Cuftom of the dauroga of the t 

cutchery, u 7,670 { 

Out of this Ije pays to the fe- 
veral aumils, vaqueels of tne %J 
per^unnahs fxomwhencei: is 
receded, a cuftom of 10 
per cent. 

Cuftom of the arexbeggv 7,0 to 

Out of this he pi\$ the au- 

mil's, vaqueeb, 10 pt ccn^. 


Cuftom 
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Cuitorn of ihe Mooaftipcs, 

Paid tovaqueels, ioper. cent* 
Cuftom of the keeper of thp feals 
Cuftom for the fewanny negar, 
&c. which was an office for- 
merly eitablifhed for fending 
advige of every tranfaffcipn to 
court, and how held by Raja 
Goflaul, ferjt from Mahom- 
med RezaCawo, ' 

Cuftom for the mutfeddies, See. 
for expences of the holy, and 
other holidays, 

ColleSed for the expence of 
fruits, &c prefencs to the na- 
bob* and received by a dou- 
rago, who has charge of thai? 
bufinefs 


2 > 75 <? 

2 jOOP 


7,cot, ii, 6 


6,200 


1*170 


3J>8os, u, 6 


Commiflion on the treafury col- 
lected on the rents of one- 
fourth per cent, on the re- 
ceipts, which fuppofing ro be 
4,coo,ooo, is rupees 50,000, 
half of which is brought to 
the company’s account, and 
the other half diflnbuted as 
follows, viz. 
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Calh-kcsperuf the nizamct ’ ?o 4 oo,o 

Pauroga ofthe treafury \ 5,100 , 

Writers of ditto , , ", 2/400 •, 

Ditto, who keeps the accounts oh ... , J , ,, 

the part of the fupeivifor , ,7,50° , 

' ' ' 1 J ’s/000 

' c. ' >_ t ■> 


r , 1 **i ! * r ► ^ % ‘ -> 

(jollecled far^an allowance ap- i ' ”' v ' „ 

pointed by lord Clive, for an-‘ ' M ’ r /-* 

- nual Yar Kawn^ lately of 1,500* , ' ' ' . ‘ 

rupees per'month. *18,000 ' « 

Collections for the charges of ’ - r s. 

dawks in the Bahar province, ' t J, \ 
belonging to the f Englifti v , * ' * 

company, from ’Shatabad tor { "i 
FuUaka/u chokees, at ^47,8 ' ’ k * 

per month. ' 1,970 

From.* Foil wary to Caramnafla, 

13 ditto, at2g2 s 8 per month 3*510 
From Sircar Champaram, 15, 
at 292,8 per month p , io ( , 4 

From Serris Kotomba, three,,' , } ’ j 

ditto, at 678 pcr ( month., |( , J ,1 

M<<» ,'o.Soo-' h 

v • . 1 ” ^ — L'_±JL. 

Belonging to theta karmic. ** ’ ^ 

« ; » X U iv 

From Fulwary to Caramnaffa* 1 3 
t 1 chokees, at 292,8 per month. 3,510 
v Sircar Serang to Hofepore, 14 

ditto, at 325 per month. 3,780 

Vol. IV. D d Sircar 
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Sircar Toihut, 7 ditto, at 1278 
per month 

Bahir, &o. 4 ditto, at 47 per 

month 564. 

Sircar Shalnbad to Burfarat, no 
pcrmontli M4° 

Basil) tn Aporc, t ditto, at 22 per 
month *7° 

Fikawry, 8 ditto, ac 1S0 per 
month. 2,160 

Nerhuit Saymay, at 120 per 
month M°° 

*4» e 5h 


Belonging to the nabob of Muilhadabad, 

From Tatinli, to Shadabad, 1 1 

chokecs, at 2^7,8 per month 2,470 
From Fulwary to Caramnafla, 

13 ditto, at 292,8 per month 3,510 

6,480 


James Alexander. 


On a review of the fcvcral article:, of the above 
account, it is refolvcd that the nabob’s daubs be 
continued, as a proper mark of refpift to govern- 
ment : but that the dawks of the nizamut be al- 
lowed only in fuch places, where the company 
have aow:, aad ia ciots roads, where they may be 

ncccf- 
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neceflary to preferve the inland communication*^ 
Other deductions, the committee leave to the dif-, 
cretion of the fupfirvifor, who mult be the beft 
judge of the propriety or impropriety of the cu« * 
Items appropriated to the different offices, as fee 
forth in the accounts ; and agread, the following 
letter be wrote to the flipervifor of Bahar. 

To James Alexander, Efq. fupervlfor of the pro- 
vince bahar. 

/ “ Sir, 

i% Wc have received your letter of the 24th 
ult. indofmg the account of extra collections in 
the province of Bahar. 

We requeft you will inform us for what fervices, 
and on what prerenfions the falary of 1,500 rupees 
per month, was conferred by lord Clive on Maho-* 
med Yar Cawn, for which we fee a feparate ‘Col- 
lection is made. 

With refpeCt to the nabob's dawks, to with- 
draw them, would be rather injurious to his digni- 
ty ; but we can conceive no reafon for maintain- 
ing dawks belonging to the nizamut (as ir is ex- 
preflld in your account) in places where the com- 
pany’s dawks are Rationed. We direct, that all 
Inch dawks be w Uhdrawn ; and that for the fu- 
ture the dawks of the nizamuc be, allowed only in 
the crofs rmds, where they may be neccffiiry for 
preferving the inland communication open. As this 
is not the time for multiplying the i flues from our 
treafury, wc would not uillingly introduce the in- 
novation you propofc in the payment of the dawks, 

unlela 
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tinlefs It be clearly demonftrated, that no regular 
-turns or examples can prevent the prefect mode of 
paying them from continuing a lerious grievance 
to the country. 

Other charges in the acccounr, we deem you 
could curtail, as far as (hall appear to you prudent 
and proper. 

We are, fir, 

Fort-William, Your nioft obedient, 

June 9th, 1770. Humblefcrva „,n 

At a felcft committee. Sept. 15th, x 770. 

Prefent. 

The hon. John Cartier, Efq. prefident, &c. 

i ** Hon. Sir, and Sirs, - 

“ I' have been favoured with your orders on 
the lubjedfc of the extra collection. in the Bahar pro- 
vince, and fhali pay due attention to them j the 
nizamut dawks are already ordered to be with- 
drawn, except from fuch places where no others 
arc Rationed, and thcfcare found nccefTaryto pre- 
ferve a communication with the interior parts of 
the country. From enquiry into the merits of the 
claim of Ahmed Yar Cawn to the penfion of 1,500 
rupees -pc* month, 1 can only learn, that he is a man 
of foine diUindUon, whofc houfe and family are 

plundered 
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plundered by Jaffier AllyCawn, and that this al- 
lowance was fettled for him by lord Clive. 1 

I am, with the greateft reflect, 

- Hon. Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient, j 


Patna, 

Aug. i a, 1770, 


Humble fervanr, 1 

Xames Alexander.” 


Fort-William, April a 6, 1771. 
At a committee of revenue. 

' Prefent. 

The hon.'John Cartier, Efq. &c. 

Extratt of a letter from the revenue council at 
Murfliadabad, to the governor and council, 
dated the 15 th of April, 1771. ' 

<f We herewith'tranfmic you a reprefentatlon laid 
before us by the naib‘ Duan, on the fubjeft of your 
commands of the TSrh ult. 

The naib Duan’s fentiments regarding the con- 
ductions propofsd in the bahahy hhehiuts. 

With refpeft to' the directions which the gen- 
tlemen of the council of Calcutta, m confequence 
of orders received from the honourable the court 
of directors, have tranfmitted to you, for reducing 
the expence of the khelauts given at the pooneah 
to Englifti gentlemen, to the officers of nizamut 
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and duanncc,the.ztmmdars, and other inhabitants of 
the country, and their determinations fubfequcntl/ 
pointed out. It is ncceiTary that I Ihould remark, 
that the ceremony of the pocncah has been efta- 
b! iflied for a long feries of time. * If their direc- 
tions, with regard to the prefident, the chief here, 
(who is fecond of their board) and the gentlemen 
of the council of* Calcutta and Murlhadabad, and 
carried into execution, the khelauts, which are 
meant to augment their name and dignity, will 
only tend to render them inconfiderable. 

As to the zemindars and talooltdais, the khe- 
lauts may be faid to be a renewal of their fuhnuds, 
ami a confirmation of their appointments ; and to 
the officers of the nizamut they are an honorary 
diftmCtton ; it has, therefore, for a long fucccffion 
of years been cuftomary for the nazim, on the part 
of the king, to invert with khelauts the dewan, the 
agents of the dewan, and his own officers, antj only 
fucli were accepted as were difmifled and recalled, 
and this ceremony has been long preferved. La It 
year it was reduced as low as poffible, and 1 exert- 
ed my endeavours, that no part of this expence mighc 
be left unretrenched. ' Although the further faring 
by the regulation which is now laid down, is not 
an objedt of advantage or profit, yet if any re- 
duction is made in the khelauts, it will be divul- 
ged to the world, and refleft diferedit to all - who 
receive them, whether Englilh gentlemen, or offi- 
cers of the nizamut, or dewannee ; and if the offi- 
cers of the 1 nazim did not receive them, it will 
fpread through the whole world that the nizamut is 
totally abolifhed ; and in like manner with refpedt 
to me, if I do not receive them myfelf, it is no 

matter. 
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and that the nazim of the country, agreeable to 
the ancient cuftom, in behalf of his nnjt-fty, yearly 
inverted thcfcveral officers, &.c, with khclaucs ac- 
cording to their refpefhvc nations 1 

By this mode the ancient cuftom will be kept 
up, and their rank and dignity preferved J I have 
reprefented what appears to me moft eligible , as 
for the reft you are the judges > 

Fort William, May 30, 1771. 

^ At a committee of revenue 

Prefent. 

The hon John Cartier, Efq 6cc. 

Extract of a letter from the council of revenue at 
Murftiadabad, dated May 23, 1771, to the go- 
vernor an d council at Bengal 

“ We are forry to find that our letter of the 
16th of March, accompanied by the naib Duans 
op mon regarding the rrahhute, has not given you 
full fausfadiion on that fubjeft With refpedt to 
the eftablilhment ot the cclfes at the fudder, the 
«a\b Duan has plainly exprefled that the expences 
were of a nature not proper to be entered into the 
treafury account, and therefore a ftparate fund 
was creeled, from whence they have been defrayed 
This fund, however, extended no farther than the 
agreements with the zemindars, who confented to 
furmfn this aid to government out of their then 
eftablilhed revenue, without impofing any frefti 
taxon that account upon the ryotts This led us 
to fay, that it was a confohdated revenue in the 
moffufil 5 
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moffufiL We fhould rather have laid, that the 
baha; khelaut, &c, was (as far as we arc yet in- 
formed) no nioffufil tax at all, bat a tax upon the 
zemindars, payable out of their ftandard revenues 
before it commenced. The great mereafe of the 
cxpence of Baha, Chelaut, &c. toolc place with the 
cellion of the dejvannee to the company* and you 
are not unacquainted, that the zemindars have fo 
inadequately performed their engagements, as to^ 
leave a balance due at the end of the Bengal year 
i j 76 account, revenue, and mahhute, of no lefs 
than fixty lacks of rupees, inftcad of thole of any 
utility or benefit arifing to government from the 
eftablilhmcnt of this tax, it appears to us, to have 
furnilhed pleas for balances in the collections of 
boih branches, and that what has been carried to 
the credit of the mahhute, has been a manifeft cur- 
tailment of the collections of the bundebulh, or re- 
venue. From this realoning and' explanation, to 
is plain, that the balance due to the mci chants for- » 
the coft of khelauts, &c. mud ultimately be dif-‘ 
huffed from the treiJury, as five times the amount 
of the mahhute fixed for lafl year will remain ‘on 
balance on the bundebufh. However, if it is your 
pleafure, the fum of 350,000 rupees fnali be 
transferred from the head of* the revenues to the' 
head of the mahhute, and the merchants balances, 
as well as the pooneah and pulfitcbundy expences, 
wrote off under the latter, 


JL e 
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- t£xtraft f ‘ of ^ tile '.Bengal . feldct ' ■confutation L 1 ‘‘ 1 11 " 

Ti> v tK»’i 

"" "‘Prcicn^ '! y' M % 

•' ' ! k< * * Lord Clivc, prefitlerit/ J &ci' VjiJ . 

I^The". rigiu’.lion, ' p’efidcnf ' lays, before^ the 
committee, a letter from Mah'ofiirned.Reza Ca\Ynf 
vvh’er’ei'n hp jjcpreferits'tHe manifold i nconjven i cnees 1 - 
rcfuiiipgitQ public bufinefs, arid the great obftruc^ 
tio^arjfing to the-colieftion qf t^e.revfriues^fronr 
aljowjng* the gej^tJemcri’of! tHe fa&or’^s’ of' ’ D v ecca 
and Lucky gor£ to ‘mterfcrVin. tbeyffair^of govern-^ 
merit;! and requefts," in future 'neither'jihey,'' nor: 
their depeudants, be fuffered to 'hold - farms,' lend 
money, to the; zemindars, nor meddle in any refpeft . 
whatever with" the country government. And the • 
committee takingintocoqfideration the great injury, 

■ that m u ft - n e c efiTa ri 1 y ' arifeVt Oj t he company, .from 
any ftop or impediment' to" the collection of the re- 
venues, whereof they are^nQNy, fincy the royal grant 
ofihe'dewanne'e, and' thcTace agreement with the, 
nabob,, bqth, the ^collectors antj proprietors.,. 

Refolded, Tnaf pdftfive orders be iflueif to the 
chiefs of fubordinates,'and - comrmndingofficers of 
b/i gades , ; proh ibiting thy m j frpm jendinc money 
to the zpqp ridars j'qr other fer van t s'br t h e govern** 
?T]en t* t pri th e.' ffciiri ty of lands, byjeafe’or’ rridrf- 
g 3 o e ,and alio from.’ exert trig any degree of r influ-, 
cnce, t in' the appoinfracrit'to the public, 'olfices^'or 

- other wife interfering^' djre^lly'or , mdiredtlyf with 

thcbafinsls. 'of government, 1 bn'^d'iaof tdfpch\ 
fion. w - ' “ A * • fj ! '*'■ * 

Re- 
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; Refolved, That the above orders be j*etn by the- 
chiefs. of fub ordinates, and commanding officers 
of- tiicb rigades, to'.’ t Hefeveral^entlOmen^and 
others acting under them 1 in ’inferior ftajfmns, who 
are in like manner prohibited from'Iending money, 
holding lands, >&t. under’ the fame pains and pe- . 
nalties. 1 *’ *!'*' >f V ' ,J . V ' * 

Refolved, That we. enjoin the. chiefs and feveral 
agents at the. fubordinates fctr foments- to ! cohflne 
thehifelvcs' firstly to the bufin'efs of the cqrripanyV, 
traded ’ ‘and their own," and that; the' necciTary^cor-' 
rrcfppndencc^ onthis' account', ‘ be^camed^bh 1 ' by 
the. chief only,' wHb'lhall Jay" his 1 (foundry - corre/- 
pondence once ‘.every' month'-' before; His' .council? 
'and 'tranlmit the fame every fix; months' at’ lcalt,- to 
thegovernment and council. • 

_\y ' ■; ' r ~* -iiifi 

v U f v - *' • 1 •• Fort-Wiiliam/Ofl:. 1 5,^765^ 

V } ; ’ ‘ •* M« vh: *• 

, Tlie right hori. lord Clive,’prcfl'denr,' ' 

1 ■ ' „jo* j.. ri* 

Jft&V ta/vi.vr,. r . '«-? i- • -.1 • \ .»r,f .r ' . . 

< ft ' At a felcdtcommitee: •' - »* 
'..i.Frptn lylahomtped' Re2a ; Cawm received ' r ^ 

r. .i 

There. are; many perfons-, 1 ' who? - with' tie* pre- 
fence, of debts being due to them', '.making' ufe -of 
the name'of ' tlie fadtory 5 / difturb 1 die zemindars 
and^diilritts- pf the chuila‘ of' Je h a h geerf / Nog- 
£ c /» a t)^ fending pdei \3 to Teileypedple,' obftrutl 
the reven uei ' of the hear. r '-THe partic u 1 a rs 3 r e 
very long,,but‘- 1 ' briefly' mentioned tlie : niatter' to 
■ *..» . - . y ‘ * • you 
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atMootagyl, Moreover, (everal evafive zemin- 
dars and talookdars, borrow more-oriels from the 
dependants of the faftorics, and when their rents 
arc oemanded from them, go and fhelter them- 
felves pndcr their protettso-i, foasto bp out of the 
power of theaomils With the pretences of debts 

being due front them* they carry their I creditors 
M19 their diftrifts,»and embezzle the rpvepues 4 jfo 
that the money of the ftrear. remains unpaid , and 
fpreadmg about reports that nunibets o£ villages 
are rented to the dependants of the- factory, they 
practice Villainous tricks, a L accordingly t re- 
ceive, from the annuls frequent complaints of 
their proceedings. As I do not conceive that 
the interruptions of the revenues of the- fircar 
can be put a flop to, without removing thefc 
pretences, I hope you will be kind enough to 
p£ite to the gentlemen, of the fa&ories of Jahan- 
gcer,‘Nugger, and Luck) pore, &c. tnat none of 
the dependants of the factory muft lend money tb 
the zepitKjars, &c ujthouc the knoivlcdge,of the 
aumil, nor hold any firms, nor interfere with tjie 
afhus pf the Loqntry , nor fend any people into 
the diftricts, and make a difturbancc ,l and, that 
whatfoever demands they have upon the zemin- 
dars, &.c. they mufl, lay the accounts thereof 
before Jaflaruo Caum, the naib at Jahangccr 
Nugger, that he tnay oblige the zemindars to pay 
whatever is juft. 

i 

i 

, i 

At 
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_n At a feleitcommitccir, Dsc. 30, 17 66. ‘ 

3 ^ t 1 ' 

1 jt a Prefcnt. 1 J 

3 aTlia right hon. lord Clive, prefidenr, &c. 

' , 

„ Thefeledt committee having on the fifth dav or 
Q&cvher>)i765^ ifiucd orders thit no compatn’s 
fervaots, the r dependants, or other Bnnlh fub-’ 
je&s, flipuld lend mono) upon leate, mortgage, or 
odierwilc, to thezemmd iru and outers of the go- 
vernment, without content ot Mihommed Reza 
Caw n, and the other mimftus , and advice being 
receiytd that this order has been tranfgrdfcd, to 
the great detriment of the colle&ions . 

Rcfohcd, -Thar we now enforce the above or- 
der, that no money fliall in future be lent, except 
on.rcfpondentn, upon any pretence whatever, ac a 
higher antefell than twelve per cent, per annum , 
that all luma of* aionc) outftandmg at a higher 1 
premium, lhali be recalled on thtr nth da) of 
April next, and that we write the folio ting let- 
ter to the chiets of all the lubordmates factories, 
and the refidents at Burdwan and MidnaporC. i 

J J fj « > i » t I * It 

a To J. Cartier, C r 4 chief at Decca. J 4 

1 - 1 - ’ ’ 
t i> “ Sir, i lo i ) * 

! L f 

<f On the fifth of O&ober, 1765, the fele< 3 : 
committee lifucd orders, that no civd or military 
fervanrofthe company, their bai vans, or depen- 
dants, &c. Ihould, after that date, lend money 
upon lea r e, mortgage, or otherwife, to the zemin- 
dars. 
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dars, or other officers of government, without 
the knowledge and content of MahommcdJRcza 
Cawn, and the miniftcrs. 

It is with concern we now underftand/that 
this order h is been difrcgardcd, to the great preju 
dice of the revenue, and injur) of the company, 
we therefore direCt, that >ou will make ftnCt en- 
quiry who are the tranfgrciTors, and tranfmit, to us 
the names of all fuch as have lent out money with 
out obtaining the approbation of the mimfters, apd k 
contrary to the injunctions of the fclcCt committee. 
At the fame time, jt is our pofitivc rcfolution, 
that henceforward no Britilh fubjeCts in, or out of 
the company’s femee, or their dependants, flnll 
lend money, unlefs upon refpondentia, at a higher 
rate of intcreft than twelve per cent, per annum , 
and that fuch fums of moncyas has beep lentat 
a higher mtcreft, fhall be recalled on the nth 
day of April next, on pain of immediate d»fmif- 
fion, and forfeiture of the company’s protection , 
of which tefolution, wedireCtyou will makcpub|i., 
pation m due form, taking the raoft effectual ffeps 
to fee it ft riCUy obeyed. j |j i * 

H w ' ' ' 0 f 
We, are, Sir, ■) 

-> t » { 

Dec 30. Yopr humble fervants.’^ \ 

t 1766. ♦ l 
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Copy of the 50th Paragraph of the general Letter 
-‘to Bengal, dated the 2,3d of March, JL759, 

f « 

} ct YoU did very right m forbidding Europeans 
holding the farms of any lands, towns, or villages, 
without the company’s boundaries, nor! do we 
muctfapproVe of it within our own junfdi&ion » 
however, iis it fonjetimes may pcfiibly prove of 
public advantage to have monied men, not im 
pur fervice, to be competitors, we do not lay you 
under reftriftions as luch peifons , but wc abfo 
lutely and pofitively forbid our covenant felt ants 
holdtpg any lands, towns, or villages, dircftly 
or mdireftly, either within or without our jurii- 
diftion 1 ,' or be interefted in any contracts uuh the 
company for fuch Ihall afluredly forfeit our fer- 
v#ce* i 'our reafons for thisrellramt mult be fo ob- 
vious, that an explanation is unnecelfary. Wc are 
further to remark, that the late troubles at Tidli- 
chejrvf 4 which proted almoft fatal to that fettle} 
ment,j took 1 rife from* a difpute with our lingiulb 
and 1 the prince of that country, relative to lands, 
he, the lmguift, held at Mount Dilly , therefore 
fhould any of the natives or inhabitants who held 
polls in Calcutta, or under our protection, / 0 fiefs 
territories without our limits, they are, m all dif- 
ferences which* may dnfe^with refpecl to fuch pro* 
perty, to fettle them as Indians, but under no 
fan&ion as fubjefls to the company , for it is our 
pofiuve direction, that the affairs of fuch perfons 
fwll not embarrafs or invoke ours. 1 


Ex raft 
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Extract ofa general Letter of the Court of Direc- 
tors, to Tort- William, daicd 13 March, 1761c. 

44 A judicious management and improvement of 
our new acquired lands ivc mult ftrongly recom- 
mend to your moll fenous confidcrauoii , iris a 
very extend ve object, great Ctrcumf|Hd.ionj vi 
gilance, afilduity, and integrity, mult bs cxcr'- 
Cifed, or v/c may fuff-r very heavily, cither 
through negleft or n»fco n dudt. Peruft our fen- 
tunetus upon this fubjedt, in our letter of the til 
61 April, 1760, and compare them with the rules 
and regulations laid down before our 'faH letter 
reached Bengal , neither can it be in any degree 
p rltft^ they may feive as outlines to a plan vhich 
oblervation and experience may alter and Amend 
for our benefit Wc therefore now re\oke all Te-» 
ftridhors, and if you are perfectly fatisfitfd, that 
no ill con/emecces can arife from our fen ants 
farming any part, we Ihall not object to it , but, 
then, afljgr yourreafons for our obiervahbn The 
divifion of thofc lands into (ingle lot', and felling* 
them at public auction, in the p refolds of the go- 1 
vernor and council, are recommendable andjuJt 
cions Heps could they hereafter be farmed out in 
fatall er lots, our revenue*, v/c apprehend, would 
be greatly encreafed ’ 1 y 

- 1 1 r 


Extract 
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Extra A of the j Compands Letter to the Se^eft; 
Committee at Bengal, da.ted the 17th of May, 
,766. 

** We hav<j qn a farmer occafion, in our let- 
ter of the 13th of March, 176*, paragraph 
permitted our lervants to hid at the public falc 06 
tin. Calcutta lands , but sve could net conceive 
lech an indulgence could ever b? confirmed to ad- 
mu fen ants employed m the collection of tbs reve- 
nues of a proving to felt-ft out the moft profita- 
ble lands tor thfim} Ins , fof iuch is the hghp to 
\i) ich this tranfaftiop appeals to us and it is one 
mere ftriUmg; proof of the general corruption vjith 
whiqh all ranks were tainted, and of^lTe ill ufe tine 
has been made of every indulgence We direct a. 
ftnft fcrutiny into this afiair , and if it prov es true, - * 
that jou will make a proper example of the offen- 
ders, by difmiifing th**m our fervice. 

Thu tranfaftion convinces us of the neccfiity of 
(hutting tl)e door> to abufes^ and we therefore p#- 
(Uivdy order, that no covenanted fervaqt, oe 
Cnghlhman refldptg under our proteftion, (hall 
be fullered to hold hud for his Q\ n account, 
dircftlyor mdireftl), in his own name, 0- that of 
others, or to b- concernL I in any farms or reve- 
nues whatsoever. 

The committee of fecrecj finding in the dif- 
patchvs lately received by the court of directors 
from tta ystodent and council at T orl-Vv illtam, in 
Bengal, fever.il important matters rcfpeftmg the 
revenue of Bengal and Bah a r, which appears to 
them high!) worti) the attention of the Houle m 
IV rf the 
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the ptHent juncture, ..they think mthetr4u$ ft) f£- v 
pore the. fame fa rhejfJouf<^MniaddiuooI>*Q Jbe i 
report they have already 1 made Lbndermng^hfltfe-ft 
venues of thofu provinces j 1 t o ' \o\ It n 
~ And youn committee find, uhaLthc.' couxtiofjdif 
re&of'i having, by thur letter to ihdprfchd&do and t 
council at Fort- William, datedthe x8vH of AuguA,\ 
Lypt, fignified their) determination K» jland^torthj 
as.duan, and by the agency ofthw company’sjfcr-t 
vsnut^to take upon ihemiUvcs the entire cacePandl 
managementlbf the revenues , and haying 1 ,/ thue-j 
lore, autlioriled and required thp. prefideno indj 
Cbuncd to dwell Mahomed Ileza Cawn, J and every’' 
p'erfon employed by him, I or in conjunction withe 
him* or aamg under his influence, of any further* - 
charge or dire&ion in the bufinefs of the. cpllcc > 
ttonsF and having expreffed their confidence, fhato 
tile pfefident and council in the office of iluani 
would adopt fuch regulations, * and purfuat fiicnl 
ipeafures, asffiould at once in fure to the company, 
every poffible ads antage, and free the ryotts frorro 
the oppreffionsJ of zenundars and pett) tyrants, 
under Winch they h-ive been fuffend to rpmaim,t 
aiuPhaMng directed them at the fame ticue tofubb 
ftttucc, m c e place of Mahomed Re?a Gawn,,a> 
mini Her to tranfatt political affairs at the fipca, and}' 
to feleft for that purpofe foire pcrfonsnvcll quails 
fied for the affairs of government, - ) and of viiiofei 
attachment to the company’s intereft^tbcy arc 
well aflured, and to recommend him to the nabobs 
and to fucceecl Mahomed Rez;a. Can n 'as mini for' 
of tho government,) and guardian of) tjie jnkedrs, 
minority , and to ma/vC him an annual gttpwtpca 
ro* exceeding three lacks- bfi rupees. v The prefix 
"* dent 
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dent un4 council! took the faid order intQ confidera- 
tiott 1 , and have' removed Mahomed RezaCawn from! 
th<?t>fficeofi-naib duan forth e. province of "Bengaly 
andShitabroy from the fame office for the province*- 
ofiBahar^and iflued,ac the fame time, a p’-oclama- 
tibn acMurffiadabad'andat Patna, ladyertifing the 
removal of thofc.- officers, and bt the abolition of 
the office* of *naib iduaa of ithe.f'provmccsi,,. and 
they directed the chief and council ot revenue* at 
Murfhadabad, and the chief and council at Patna, 
to take charge,! fora the jprefuit, of the office of 
duan ofrhcxniefpfcdtive provirices, * until a proper 
plan could ha fettled for the management of that 
important bufiuefs jr and rthey'’ have appointed 
j\IanuRcgunl>> rebft of the. late 'nabob Jaffiat Aly* 
Cawn,j guardian ’of the nabob , * and Raja Goor- 
dafh, the foa.o6Matnratth Kuncama^^duin of 
the nabob’s Roufehold, a)lo \mg tP the laid Manu 
Begdnua falatyof 140,000 rupees pe^ annum; 
and t toe the 1 fauLRaja Goordafs, for hin>felf anfl 
officers; rco,coo rupees per annum, } \ } t 

’ And 1 your committee find, that thq prefident 
have,- m confeuuence of the» before mentioned or^ 
ders, madcrfLvcraljceguhmons for the future ma- 
nagement of the re venues 4 , and of jthe LHalfa, or 
fuperior, loffice of* revenue, ivh'ch regulations are, 
concaim.il m anextradfcof the generalletter from 
the prefident and 1 council 19 the revenue depart- 
ment* the 3d of November, 1772, aqd m th e 
confutations of rhe committee of revenue a? fort , 
'William, of the /) 14th. and z8th of May, 177^, 
and in the proceedings of the committee, of cirquib 
cf the 28th of July, and 20th of Auguflr, 
on forming a plan for conducting the bufinefs ot 
^ 1 the 
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the klnlfj , which feveral papers jour coipmiltn 
lave thought proper to lay before dye fjoufe in 
this report, and are as follows, viz. 

To the Honourable Court of Direftots. 

“ Hon. SifSj j j t 

“ tn ouradd'efs by the Colebrook, dated the 
13th of April latt, we acquainted you wilh the 
flare of you, revenues in Bengal ,0 that period, 
fince which v\e lave cloftd the account of the neat 
fettlemems rrd collcdions for the lall Bengal 
Ser aC T°'" h,Ch " e no » tranfmtt this 
?hat k !he io,^° ra “ )0U ' Vl11 P 1 ™ 1 ' to ob'irve, 
wriuen ofi “eluding fome deductions' 

treafev V '° R j f" d lofs ,‘ n Murflwdabad 

« ““ d hft W rupees 

ftr’ 7 Jlf 7 2 - ,: fo that balances 

aS-T.r.js.-^atre 

Su alsfor 7 h / pe «“ <*e oftlieB^l 
1 of the laft 5 ve-ir u 77 r ?' )”»« l«*. with thoje 

vourablefucce&we have ™VwuUq‘ Iccot&on 

now the honour of mdofing ’ ' Cb We 1 “‘" 

/ plan 
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plan progofed by our prefident and members of the 
committee of circuit'acCpfiimbuzar, for removing 
the feat of the revenue bufinefs to the prefidency, 
and for putting this im po runt branch of your af~ 
fairs* under the immediate management of your 
governor and council; in confequencc of ; which 
we formed ourfetves into a board of revenue the 
i jth ult. fiqce that^time^all 'affairs refpedting* the 
’"colledtions; or internal government, of the pro- 
vinces',* have been 'confined folely, to this depart- 
ment; and ' we fltall, henceforth add refs you iepa- 
rat'etv upon all matters which come under ‘thefe 
'hcadtf. ^ 1 , * * 

”In prdcVto give you a, difl in dt idea of t[iis ;fub- 
’jedt, and to make it the, more complete, we fhall 
*begin by recapitulating the moil important, mea- 
r fures ) that have been.lajcly -talten*, and of , which 
‘you” Have’ been .in 'pwC advifeti ins our former 
‘letters.' 3 Jh,t! ^ , 1 , , > 

In our letter by t|tc Nottingham, v you were ;n- _ 
formed of our intention of letting the lands 
throughout the provinces in farms upon long and 
well-regulated leafesT.sncL \\e are happy to re- 
ffe^lf, that i fuch‘a material and principal mode of 
conducing the collections, ffiould co-incidc fo' 
entirely with your fentiments and orders on the 
fubjedt. After the.moft ferious and nuture deli- 
berations oh this point, \ve determined, in our 
proceedings of the committee of revenue, of the 
14th of May, to effablifli a plan for fettling the 
feveral diftricts upon this footing, and for the 
future government of your collections. This be- 
ing the conftvtudonal ground-work of all our fub- 
fetpienr meafuresj* and of the fyffem which we 

have 


was naturally r tp;be cxpcftcd that' the dimifiu* 
tibns^f^the revenue' fhotild' have kept ,J ' an equal, 
pace with 1 the' other' ‘‘cdrifequehces of fo great-i-cg- 
jamitjrVthat it did notpwas^ow'mg^" to'« its/' being - 
vjolVddy kept up ( to*, its'; former ; ftandard ;•< .To' [at* 
VW&in ' d] f the •’mcans'by 1 which ' 1 this ^was'-effe&edj 
will 1 not be ’Vafy! ; ' J it 3 itf difficult to trice the pro** 
jjjfiGf* of ? the 1 'colledibris'.* through'; ’all *' tti/'intricate 
chan nels^'or -even' lo ’ comprehend' all 1 the 'articles 
y Hiciycorn pofe f the‘ revenue in ’its firih^operatibhh 
One tax," however / 1 ^e'will Endeavour 1 to>‘defcribe; 
as it may ferve to'accounr for the 1 equality iwhicli 
has been preferved jn . the pad: collections, and to 
which it has principally contributed. It is called 
naja, andis an aiTciTment upon the a£hial inhabit 
tants of every inferior. dividon of the lands, to make- 
up' the lofs fuftaihed in the , rents of their neigh-* 

boors. 
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hours, who arc either dead, or have fled the'eoun- 
try. This tax, though, equally impolitic in its 
inftitutioa, and opprefiivc in the mode of ex- 
acting it, was authorifed by the ancient and ge-' 
neral ufage of the country. It had not the func- 
tion of v government, but took place as a mat- 
ter of course. In ordinary cafes, and while 
the lands were in a Rate of cultivation, it -was 
fcarcely felt, and never, or rarely complained of. 
Hon ever irreconcil cable to ftrict juflice, it afford- 
ed a reparation to the (late for occafionul deficien- 
cies; it was a kind of fecuricy againft defections, 
by making the inhabitants thus mutually refpon- 
fible for each ‘other, and precluded the inferior 
colkCtor from availing himfclf of the pretext* of 
wafle or deferted lands, to with-hold any part of 
his collections. 5 But the fame practice, which at: 
another time, and under different circumftances, 
would- have been beneficial, becaufc, at this period, 
an infupportable burthen* upon the inhabitants. 
The rax not being levied by any fixed rate, or 
llandard, fell hcavicft upon the wretched furvi? 
vors’ of thofe villages which had fuffered the 
greateft depopulation, and of edurfe the mod en- 
titled to the lenity of government. It had alfo 
this additional evil attending it, in common' with 
every other variation from the regular pradicc, 
that it afforded an opportunity to the farmers atid 
Ihicijais to levy other contributions on the people 
upon colbur of it ; and even to iocreafc tnis to 
whatever magnitude they pleafed, finccthey were 
in courfc, the judges of the lofs fuftained, and of 
the proportion which the Inhabitants were to pay, 
to replace it. * 


Com- 
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Complaints againft $ts grievance were univer* 
Pal throughout the province, and ic was to be 
feared, that the- cqnpmuance of xc, would be fa 
great a check to the mdyftrj ot the people, to 
impoverifli the revenue in the hft degree, when 
their former favmgs, by which it was lupparted, 
were gone* -t 

Though fevcq >c^rs hadehpfeil fince the com* 
pany* became pofiefted of the dewannee, ) et no re- 
gular procefs had ever be^rt formed for conduct- 
ing the bufinefs of the revenue. Every zemindar 
and. tailok vyas 1 left to its own particular cuftoms. 
'Yhefe, indeed, were not inviolably adhered to, 
the novelty of the bufinefs to thofe who were ap- 
pointed to lupenntend ic, the chicuicry of the. 
people whom they were obliged to employ as their 
agents, the accidental exigencies ot each djflndt, 
and not uufrequently the juft difeernment ot the 
collector, occafioned many charges Every charge 
added to. the confufion which mvolyed tho whole, 
and few were either adthonfed,] or known by the 
pyefidmg members of the government, « The ar- 
ticles which compofe the revenue, the form of 
l eepmg accounts, the computation of time, even 
the technical, terms, whichever form the greateft 
pan of the obfeunty of every fcienpc, differed as 
much as the foil and the productions of the pro- 
vince^ This confufion had its origin in the nature 
of the former government- The nazin^ exacted 
what they could from the zemihdars, and grcit 
farmers of the revenue, whom tjicy left at liberty 
tp plunder all below, referving to thcmfclves the 
pierogatrve of plundering ? them in their turn, 
when they were fuppofed to have enriched tiicm- 
Yol, IV. G g felvw 
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felveswith the fpoils of the country. . The mtit- 
tefeddees who flood between the nszim and the 
zemindars, or between them and the people, 
had each their rcfpc&ive iharcs of the public 
wealth. Thefe profits v^ere confidcrcd as illegal 
embezzlements, and therefore were taken with 
every caution which could infurc fecrscy ; and 
being confcquently fixed by no rule, dependant 
on the temper, abilities, or power, of each indi- 
vidual, for the amount. It therefore became a 
duty to every man to take the moft effectual meat 
furcs to conceal the value of his property, and 
elude enquiry into his conduct, while the zemin* 
dars and other land -holders, who had the advan- 
tage of long podeffions, availed thcmfelves of it 
by complex cliufions qf the lands, and intricate, 
mode's ofiollcdtion, to perplex the officers of the 
government, and confine the knowledge of the 
rents to themfelves. It will be cafily imagined, 
that much of the current wealth flopped in its 
way to the public txeafury, 

,<It is rather foreign from the purpofc of this ex- 
pofition,but too ajipofirc not to be remarked, that 
it was fortunate fuch a fyftem did prevail, fince the 
embezzlements which it covered preferved the cur- 
rent fpecie of the country, and returned it into 
circulation, while a great part of the wealth re- 
ceived by the government, was expended in the 
country, and but a fmail fuperfluicy remained for 
remittances to the court of Dclhy, where it was 
loft foe ever to this province. 

__ To the original defeats inherent in the con dilu- 
tion of thefe provinces, were, added the unequal 
'upd unfetried government- of them. Since they 
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became our property, a 'partof the lands whicfr 
were before in our polTcfijon, filch as Curd wan, 
i\Iidnapore, and Chittagong, continued lubjeft 
to the authority of their chiefs, who were imtne* 1 
diately accountable to the prefidency. The twen- 
ty-four pergunnahs granted by the treaty. of 
Phllcy, to the company, were theirs on a dide- 
rent tenure, being their immediate property by 
the coelution of the zemindars, or hereditary pro- 
prietors } their rents were received by agents ap- 
pointed to each pergunnali, and remitted to the 
collfc&or, who r elided in Calcutta ; the reft of 
the province was fqr forne time entyufted to the 
joint charge of the naib Duan, and refidcnt of chc 
durbar, and afterwards to the council of revenue ac 
ftfurfhadabad, and to the fupervifors who were 
accountable to that council. The admimftration 
ittelf was totally excluded from a concern iri tills 
branch of the revenue. , ' 3 * 

The internal arrangement of cich diftrict va- 
ried no lefs than that of the whole province. 

The lands fubject to the fame collector,, and 
intermixed with each other, were fome held by 
farm, fomc fuperinteded by fhiedars, or agents 
on the part of the colleger, and fomc left to the 
zemindars or talookdars themfehes, under various? 
degrees of controul. “The firft were racked with- 
out mercy, becaufe the ieafes were but of a year's 
Handing, and the farmer had no intereft or check 
toreftram him from cxi&ing more than the land 
could bear; the fecund were equally drained, 
and their rents cmliezzlcd, as it was not pofiibic 
for the collector, with the grCiteft degree ot atfcp- 
tion on his part, to deteft, or prevent it ; the lat- 
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ter, it may be fuppofed, were not excepted from 
the general corruption * if they were/ the other 
lands which lay near them would fufferby the mi- 
gration of their inhabitants, who would naturally, 
leek fefuge front opprefiion in a milder, and more 
equitable government. ' ' 

The adminiftration of jullice has fo intimated a 
connexion with, the revenue, that we cannot omit 
the mention of it, while wc are treating of this 
fubjeft in a general view, although we have al- 
ready given our fentiments upon it at large in 
' another place, to which we lhall beg leave ‘ to 
refer. 

The fecurity o£ private property is the greateft 
encouragement to induitry, on .which the wealth 
of every ftate depends. The limitation of the 
powers annexed to the magiftracy, the fupprclfion 
of every ufurpation of them by private authority, 
and the facilitating of theaccefsto juftice, were, 
the only means by which fuch a fecurity would 
be obtained,. But this was impoflible under the 
circumftances which had hitherto prevailed. 
While the nizanrut and the devvannee were in dii- 
ferent hands, and all the, rights of the former 
were admitted, the courts of juftice, which were 
the foie province of the nazim, though conllitutcd 
for the general relief of the fubjc£t$, could receive, 
no information. The court and officers of the nlza- 
mut were continued, b\it its efficacy* was do- 
llroyed by the ruling influence of the dewannee. 
The regular courfe of jufticc was every w here- fu Im- 
pended, bur every man cxcrcifed ir, who had the 
power ol compelling others to fubmit to hi* de« 
onions. The people were opprefled, they were 
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difcouragcd. -and difatled from improving the 
culture of their lands; and in .proportion- as -they 
had, their demands of individuals to .gratify, they 
•jvere prevented from difeharging what was legally 
due to government. , . » 

Such was the Hate of the revenue when ,your 
commands were received by the Lapwing, and 
happily removed the difficulties which had hithef-- 
to opbo fed the introduction of a more- perfect 
, f> Hem, by abolilhing the office of naib duan, and 
ttiuhorifing-your adminiftration to aflunje Openly 
the management of dewannee in your name, with- 
' out any foreign intervention. 

' In the execution of thefc your, intentions^ the 
points* which .claimed our principle attention, as. 
will appear by the above defeription, were, to 
render the accounts' of the revenue ..fimple and 
intelligible, to eftablifh fixed Tules for the collec- t 
tions, to make the mode of them uniform in alL ~ 
parts of the province, and to provide for an equal 
adminiftration of juflicc. Jn the - flops we have 
already taken, we have laboured > r to attain thefc 
ends ; with what fucccfs will be feen hereafter.. 

The regulations vyhicli we have before men- 
tioned being completed, and the committee of 
circuit appointed, confiding of the governor, 
Mcfiicurs Middleton, Dacres, Lawrel), and Gra- 
ham, we published our intentions of farming all 
^hc lands of the province of Bengal in leafes of 
five years, 'and invited all perfons to make pro- 
pofals. * 

The committee fir ft proceeded to Kifhcnnagur, 
aud there entered on the fcttlement of the diftn&s 
of Nuildea. The propafals which^were there de- . 

livcred 
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Hvered to them were expreffed m (a vague atut 
uncertain a manner, and differed fo widely from 
one another in form, that it was impoffible* to 
make a.comparifon, or to afeertain the propor- 
tionable amount of each, and the few only that 
were intelligible, contained very low and difad* 
\antageous terms. The committee were there- 
fore of opinion, that thofe offers (hould be re- 
jected, and that the lands ihoula be put up at 
public auction, though contrary to the original 
intention. To remove all obftacles that might 
prefent themfclves from an uncertainty in the bid- 
ders, with refpeCt to the more minute articles of , 
the collections, and the grounds on which the fet- 
tlcmcnt was to be eftablithed between the farmer 
and cultivator ; the committee found it indifpeit- 
fiblv neceffary, before the falc began, to form an 
enure new huftabood, or explanation of the di- 
verfe and complex articles which were to compofc 
the collections. Thefe confided of the aflall, or 
original ground-rent, and a variety of tax-es called 
( aboals, which had been indifcriminately levied 
at different periods by the government, the ze- 
mindars, farmers, ‘and even by the inferior col- 
lectors. One of thefe aboals we have explained 
above ; many of them are incapable of any ex- 
planation. 

After the committee had made a thorough tn- 
vefttgation of the above articles of the revenue, ' 
they propofed to deduCl fuch as appeared molt 
oppreflive to the inhabitants, or ot a late efts- 
bliihmcnt, at the fame time referring thofe which 
were of long (landing, and had been cheerfully 
iubmitted to by the rjotts, thefe being, in fad:, d* 

• * confiderablc 
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confiderable part'of the neat rents. Among the 
farmer were the duties arbitrarily levied by the 
zemindars and farmers upon all goods and neccf- 
firies of lif£paffing by water through the interior 
parts of the country. The razee jumma, or fines 
for petty crimes or mifdemeanors, were alfo" agree* 
ably to your humane and equitable fpirit of ^ouc 
orders, totally abohfhcd, as well as the haldarry, 
or tat upon marriage, which yielded a trifling 
revenue to the government, was very injurious to 
the ftate, and could tend only to the difcouragc- 
ment and deercafe of population, an objedt at all 
times of general importance; but more elpcchlly 
at this period, from the great lofs of inhabitants 
which the country has luflained by the late fa- 
mine, and the mortality which attended it. 
Thefe fevcral deftrudhons in favour of the na- 
tives, although the immediate caufe of dccreafing 
the rent-roll, will, doubtlcfs, in time, be pro-* 
duftivc of the moft falutary effects, as they tend 
to encourage the manufacturers and trade of the* 
country, to retrieve the lofs of inhabitants, to 
free the people from vexatious profecutions, and, 
by promoting the general cafe of the count; y, 
virtually to fupport and improve its revenue, 
j In order to fccure'the inhabitants in the quiet 
pofiefiion of the lands, whilft they held them on 
terms v of cultivation, and to prevent fuch exac- 
tions as afore-mentioned in future, the committee 
formed new amulnamas, or leafes, in which the 
ejaims -upon the ryotts were prccilely and df- 
ftmdtly afeertained, and the farmers reflndted 
making any further demands under the fevereft 
penalties. To this f end, -and to prevent th<S 
* farmers 
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farmers from' eluding this reftriftion thev were 
ordered to grant new pottahs, or deeds, to the 
rjotts, the form of which was drawn out by the 
committee, and made public, fpccifytoig the con- 
ditions on which they were to hold their lands 
the feparate heads or articles of the rents ; „i*d 
every encouragement was contained in them to 
cultivate the waftc ground on a moderate and in- 
creafing rent. 

Another principal obj eft which the committee, 
was to reduce the charges of collcftion as low as 
poffiblc, from a conviftion, that the retrench- 
ment of unproper and unneceffary cxpcnccs opens 
a fource of xncreafe of revenue, the moll eligible, 
becaufe the m oft confident with the cafe ot tbc 
inhabitants. For this purpofc, wc have formed;, 
an uniform al.d regular eftabliflimcnt for all the 
neceflary charges to be incurred in the cutchcr- 
ries of the feveral diftrifts, under pofitivc reftne- 
tions, that they fhall not be exceeded without our 
being previously advifed. This, we doubt not, 
will be a great faving to the honourable compam , 
as it will be an cffcftual means of preventing in 
future all fuperfiuous and unneccllarv difburit- 
ments; and we think, we may v enture to pro- 
inifc, that this article will be duly attended to, as 
it will be almoft the only care of tin, creditor to 
prevent every deviation from it in the accounts 
which are to pafs his infpeftion. 

After thefe previous fteps were refohed on, tho 
lands of Kifhennagur were put up to public auc- 
tion, and a final fettlement was made fqr five 
years on an accumulating increafe ; for the parti- 
culars ot which we muft beg leave to refer you to 
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the proceedings of the committee which are rioty 
tranfmitted. , 

During the courfe of the fale at Kifhennagur, 
the rajar of that place, gave in propofals for farm- 
ing the whole diftrict, which leads us to the fol- 
lowing general obfervations on the fubjedt of the 
zemindars and talookdars, in the province of 
Bengal. • _ , 

Where it can be done with propriety, the in* 
trading the collections of tbe'diftri&s to the he- 
reditary zemindars, would ben meafure vve would 
be very willing to adopt^ as»we believe the peo- 
ple will be treated with moie tendernefs, th<? 
rents more improved, and the cultivation more* 
likely to be encouraged ; the zemindars lefs lia- 
ble to failure of deficit tides than the farmer, from 
* the perpetual interefHvluLh the farmer hath in the 
country, and becaufe Ins mheiitance cannot be 
removed; and it would be improbable he would 
rifquethc lofs of-it by eloping from his diftricl, 
which is too frequently praftifed by a farmer 
when he is hardly prcflcd for the payment of his 
balances, and as frequently pic-determined wheq 
he receives his farm. 

With refpeft to the talookdarries and inconfr- 
detable zemindarics,” which foimed n pirt of the 
bu/zon ztlihs, or diftridts, which paid their 
rents immediately to the gineial cutcherry, at 
Murfludabad, as well as many orhdr* of the fame 
kind in different parts of Bengal, all arguments 
have been weighed, whether in favour of the jufi: 
claim government has upon their lands for a re- 
venue adequate to their real value, or of the ze- 
jiiindars and talookdats in fupporr of their richts 
Voi.IV. Hh and 



” . 1 

raidofs, be involved in fuch obfcurity, doubts,* 
shd* controverfy, as to deprive them totally of 
their inheritance. To cxpofe the Zemindars and 
talookdars to this rifle*, is neither confident with 
cur notions of equity, nor with your orders, which 
direft,* that we do not by any fudden change, al- 
ter ,the conftitution, nor deprive the zemindars, 
&c. of their right, ancient pr.vileges, and im- 
ihunities. Another argument drawn from the 
conduft naturally to be exposed from the ze- 
mindars and taloohdars, weighed ftrorigly with 
us, and proves an obje&ion to adopting the firft* 
mode. From a long continuance of the lands in 
their families, it is to be concluded, they have 
riveted an authority in the diftrift, acquired an 
afcendancy over the minds of the ryotts, and in- * 
t gradated their affeftions. Froni caufes like thefe* 
it entire depreviation were to take place, there^ 
could not be e\pe£lcd lefs material effe&s than all 
. the evils of a divided authority, .prejudice to thd 
revenue, and defertion and defolation to the lands ; 
whereas, from continuing ,the lauds urlder the 
management of thofe who have a natural and per- 
petual inrereft in their prosperity, provided their 
Value is not of too great an amount, folid ad van J 
tages may be expected to accrue. Every confide- 
ration then fways us, where it can he done with 
the profpect of the advantage before mentioned, 
to adopt the fecond mode in fettling With the in- 
ferior zemindars and talookdats } fitftj an equi- 
valent revenue may be thereby obtained, with 
fecurity for its punctual payment j fecondly, the 
converting them into farms, eftablilhes the go- 
vernment’s right of putting their Vnds on that 

footing 
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of minors, be involved in fuch oBfcurity, doubts, 
ahcf controversy,, as to deprive them totally of 
their inheritance. To expofe the zemindars and 
talookdars to this rifk*, is neither confident with 
Our notions of equity, nor with your orders, which, 
diced,' v that we do nor by any fudden change, al- 
t£r >the conflitution, nor deprive the zemindars, 
&c. of their righr, ancient pr.vileges* and im- 
ihunities. Another argument di'awn from the 
condud naturally to be expeded from the ze= 
lftindap and talookdars, weighed ftrodgly with 
us, and proves an objediorl to adopting tile firft 
ihode. From a long continuance of the lands in 
their families, it is to be concluded, they have 
riveted an authority in the diftrid, acquired an 
afcendaticy over the itiinds of the ryotts, and in- * 
gratiated their a {Tedious. Frorri caufes like thefej- 
it entire depreviatian were to take place, there _ 
could not be expeded lefs material effeds than all 
. the evils of a divided authority, prejudice to thd 
revenue, and defertion arrd defolation to the lands j 
whereas, from continuing the lands under the 
management of thofe who have a natural and per- 
petual intereft in their prosperity, provided their 
Value is not of too great an amount, folid advan- 
tages may be expeded to accrue. Every confide- 
ration then fways us, where ir can be done with 
the profped of the advantage before mentioned, 
to adopt the fecond mode In fettling With the in- 
ferior zcmimlafs and talookdars } fifft* an equi- 
valent revenue may be thereby Obtained, with 
fccurity for its pundual paj ment i fecohdly, the 
Converting them into farms, eftablilhes the go- 
vernment’s right of putting their binds on that’ 

footing 
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footing whenever they frail think proper, the awe 
of which muft conftantly operate to enfure their 
good behaviour and good management ; thirdly, 
the claufe of ferutiny, -to which they are fubjec- 
ted, wiUalfo have the fame tendency, at the fame 
time that it may be ftridtly put in fotce where 
there is caufe to fufpedt concealments, or a pro- 
fpedt prefent itfelf of encreafe to the revenue. 
Agreeable to thefe ideas, the committee at 
Kiflienagur exempted the fevcral talooks in that 
diflridt from the public falc, as the pofleflors cn-^ 
gaged to abide by fuch a fettlement as frould be 
deemed equivalent and juft; and an exadt valua- 4 
tion was accordingly made of their lands. It was, 
however, found, that the terms offered by the 
zemindars of Kifhcnagur, as before mentioned, 
were not equivalent to the expeditions the com- 
mittee had rcafon to entertain from the public 
•auction ofthe fevcral farms; and faith of govern- 
ment .having been already engaged to' fuch far- 
mers* whafe offers had been formerly accepted : 
for thefe reafons, joined with the well known, 
fubtle, and faithlefs character of the zemindar, it 
was determincd'to rejedV his propofols, and to give 
the preference to the offers of the farmers, which* 
were more advantageous to government. 

The fettlement of Kifhcnagur being concluded, 
a fixed dewan was chofcn by the committee, to be 
joined with the collector in the fupcrintcndcncy of^ 
the revenues, conformable to our eftablifrcd re- 
gulations before referred t6, and inftruefions were 
accordingly given him for bis guidance, 

\Vc have been thus explicit in relating rh<? 
tranfadhons of Kiflienagur, both as thefe will 

fuve‘ 
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ferve to point out the various effe6h of our pre- 
vious determinations, as well as the motives which 
gave occafion to ihofe which were fuper-added by 
the committee, from local or general obfervati- 
ons ; and to convey an idea of the plan, on 
which die fettiement of the whole province wilj 
be formed, of which that of Kilhcnagur may be 
regarded as the model. # , 

The pfoyince of Radfhahy, and the Huzzor 
Zelahs, were takennext into confideratiOn,' and. 
the fame regulations eftablifhed previous to their 
fettiement, as at Kilhenagur ; -public advertife- 
ments being made for receiving propofals for the 
farming the different purgunnahs in Radfhahy, 
and a proper time limitted for their delivery. 
The terms given in for the whole of the weftern 
divifion were examined, and the offers of the 
farmers and zemindars accurately compared. 
Thofe of the latter were found more advantageous 
to government ; a fettiement for five years was 
accordingly concluded with the Ranny Bowanny, 
the zemindar of that diftrift,' whofe fubftance, 
credit, and character, rendered the conditions of 
her offer the mote, defirable, efpecially as Ihc 
confented to, the committee's plan of fubdividing 
the lands in fourteen lots, or farms, and engaged 
to depofit the farmers cabooleats, or agreements, 
as a collateral fccurity with her own, for the punc- 
tual payments of her rents. No other propofals 
being given in for the earned: divifion of the Rad- 
iks, it was in like manner farmed to the zemin- 
dar, whofe^ knowledge of, and long-c dab li filed 
reputation in the country, enabled her to make 
* more 
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ttxore advantageous offers for this alfo, thdn arty 
other perfon ; and we doubt not, but we fliali 
realize the whole of the revenue from thefd 
important and attentive diftrids, which will 
receive an additional advantage, befides a re? 
dudion of the cxpences of the collodions, irf 
being thus unired under their hereditary and an J 
dent proprietors. 

The Hdzzof Zelahs, and tile inferior zemin- 
daries and talookdarics, bordering otl Muriha- 
dabad and Radlhahy, were alfo fettled on the* 
fame plan, a preference' being always given to 
the offers of hereditary pofleffors, as before off* 
ferved. But as it would take up too much of 
your time to defeend to a minute detail of. thefe 
numerous fettlements, we muff take the liberty 
of referring you to the proceedings of the com- 
mittee of circuit : you will therein notice, that 
we have appointed five additional collcdors to 
fuperirttend the revenue of thofe diftrids. It 
'was with fome reludance, we found ourfelvei 
'under the necefiity of encreafing the number 
of thefe appointments ; they are rendered uns- ( 
Voidable by the intricacy of thofe parts of the 
Huzzor Zelahs, which have been thus diftributed 
among them ; but we hope, that the liberty 
which we have given the farmers, who may be 
fo difpofed, to pay them rents immediately to 
the fudder, of head cutcherry, will in time ert- 
'able us to reduce thofe eftablifliments. 

In the interval of public bufinefs, the commit- 
tee were employed in deliberating oh the fteps re- 
ferred to them, which were proper to be taken 

for 
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fox carrying into execution your late orders by 
the Lapwing j where you declare your intentions 
of t£ Standing forth as dewan, by the agency 
of the company’s fervants to affumc the entire raa-» 
pagement of the revenues, leaving it to us to plait 
and execute this important work,” by adopting 
fuch regulations, and purfuipg fuch mcafures, as 
fliould at once enfure to the company etery pof- 
fible advantage, * 

The firft confederation was, whether the board 
of revenue at Murlhadabad ihould be aboHfhed, 
and the bufmefs of its cotte&ions, in all Us 
branches, put under the management of the mem- 
bers of your admmiftrarion at the prcfidcncy ; and 
after allowing due weight to every argument that- 
occured, we agreed unanimoufly with the com- 
mittee, in the neceflity of this Iaft meafurc, 
which has accordingly been fince carried into exe- 
cution,' We take the liberty of laying before you 
fhe grounds, upop we have ventured to make this 
alteration, in the flattering hopes that it will meet 
with your approval. 

As theadminiftration ofjuftice, and the collec- 
tion of the revenue, are by far the mod important 
pbjefts of the government, they certainly claim 
the firft attention of your prefidency and council ; 
efpecially at a time when fo many weighty mat- 
ters, intimately connected with them, are en- 
trufted by you to our inveftigation and judgment, 
and when the ftate of the country requires timely, 
‘ wc li digefted, and fpirited meafures. Whiift the 
controuhng and executive part of the revenue, 
-?nd the correfpondence with the colledfojs, was 
• parried on by a council at Murlhadabad, the mem- 
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bers of your adminiflration had not an opportunity 
of acquiring that thorough and comprehend* e 
knowledge of the revenue, which can only refulc 
from pra&ical experience : but as your late or- 
ders tend to eftablifh a new fylteni, enjoin many- 
new regulations and enquiries, which could not 
properly be delegated to a fubordinatc council, it 
became absolutely necefiary, that the bufinefs of 
the revenue fhould be conducted under- immediate 
obfervation and direction. 

This charge, uc truft, will afford great relief 
to th? inhabitants of the provinces, in opening to 
them a more ready needs to jufticc, infomuch 
that appeals from the dccifions of the inferior 
Courts may now be made direftly to the prefi- 
dency, whereas formerly they were firft tranfmit- 
ted to the council at Murfhadabad, and from 
thence an appeal lay to us. 

Another good confluence, will be the great 
increafe of the inhabitants, and of wealth, ia 
Calcutta, which will not only add to the con- 
fumprion of our mod valuable manufactures, im- 
ported from home, but will be the ineans'of con- 
- vcying to the natives a more intimate knowledge 
of our cufloms and manners, and of rcconciliattng 
them to our policy and government. 

Befidcs the reafons above urged, for the diifolu- 
tion of the council at Murfhadabad, vve muft beg 
leave to add this further argument, in reply to 
the objeftion which may poflibly be made to if, 
as repugnant to your commands of the 13th of 
June, 1769. We now conceive them, howeyer, 
to be fuperfeded by your late, orders, and the, dis- 
cretionary powers you have given u* in youf 

tersj 
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ters, by the Lapwing, Neyerthelefs, we fliould 
have thought out (elves indifpenfibly bound to 
have adhered to the fpirit of them, - as far as they , 
could be made to coincide with-the new fyftem of 
the dewannee ; but we found them totally fub- 
verted by it, > . - ' 

Whilft Murfhadabad remained the feat of your 
collections, every confidencion required theefta- 
blifhment of a council to fuperintend them, as it 
was atruft every way too great for an individual. 
r On thefe grounds alone, we prefume,' your or- 
ders for forming fuch council at Murfhadabad 
and Patna, then framed : but when the office of 
naib Dtian was abolHhcd, and you had declared 
your refolution to place the collections under the 
immediate charge of your own icrvants, there re- . 
mained no reafon for continuing that department 
of the revenue at fuch a diftance from the obfer- 
vation of your governor and council, and the re- 
moval of the collections, to the proficiency, as it 
left us no bufmefs for an infcriorcouncU, of courfc 
rendered their continuance, and the charges at- 
tending fuch an eftablilhmcnt, needlefs. We 
will indulge ourfelves, therefore, with another 
hope, that an annvial faving of fomq lacks of ru- 
pees will be derived from this alteration; although 
we are well aware of the expence and inconveni- 
ences which ever attend innovations of all kinds^ 
on their firft inftitution. 

As the reafons for the removal of the khalfuh 
are treated on very largely in the proceedings of 
the committee of circuit, of the 28 th of July, 
and contain many obfervations on the nature of 
the revenue in general,- which are too voluminous 
Vol.;IV, I i to' 



to be inferred in the body of tfyis letter ; \ye wilh 
to recommend thefe to your particular^ attention .' < 
- The plan which we have formed (or condu&ing 
. the bufinefs pf the khaifa, or fuperior ofhcq of the 
■collections, will go in a number in the packet. „ 

* The more regular adminiftration of juftipe was 
alfo deliberated on by" the committee of circuit, 
and a, plan was formed by them, which , after- 
wards met with our approbation. We ^ cannot 
give you a better idea of the grounds on which 
this was framed, than by referring you to a copy 
of it, together with a letter from the committee 
to the board on the occafion ; both of which 
makes numbers in this packet, and we earneftly 
recommend them to your perufal, requelling to 
be affifted with fuch farther orders ■and.’inftruc- 
tions thereon> as they may requite for completing 
the fyftem, which we have thus endeavoured to 
eftablilh onthe moll equitable, folid, and perma* 
nent footing. We hope- they will be read with 
that indulgence, which, we are humbly of opi- 
nion, is due to a work of this kind, undertaken 
on the plain principles of experience and common 
. obfervation, without the advantages which an in- 
timate knowledge of the theory of law might have 
- afforded us. \\ e have endeavoured to adapt our 
r regulations to the manners and undemanding of 
the- peopl'*,— and exigencies of the country, ,ad- 
. neringis elefely as we are able to. their, ancient 
Ufages and mftitutions.* 4 * will be ft, 11 h work of 
. iome months, we fear,- before, they can, be. tho- 
roughly. eiUbhlhed throughout the .pio\inces; 
buc we Ihall think our- labours amply recom- 
* - *’ , . penced. 
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penced, if they meet with your approbation aftd 
are productive of the good efFt&s "vie had in 
view. J < * 

t Our prefident returned to Calcutta, about the 
middle of September ; Mr. Middleton remained 
at Murflndabad to take charge of his appoint- 
ments ; and the other three members of the com- 
mittee of circuit, proceeded to Decca, where they 
are now employed in making the fettkment of 
that' province and the adjacent diftr;Cts, after 
which cjiey will continue their tour to the re- 
maining divifions on the caftern fides of Bengal ; 
and we hope to tranfmit the farther particulars of 
their proceedings, by one of the fhips of this fca- 
fon, together with a complete ftatemept of your 
jcvenuefor the following five years. 

Befides the general plan before- meflti oiled for 
’regulating the new fyftem for conducting the re- 
venues, and the feveral other points therein re- 
ferred to, the committee of revenue at the prefi- 
dency, compofed of the remaining members of 
your council, 'were employed in preparing the 
fcttlements of the diftricU of Hugh ley, Midna- 
'pore, Beerbhcom, Jellorc, and the Calcutta 
lands, 1 ‘together with the diftrifts allotted to the 
Committee of circuit, complete the whole of Ben- 
gal, excepting Burdwan, where the lands are al- 
1 ready let in farms in leafes of five years, which 
"do not expire to the end of the Bengal year 1182. 

In confequence of the public advertifenjents 
‘ f° r roaming the fcttlemrar of Hugh ley, a n umbet 
of propofals for fanning the lands were delivered 
•in, and after' an exaCt ferutiny was made into 
them, thafe which appeared to' be the moft ad- 
vantageous 
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vantageous to government were accepted. ' It 
ongm dly intended to let them in frail! farms, bgt 

■ hL°,f 1S ,., 0 ' rSCrlots 1,ci "S r ° '""tit higher 
dial) the others we were templed to prefer them. 
1 herb were Iikewife many talookdaries and petty 
“ *hiscliflriel, the poffeiTors oftS 

their ^ “ U, 1 ' hC T C “ gth of '^’ e the )' had held 
, 'm, 'Zi dlc '-retched condition they 

ed nf^L ' ,' 0 ’ KCre to be depth- 

d of them, as they engaged to pay to -govern- 

"S , ren V' n PtoppttLnS their 

- Wer ' "! dw,:d >' the fame motives as 

ttavc reafoiT to^be farisfir-i- 0 ' ’ 7 P cr S unnahs ' " c 

Paehcahr haTa"fo bcen'effeftX’, B!ffc "P°. or and 
ianc[s r f VCnUC * on pP^ n ^'ft^tto't^e other farmKl 

ns appears bv'thc ta S^°us to government, 
Lane, a member of our A 7 

m?4 in - tL “ n - 
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f" By the* proceedings it 'appears, that the Cal- 
cutta lands' h*avc been completely fanned,- but as 
fomeoftbc farmers have flown off from their 
engagements^ 3 and abfeonded/ and the execution 
of the title deeds with the reft is delayed, we have 
hitherto been prevented from finally adjufting 
this bufinefs ; we fliall therefore defer tranfmit- 
ting a further flatcment of thefc lands till the next 
fhip, as well as that of Midnapore, the fettlemcnt 
of which is now in great forwardnefs. , , 

In purftiance of your pofitive injunctions, we 
have been endeavouring for foiric time paft, to 
collfctft the fuileft information concerning the fait 
bufinefs in Bengal,’ that we may be enabled to 
form fuch' regulations as (hall appear thc'bcft 
calculated for ftcuring the duties of government 
upon that article, and for the general benefit of the^ 
trade ; for our proceedings in thefe matters, as 
far as \ve have hitherto been able to efFcft, wc re- 
fer you to the confultatipris'now tranfmicted, and 
particularly to that of ’the 7th of October ; and’ 
as this’fubjedt is one of the fir ft' that will Tall un- 
. derour confideration, we expect in our uext ad- 
vices to furnilhyou withja complete Bate of it, 
k The Hugh ley difputed balances of fait, which - 
have been a 'matter of conrention and difficulty for„ 
thefe two years paft, we have at length happily 
adjufted,' as recorded in our proceedings of the 1 it* 
of October. 

~ The pufhtebundy, or cuftom of Tlugfiley, as 
well' as thofc'of the pachetra at MurJhadabad, 
have not been let to farm, but continue to be col- 
lected by the officers of government, in order that 
no r obftacle may occur in new modelling the 

fource 
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/ource of your revenue, agreeably to your inftruc- 
dons. At prefent we wait for advices and lurcher 
light from the committee of circuit at Dccc?, con- 
cerning the lhawbundcr, or head cuftom'boufe in 
that diilrift, being furnilhed with thofc, we (hall 
proceed to form one general and uniform plan for 
the collection of duties, which will be duty tranf-, 
xnitted for your information. * 

The humane attention ihewn in your commands 
of the 30th of June, 1769, and recommended in 
many of your letters iince that date, to the rights 
of the zemindars, who have inherited land Iron) 
their a’nccftors, encourages us to folicit your com- 
paflion for the ancient proprietors of the tvvepty- 
lowx ptfgvmnate, ox Calcutta lands, which became 
the company's zemindaries by the treat)’ of Plyfiey, 
and from which they were confcquently difpof- 
felTed. A fmall part of thofc lands were before 
that time united with thezemindaries of Burdwan 
and Nuddea, whofe zemindars are. amply provi- 
ded for. The other zemindars and talookdars 
• .have continued fince that time in a Bate of ex- 
treme indigence ; feme of them have large fami- 
lies to maintain. It has been the ufual rule of the 
Mogul government, when any zemindar was di- 
verted of authority, to allow him a fubfirtance out 
of the rents of his zemindary, proportioned to the 
annual income of it; this proportion commonly 
amounted to'. one tenth : ’wc‘ would not recoin- 
mend fo large an allowance, for thele people ; we 
are perfuaded that they will be contented with a 
much more moderate income,* and receive irwitlx 
gratitude. A? this.induJgence has beep extended to 
jdi othef zemindars in both, the provinces, fihee 
. ‘ ' t * z.' j. .they 
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they were placed under your government, yvc have 
judged that this representation of the cafe of thofe 
who alone have been excluded from it would not 
be unacceptable to you. 

As the fettlement of the province of Bahar had 
been made for a term 0/ years, and therefore did 
not require an immediate alteration, we-ihall wait 
to finilh the whole of our regulations in Bengal 
before we attempt any innovations in that pro- 
vince. The only point on which wo think we can 
give you any previous intimation of our future 
proceedings in thofe parts, is, that we deem it 
proper to unite the collections with thofe of Ben- 
gal, and cftabhlh the fame regulations in both 
provinces, as^foon as we can do it with convc- 
mency/ and without adding to our prefent embar- 
laffments. , v 
r \ 

We are, with great refpedt, ' 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your moll faithful, 

1 Humble Servants, 

t r . ■> 

(Signed) AVarner Haftings, 8cc* M 


1 _ 1 

Port- Wjiliam, May 14,1 yys. 
At a Committee of Revenue. 1 
Read and approved the proceedings of the 10th „ 
inlfarj. , t ■* ^ 

I^b^s always been jcfolved, in confutation of t 
the *t 6 th ultimo, to let the lands of the province 
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in farms, and for long leafes ; and this refoUition 
.has beea communicated to the court of directors 
in the laft general letter. This, therefore, being 
the ground -work of ouj deliberations on the gene^ 
ral meafures which are to be taken for the future 
fettlement of the collections, it may not be im- 
proper in this place to aibgn the reafons which 
hate induced us to form tbefe refolutions. 

- There is no doubt, that the new mode of letting 
the lands in farm, is in every refpcCt the moll ehA 
gible :* it is the moll fimplc, and therefore the belt 
adapted to a government conftituted like that of 
the company which cannot enter into the detail 
and minutia of the collections. Any mode of 
agency by which the rents might be received, is 
•liable to uncertainty, to perplexed and inextrica- 
ble accounts, to an infinity of little balances, anjl 
to embezzlements j in a word, both theintcrcftof 
theflate and the property of the people muff beat 
the mercy of the agents ; nor is it an object of tri- 
vial confidcration, that the bufinefs of thcTcrvicc, 
already fo great, that much of it is unavoidably 
ncglcCted,' would be thereby rendered fo volumi- 
nous, and the attention of the board fo divided, 
that nothing uould be duly attended to ; the cur- 
rpnt affairs 1 would fall into irrecoverable arrears; 

the refolutions upon them be precipitate and de- 
fultory, the authority of the government ffit at 
noughr, the po ver which it muff neceffanlw dele- 
gate to others would be abiifcd, and thexmotl pcr*< 
nicious conff quenccs enfuc,.from the impoffibdityv 
of finding time to examine and corrcCt them, a 
that fuch would be the cafe we with 1 confidence 
affirm, fincc w e already experience the cxiffcnccr of 
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thefc evils in part, from the great encreafe of 
affairs, which has devolved the charges of this*, 
government, and the want of a reduced- fyftem, 
nolcfsjthan from a want of immediate infpectiorl 
and execution. This is a point well worth the at- 
tention of the board, in every propofition thfc 
may come bcforc.thcm as efientially refpedting the 
conflitution and general incerelts of the company. 

To let the lands for long leafes is a neccflary 
confequcnce of letting, them the farmer who^, 
holds his farm for one year only, having no intereft 
in the next, takes what he can withthc hand of 
rigour, which c\cn in -the .execution of legal' 
claims is often equivalent to violence : .he is undeC 
the neccflity of being rigid, and even cruel ; « for 
what is left in arrears after the expiration of his 
power, is at bed a doubtful debt, if ever reco\ ena- 
ble: he will he tempted to exceed the bounds of 
righr, and to augment his income by irregular ex- 
actions, and by racking the tenants ; for which 
pretence will not be wanting, where the farms pais 
annually from one hand to another. What fhould 
hinder him? He has nothing tolofc by the de- 
ferrion of the inhabitants, or the decay of cultiva- 
tion : fome of the richcft articles of tillage require a 
length of time to come to perfection ; the ground 
mutt be manured, banked, watered, ploughed} 
and foiled, or planted. Thcfc operations are be- 
“ gun in one fcafon, and coft a heavy expence, 
which is to be repaid by the crops of the fuccccd- 
ing year. What farmer will either give encou- 
ragement or affiftance to a culture to which another 
is to reap the fruits ? . 

Vol. IV., Kk. 
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The difeouragemepe which the tenant fee! 
from being transferred every year to new land* 
lords, are a great obiedion ro fuch fhort leafes, 
f hey contribute to injure the cultivation, and dif- 
pcople the lands; they deprive the induftrious 
ryotts of thofe aids known by the appellation of 
tuccaobee, fo cfientially necefTary to enable him to 
purchafe cattle, feeds, and utenfils of hufbandry, 
which a more permanent farmer will ever find it 
his mtereft to iupply, 23 a means of promoting an 
encrcafed cultivation ; and they of courfe prove an 
unfurmountable obftacle to bringing into an arable 
itate, the immenfe trads ofvvafte land which over- 1 
Ip read this fertile country. 

' ' The defefts of fhort leafes point out, as a necef- 
ury-conlequcnce, theoppofitc advantages of long 


, pointhefcijic farmer acquires a permanent id- 
tcrclt in his lands ; lie will for his ou n fake let out 
money for afliBingdiis tenants, in improving lands 
already cultivated, and in clearing and ^ltfvating 
wafle lands; he will not dare to injure the rents, 
nor encroach in qneyearon the profits of the next; 
becaufe, the future lofs which mull qnfue from 
liuch a proceeding will be Ins own ; the tenants 
™ grow familiar, zed to Ins authority ; and'a mo- 
uld attachment is more likely to proceed, fronva 
'long intercourfe between them, ‘Specially when 
blended, tbinffrom a. 
* raI >?"orjr conncflion which, is ready to. 
' ?nrV f ° r t “ Ca ” groiy i !nt0 ac quaintaiv;e., , ’ 
,iitn nn" e, ' e ? r ? l, i I “ :nts '' ,h;ch havonccurral to 

“ lu l’f° rt of ^et'ra'pompbn.ivhich, w.chaie 

‘ ; 'Already 
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already determined, namely, to difpofe of tfic 
lands to farm, and on long leafes. 

We arc happy to refieft the commands of our 
honourable mailers, m many of their late general 
letters, but efpecially ftcongly inculcate the fane 
opinion.” N 

The committee of fecrecy havings in their, lalt 
report laid before the houfe certain regularions 
concerning the revenues, tranfrmtted by the Uft 
ihipsto the court of directors, from the prefident 
and council at Fort -William, which contained 
alfo fome matters relative to the adminidration'of 
juftice in Bengal ; and confidering it as one of thd 
molt important objedts of their appointment, to 
report to the houfe an account of the Hate of ju- 
dicature in that country, as the ncceflary ground- 
work. for cftabldhing proper f regulations for th«S 
future admimftrntion of jufttce ; they have endear 
‘vfcured to collect the bed intormationnon that 
fubjedV; the fob (lance of which they noiv fubmif 
to the confidcration of the houfe. 

, In this enquiry, the committee have not only'' 
perufed all the papers in the books and correfpao- 
(,lencc of the company, which, as the fen. ants of 
the company informed them, contun any thing 
material on this jubjedt, but have alfo called be- 
fore them, and examined, feveral gentlemen, in 
vfhofe knowledge and experience ' they thought 
? tbey might bcil confide, in refpedt of the time of* 
their rcfulence, and their lituations in Bengal.. * * 
, ^ kymg before the houfe the refuk of this eo- 

quiry, the committee purpofe to< arrange it, under 
the following heads, into which the fubjedt feems- 
Catu rally to divide itfclf . firtt, The ftatc o T the 

country 
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country judicatures throughout the province of 
Bengal, as they lubfifted under the ancient con- 
flitution of the country: or, as they have been 
effected or altered by the influence of the com- 
pany, oy l its fervauts. Secondly, The lhte of 
judicature exifling m the fettlement of Calcutta, 
and in the fadtories and diflridts depending upon 
it, partly derived From the conftitution of the 
country, and partly eftablilhed by his majefty’s 
charters of jufticc. Thirdly, To ftate to the 
houfe fuch provifions as have been made by 
law, for the trial and punifhment, in England, of 
offences committed by the company’s fervants in • 
Bengal, to fpecify in what in fiances thole provi- 
fions have been attempted to be carried into execu- * 
tion, with the refult of the proceedings ; and to 
fubmit to the confideration of the houfe fome cir-^ 
cumftances, which appear to the committee greatly 
to obftrudt the efficacy of any remedy m England,.* 
as the law on that fubject is conftituted. >' 

Thefe feveral heads appear to the committee to 1 * 
compromife every point material _for the confide- 
ration of the houfe upon this fubje^V. r 1 

Under the firft of thefe heads, it feems to 'be .a • 
proper and necefary introdudion to explain, fo 
far as the committee have been able to learn, 1 the * 
ancient flate of judicature in that country, during J 
the vigour of the mogul government; and to trace > 
the gradual changes in the flate of judicature, from 1 
the various troubles and revolutions that have * 
lately occurred in that country • this will naturally - 
lead the confideration of the houfe to its moft im- v 
portant object, the alterations ‘which have been 
introduced in that iyflem, by thei influence- or 1 
authority 
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authority of the company,- or its-fervants ; and, ? 
confcquentlv, the prefcnt fituarion of judicature , 
and juftice in Bengal. 

In examining into the ancient con ftiturions of 
judicature in Bengal, during the vigour of the 
Mogul government, the committee chiefly cn- . 
qni red into the following points; the names and > 
dUVmftions of the fcvcral courts ; the judges in 
each ; the laws and rules by which they decided ; 
under what controul of appeal they lay ; under . 
what influence by the power of the government; i 
and, laftty, the purity or corruption that pre- . 
vailed, as far as the committee have been able, to ' 
difeover, in the adminiftration'of juflice in thefe 
courts. 

The committee find, from, the general account » 
given by the gentlemen examined before them, 
and alfo, from that contained in the books and 
coirelpondencc of the company, that, according * 
to the ancient conflitution of Bengal, the admini- 
ftration of juflice, both in the capital, and in the 
fcvcral, di drifts, was diftribuved into fcvcral 
branches of judicature, from the cxercifc of crimi- k 
Hal, civil, religious, and revenue jurifdiftion.. i 

The criminal court in every dirtrift was gene- < 
rally- known by the name of the Pbouzdary ; the 
zemindar, or. rajah of thediflrift, was the judge 
of this court : his jurifdiftion extended tn all cri-’, 
minaf cafes; but it appears to the committee, i 
that in fuch as were of a capital nature, the fen- ‘ 
tcnce was not to be executed until a report of the 
cafe was made to the governor at MurQxadabad, i 
and their orders received upon it. The proceed- q 
ings of this court were fummary. ‘The moftlire-t. 

k » ' quent 
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cjuent mode of pumfhtncnr, particularly where 
the acculcd was a man of wealth, w as by fine ; 
and every fine, impofed by authority of the court, 
was aEperquifite of the zemindar, bimfelf, by vir- 
tue of his tenure of the lands , the natural effects 
qf this circumftance, upon the fair adminiftration 
ofjufhce, appear to the committee to have been 
feverely felt, under the ancient conftitution of 
Bengal 

The court of civil jurifdnfhon in every diftn&v 
was generally known by the name of the adawlat,. 
the zemindar or raja. of the province was the 
judge alfo in this court t its judicature extended 
to all caufes between party and party the judge, 
as a perquifite of his office, was entitled to a 
chout, or fhare, of whatever was received in hrs 
court, which, as the committee have been in- 
formed, amounted to a fourth or fifth of thq 
whole value } 

It appears to the committee, that this- extraordi- 
nary circumllance m the conftitution ot that judi- 
cature, greatly affefted the confidence of thepeo^ 
p\c m its juftice , that parties were rclu&ant to 
refort to that tribunal , and tint hence it has long 
been a prevailing pradlice in Bengal, to refer mat- 
ters of controversy to arbitrators cholcn bv the 
parties. * 

J It appears to the commute**, that thef-tuffica, 
tures were not guided by anj regal r f) fiem of 
la^, that the khoran as the only° code, and its 
commentators the only authorities alio ved in than 
country , that where tHele affmded no rule «^t do 
q?Iorf,‘ the cuftom and ufage of the countrj / it 
applicable v to the cafe, vhee thc-J proper guide* 
■*“* but 
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but that the rules derived from thefe fources were; 
in general very loofe and uncertain ; and that the 
necdfary confequence of fo imperfedt a fyflicm of „ 
law, rendered the exercife of criminal arid c'jn il ju-. 
dicature s in Bengal, in a great meafure difcrc- 
tianary. * t , 

The witneffes examined by the committee did 
not entirely agree, with refped to the right of ap- 
peal fronvtlfe provincial courts of P hotted ary and 
Adawlat, to the refpedtive courts of the fame na-' 
turn at the capital ; but moft of thegentlemea itw, 
formed the committee, that fuch appeal certainly 
lay ; they all concurred in informing the commit- 
tee, that the power of government often inter- 
fered in the proceedings of the court* of julVtee ; ' 
that the general courfe of application for redrefs 
agiunftany proceeding of the court of juftice,; was 
to the power of government, efpecially when the 
party found himfelfin actuation to expedt its 
favour and protedtion and that the government^ 
upon fuch occalions, not only exercifed a difere^ 
tionary power over the proceedings of the counts, 
but frequently gave fuch remedy, or inflidted fueft 
puniihment, as they thought proper, without th& 
mtcrpolition of any judicature. 

It appears to the committee, thaf the want of 
fubordinate jurifdidtion in different parts of th& 
zemmdary diftridts,, was attended With much 
hardfbips to the lower clafs of people ; that fucli 
of them only as lived in the neighbourhood of the 
feat of judicature could have accefs to thefe tribu- 
nals, 'and that even to thefe, theexpences attend- 
ing fuirs in the courts, were almolt an entire ex- 
clusion of 1 the ptoflibility of obtain ing.jutfice by 
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law. That, on the other hand, the principal per- 
ions in the feveral diftri&s could feldom be 
brought under the authority of the courts, 3nd 
when they fubmitted to them, ty^ere able to defeat 
their jufttce by means of their influence with go- 
vernment. 

The committeefounditthe general fenfe of all the 
accountsthey have received yefpe&ingthefe courts, 
That t,he adminiftration of juftice, during the vi- 
gour of the ancient conftitution, was liable to great 
abufe and oppreffion; that the judges generally lay 
under the influence of intercll, and often under 
that of corruption; and that theinterpofition of go- 
vernment, from motives of favour or difpleafure,". 
was another frequent caufe of the perverfion of 
juflice. 

One material circumftance, that mud have 
greatly tended to encourage the abufe of this ju-_ 
dicaturc in thefe courts, appear to the committee 
to have been the want of any judicial regiftec of., 
their proceedings ; fo that there could not exift 
any authentic document 'of their proceedings, to' 
be the fubjeft of view to any fuperior authority. 

Caufcs refpefting religion, appear to have been 
diftinguhhcd from the ordinary courfe of judica- 
ture ; queflions of this nature were not trufled to v 
the judgment or diferetion of the temporal judges; 
in every fuch cafe, the judge before ■whom the 
queftion depended, wai obliged to call in theaf- 
li fiance of the cazee of the diftricb, and even tofub- 
mit to his authority in the decifion of the caufe. 
And the committee find, that the gentoo ifubje&s 
enjoyed a fimilar privilege,' with, refpedt to all 
cafes of religious nature, in which perform of that 
• perfuafion 
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pcrfuafioa were parties;’ for char, in every fuch 
cafe, it was necefiary , that the temporal judge 
fliould be affifted by a bramin of the.caft, particu- 
larly where the caufe was of fucb a nature as might 
be attended with the confequence of forfeiture 
of caft. ' > > 

* The committee 'find, that all the cjuifes re- 
fpe&ing the revenue, or the rents of the landj'Wcre 
under the cognizance of a peculiar court in every 
diftrift : it appears, that formerly the zemindar 
•or rajah held the authority of the judicature alf<? • 
hutMr. Sykes informed the committee, that, C ar 
fome yeais before the acquifition of the dewannee, 
■this jurifdi&ion of the zemindar nad gone into 
difufe, and had fince been e\ercifed by the naib 
Duan, appointed in every diftridt by the pijnci- 
pal Duan at Murlhadabad, that this oScev* deci- 
ded in all caufesof revenues ; but that appeal jay 
from his decifions to the principal Duan. v - • 

With refpeeb to the. courts clfcblifhed ar the ca- 
pital, the committee apprehend, that they could 
not prefertt to the Jvoufe, any account fo fatisfac 7 
tory as that which is contained in a letter lately 
received by the court of directors from the gover- 
nor and councib of Fort- William, dated, the, 3d 
of November, 1772; and the committee have in* 
fated an extracts hereof, fo far as it relates tq the 
fupjeCt of ' the adminidration of jufi.ice,i tog^tnpf 
tvilh^tho [rlan therein propofedfor that purpofc, 
being of opihion that it contains materials of grp at 
importaoce/i and’ deferring the feripus confidcra- 
tion'pf* thehoufe.j Upon* the p refen t, fubje&of 
the courts'.eftablifhed byan ancient conftituxioij 
artthe capita^ oFflps, province, , the committee 
i-Votr-iy. Ll " thiqk 
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think it, proper to abftradt: very fhofrly, the -prin- 
cipal fub fiance of the account given at largest 
thele courts, in the lettcuof the committee of cir- 
cuit to the council of Fort-William,* tranfmitted in 
the above-mentioned' letter to the court of di- 
rectors. < * . ' 

According to that letter, the courts ard as. fol- 
lows : The riazim, as fupreme magiftratc, prefidcs 
perlonally in the trials*of capital offenders, and 
holds a court every Sunday, called the Roy Adaw- 
lat ; crimes not capital are tried before the phouf- 
dar, but reported to the liazim for his judgment 
and fentence. <■ 

The duan is the proper judge of all caufcs re- 
lating to real cilates or property in lands, but ftl- 
dom cxcrc'ifcs this authority in nerfon:- the darogo 
adawlat, dewannee, or deputj of the duan,< cxer- 
cifes this jur’.fdi&ion. - ' 

The darogo adawlat al Aalca is the judge of all 
cafes of property, except rbofe which' refpedt 
land and inheritance ; and alfo takes cognisance of 
quarrels, frays, 'and abufive names. . v 
The cafee is the judge in all claims ofinheri- 
tance and lucceffion, affined by the muftee, '"who 
is the expounder of the law ; and alfo^by the 
mohtcftb, a magiflrate whofe imtncdiAtc duty is 
to fuperintcpd the weights and mcalures,-’aad 
’other matters of police. 1 The manner cf pro- 
ceeding in the cafcc's court is, that after hearing 
-thecaufc, the mu free writes the fettiv?, or law 
applicable to it, and the cafee pronounces, judg- 
pruit accordingly ; unleA he, or the molinJib, 
difapproves of the fettiva; in' 1 which 3 cafe} the 
caulcts referred tothenazim, 'wjio-lijmmons’tbc 

Ilkfs, 
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Illafs,-or general aflembly, confining of the ca- . 
zee,‘&c. and all the Jearncq in the, law, to meet, 
and ‘decl4e upon fe» whofe-decifion is fiqal. } 

- Such appear? to the ( commitee to have been the^ 
fyftem of judicature, eftabliflicd by the 'ancient 
qonftitution of Bengal; but the committee cannot 
conclude this part of the fubjedf without observ- 
ing, That, fo far as they are able to judge from 
all j the information laid before them \ the fubi^ds. > 
of the Mogul empire in that province, derived 
ljttle protection or fecurity from thefe courts ; * 
and, that, in general, though forms of judicature 
were eftnblilhed and ; prefervcd, the defpotic prin- 
ciples of the government, rendered them the, in- 
ftrumentsof power rather than ofjulVice", not only 
unavailing to protect the people, but r often the, 
iueans r of the mod grievous oppreffions, under the 
cloak of judicial character. r ^ ^ ‘ ( ^ 

; The comibittee having enquired in wliat man- 
pe^the Englilh company, ,or itsfervants, ufed ; tj> 
proceed, duringthc ancient government, to compel 
payment of their debts ,from any of the natjvcs 
not refiding under the Britilh flag, they weie in- 
formed by feveral of the witnefTcs, that, where- 
the debtor, was a perfon dependent on, “or con- 
nected with the, company in thc^courfe qf com-, 
merce, and refiding (as thofe perfqns' generally 
did) in the- neighbourhood of any o£ thebompa-, 
ny’s fettlements,i the general practice wa^ to jay, 
’hpld of his perfon by their own { authority^ wjth-, 
out applying to any court or olKcer jofbhegovern- 
,mcnt ; that they iometimes ventured td exercifc 
.the fame right^even where t{ye’,(jcbtor did not fall 
Under that deferiptiop ; but thai; this, was an.abufy, 
-u * ' though" 



~r »«♦ ] 


thtogh generally over-looted by the government 
at .^former cafe, the gorntTmcnt 5 
alloacdand countenanced, the pratfticc of fcirim 
and detaining the debtor, it being much thedif 
pofition of the government to give all pofliblc cm 
2“>» Enropeansf from .fhofe e om 
“ nratres C ' r in Un, 7 ^"1"' fl ' c!l con£ deral.!e ad- 
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&n to make ufc of either of thefe wap to com. 
Krva P nT C f “"I d ' bts >° Ih = ™mL„y, ctfts 

The committee were further informed ,V 
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feiviug their debtors, "nd had ev Pr ! Vilt § 4 ',° 

ss^~£SSbss: 

lately received b v r h c^f ^ ** f ' cret ^^fulrorio'^ 

haviL b«"S nmhfCTf* t , h3 " his P«ai« 

counefl, the French, iu « f and 

“under'the countrv nm MyS hcId * d excreted 
-fidenr and conned £52?' * bUt ,h ‘ 1 
filled that, he French ffiourn'o ^ P r «enfinn, and in; 

debt?; tJZVZJ°rt paymcnc“of ^beif 
ddpute has bccn.lTn^ tZZZ, ^ * 

Thtf 
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' The committee having hid before die. houfe^ 
this fuccindt view of the ancient ftatc' of judica- 
ture in Bengal, now ptoceed to* date th^refuit of 
their enquiry, with refpe&to the alterations it has 
undergone' fi nee the decline"' of the Mogul govern- 
ment, and the introduction of the company's in- 
fluence in Bengal. 

« Mr. Syke’s (who from the time of his refidence 
and different fituations in Bengal, had the beft op- 
portunities Of information on this fubjeCt) in- 
formed the committee, that;*- in his opinion, du- 
ring the firft pertod of'Meer Jaffier’s government, 
although he had been raffed to the naboblhip by" 
the power and influence of the Englifli, the ad- 
miniftration of juftice continued m its former 
courfe, withoutany interruptioh or alteration from 1 
that power which had iriade the revolution ;• that, 
"dufiug the government of Coffim Ally Cawn, the 
Enghlh influence began to operate, not only in 
confequence of the revolution itfelf, accoraplifhed 
by their power, but becaufe from that rime many 
of the Englifti,“with or Svithoutthecdhfent of the’ 
presidency, dffperfed themfelves over the country, 
and engaged in its incerior commerce, which of- 
ten led them to interfere' with the judicature and 
government of the country; (iti which his evi- 
dence is much confirmed by fevcral letters, prints 
cd from the country correfpondence," in the ap^ 
pendixtothe firft' report to the committee ap- 
pointed to enquire into the nature, {fete, and con- 
dition of the Eaft India company, and of the Bri- 
thhaffairs in the Eaft Indies ; that bcfides'Coffim’s 
attention was fo much turned to themcrcafe of his 

revenue. 
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revenue, that he gave very little regard to the ad* 
miniftratioji of jufhee, or to the maintenance of 
thitApatt of his authority againft the encroach- 
ments' of the Englifh fubjedts refiding in his ter- 
mones, further than was neccflary for fecunng 
the collection of his revenue?. * ^ 

The third revolution made by the JEnglifh, in. 
reftoring Meer Jaffier, neceflarily added to- their 
power and influence in the whole administration of 
governmentin Bengal, and of coutfc rendered tbe 4 
ad minift ration of jufticc in the judicatures of the 1 
country very liable to be fwayed or influenced* by 
any feivantof the company, whofe fituation gave 
him an opportunity, and whofe intereft afforded 
him incitement, to interfere into any of thcirju\ 
dicial proceedings. J * ‘ 

Mr. Keir informed the committee, that flnee 
the eftablifliment of thci Englifh power in Bengal 
on Jts jjrefcnt footing, the* banyans ^f’Enghlh' 
gentlemen, wherever they reflde, entirely govern 
the'edurts' of judicature, and that they even fre- 
quently fit as judges in thefc courts. ‘*s } 

Mr. Jefcyl, upon the fame fuhjc£V, faid, Thatf 
vvhiUthe.was at Patna, in 1771, the members of 
the company's council fat alternately m the reve- 1 
venue court at that place, together with the* 
njah. \ 1 ' b ' -■} 

• But ( though thc/e fucceflive revolutions,’ eri- 
tircly accomplilhcd by the Englifh powdr in Ben- 
gal'] rtcccfranly rendered their influence very’ ope- 
rative in thd affairs of the government; and aP 
though it appears, to the committee^ from the pe- 
rn &lof fcveral’ letters,’’ printed" in' thcappendix tq 

! the 1 
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the before-mentioned report of. the committee a p- 
pcinced to enquire into the nativ c date and condi- 
tion of the Ealt- India company, and of the Britith 
affairs in the Indies, that the gotpalbhs of the 
fervants of rhe company frequently afiumed to 
themfelvcs the cxercife of judicature ; yet it does 
not appear, that any alteration in the legal con- 
flitution of the judicatures of the country was made 
before the acquifition of the dewaonce. 

- But the committee find, that fincc the acquifi- 
tion of the dewannee, fotnc alterations ha\e been 
made, and a variety of regulations propofed, rc- ; 
fpe&ing the admimftration of juft ice ; but as to the 
ef&ft, the committee are "not able to give the 
hqufe any fatisfattory information. |; , , 

Mr. Sykes, who was appointed refident at the 
durbar, in Oilober, 1765, informed the commit- 
tee, that, immediately upon entering into that 
office, heap plied to the government for the efta- 
bhfhmenc of fomc new courts of judicature, but 
without propofing any alterations in thofc already 
eibbhflicd ; that having obferved, that the poor 
inhabitants were, in general, unable to obtain 
juliice in the ancient courts, he rccommended'to 
the mim(ler* at Murfhadabad, to eftabhlh there, 
and m each of thc^provinccs, a court tor the deci- 
fion of all caufes, not exceeding the value of five 
hundred rupees ; that this was accordingly carried 
into execution, the court of Murfhadabad, con- 
fining of twelve perfons of the heft chandler, ap- 
pointed by the admmiftration, with adequate fab- 
rics; and the provincial courts conftiruted in the 
fame manner, but confiding only of , fix judges ; 
that all thefe judges are bound by the moft fa- x 
> Icmn 
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lemn oaths to adminifter-juftice uprightly, and 
pot to receive, dircCtly or indirectly, any emolu- 
ments whatfocvcr, befides their falary, in the ex- 
ercife of their judicial fundion ; that they fat by 
.rotation, three at a time, and appeal lay from 
thefe courts in the provinces, to that at Murlba- 
dabad. 

Mr. Bechcr informed tire committee, that he 
found fuch a court exilhng at the time of his ap- 
pointment to be refident at the durbar, in January, 
1769; but the committee cannot help oblemog, 
ihat no notice is when, ip the difpatchcs lately 
received from the prefident and council at Fort- 
William, of any court now exiftitig at Murlha- 
dabad, which was eftablilhed fince theacquifition 
of thedewannee. 

Mr.’ Sj hes added, that, during the time of his* 
continuing refident at the durbar, no alteration 
was made rcfpe&iag the courts of judicature-; for 
that it had been determined and directed by the 
company, that whilft they made nccclFary re- 
formation, they lhould adhere as much as poffiblc 
to the forms of the eftabliflaed government. , ' 

Mr. Becher, who fucceedcd Mr, Sykes, "in Ja- 
nu in-, 1769, as refident at the durbar, informed 
the committee, that he allotted one day in every 
week to infpeCt the proceedings of the fupreme 
courts at Murfhadabad : he added, that, as red- 
dent at the durbar, he poflcflcd ,a very extenibe 
authority, but that he could fafeiy a; er he had 
alwajspfed it to promote juftice, and proteCt the 
natives from injury. 

t> Mr. Vereltt t who refilled forne years as the prin- 
cipal ferv ant of the company, in the provinces of 
Chittagong 
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Chittagong and Burdwan, ’(ceded by Coffim Aliy 
Cawn) before he became prefident of Bengal ; irr 
his evidence upon this , fubjedt, obferved to the 
committee, that, before the acquifition, of the de- 
wannee, it had been found by experience, that it 
was very poffible to maintain the forms of the- 
ancient country judicatures \ and at the fame time, 
correct many abufes which had ciept into the ad- 
miniftration of jufticc,; for that the company had 
followed this plan, and fecn its efficacy in thole 
provinces which had been ceded to them in the 
year 1760, by Coffim Ally Cawn ; and that there- 
fore the feleft committee at Calcutta hadrefolved 
to purfue the fame courfe, wjth refpedt to all th$ 
other provinces, upon the acquifition* of the dc- 
wannee. ' , 

* Such is the, account that the above-mentioned 
fervants of, the company have given the committee, 
of the various % fteps they, have taken in their re- 
fpeftive departments ; but it, does not appear to 
the committee what effects, may have thence re- 
fulted towards the better adminiflration ofjuilice. 

The committee will now (late the fubftanfc of 
fomc of the moft material letters that palled , be- 
tween the court of directors, the prcfidency 'at 
Fort- William, the council of revenue at Murlha- 
dabad, the naib dur\n and the fupervifors of the 
fevcral diftridts, on the fubjedt of the propofed 
regulations in the adminiflration ofjuflice, tog9- 
thcc with fome of the reports made by thefc gen- 
tlemen to the relident at the durbar, refpedting, 
particular cafes occurring in their refpedtivc 
dlflridls, following the order of the dates. 

Vot. IV. - Mm 1 ' I* 
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In a general letter to the felefl; committee at 
Bengal, March 16, 1768, the codrt of directors 
recommend to them, to endeavour to introduce 
laws of inheritance, and as near as pofliblc to the 
fpjrit of the laws of this- country; particularly, to 
endeavour to abolilh the power of feizingthe 
effefls of thofe who die without children ; and to 
introduce the right of bequeathing by will ; re- 
ferring to their judgment how far they could be 
done confiftent with the claims of the rajahs and 
landholders, and the eftablilhed cuftoms of the 
country. 

The committee find, that in the following year 
fuper-intending commiffioners were appointed to 
the feveral diftricVs of the province, not^ only to 
watch over the aftual adminiftration of juflicein 
the courts ; but alfo, to enquire into all the de* 
fe&s and abufes in their conftitution or practice, 
and to report their obfervations thereon. 

The inltrudtions 1 of the prefident and council, 
communicated by the refidentac the durbar to the 
fupervifors of the feveral diftndts, after obferving 
the degree of corruption to which the courts of 
judicature were degenerated, and particularly the 
milchievous contequences of allowing arbitrary 
v fines, and the compromife of offences, diredt the 
fupervifors to check every fuel} compofition, and 
m matters of property to recommend arbitration as 
much as pofiible ; and to inculcate into the minds 
of the people, that their qnlv objett is to provide 
lor their relief and happinefs : that in capital cafes 
f thcfcntence fliould be referred to the prefident 21 
' the durbar, and by him to the mmifter, to approve 
or mitigate if, according to the nature of the cafe ; 

* l * . 1 „ , •that 
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that they ftiould eftablifli regifters of all cdufes atld 
deternjmations, to be lodged m the pridci^pal cut- 
chcrry of the province* and that ap authenticated 
copy be transmitted to Murfliadabad^ that 'they 
endqavour'to reform all the corruptions which hive 
encroached on the primitive rights of the Mahom- 
.medans and Hindoos, particularly ip refpedt to 
the arbitrary impofitions of fines j that all perfons 
claiming any judicial or religious authority Ihould 
be fummoned to produqe their funnud s » a ^d that 
regifters of the iunnuds fliould be kept, ih order to 
prevent any from exercifing any judicial, because 
a lucrative fundhon, who is not appointed by 
government, if a Mahometan, or elected ' by Ind 
caft, if a Hmtjooj that the forfeiture of* calt lhall 
# ncvcr be inflicted in any cafe but by fentcnce by 
the bramin, in a regular pjocefs, and upon clear 
proof of the offence? but that, as the pojice of the 
-Mahometan government had provided,, that where 
a Hindoo has legally forfeited his caft, he cannot be 
roftored to it without the fapdinpn of the ‘govern- 
ment* that this principle fliould bejtept up as a 
diredfc afllruon of the fubordinatioffof the Hindoos, 
who are a very confiderable majority of the fub- 
jeeb. 

The court ofdiredtorsalfofent, out orders to thefts 
commifiioners, dar^d the 1 51b of September, 1769, 
directing. That they fhouJd i .raakc ftridt and fpcvdy 
enquiry into the proceedings of the courts of jus- 
tice throughout their flttlements, and that jf an) ex- 
traordinary powers have interfered to interrupt the 
courfe and adminiftration of jufhce ? (they fhould, 
without. delay, correct a ILfuch abufes ; and jn par- 
ticular directing, that they Ihould procure the en- 



L *70 1 

tire abolition of the 'ancient cuftom of with-hold- 
ing, under the name of Mont, a large lliare of all 
the property recovered in the courts ; and that jf 
they fhould find the eftablilhed courts fo imper- 
fectly conftituted, as not to be adequate to the 
right adminiftration of juftice, they ihouid apply 
to the government, and obtain firmaunds for erec- 
ting fuch new judicatures as fhould appear moll 
adequate for that purpofe. 

The committee find, that thefc commifiioncrs 
accordingly aflumed and cxercifed the right of fu- 
perintending and reviewing the proceedings of 
the courts of jufticc, in their feveral diflridts •, that 
where any calc of difficulty, or peculiar importance 
occurred, they reported a ftate of the proceedings 
to the refident at Murffiadabad, in order that he 
might lay it before the government,* and return 
loch orders as the nabob, or Iris mini fie rs with his 
approbation, lhould direct. This pra&ice accord- 
ingly has prevailed throughout Bengal, and 
appears to the committee to be - the Urongeft 
evidence of the abfolute (Way and controul, to 
which the whole admtnillration of government, and 
particularly the courts ofjudice, have fubmitttd 
fince the company’s acceffion to the dewannee. 

In a letter from the felect committee at Fort- 
William, dated the 30th of September, 17 69, m 
anfwer to a letter from the dir edtors, dated the nth 
of November, 1768, defiring to be informed, 
whether there layany appeal from the two courts 
at Decca ; the committee Cay, That thefe courts 
are held bn the fame footing as others m the dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and that appeals are 
frequently made from them to the nabob, and to 

r th ‘ 
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the rcfident at the durbar, who makes proper en- 
quiry into, and decide ultimately, tha cauils fo 
t brought before them. - . 

April 1772, letter from the council of reve- 
nue at Mmffiadabad to the prefident and council. 

This letter mclofes a memorial frem the naib 
doan, on the fubject of arbitnuon, accurately 
difhnguifhing fuch caufes as are proper for that 
mode of dectfion, and fuch. as muft be deckled by 
the courts of judicature accoiding to the law : of 
the latter kind, he ftates alt difputes of inheritance, 
property, purchafcs, alignments, and the like $ 
that thefe cafes depending upon the laws of the 
„ Scriptures according to the orders of the Almighty 
and his Prophet, cannot be.proper fubje&s of ar- 
bitration ; far the right rnuft be decided according 
to the precepts of the, law, and) common „ arbitra- 
tors cannot be proper judges thereof ; that cafes of 
mifdemeanors, or otlence by one fubject to ano- 
ther, cannot be referred to arbitration, bur mult 
be- judged and punilhed by proper officers of juf r 
tice,and much more efpecially, crimes of a higher 
magnitude muft undergo the judgment of the law 
itfelt ; that, on the other hand, in cafes of debt, 
account, or other commercial concerns, arbitra- 
tion is the beft mode of decifion ; that he h ad ( ac- 
cordingly iffued orders to the officers of the courts 
of jufticein theleveral diftrifts, that in all mattert 
of debt, trade, petty quarrels, and ordinary oc-„ 
currenues, where the parties are willing to refer, 
they ihould appoint arbitrators, and chat regime red 
be duly kept in the court of adawlar, of all caufes 
v decided in that way. , .« , 

Thi; 
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• The letter of the council of revenue reprefenri 
the neceffity of rdlriftmg the orders relative to 
arbitrations to f ch cafes fpecifisd for that purpofe 
in the naib duan’s memorial ; for thatit would be 
productive of the greateft dUTatisfa&ion in the 
country, if that mode of decifion was to be fubfti- 
tuted in the place of judicial determinations, in 
fuch cafes as fall under the firft principles of the 
Mahometan laws ; that fuch a mcaTure would be 
"regarded by all the Mahometans as an infringe- 
ment to their religion and cuftoms, would excite 
great difeontent and apprebenfions, and -peihapS 
tie liable to an obftinate and inflexible oppofition. 

In the anfwer from theiprefident and council to, 
the council of revenue,' they entirely affect to -the 
difti nation propofed in the above-letter; declaring, 
that all cafes of inheritance, marriage, or other 
matters for -which the Mahometan law has made 
^ro\ifion, 'and itkewife matters refpcfttng .inheri- 
tance,' and the particular laws, and ulhgc ,of the 
call of'the Gentoos, fhould be decided by the 
’eftablilhcd magiftrates. afiiftcdtby the proper per- 
fons of the refpedtive religion, according to the 
laws 'and ufages of each. i * * 

' The council of revenue, in a letter to the prefi* 
dent and council. May 1772, inclofed a remon- • 
itrance of the na-b duan, refpefting that part of 
the inflruQioosin the I aft letter of the preftdencand 
■council, which directed, that in cafes of the inhe- 
ritance of the Gentoos, -and magiftrates should be 
•a Hilled by the bramifts of i the caft t to which the 
.-parties belong; in that -memorial the. naib duan 
, ftrongly remonftrates againft allowing a.:bramin to 
'be called into the decifion of any matter of inheri- 

f tance, 
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t-mce, or other difpute of Gentoos.^ That fines 
the eftabUlhment of the Mahometan, dominion in. 
Hindoftao, the bramins had never been admitted 
to any fuch junfdidtion : that to order a magi ft rate 
of the faith to decide in conjunction with a bramin - 
would be repugnant to the rules of the faith, and 
an innovation peculiarly improper in a country un- 
der the dominion of a muflulman .emperor : that 
where the matter in difputc can be decided by a * 
reference to bramins, no interruption had ever been 
given to thatmodnof decifion; but; that when they 
think fit to refort to the eftablifhed judicatures Of 
^the country, .they, mu ft fubmit to a decifion ac~ 

- cording to the rulesand principlcsof that law, by 
which alone thefe courts are authorifed to judge ; 
that there would be the greateft ablurdity in fuch 
an afib elation of judicature, becaufe die bramin 
would determine according to^ the precepts and 
ufages of his caft, and the.magift rates mull decide 
according to thofe of the Mahometan law i that 
in many inftances .the rules of the Gentoo and 
Muflulman laws, even with refpeft. to the. inheri- 
tance and fucceflion, differ materially from each 
other. . 

.The committee alfo find, thit in feveral letters 
from the different chiefs to the prefident and coun- 
cil, on the fubjedt of arbitration, they ftate confi- 
derable difficulties occurring in any regular efta- 
bhlhment of that mode of decifion, as well from 
the reluctance of parties to refer, and of perlbns 
chofen arbitrators to undertake the office, as from 
the fubfequrnt delays that have been found in the 
execution of it ; and therefore concluding, that 
the introduction of that plan of decifion, in cafes 

proper 
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pwpct fot It, twift. be the gradual work oC time, 
afliftcd by the encouragement of the company’s fer-. 
vants, and could not be brought into practice by 
any cftabliftiment of the authority. 

The committee find, by the lalt difpatchcs from 
Bengal, that a committee of circuit was ellabliflied 
laft-jear, confiding of the prifulentand four other 
gentlemen of the council, for the purpofe of ma- 
king an exa£t ferutiny into the date of the reve- 
nues and judicatures of the fcvcral diltntts of the 
province ; that in confequcoce of this appointment 
the committee of circuit have propofed a plan for 
the- admimllration of jufticc. Some of the mod 
material proportions ate, 

That Jn each diftridt two courts of jufiice Ihould 
be cdabl'lhed, one by the name of MafufibI Dew- 
annee Adawlat, or provincial court of Dewannee, 
for civil caufes ; the other for all crimes and mifde- 
meanors by the name of Phovdiiaty Adawlat, or 
the court of Phouzdarrec ; the only civil caufes 
excepted from the jurifdittion of the Dewannee 
Adawlat, 10 be_ the right of fucceflion to zemin- 
darres and i^lucdarrces, which are to be lefc.to. 
the decifion of the prfefidenc and council., * - 
That the dewannee courts the collector 'of, each 
diflrict lliall prefide on the part of the company, 
in their quality of king’s > dewan, attended by the 
provincial dewan, appointed by theprefid'ent an{i 
courcil, and other officers of the cutcherry ; tint 
in the phouzdary court the cazee and mufitu of tl - 
cliftndt, and two maulavies, fiiall fie to expound the 
law, and determine upon the charge ; but that the ( 
colltftor ihall attend to the proceedings of this 

. court* 
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tburr, to fee that they are properly conduced, afid 
the drcifion fair and impartial, according to the* 
evidence *, and that Ho caufe fhall be heard and , de- 
termined but in the open court regularly afiemblcd. 

That in like manner, two fuperior courts fhall 
beeftablilhed at the chief feat of the government! ' 
under .the denominations of the dewannee, fodder 
ddavvlat, and "the nizamut fudder adawlat,; that 
the former fhall receive appeals from the provin- 
cial, dewannee, of any caufes not exceeding, five 
hundred rupees, the president with two members 
of the council prtfiding therein, attended by thsf. 
duan of the khalfa and other officers of the cut- 
cherry ; that the latter fhall have cognizance to re- 
■vife all the proceedings of the phouzdary courts i 
tliar a, chief officer of juft ice, appointed by, tbd 
nazim, ftiall prefide in this court, by the title of 
daroqo adawlar, affifted by the chief cazee, thd 
chief mufftee, and three capable - maula^us but 
under the fupcrintendance and controulof ihe com- 
pany’s chief council* 

That there be alfo two courts of adawlat efta-* 
bliftted at the feat of government, on -the fame 
plan as thofe of the diftritts ; in the dewani.ed 
court a member of the council to prefide, and in 
the phouzdary another member of the council to 
fupentuend ; thefc duties being performed by the 
members in rotation. 

That caufes not exceeding ten rupees, be dec;-, 
ded finally by the head farmer 'of the purgunnah 
to which the parties belong* , > , 

That complete records of all caufes fhall be 
kept in the dewannee court, and copies of then! 
transmitted, twice a month, to the fupreme civil 

Vor.. IV* N n * coo.* 
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cour£ through the channel of the prefident and 
council. 

That there (ball be a time fixed for thelimita- 
tion of fuits and complaints. 

Upon this point it is obferved, that, both by 
the Mahometan 2nd Hindoo laws, and by the uiage 
of the country, all claims which have laid dormant 
for twelve years, whether land or ’mon<jy are in- 
valid. 

That the cuftom of chout, or any commiffion or 
money recovered, as well as all arbitrary fines, be 
aboliihed. 

That the practice of individuals exercifing au- 
thority over their debtors, bo entirely abolifhed. 

That in all cafes of account, dfibt, and the like, 
it fhall be recommended to the parties to fubmic 
their caufes to arbitrators, whole award fhall be 
made a decree of thedewannee court. 

Tha't complete records fhall be kept at the 
phouzdary court, and tranfmitted twice every 
month, ro the fupreme criminal courr, through 
the channel of the prefident and council ; but that 
the proceedings in capital trials are to be tranfmit- 
ted as foon as clofed ; that this court fhall have 
power to punifii either by fine or imprifonment, or 
to mflidt corporal, but not capital, punifhinent ; 
that in capital cafes the trial,, with th$ opinion of 
the court, being tranfmitted to the fupreme crimi- 
nal court,' and having obtained their confirmation', 
fhall be ultimately referred' to the nazim for his 
fcntence. * . / 

The committee find, that thefe regulations were 
approved of by. the prefident and council/ at , a 

con- 
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confuttation at Fort William, the twenty fifth of 
Auguft, 1772. 

The committee have now gone through all the 
materials they are^ble to lay before the houfe, * 
with refpedt to the ancient conftiiution, and prefent 
ftate of judicature in Bengal ; they proceed now 
to the fecond ( headof this inquiry. The judicature 
exiftmg at Calcutta ; in treating of which, they 
will firft lay before the houfe an account of the 
courts derived out of the conftitution of the coun- 
try ; and fecondly, of thole eftabldhed by his ma- y 
•jetty's charters of juftice. 

Of the courts eftablifhed at Calcutta, and its de- 
pendencies. < 

Until the charter of juftice granted to the-com- 
pany in the thirteenth year of his late majefty, the 
only courts of juftice that exifted m Calcutta were 
derived out of the conftituion of the country, and 
nearly fimtlar to thofe that have been explained 
above. 

Soon after the eftablifhment of the fettlement 
at Calcutta, near the end of the laft: century, the 
Englilh company obtained from the then nabob; 
the zemmdary rights of the diftrifts round the fet- 
tlement, by which they became the, zemindar of 
that diftridi, with all the rights incident to that 
office, amongft which, as ftated above, is the cri- 
minal, civil, and religious iurifdi&ion of the 
diftrift. 

Mr. Gregory, after explaining to the commit- 
tee the feveral country jvmldidhons, added, that 
the company exercifes thefe feveral jurifdidtions 
* within 
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within the diftridt of Calcutta ; and that he under-” 
flood, this was in confcqucnce of their being the 
zemindar of ihediftrift. 

1 he zemindary courts eflablifhed in Calcutta, 
are, the fouzdary, for the trial of crimes ; the 
court of cutchci ry, for civil caufes; and the col- 
lectors court, for matters of revenue 

T.he original 3nd proper nature of thafe courts 
has been flated above ; the committee will now 
flitc fuch circumflinces as are peculiar to the zc- 
mmdary courts at Calcutta, 

The criminal courts tries all 'crimes committed 
by the natives, and, in this refpeft, has a con- 
current jurifdi&ion with the court of oyer and 
terminer, ‘eflabltlhed by the charter of juflice, one 
judge only fits in that court, appointed by the go- 
vernor and council. 


Mr. RufR.Il informed the committee, that for* 
merly one of the council was appointed to, this of- 
fice, but thatfince the increafc of other bufinefs in 
the council, this duty has been trufled to junior 
ervan ts, one of the council being appointed month; 
ly to iuperintend. , 

In capital cafes, three members of the board lit 
as judges in this court, and before execution of the 
lenience, the proceedings mull be laid before Ibc 
governor and council. , 

.-7?* C ?“ rtS of t ' VCT: ‘ l judges, silo 

appointed by the governor and council, out of the 
jumor fiitvants but ftldom more than one afluaily 
natives S C °T h ,r S l” 10 '®*! of all caufes between 
rnmm-j, T* 3 “V® Mr ‘ Whituf informed die 
committee) in caufes between a native and an Euro, 
pean, whet? the latter is plaintiff, burin this cafe. 


the 
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the natives may remove the caufe into the major’s 
court. « 1 

1 he rule of judgment in thefe courts is fuppofed 
to he the cuftomsand ulage of the country ; and 
where no cuftom or ufage applies, it is the difcre- , 
tion of the judge., Formerly the chout (the fourth 
part of every thing revered) was an allowed per^ 
quifite in the civil court, but on a reprefentation to 
the prendent and council, it was aboliihed. 

Appeal lies’from the civil court to the governor 
and council. The cuftom- of fending-caufes ta 
arbitrators prevails'in this court, as in the other 
diftrifts of Bengal ; and, as Mf. Whittal informed 
the committee, is often done without the confenc 
of cither party, ' 

The committee find, that in April, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy one, a difpute 
arofe between Mr. Furling, a 2emindar at Calcut- 
ta, and Mr. Rous, fupervifor at Rajefhatiy, with 
refpeft to , the right of’ the zemindar at Calcutta! 
demanding two perfons, redding in the diftrt€fc of 
Uajcfliatry to be fent prifoners to Calcutta, to an- 
fiver to certain fuits there exhibited againft them * 
the fupervi r or to allow this claim, infilling that the 
jurifthftion of the zemindary court of Calcutta did 
not extend over any of the dewannee lands ; and 
therefore, deliring that the plaintiffs ftiould be di- 
rected to exhibit their claim at the cutcherry of the 
d 1 drift : in reply' to this, the zemindar of Cal- 
cutta mfifted, that it had been cuftomary for that 
court 10 fend for perfons, in cafes of this kind, 
from every diftrift of the dewannee, and that ic 
Would be attended with the utmoft intonveniency 
to every* fteilon tehding at Calcutta, if the exercile 

of 
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of this? jurifdittion fhould now be interrupted ; the 
confequence of which would be, the neceflity of 
goifig, and carrying wttnefies to diftant parts of 
Bengal, in order to fettle the difputes neceflarily 
occurring between them and their gomaftahs that 
tins )unidi£tion had never been conteiled by the 
chief of Patna, Decca, apd Chittagong 

Theft letters being laid before the court of re 
venue, they determined, that the junfdidtion of 
the zemindary court of Calcutta might extend over 
all perfons, as agents, or gomaftahs, in the fer- 
vice of an hnglifh merchant, or of any native re 
tiding at Calcutta , and that as the perfons .in 
queftton appear to Hand in that predicament, they 
Ihould be ftnt to Calcutta, to anftyer the fuic of 
their principals 

In thq revenue court, the collector appointed 
by the governor and council fits as judge , and ap- 
peal lies from his decifions to the governor and 
council , there are inferior revenue judges in the 
purgunnahs, thefe are- appointed by the collector 
at Calcutta, and appeal lays from their decifion 
to this courr 

Thefe junfdiftions being in therrtfelves very de- 
fective, and moreover very inadequate to the ad- 
vanced ftate of this fettlement , and fimilar defers 
bung found in other fcttlements of the company, 
application u as made to the crown, in the thir 
teenth year of the late lung, for a charter of 
juftice 

A charter was accordingly granted, whereby 
C imiria! and civ ji courts of different kinds were 
cilabjilhed at Calcutta, and hkcwife at the feirie- 
nentsof Madufpalnam, and Bombay , but this 

char- 
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charier being found defective in fome refpedts, ap- 
plication was, again made to the crown, on the 
part of the company, fox a new chatter of juftice 
for thofe fettlements, to be granted on the fur ren- 
der of the former charter. 

A new charter was therefore granted to the 
company, dated the eighth 'of January, onethou- 
fand feven hundred and fifty three, the twenty-fixth 
year of his'late majcfty. 

This charter, which recites its being granted by 
virtue of powers veiled in the crown by fcveral adt$ 
of parliament ; grants, and ordains, that there 
fhould be for ever thereafter, within the fadtory of 
Fort William, in Bengal, one body -politic and 
corporate, by the name of mayor and aldermen at 
Calcutta, in Bengal, „to confift of a mayor and 
nine aldermen, the mayor and feven of the aider- 
men being natural-born fubjedts, but the-other two 
allowed to be foreign proteftants. Add it is further * 
granted, that the mayor and aldermen fhould for 
ever thereafter be, and thereby confirmed, a 
court of record, by the name of the mayor’s court 
at Calcutta, at Fort William, in Bengal ; and 
that they, or any three of them fthe mayor or 
fenior alderman then refiding there to be one] may/ 
and are thereby authorized, to try, hear,' and de- 
termine ail civil fuits, adlions, or plaints, between 
party and party, arifing within the town or fadtory 
of Calcutta, or any oh the fadtories fubordinate ’ 
thereunto ; except fuch fuits as (hall be between* 
Indian natives, which fhall be determined 
among themfelves, unlefs both parties confent to 
the determination of the mayor’s court; and this* 
court is alfo authorized to try fuits brought agamlb 
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the company, or by the company agaihft any 
perfon. 

This charter alfo conftitutes the prcfidcnt and 
council to be a coutt of record, in order to receive, 
try, and determine appeal from the judgment or 
decreesof the mayors court. The determination 
of this court to be final, if the value not exceed one 
thoufand pagodas ; but if it exceeds that fum, the 
parties are allowed, within fourteen days altef 
fuch decree or judgment is entered on record, to 
appeal to his ma jetty, his heirs or fucceflbrs in the 
council. 

It further gives authority to the prefident and 
council, or the major part of them, upon reafona-* 
ble caufes, to remove any of the faid aldermen, fo 
as there be a complaint in writing firft exhibited 
againft them, and reafonable fime allowed for his 
defence, after being fummoned for that purpofe } 
with power to any perfon, thinking hitnfelf ag* 
grieved by fuch removal, to appeal to his majelty; 
in council. 

The faid charter alfo eftabliihes a court fqr the 
recovery of fmsll debts within the faid town or 
Lftory of Calcutta, and the fadlories and diftri&9 
fubordinate thereto, to be called the court of re- 
sells. This courc to confift of fome of t tjie prin- 
cipal inhabitant';, (nor more than twtncy-four, or 
fewer than eight J to be appointed by the prdident 
and council, and to determine all ftius brought 
before them, not exceeding the value of hvd 
pagodas. 

^ And the faid charter further grants and ordains 
the governor and council ( io bejullicts of the peace* 
and have power to aft as fuch, and to hold quar- 
ter- 
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tct-feffiorls of the peace, and alfo to be cortimif- 
fionersof oyer and ter miner, and general gaol deltve- 
i y, far trying and punilh'ng ail offences, (high trea- 
(on only excepted) committed within the faidtown 
or fa&ory, or ids fubordinate factories ; to proceed 
by indictment, or fuch other way as is ufed in that 
part of Great Britain called England, as near as 
the circumftancesof the place and inhabitants will 
1 allow. 

The faid charter farther grants, that the faid 
mayor's court (hall have power to grant probates 
of wills and letters of admimftrarion. 

The committee alfo examined fome^of the wit- 
nefies, with relation to fome of the proceedings of 
thefe courts. 

'Mr. Whit tail (who redded at Calcutta from 
1764 to 1770, as a free merchant, and alfo as an 
attorney in the mayor’s court, from which lall: he 
was difmifled by an order of the court ; which was 
afterward made a matter of complaint to the courc 
of directors) informed the committee, that al- 
though this court cannot legally iffue procefs be- 
yond the bounds of Calcutta, or its fubordinate 
fattoriesi yer, that he had known their procefs ifluc 
and be executed in all parts of Bengal, under fpe- 
cial order of the governor and council, granted or 
refufed at their diferetion'; and that in all thefe 
cafes the procefs was fent ro one of the company’s 
fervants j that he underftood the criminal jurif* 
chftion of the feffions to have the fame extent ac 
the mayor's court, and that he had known natives 
fent from every part of the country to be tried in 
that copit and apprehends an European might 
be brought in the fame manner from any part of 
Vol. IV, o 0 th< 
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th6 countrj, except from the factories belonging 
to other European nations. 

He laid, he had known frequent in fiances of the 
mayor’s court iefufing to admit an appeal agairtt 
it*s proceedings, on pretence of their bung inter 
locutory only, and not final he mentioned three 
cafes of his own knowledge, (one m one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixt) eight, between the truilees 
of Mrs Philadelphia Gallopine, and the executors 
of Peter Gallopine , and two caufes of John 
Holm, Lfq, in 1769) in which the mayor's 
court rcfu r ed to admit an appeal, and the 
fupenor court refufed to take cognizance of it on 
tint pretence, though m fa&, as he informs the 
committee, the orders made were a determination 
of the caufc 

1 Ic faid, he had knot n a.to-mcs reprtmarded 
in the major’s -court, for appealing agatnft us pro* 
cc dings , tnat the attormes are limited to four, 
thut the judges are not perfons educated to the 
law , but any of the junior fervants. 

That lit has kno vn the mayor’s court refufe to 
tal e c gmzmcc of caufes anling wuhin their ju- 
nfltftion, unfitting that they had a right to refufe 
them. Thar m one thouland feven hurdred and 
hxty eight, h had heard it frequently declared by 
foire of the judges on the bench, that tlie major’s 
court had nothing to do with the laws of England, 
1-d that the nr v or would not fit there ro hear ths 
la s of L »glan l named, or to that pur pole or ef- 
fect That 1 had often known an attorney of th® 
major’* ecu t, threatened by the geve nor, and by 
fevcril r f the aldermen, for attempting to bring an 
-.,1 -ft one of the compan y’s fervants * and 
that sr j lervant of ti c corpanj, agairft whom an 
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a&iofl is intended, often intimidates the attorney by 
threat of applying to the governor. 

Mr. RuifcJ, who alfo refided feveral years in 
Bengal, obferved to the committee, that though 
the major's court cannot exercife jurifdi&ion over 
natives, unlefs by confent, thejurifdidion of oyer 
and termmpr extends to natives as,- well as Euro- 
peans.’ 

Mr. Becher, confidered this jurifdi&ion with rc- 
jpeft to natives, as extended to fuch only as lived 
under the Britifli flag ; and informed the commit- 
tee, that where fentcnce was pronounced again It 
natives, the practice was to apply for the confent of 
the governor before it was executed. 

The committee having examined Mr. Nurhall, 
folicitor of the company, whether there hid been 
any idflances, during his time, of complaints to the 
court of directors againft the mayor’s courr, oT any 
member of it, for any criminal mifeondudt in then* 
judicial fundhon he informed the committee, that 
he knew but two inltances in his time, of any fuch 
complaints laid in form before the court of direc- 
tors ; the one by Mr. Whittal, an attorney, the 
other by Mr. Jephfon ; that the latter not only corn-* 
plained of the condudt of the mayor’s courr, buf 
of Mr, Cornelius Goodwin, the mayor, adtmg in 
his judicial capacity as judge of that courr. 

The committee have enquired into the nature of 
thofe complaints, and find, from the papers la- 
live from them, laid before the committee by the 
company’s fervants, that the complaint brought* 
by Mr. Alexander Jephfon twhofe petition to the 
court of directors is dated London the fecond of 

- March, 
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March, 1 77 iO contains a charge again thi 
mayor's court, for an illegal aod opprefiivc P .abufe 
of its proccfs, to detain the petitioner and his wife 
in Bengal, after they had obtained leave for their 
return to England v and particularly charging, 
that Mr. Cornelius Goodwin*, the mayor, in the 
courfe oi the proceedings, declared, “ That they 
had nothing to do with the laws of England there 1 ; 
that the laws of England were never made for them, 
and that he would not hear them named while he 
lac on that bench. It appears, that Mr. Jcphfon 
would have appealed againft the proceedings of the 
mayor’s court, to the president end council,* but 
that this appeal was denied, on account. of the 
proceedings being interlocutory : and the commit- 
tee find, that in confrquence ,of this complaint, 
the court of directors (alter having taken the opi- 
nion-of feveral eminent council; in their general 
letter to Bengal, dated the third of-May, one thoo- 
fand feven hundred and feventy one, mtprefled ia 
the ftrongtft terms the dilapprobation of, and dif- ( 
p'eafure at, the proceedings againft Mr. Jepbfon, 
alfo particularly reproving the prefident and.. coun- 
cil for refuting his appeal, -as well as for rhmerro- 
r. cous pretence affigned for that refuftl > enjoining 
th:m to receive the appeal, and enquire ftrift- 
ly into all the circumfiances of .Ins complaint,, and 
to caufc full and ample jufticc to be done thereon.* 
The committee find, that at a confultation held 
at Fort William, the third of January, unc thou- 
fafld feven hundred 3 nd feventy-two, the prefident 
and council enquired into the charge made againft 
Mr. Goodwin, by'Mr. Jephfon,/ to. ! the* court of 
directors; that they- examined IMefirs. Lovet, 

Kilhcan, 
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Killlcan, and Cater, three of the aldermen of the 
court,, and who had been prefent at the proceed- 
ings in which thofe words were alledged to' have 
bean (pollen , alfo Mr. Morris, an attorney of the 
'mayor's court, who had been concerned in fame 
of the proceedings againftMr. Jephfon ; that Mr. 
Cater faid, that he had heard Mr. Goodwin on the 
bench make ufe of fuch words, or words to that 
clfeft, but could not charge his memoly with the 
time ; that the other witnefles feverally denied, that 
they, had at any time heard Mr. Goodwin, ufe fuch 
words, but that they heard him declare, that the 
mayor's court was not a court oflavv, but of equity j 
that Meflrs Read and Jckyi, who had been alfo 
upon the bench as aldermen during p^rt of the 
proceedings, did by letters (on account of their 
abfence at Calcutta) to the prefident and, council 
give their telhmony in like manner, in exculpation 
of Mr. Goodwin ; and that upon this evidence the 
board refolved, that they found no reafon to 'con- 
* fider Mr. Goodwin culpable j and dlre&ed their 
fecretaty tbfignify this refolutfon to him. 

The committee find, that iheicomplainr, at the 
inftanceof Mr. Whittal, was laid before the court* 
of direttors onithe fir ft of March, in the fame year, 
one thoafand feven hundred and feventy one ; that 
his petitibn complained of having been difnrf&J 
from his office as attorney; of that court, by an ar- 
bitrary and, illegal proceeding of the court, with- 
out any regular complaint, without any ■ Sufficient 
allegation, without giving evidence upon oath, and 
without having any fufficient time to. make his de- 
fence i and alfo, that the order of difmiffipn, befides 
finding him guilty of mifcoaduct in a particular 
' cab 
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caofe depending before the court, contained a gene- 
ral charge of his having frequently merited the fe- 
vers reprehenfion of the court, but without fpcci- 
fying any particular fads. _ * 

1 he committee find, that the court of direttori 
(having taken the opinion of their council alfo up> 
on this cafe) tn their general letter to Bengal, the 
third of May, one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty one, exprefled their difapprobation of tl & 
general charge contained in the order again (t Mr» 
Whittal, without any allegation of fa«5ts to fUppcrc 
it, as highly improper and unbecoming a court or 
juftice ; and that they recommend it to*the gover- 
nor and council to admit Mr. Whittall’s appeal, 
and toa£t therein asjufticc Ihould require. 

The committee do not find any account by the 
laft difpatehcs, of any other proceedings on thefe 
appeals, but that the prefident and council had 
fiibmuted to receive them, in obedience to the or-* 
den of the court of dircdlors. v 

The committee having concluded their ftate of 
the Calcutta judicatures, beg leave to fubmit to 
tb? confideration of the houfe fome very lingular 
circumftances in the confiitution of. the civil and 1 
criminal courts, which feem m aerially to effect 
their independence and their efficacy. 

That although the mayor's court is intended not- 
only to try caufes between party, and patty, and 
die court of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery to 
pumfli the crimes* of private individuals, but the 
former alfo to try caufes in which the company it- 
fclf is a party, and the latter to punifh the offen- 
ces of any of us principal fervant^, yet the judges 
of thofe courts ate removeable from thole offices. 
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by virtue of which they exercifc their judicial Junc- 
tion, at the pleafure of the prefident and council ; 
and that luch fentepce cannot be reviewed but by 
the tedious mode of an appeal to his majcily in 
council. 

The committe.e fubrait, whether courts thus 
conftituted, be confided as free and independent 
judicatures, in any cafe where the company is a 
party, or where any member of the council is 
profecuted on a criminal charge. 

. That although thefe courts, at Icaft with re- 
fpedt to Europeans^ are bound to judge according 
to the laws of England, yet the judges of them 
courts are not required to be, ?nd in fadt, have 
never been, perfons educated in, the knowledge of 
thofe laws by which they muft decide ; but that 
any junior fervants of the company are fcledtcd 
for thefe important trulls, affedting the property, 
the liberty, an# the lives, of his majclty’s fubjedts 
jn Bengal. 

It appears to the committee, that the judges of 
thefe courts arc juftly fenfibleof their own defici- 
ency of knowledge in the laws of England ; and 
'that therefore they, as well as the prefident - and 
council, have fufficiently applied to the court of 
diredtors, to lay particular points, refpedling their 
jurifdi&ion, before council, and to tranfmit the 
opinions of fuch council, to be the guide of their 
cqndudl. Some inftances qf this kind have been 
la<d before the committee, upon doubts itfptdb- 
irgtheur ecckfiailicai andalfo their criminal jurif- 
didlion ; particularly whether the charters allowed 
them to take cognizance of murders, robberies, 
1 and 
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and other crimes, committed by Europeans, not 
immediately under the company's flag. . , 

Mr.,Ruffell informed the comraittee ? that he 
believed there are one or two perfons now in con- 
finement, upon the charge of offences committed 
beyond the limits deferred in the charte^ of *juf- 
ticp, whofe trial is prevented, from doubts arifing 
with refpedfc to the powers conveyed by* the 
charters. , ' , 

That whatever doubts hav£ been entertained in 
Bengal on this fubjedt, it is clear, by, the ,very 
terms of the charter of juflice, that the jurifdic* 
tion of the court of oyer and terminer, and g a °l' 
delivery, is reftrauted „ to offences committed 
within the town or diftri# of Calcutta, amj Us 
fubordinate factories : the confequence of this, in 
th$ prefent fituation of Bengal, is, that there are 
many of his majefty’s fubje&s, refiding in Bengal, 
neither under. the'protefhon, nor the controul or 
the laws of England, nor amenable to, the cri- 
minal judicatures (jf the country. 

Of the Provifions for Profecutionsjn England. 

The committee now proceed, in purfuance of 
their plan, to ftate to the houfe fuch' provifions, as 
have been made by law for' the trial and pu- 
niflunent in England of offences committed bv 
the company’s fervants Tn Bengal; to fpecify’ in, 
what f inftanccs thefe provifions have been at- 
tempted to be carried into execution, with the 
icfuit of the proceedings ; and to fubtijicto the 
coi)fider.ttion of* the houfe fome circumftanccs, 
which appear to the committee greatly to obftruct 
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the pHicacy of any; remedy in England*, as the k\/' 
on that fubj eft is "now conftituted. 

The committee find, that by art aft pafled itl 
the twenty -feventh of George the Second, intituled^ 

** An Aft for punching mutiny and defers on of offi-’ 
cers and ioldiers in the fervice of the united com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to the 
Eaft 1 Indies, and for the pumlhment of offences 
committed in thoEaft Indies, or at the iflartd of i 
Saint Helepa, it is pro\ided, That if any 'of thtf 
company's prefidents or council at any 'of theif 
principal’ fettlements, or their governor or coun- 
cil at theifland of Saint Helena, lhallj after ?tli£ t 
25th of March/ 1754,* bt guilty of opprcffiug any 1 
Ot his 1 majefty’s fubjefts' within their refpeftu e k 
jurifdiftions or commands, or of any other crane' 
or dffence contrary to the laws of that part of Great 
Britain, called England, or 1 enforce within their 
refpeftive jurifdiftions or Command?, fnch oppref- 
fions, 'crimes, or offences, may be enquired of, 
heard, and determined/ in his majelly^s court of 
King’s-Bench, within the part of Great Britain, 
called England, or before fucli comuuflicmers, k 
andinfuch county of $hatpatt of Gi eat "Britain, 
called England, as flnll be afligned by his ma- 
jefty’scommifilon^ and by good and lawful men 
, of the lame' county ; and that fucli pumKhments 
fitall be intlifted'on Inch offenders as are ufually 
afflifted for ofihnces of the like nature, committed' 
in England. 3 * ' ' ‘ 

4 And the committee find, that by art aft jnffed . 
m the tenth year of Iris prefent majefty, intituled 
“ An Aft for thc^ better regulating/ perfons em- 
ployed in thefenictf of the Eaft-Incha company, 
Vot. IV* „ P p and. 
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and lorjothcf pcrfons therein; mentioned, *it Is an* 
nexed, That it any perfoa-- employed -in thefer,- 
viccof the company;: in any civil or military, Ihb 
tlon on office, 1 or claiming any power,* authority, 
or jurifdiclion, from the laid company, llialt,j -af- 
ter the palling of this net,', be guilty ofiopprcffing 
any of bis majefty’s fubjccts, or in -the cxercife.of 
fucb employments, or authoricyvflnll bc-guilty 
of any other crime or oflcnce, Tuch oppteffions, 
crimes, and offences,. ftiall, and maybe, enquired 
of, heard,, and determined, in his mnjefty’s court 
of Kicg’s-Bench, in, England ; and that fuch pu- 
nifhmcnts Ihall be inilidted on.Tuch offenders, 
as arc ufually iaaictcd for. offences, of.. the like 
nature, committed in England*; and thecal! of- 
fences againft this. act may be allcdgcd to be com- 
npttcd - , and may be laid, enquired of, and tried, 
iiuhe county of Middlcfcx.” . „ 

The committee, examined Mr. Nuthall' (who 
has been fifteen, years iblicitcr to the company) 
whether, during this time, there were any," and 
what inrtauccs ot profecutions ordered by, the ge- 
neral court, or court of direttors,, againft any of 
their ft.rv.mts, fur miicoududt in India'; and, par- 
ticularly, whether there where any, .ar.d.whar, 
iuftanccsof criminal prclecutioas founded on the 
abovc-tncutionolchufcs. . He informed the com- 
mittee, that he line* no inftancc of ztiv criminal 
profccution brought or ordered upon cither of the 
above-mentioned claufcs, and that he had fcno.w* 
only two inftanccs of any. profccution ordered 
sgaiuft an) of tlic company's fervants, on account 
ct mifeondudk in India, by the general court,. or 
court ot directors. .That one of thole., was a bill 
filed in Trinity term, 1766, by order of the court. 
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of, directors, upon-' the. opinion* of the attorney- 
general and company's ..council, againft Meftrs. 
Jobnfton,'Leyccfter,' Burdell, Senior, and Grey, 
for an account and ’payment to the company of 
divers large Turns of money, jewels, iand other wt- 
Iuable things, obtained froQithc nabob and his 
rhinifters, under the denomination, of prefects,’ in 
breach of their Covenants with the company ; .that 
after the defendant, Johnfton, had obtained fe\ c- 
ral' orders for time to anfvver, and .before any of 
the defendants had put in their anfwcrs, the gene- 
ral court;* on the 6th *of May, 1767, refolved, 
u That the various nroflcutions commenced by or- 
der of the court ot diredors, in* the* name of the 
Eaft-India company, againft their former fervants 
in Bengal, and alfo all attachments ordered againft 
the eftc&s oT fuch fervaots, on account ot pre- 
fents received before figning the covenants/ on the 
9th of May, '1765, be difeharged. ‘ ' 

. That the other cafe was an information in the 
exchequer, at the fuitof the attorney- general, on 
relation of the company, againft Mr. Bolts (who 
had been a fevvant of the company at.Bengal, and ■ 
after his refignanon continued an alderman of the 
mayor’s court) for a dtfeovery and account of il- 
dicit trade carried on.byhim in the Eaft. Indies, 
after he had refigned 1 the company’s Tervice, and 
of the gains made thereby, and that he might be 
decreed to pay the'eompany after the rate ot thirty 
per.cent. according to the ftatutc of the feventh of 
George the Firftv r That the defendant put int- a 
pica and demurrer to the information, infifting, 
that he was an alien by birth, and' having been 
naturalized, was 1 not comp ell able 'by law to make 
- * - any 
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pay aofwer to the information ; that his plea and 
demurrcrvvere argued before the court m Trinity 
rerm, 1772; that the court over-ruled the pica 
and demurrer, and ordered the defendant to an- 
swer the information; that the defendant has’ ap- 
pealed to the Houfe of Lords, and , that this ap- 
peal was (till there depending. 7 ~ ' 

The committee further aiked JJr.' . Nuthall, 
whether there werc^ any, and what fuits or pro 
fecuticns ordered by the court of directors again ft 
any of'their fervnnts in India, not yet commenced; 
■Mr. Nuthall informed the committee, that in Fe- 
bruary lafi, he received orders from the court of di- 
rectors to profecute Lord Clive, and a great num- 
ber of gentlemen, who had been in the company’s 
fcrvice in India, to rcccvcrvery considerable fums 
claimed to be due from them to the company } on 
account of the duties on fair, bc<;tle-nut, * and! to* 
bacco, and which it was .the opinion of their 
council were recoverable; 

To proceed^againft Lord Clive to recover a de- 
mand of one -g- per cent, on the net dewnnnec reve* 
nues of Bengal, which his lordihip received by way 
of ccmmiffion,as prcfidentofFort-AViUiaru, forie- 
veral months after he had quitted that prefidency, 
and alfoagainftMr.VerelltinrcfpcCt of the|comnnf- 
ilpnofthe faid revenues, received by him when he 
was prefident atTorr-William, ar.dto profecute 
lev cral ether perfons w ho had been in the com- 
pany ’s fervicc, on w hem the company were ad J 
vjfcd they had demands, on account of the inaba- . 
tute tax m Bengal : .Thar three bills, m equity, 
have been prepared agamlf a great number Ot de- 
feafiatts, re/pedring the trade and- duties. on fsU ,*/ 



/ « t> «97J 1 

^nd ngainft JLord Cliveand Mr. Vcrelft feparately, 
to recover the company’s demands refpedling the 
comndflioa’ on the revenues ; that thofe 4 , bills 
have been perufed and) figned, by the company’s 
council, t arid that fair copies were immediately to 
belaid before Mr, Attorney General, fqr his ap- 
probation, before they arc filed. That .bill is 
likewifc now before the company’s council, againft 
a great number of perfons, for recovery of feve- 
Tai large funis of money, received by them under 
colour of thci mahatute- tax ; and thaUthefo will be 
filedi wfith all poffible expedition, as r&on as 
It has-been approved of by the company’s coun- 
, cil and Mr. Attorney General, before whom that 
hill is alfo dimmed ro be laid. , « 

~The.i committee examined Several' of thawit- 
nefles, who were belt acquainted with Bengal, t 
Whether it "was poffible to bring natives from 
that country to England, ito give < their telhmony 
in any profccution or fuit.to be commenced here 
for matters done or anfing in Bengal ; and were 
informed, by f all the witnelTes who-,fpokc to this 
point, that though they knew no ,obfirudhon to 
the banging over Mahometan witnefles, but the 
length and cxpencc of the voyage, they consi- 
dered it;, \s abfolutely impoflible to brings them 
over any witnelfes of the Gentoo religion, it beings 
one of the cftabhlhed principles of that religion, 
that '\%atet is facred, and that to defile that element; 
(which according to their notion is done, by many 
unavoidable afts) is a profanation, for which/ 
any peifon fo offending ihall forfeit his caft ; itbat 
it any Gentoo could be prevailed upon to ciofs the 
fcas in order to come- to England/ they mufi ne- 
* , cefiariiy 
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ceffarily be pcifons deftitute of their principles 
which they arc taught by their prafeffiion j to'rc* 
\ere, and therctore unworthy to receive credit 4 & 
witnefles. i * - ‘ • A 1 

The committee n\uft alfo obfetve, that in many 
cafes,_\\hicn # might be proper fubjedt of'profcou- 
tion m this country', the teftimony of the Bntifh 
fubje&s, or other Europeans refiding in Beng.il, 
may beinecellar) , and that the dufficulty and ei* 
pence of bringing over ihefe, or any "witnefles, 
Teems altnoft an uUiirmountableobilfudUan to the 
ufe and , efficacy of the flatutes, allow ing profecu- 
tions in England for offences committed in India ; 
and that the fame circumftances equally obfttuft 
the attainment ofjuftice’by civil adion of any na- 
ture, tfor any injury, or demand, anting in that 
country. . - o’*' 1 

. The committee muft further 'remark, that the 
power excrcifcd by the general 'court, of'puttwg 
a flop to profecutions ordered' by the court of di* 
rectors, may tend greatly to defeat the efficac) of 
the lfatutcs, as the perfon charged/-^ cfpeciall; 
where he is or has been many conlidcrable flatten 
in the company's fcrvicc, may have it in his pertf- 
cr, by the management of Ins friendsf to contrive 
at fomc time or other, by a majority of a general 
court, to put a Hop to the intending or depending 
profecution. , 1 - * * * 4 * 

- The . committee have now ( fubmitted to the 
houfc all the materials they have been able to .cob 
Icfbuponthe fubjeft of the prefent date of fuJtca* 
furcatiBenga], andBahar. In the courfe of that ct- 
qmrvy they were led into fomequdhons rehtivc 
totheraicof mtcreft allowed m the courts of dint 

coun* 
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proportion of,thc.ipropofed regulations, jjtfeiy 
tranftmtte.d from Bengal to the court of diredtoriaf- 
ter dating, thatthe rates ofintereft hitherto autbb 
rifcd b) cuftoitf/ having mounted to the moil exor 
bitantufury, the following rates are now etfabhita* 
ed to b? receded and paid, as well for pad deots* 
as on future loans on monej , vi 7 ono fuin not ex- 
ceeding one hundred rupees principal, an mtcreft 
of three rupees per annus per cent per me^fynj 
01 half an anna m the rupee , od films aboye^ooe 
hundred rupees principal, an mtireft of two ru- 
pees per cent per meniem , the principal apd jp 
tereft to be difcharged according to the condition 
of the bond, and all compound interetf anfing 
from an intermediate adjufimenr of accounts, to 
be deemed 'unlawful, and prohibited. When 
a debt is fued for upon a bond, Which fliall 1 bd 
formed to fpecify a higher interefi thqo^he efia' 
bhlhed rates, the intereft fliall be wholl) forfeited 
unto the debtor, and the principal only recover- 
able , ai|d that all attempts to elude this lavV, 5 / 
deductions from the original loan ? und»r whatever 
denomination, flialll be puniflied by a mojety of 
amount of the bond to government, and the qthpf 
half to the debtor 

But the committee are inclined to think, that 
the faid regulations point at fuch extortions at 
particularly appear in Murflndabad confutations 
of the 1 8th of February, 177a, (of which fomd 
account was given m a former report of the com 
mirttc) cdntamuig evidence given b) fundry gen- 
toos on oath, relatjvetothe interefl: of money m 
the province of Rungporc, m Bengal, from 

whence 
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whence the committcc^colledb, that though the fa- 
mily of toe Struts, and others, havenkeh, for mo- 
ney lent ( by them, intereft to the amount of three 
percent or perhaps in fnme cafes, f rhrce and ahirf 
p**r cenr. per annum obligation 10 pay five per 
cert, per jr-uro hive, been there exafttd, aril 
tre borrower compelled to pay the fame, becaule 
thofe had be^n accuftom-d to lend at a lower rate 
now reftifed to fuppl) them ft uh money, alledgtng 
that [{ they attempted r to recover thtir hnn from 
the ^zemindars, fuch attempts would be fruftrated 
by thd pSower of the pertons lending at fit e per cenr. 

And from the lame evidence, the commuted find, 
that even ifter an agreement to p ij five per cenr. 
the debtors’havc bc.cn actually obliged to pay four- 
teen per cent? and as tljcfe cxtdn ors have probv 
biyTaot been Confined to ifie province ot Rungpore, 
the committee think it the more likely tl de regu- 1 
lations', juft ftated ? to have been made \ uh a vi-vv 
to reprels’thc fame, evidently inconfiftent with 
the propriety of thc v country , ami highly detrimen- 
tal to die revenue received by the Company 

2 he conirnmec^havejhus reported ail they have 
found material lit the books ami eorrelpondence < f* 
the company, or n> any evidence hid beftre them, 
concerning the judicature*; of B ngal I hey h wc 
made a confiderable progrels in thur export Con- 
cerning the conduct of the companA ietvants 
in India, m drawing the bills which were accepted 
Iruvun the firlt day of March, one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred“and levcnty One, hnd the fjr(t day of 
March, cme\houfand fdven hundred and fevtnty 
two, and concerning the conduct of the company 
ln England after the receipt of them , md the com 
muteewill reporr, with as much expedition as pof- 
VoL. IV, Q.q Able, 
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Ci\)h, what they find material with refpcflr to thi* 
and the o:h*r objtift of this*enquiry. 1 ’ 

/ j *. i 

Copy of the fortieth paragraph of the letter from 
the governor and Council in Bengal, for thede- 
pirmient of the revenue^, to the court of dilec* 
tors, dated 3d November 1 772. 1 • 


** The more regular admmdlration of jufticc us 
deliberated on by tl d committee of circuit, and a 
plan was formed by them, which aficrwArds mit 
with our approbation We cannor give you a bet* 
ter idea of the grounds on which it was framed, 
then by referring jou to a copy of ir, together wilt) 
a letter from the committee to the board on this 
cccalion , bath of w Inch make numbers in tlis 
p.ckcr, and we earneftly recommend thcnnoyjur 
perufal, requ-ftmg robe affifted with filch further 
orders and mftrutfrois thereon, as they m3V re- 
quire, for completing the fyfttm we have thus en- 
deavoured to cftabliih, on the moft equitable, f> 
lid and permanent footing. We hope they will bs 
read with tl at indulgence, which, we arc hun bly 
of opinion, is due 10 a wont of tins bird, uwkr- 
Iavn cn die platn principles of experience and 
common obfervation, without the advantage? w Tch 
an intimate knowledge of the theory cf law might 
»a\e offered us , we have endeavoured to adnjt 
our regulations to the manners ami unricritftmlt’V 
ox the peopk, and exigences of the co«rtry, aihe* 
ring as ekildy as we arc abV, to th.ir art ent ida* 
ges and conthtuion,. J t mil be JV1 a w*tl »* 
lomc months v.e rear, b fore they can be chrr 
7 cUL.incd tijrt/jgh.uc the provinces, bet 

' lh;’l 
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rin!i think our labours amply^compenced, if they 
meet with you cap probation, and are productive of 
the good tffefts we had m view.” 

Copy of a Icfter frpm the committee of council to 
^he council at fort William, datOd Coftimbuzar 
the 15th of April* 1772 

(t In the copy of our proceedings, which accom- 
panied our* letter of the 28th ultimo, wc intimated 
our intentions of communicating to you our fentt- 
mentsin^ future addrefs, upon th^fubjettof thema- 
giftracy of this province, which, thoughan appen- 
dage ofibenazjmur, we coo/idtred as not ntceila- 
nly uonne&ed with the propolitions which uereCncn 
repommended to your attention, and of too much 
lfttpprtapceta be lightly or only occifionall) treated* 
We now tranfnnc to jou the refult of our delibe- 
rations, on dns fuojcft, in the mclofed paper, inti- 
tuftd* “ Ji plan lor the gdmimftration of jufhee ' , 
ani if 14 meet 141U1 your approbation, we wilh to 
receive your i^ftru&ions for carry irg it into immc- 
dj te execution 1 

Tar the information of our 1 onourable emp T oj j 
ers, it m3y be ncceffirv iq premift, wine jou ,vult 
readily perceive, that m form ng the mclofed plan, 
wc have confined ou'fc ! Yt;s with a fcrupulous ex- 
aiftrcfs to the conftuut on 'll terms of judicature, si 
ready cftabUlhed m this proyince, which 3re not 
only fuch as \/e thmL. in ourielyes heft calculated 
for expediting the coutfe of jufttce, by fuch os are 
baft adapted to tne uncieruk ngs of the people * 
Where we Ihall appear to hayc deviated in any rc- 
fped from the Unpwa forms* our intentions ha, 
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‘-The phoufdar is the officer of 'the police, the 
jiuloe of all crimes not capital ; the proofs ofahefe 
la^rirc taken befoie him, and reported to chena- 
21 m &r his judgment and fentence upon them. / 

The cazee is the judge of all claims of inheri- 
tance or fuccefiion ; he alfo performs the ceremo- 
nies of weddings, circumcifion and funerals. 

1 he mohtcfile has cognizance of druakennefs, 
and of the vending Of fpiritous liquors and intoxica- 
ting drugs, and the examination of filfe weights 
and mcafurcS. 1 ' ' 

jl -The mufftee is the expounder of the law. 

* Memorandum.' The cazee is affifted by the 
■smuftee and mohtcfile in his court. After hearing 
the parties and evidences, (the •’mu ftee writes the 
fettwa, or the law applicable to the cafe in queflum, 
c and the cazee- pronounces judgment accordingly. 
If either the cazee or mohtcfile difapproves of the 
fettwa,^ th^ caufe is 1 referred to the nazim, who 
fummons the jilafs, or general afiembly, confining 
of’theca2ee, &c. and all the learned mi the -law, 
to meet and decide upon it. This dccifion is final. 

The car.ongos are the regifters - of the lands. 
They have no authority J t but eaufes of lands arc 
often refeired to them fordecifion, by the na2im, 
or do wan, or darogo'of the dewannees. i , 

Thecottvall is the peace-officer of the night, 
dependent on the phouzdary. From nhis >lift it 
.will appear, that there are three courts properly 
.for the decifion of civil caufes (the canongos be- 
-ing only made arbitrators fby reference front the 
other courts) and one for the police and criminal 
“matters. 1 The authority of the mohtcfile ml the 
latter being too confined to be cpnfidered as an ex- 
’ • ' cepticn ; 
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ception; yet, as all defc&ive in ftitutions f<?nn. de* 
generate, by ufc, in that form to which they arc 
inclined, by the unequal prevalence of their com- 
ponent part» ; fo thefc courts are never knovvij tp 
adhere to their preferred bounds, but when re* 
drained by the vigilance of a wiftr rule thaqcom- 
monly falls to the lot of defp otic Hates; at all 
other times, not only the civil courts encroach 
on each other's authority, but both civil ?nd cr>* 
minal often take cognizance of the fame fubjefts ; 
or their powcis gradually becomes weak and oh* 
folate,, through their own abufes, 'and theufurpa* 
tions of influence. For many ) ears , pall th? da* 
roges of the Adawlct nl Aalca, and of, the do 
vvannee, have been confidcred as, judges of, the 
fame caufcs, whether of real or pcrfonal pfopertj ; 
and the parties have made their application tp 
chance, caprice, intcrcll, or the fupejrior weight 
and authority of either, directed thctc choice. At 
prefent, from obtious caufcs, the, ^Icw^piuc 
adawlct is in effect the only tribunal, the adaw^t 
al Aalca, or tl^c court of the nazim, cxjlling opty 
in the name. * t , 

♦ It mull ho.vcvcr be remarked, in exceptions to 
the above, iflcrtions, that the phouztiary beluga 
Angle judicature, and the objccls of it clearly A-’ 
fignul, it is feldom known but in tjjuc yt anar- 
chy, to encroach on the ciwl power, or loll 
much of itj own authority; this, hpwovCfj ts 
much the cafe at prefent. 

The court in v/hich the cazcc prefldcs, feenu 
to be formed on wifi.r maxims, and even on ntcrc 
enlarged ideas of jufticc and civil liberty, than, 

■ • i 
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arc comraon'to the defy otic notions of Indian go- 
vernment*. ' , 

They mull be unanimous in their judgment, or 
the cafe is referred in courlc to the general allefn- 
bly; but the intention of this reference is* de- 
feated, by the importance which is given to it, 
and the unfurmountable difficulties attending the 
ufeufit. Few cafes of dvfyuted inheritance will 
happen, 1 in which the opinions of three indepen- 
dent judges lhall be' found* to concur. There is, 
therefore, a neceffity, either that one ffiall over- 
rule the other two, which' defuoys the purpofe of 
their appointment, of that daily appeals mufl be 
•made to the nazinvand his warrant iiiucd to 
fu tnm on all learned in the law, from their homes, 
•their ftudics, and'neccfTary occupations, to form 
a tumultuous aflemblv, to hear and give judg- 
ment upon them. The confequdnce’is, that the 
gtpcral aflcmbly is rarely 'held, and only on'oe- 
cafions which acquire their impoitance, form that: 
of the parties, rather than from the nicety of the* 
cifeitfclf. The cazee, therefore,' either advifes 
with his colleagues in his own particular court*, 
and gives judgment- according to his own opinion, 
or more frequently decides without their affiftance . 
or pretence. 1 * ’ ' - 

Another great and capita! defeft in thefe courts 
is the want ofu fubftitutc or fubordimrd jurifdic- 
tion for the* diftributioii of juftice in fuch parts of 
P/ O ' l oce as lie out of their reach, which m 
< irect confides their operations m a circle, extehd- 
ihg‘a very lniall difhnce beyond ttte bounds of 
the city oflviurfhadabad. This indeed is not uhi- 
\?r frlly the cafe ; but perhaps it will not be dtffi- 
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cult to pro\ c the exceptions to be an accumulation 
of the grievance , iince it is true, that the court* 
of adaivlet are open to the complaints of all men, 
yet it is only the rich or the vagabond part of the 
people who can afford to travel fo far forjufhec, 
and if the mduftnoua labourer is called from the 
farthermoft part of the pros mce to anfwcr thesr 
complaints, and wilt the tedious procefs of the 
courts, to which they are thus made imenabK 
the cohfequenqcs in many cafps will b£ mofc 
ruinous and oppreffive, than ''an arbitrary decifiop 
could be, if palfed agamft them 1 lthoui, ?ny 1?» 
or procefs whatever. ^ > j 

This defeft is not, howe\cr, left abfolu/el) 
without -a remedy, the z?mnyda^, { farmers, 
ilucdars, and other officers of 1 the revenue, af 
fuming that power for which no provifion is iqade 
by the laws qf the land, but which, m whatevft 
manner it' is exercifed, is preferable }o a total 
anarchy 'It will however be obvious, that the \ 
jud ciai authoutt , lodged in the hand? of mqn 
who 'gam their livelihood^ the promts qn^bt 
collections ot the revenue, mult unnoidabl/ he 
converted to fourccs of private emolument,, and, 
in cffcCt,- the greateft oppreflinns of the inhabitants 
’owe the r origin to their necclfary evil , the razee 
has alfohis fubftnutc tn the diftri£ts,but tbeirl jjal 
powers art too limned to be of general uj- , ar-1 
the powac which rley afiume being warranted b^ 
no lawful commilfon, but depending on their ) vn 
plealure or the ability of tht, peopU to coateft 
tl cm, is alfo an oppreffion ^ 

I ram this variety of materials, w 9 have end?a 
voured 10 form the plan of a more complete, hut 
more extenfive fyftemof judicature, by conftitunng 

two 
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two fuprTnof courts' at thV capital;' the one conipo- 
fed • oP'thfe^ rmed ‘hVagiftfacy 'of the/ adawlac ai , 
A a lea^' the adawfet dewannee,' and 'the cazee (or 
cazeeVoffice) for ihcdecifion of civil caufes ; the . 
other cbrrefpphding to the,. pKouzdarree^ for. the 
trial ’of ''criminal cafes/ V' T o prevent ‘ the abufe of ^ 
the power veiled in thefe' courts, and to give audio-. - 
rity /to their* "dccreesV* eacK.-inftpad of a .Tingle, . 
judge/ ts’niade to coniift of feveral members and. 
their enquiries are : to be 'conducted/ under the in- , 

fpe&ion and fah&ion of the fupremcadminiftration. , 

TiJ render tKe p dlftiibutidn of juftice equal in every/,, 
part of the province, fimilar but inferior' courts are 
41 fo"'proppfed l for cadi feperdte d tftrift,' .and 1 , ac- , 
countable' tqthefuperior.'/ Xhe ufurped. power of • . 
the bfficers’of.lhe collections, ‘‘and of the'ere’ditors, ,, 
over' tHe'perfohs'of- tlieir debtors,' .Is .abpli(hed,/ tf fv . 

'The ’j /die ial ( 'aut homy /' which., by, ,th^ Venture? 
guHtibn'is J ftill allowed' tot he farmers of; the revc-/. 
nueils a fingle exception to the general, rule.-which,; 
• wc 1 ha ve Jiid down, of confining, fuch powers. to the • 
t\vocourts ( pf 'Adawlet / but as this is .reftri^ted. to 
. cafes orproperty u ndcJex<ieeding ten j rupees,, and' 
as they ’ baVfe *‘rio ‘power , of' ihfiifting,puni(hmenr, ( 
or levym'g fi’n/s^ \ve thmlc, aid ill ,ufe, is i not ( H&eIy to 
be 'macle’of fq' mcpnfider.able.a privilege, 1 efpecially; 
as they thernlelveV'ap amenable, to the courts of , 
juftice, ' which will ' be alw^ysrcadVj ta receive corn- 
plaints again It them /'and foipe'fucH .means of de- 
cidirtg the trihing diipu/esb'f theory pits, upon the- 
fpofis aoiolutcly‘' riecefiary^as\they, cannot afford, 

; ^^r ought/o be allowed,, on ev/ry, mutual difasree- 
meat,, to travel to''tKe ; fudder < cuVchcr'ry. for juftice. 
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j The deteflable and unautlurifed exaftions of trc 
phouzJar court, which rad us exadt imuatoren eve- 
ry fanner -and annul of the province, under eye de 
nomtrauen of bazee jumma, have been, prohib ted^ 
conformable to the wile and humane conjurations 
of. our honourable irafters , w ho, 1 from tlie' fame 
fpirit)Of equity, have renounced the right hitherto 
cxerctfed by country government, and authored 
by the,mahnmetan law, to a commiflion^on rhea- 
mounc of all tbs debts, 3nd on the value of all pro 
perty recovered by the decrees of us courts j, a 
praftice repugnapt to every principal of jufbee, 
and it makes the magiftrate a party in th. c«ufc cn 
which he decides, and becomes a legal violafcn pf 
the rights of private property committed, by the 
^ power which fhould, pretext and fecure it. ( , 
x It has alfobeen our aim to reader the acccfsQt 
jufhee as eafy as poffiblc. 

By keeping exad/ccords of all judicial proceed- 
ings, u is hoped that thefe infbtutions, if fhe) re- 
ceive the lanchop of your approbation, will re- 
main free from theneglcds and charges to which 
they would be liable from a Ids frcqoenc in- 
fpcdion ^ j t * 

Wc have judged it nccelTaryto propofc fame ex- 
ceptions to the order of the court of,dirtd‘>r*» 
the total abolition of fines m the court of pi ouz- 
darree. All offences arc not pumllnble by flnf 
ard to fcntcncc men of a certain rank in hit, 0* c * 
•s iupenor ca<t, to fuch a public difgrace, vip*-'d 
exceed the p-oportion of the oPcnce, -yl 
the pumfbn ert to all the rcLr ons ar 1 rorrecu^ 5 
of th. delinquent ; to fuffer him to efrape with*** 
tal iniaativ # would be anVjuflicc m the others*- 
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rime : cafe, there is but, the middle: 

'iy : ; which we fcaiV adopt with an equal 1 regard ' to 
hs’fpuiViif’our fiiperior’s commands and the rights 
f jufticei”that is,' fcf ‘-levying the fine dppn the 
flemlsr,’ and* converting if to a reparation' of>‘ the 

ijufy.-;; 1 ' ' ! ' ,J ? ' *'* 

Our motives for the 1 abolition of the, fees .of : the. 
aze'esahd- mufrees, 4 will b eft appear in’ the foUow- 
rjcr extfasS: of ' a' minute' of 'our. proceedings- at 
Ctflvin'Nagar;' relating 1 to the’ tax on marriages’; 
/Kich“vvc forbad' to levy any longer.' - Convinced of 
he, ’pernicious' effects 'of fb impolitic a tax,' ■ we 
iropofc To ’grant the lame exemption - to the other 
liftridSi fubjeefstb ourdireftion and fubmit tp your 
Lonfidcfation/i whether J it'' will not' be proper 5 to 
hake it general 1 throughout the province; '• 1 V ’ 

The fees"bf‘thc^a2eeVand muf tees’ have always 
procured a : heavy grievance to' the poor; and an im- 
pediment to nurfiagc. Jn fiances have been quoted 
iii' mW of forty ‘ apd fifty years: of age; - who 1 hav- 
ing' led a Ufc’br cMibacy 1 / availed’ th'cmfelves of- the 
exemption of the nabob 5 Mcer CoffinS 'about 1763, 
to enter ibto a : ( ’llatevTrQm \vhicly t they Had beep' be- 
fore precluded' folely by the'waht of means to {up- 
port.the'various cxpences attending if. ,j 

^ Extract of the proceedings of the committed ac 
’ ‘ J Kifiian' Nagar 3 ' dated June *8, 1772;' '•"/ 

“ The colIedVor cxplainsthe "cuftom orv marriage . 
to be a tax levied by 'government, 'at the' variable 
_ rate of three rupees eighVannccs; ‘and dour rupees 
fourannecs each. There are befides; fees paid to • 
: ihccwacs arid’ the former receive 'from 
’ ’ ! l hc 
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the principal inhabitants two rupees, from the fe- 
cond clafs one rupee ei^ht anrees , ^nd from th<j 
low eft clafs, one rupee The fees of the- mu trees 
are received from the mafterans and other people, 
who officiate at the feftival , fo that on the whole, 
the fees of marriage may be eft muted at fix rupees 
for each, cxclufive of the dues or voluntary befle- 
factions of the Gentoos to their Bramins 

The committee are of opinion, and refolye 20* 
cordingly,, that all the fees and can.es of tins arti- 
cle, which produce a revenue to government, be 
aboliftied, as tending todilcourage population, *n 
object at alj times of importance to government, 
but more efp*cially at this time, from the grc*t 
lofsof inhabitants, which the country hasftiftained 
by the late f-mine, and the mortality which fo'- 
kf arc ^ 3r, ^ er °f opinion, that the 

aMlilhingof the fees to the cazee and mtiftee, will 
anord a great relief to the inhabitants, as it will cot 
only abfolvc them from the fees ihemfelves, but 
alio from the dFcfts of the opprcffivti mode in 
which thefc dues arc exadted. 1 

We haye -judged it n-ceflary to add tp the regu-. 
rations, with refpedb to the courts of pliauzdaiite,a 
propofal for the fuppreffion and extirpation of dc- 
coiis, which will appear to be dictated by a fpmt 
D rigour and violence, very different from the 
caution and lenity of out other nropcfitions, as it 
vojves in fomc refpedls, the innocent vyfth the 
fV y . 1 C a m, ldcr exp dient coul 1 bcfvg- 
grfted, butwc much /tv, that this evil has ac- 
quired a great degree of us ftrength, from the ten- 
tfcri eft and modcraupn which ou. government has 
cxercifcd 10 vards theft blnduti, feet u lus w cr- 

fered 
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fered in the internal protcdhon of the provinces. Wo 
confefs, that the means which we propofe, can m 
no Wife be reconcilable to the (pint of our own con- 
ftitution , but till that of Bengal (hall attain the 
fame perfection, no conclufion can bc*dra\vn from 
the JEnglifh law, that can be properly applied to 
the manners or Bate of this- country The deccitls 
of Bengal are not Ilk* the robbers in England , in- 
dividuals driven to fuch defperate courfes by iud- 
den want. ^ 1 hey are robbers by profeffion, and 
even by birth , they are formed into regular com- 
munities, and 1 their families fubfift 1 by the fpoils 
which they bring home! to them , they arc aU 
therefore alike criminal , wretches wh6 have pla- 
ced thcmfdves in a ftate of declared war agamft. 
government, and arc wholly excluded from the 
benefit Of its laws We have many mftance^ of 
their meeting death with the greateft mf-nfibilitv , 
it lofes therefore us effedfc as an example , but 
when executed in all the forms and terrors of law, 
in the muilt of the neighbours and relation? of the 
criminals when thefe are treated as acceflancs to 
hrs gOilt,' and 1 Jus family deprived of their liberty, 
and feperated for ever from each other , every paf 
fion which before fersedcf an incentive to guilt, 
now becomes fubfervient to the purpofesof fociety, 
by turning them from a vocation, in which all they 
hold dear befides, life becomes forfeited by their 
convtdUon , at the fame time their families, inftead 
of being loft to the community are made uleful 
members of tt, by being adopted into thofe of the 
moft civilized inhabitants* The ideas of flavery^ 
borrowed from our American colonies, will makc^ 
every modification of it appear in the eyes of our' 

own 
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own countrymen in England, a dreadful evil : but 
it is far otherwife in this country ; here Haves are 
treated as the children of the families to which they 
belong, and olten acquire a much happier flute by 
their flavery, than they could have hoped for by the 
enjoyment of liberty ; fo that in effeft the apparent 
rigour they excrcifcd on the children of convicted 
robbers, will be no'more than a change of condi- 
tion, by which they will be no fufferers ; though I? 
will operate as a warning on others, and is the oply 
means, which we can imagine capable of dispu- 
ting thofc defperatc and abandoned focietles, which 
fubfiftonthe diftrefs of the general community. , 

• According to the new plan for the administra- 
tion of juflice, two courts of judicature nave been 
cfiablWhcd in each dillriCt, one for the cognizance 
of civil caufes, the otlicr for the tiial of all crimes 
and mifdcnicanors, and in the' like manner t’.\o 
fupcrior courts of jviflicc at the chief feat of go* 
vcramsnt, to which prcllde t.vo members of the 
council by rotation. As nothing is more condu- 
cive to the profperity of any country, than a free 
and ealv need's to juilicc and redrtfs, tile collec- 
tors of each diftrict fliall at all times be ready to 
receive the petitions of the injured; and to juc- 
ve'nt their being debarred this accefs from motives 
of interefl, partiality or refentment in the officers 
or fervams of the cutchcrry ; a box was ordered 
to be placed at thedoor of liic cUtchcrry in which 
the complainants might lodge their petitions at 
any time or hour they plcafc. • As the lutgioufncfs 
aril }vr fevers nee of the natives of this coiintr), in 
their fil'd s and complaints, is often produflivc net 
only of inconvenience and vexation tp. their ad* 

vtrUnct, 
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-Vcrfaries* but alfo, a grddt cxpcnce’and adtunL 
oppreffion,' no com plants 'older than a ftipulated 
Site aije a&ombte and fhould they be found * 
guilty, as >s 'often the cafe, of flying from the one 
(jourttp the other, in 6rder to 'prevent v and* pro- 
trad the e\ ent ofjrdVicc ; thc party fo tnmsgrcfiing 
are conficlered as ndn-fuited,' and according to' ids 
degree In life and* the notoriety of the offence^ 
liable tq -fine or'punifh’menr. * 1 f 

‘ By' thcMahomUan law all claims which ‘•have 
been dormant for t\yehe' years, whether for land* 
dr money, 1 are invalid. ( This is alfo the law of the i 
Hindoos and the ’legal practice of the country, 1 , 
if J The ^Viftom’of levying on the account of mdney , 
recovered onj the deerfue of caufes, ’levy ’arbi- 
trary fines,' was abfolutcly and for ever abolifhed. 

* In air fuits regarding inheritance, tannages, 
and othcrVligidus ufages or infhtutions, 5 lhe luvs 
ofjthe Koran i.lch relped to Mahometans anU> 
tHefe of the Shaffer with refpc&'to Gcntoos Hull 
be t invariable adhered' to : on* all filch occaflons 
ths^Bramins or moutavees Hull rtfpedively at- 
tend to expound the law, * they fhalb fign' the' re- 
port- apd aflilt on paffing the 'decree. As tb£ peace 
of the countn had been forfome years pall grcatlv 
diilurbcd by lands of decoilb,' who not only infl. fl- 
ed high-roads, but often plundered whole villages 
'burning the houfes and niiirdenng the inhabi- 
tants; ( thofc abandoned 6ut-Ws hn\ing found 
means to elude ever}/ attempt Which the vigilance 
of government had put 1 in fdfee, for du&dhng 
and bring'fnch atrocious criminals to juftice/ by 
the fecreci,of their haunts'/^nd the'wild 1 flare of 
the diflncts, 1 wtnch'wece m u ft fubjeft to their ut- 

curf.ons. 
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curfions, it become the mdifpcnfible duty of go- 
\ eminent, to try thci molt vigorous Ricans, fince 
experience had proved every lipenc and ordinary 
remedy to be ineffectual. It was theicfore rcfolv- 
cd, that every fuch criminal, on conviCh on Should 
be carried to the village to which he belonged, and 
be there executed, for a terror and example to 
others; and for the further prevention, pf fuph 
abominable practices* the villagq of which he was 
an inhabitant, was to be fined, according to the 
cnormit) of the crime, and ?ach inhabitant ac- 
cording to his fubftancc, and the family of the 
criminal became the Haves of the ftates, and was 
jdifpofcd of for the great benefit and convenience 
of the people, according to the difcretioh of the, 
government. u , i 

The Tanncdars and pikes of the diftnCts were 
to be pumfhed by difrmfllon, or fines if th?) pc* 
gfedlcd the duties of their charge , aild as an 
encouragement for them to exert themfclvcs m 
the protection of the villages committed to their 
care, and m detecting and bringing to jufticc of- 
fenders againlt the public peace, grants of lands 
and peculiar privileges were granted ,thcm pro- 
portionable to their icrvices. 
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The charges of the civil eftablifliment of the com- 
pany m India, for ten years war, fet forth be- 
fore the committee of fecrecy, appointed by the 
houfe of commons, to amount to 3,660,426!. 
videlicet. * 

J 

In the prefidency of Fort William, to £ 2,017, 7gi 
^ Tort St. George - 438,345 

Bombay - 956,887 

Bencoolen - - 188,760 

* St. Helena - - 48,643 

And the expences of the military eftablifliments 
as fee forth in th<f faid report, to amount to 
14,414,064, vjdehccc. 

i 

Jn the prefidency of Tort 'Wriliam.to /. 8. 14.3.048 
j Fort St. George - 4>594 j282 

Bombay - 1.403 913 

Bencoolen - - 116,180 

c St. Helena - - 156,631 

And the 'charges of fortifications and buildings 
mthe feveral fettjements in India, as fee forth in. 
the faid reports, amounted to 2,288,98 r I. \ uiehcct. 

In the prefidency of Fort William, to £ 1,601,967 
Fort Sr. George - 262,733 

Bombay - . 39^,585 

Bencoolen - - 19,488 

St Helena - - 8,208 

An 


Voi. IV, 
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An account of the dated falatles and allowance* 
to the company’s civil fervants in India and at St 
Jdelena, with that of their commiflion upon the 
Indian revenues. 

The governor of Bengal, per annum. £. 4800 
Commiflion on the revenues - 18,516 6 

Total 23,316 6 

The governor of Fort St. George 

per annum - - 3»ooo 

Commiflion on the revenues - 4 >o $7 5 

Total 7 j °37 5 

The governor of Bombay, per annum. 1 .668 15 
Commiflion on the revenues - $coo 

Total 4668 1 5 

The governor of Bencoolen, per annum. J.oQ° 
Governor of St. Helena - - 600 

With table and fervants — "* 

Bengal fecond in council, per annupi. - 3 ^8 
Commiflion on the revenues - - 2687 17 

Total 3056 n 

Bengal third, fourth and the reft in 
council, each per annum. - 34 2 *3 

Commiflion on the revenues - - i> * 9*4 12 
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Fort St. George, feepnd in council £. 276 10 
Cammiffion omhft revenues *- 1067 7 

Total 1333 ly 

Thud, fourth and the reft in council* 

each , - - 129 to 

tomnuffion on the revenues - - 480 12 

Total 610 a 

j n 

Bombay fecond in council - 287 9 ^ 

Commiffion on the revenues - - 900 

1 m Total 1187 9 


Thud m council • »< • 145 

fourth, and the reft in council, each 125 

Comm iflion on the revenues * - 450 

Total 720 

Third m council. 1 • - 595 

Fourth, £tc. - - * £75 v- 

Semor merchants each, Bengal - 81 

Fort St George - So 
Bombay - 8£ 

Bencoolen - 200 

Junior merchants each, Bengal - - 75 

Fort St. George - 70 '* 
Bombay - yg 
Bencoolen - 170 


Factors 
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Faftorscacb, Bengal 

60 

Fort St (George - 

- 60 

Bombay 

70 

Bencoolen 

150 

Writers each, Bengal - 

- 5 ° 

Fort St. George 

- 60 

Bombay 

60 

Bencoolen 

11 5 

St. Helena fecond tn council - 

35 ^ 

Third 

250 

Fourth, &c 

1S0 

Fadlors, each 

100 

Wntexs, each 

70 


Befides falary and diet, fudh as are not provided 
with apartments are allowed for houfe rent at Ben* 
<, gal 30I per annum, at Bombay and Bencoolen 30b 
and at St. Helena iol 

The above falaries and allowances ard exclufive 
of any emoluments from a chief-flnp, or any other 
office or employ , and alfo exclufivc of an allow 
ance to the governor and council at Bencoolen of 
3I per ton, on all the pepper exported from thence, 
which on a fuppofition that it js 2000 tons pet 
annum will be 6000I. 

The council at Bengal and Fort St. George, con* 
fids of ten members, and at Bombay, it is compe- 
ted of nine. 

The dated falary allowances and gratuity pods of 
the company's cwil fervanisat Tort William? atK * 
Subordinates from 1762 to 1772 include, 3 f eJS 
follows. 


Gorcf* 
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tjoverno and cafh keeper - £* 24,000 * 

Second-un council,} yearly falary, 
monthly allowance, houfe rent, 
twenty-one and a half ptr cent, 
on the net produce of the Calcutta 
lands, and one per cent, on the ^ 

mintcuftoms ■< - - 1697 10 

Accomptant and colle&or of lands 

and revenues - - 5 001 10 

Third and iixth m council and chiefs 
of Patna and Chutagong - 12,720 

Fourth in council and chief of Caf- 

fimbuzar - - 4360 

Fifth in council and chief of Lucky- 

pore - - 2S60 

Seventh m council and chief of 

Decca - - - 2360 

Eighth m council export and ware- 

houfe-keeper - ' - I X 8 x 10 

Ninth m council, cuftom mailer, 

- t v- 1181 10 

Tenth in council, import vvare- 

houfe-laepir - - iiSt to 

Chaplain - - 270 

hive junior merchants - 3150 

One junior merchant and commif- 

lary general - - j6z 15 

Junior merchant and chief at Mid- 

napore - - 762 15 

Junior merchant and prefident at 

MaHa - - - 762 15 

Junior merchant and mint mafter ditto 762 15 
Total (alary and emoluments. 24,000 
Nine counfcllors - - 38,176 L ? 

One 





One chaplain 
Nine junior merchants 
Nineteen fa&ors - - 

Two furgeons 
Twenty feven writers 

Current Rupees. 
Refidcnt at Btirdwan 


2,070 

J2.555 4 , 
37*756 15 j 
3,46s 2 6 
35,972 12 3 


1541 10 


The total amount - of falary and emoluments of 
the council, fenlor and juntor merchants, faftors, 
writers, chaplains and furgeons from the year 1762 
to 17721s 230,400!* 17s. 1 id. > 

The ordinary charges of Fort St. George, for 
falary, diet and allowances,never exceeded 71,698!." 
a year,' and were in the year 1763, no more than 
^23,1691. 

The ordinary Charges of the civil cftabhlhmcnt 
of Bombay, amounted in the year 1771, tef 
M5 5 3«- . • 

'I he llate of Bencoolcn civil charges, amounted 
in 176s, ^ to 25,855). and in 1761 only to 2,6661, 
The civil cflabhlhmcnt of St. Helena, including 
medicines and maintaining of blacks, amounted in 
1769, to 5,857!. and never exceeded that futn. 

According to the late regulations refpedting the 
cfnblifhment of the forces in Bengal, all officers 
or foldicrs, w hether of cavalry infantry, artillery 
or fcapoys ; all lafears artificers and workmen of 
every denomination, adhng in the field within the 
provinces, are allowed full b3tta ; half batta is paid 
to all of them, while in garrifons, cantonments or 
quarters. 

DouL’c batta is granted to commifiloncd oincers 
only, vvLlji they arc acting in the field beyond the 

pruYUi* 
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provinces, and half double, or full batta, when fa 
garnfon cantonments or quarters b.yond the pro- 
vinces , but officers whq receive a double propor- 
tion of batta, are not entitled to dn\y the monthly 
gratuity. No officer under the rank ot a field 4 of- 
ficer, when commanding a detachment on a£tua[ 
fcmcc, ts to receive more baua than he cUim^ 
from his rank, but all fi Id officers commanding 
deUchtqents, either on adtual Cervice or dLVifiuns 
of brigades m cantonments are allowed the batta of 
officers next in rank above them. 

When beyond the province in quarters or canton- 
ments, the commanding officet, not being a field 
officer, lhaildraw his full batta, all the other officers 
half batta only. All the ilaff who are commillioned 
officers, receive pay and gratuity, befides their pay 
and allowances on the Half, according to their mi- 
litary rank , but fatta only m one capacity, that of 
fheirhigheft rank. 

Such of the ftaff who are not commiflioncd offi- 
cer 5 , and who have occafionally rank only by their 
office, have no right to the monthly gratuity 

An allowance of three days diet monthly, agree- 
able to the victualling contract, is made to all fol- 
diers, on thejr fir ft arrival at fcort William from 
England, or any of the prefidencies , and the con- 
trador’s full allowance for one day is given to the 
military m general, on Chnttmas, new year’s 
day, and the king's birth day , and alfo for three 
days after any detachment returning into garrifon 
or cantonment from the field. No contingent bill 
exceeding 30a rupees is to be paid, unit's coun- 
terfigned by the commander in chief. The court 
of directors were pleated, to allow a conuntlhon °f 

two 
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two and half per cent, upon their net revenues, 
to be divided amongft their principal fervant*, civil 
and military; the amount of this commiffion is to 
be divided into one hundred (hares ; thofe alloted 
to the military to be as follow s : , 

. The commander in chief as fuch only, he not 
being to fliare either as a member of the council 
or fecret committee. 

(hares „ 


To colonels each 5 1 

Lieutenant colonels each about - - 1 jt 

Major’s about - -- -- -- it 


The court'ofdirc&ojs farther declared, that the 
ample provisoes here affigned to the commander 
in chief, aflbres him of an honourable competency, 
and they expcdl the commanding officers will /hc.v 
an unremitting attention to their duty, and the 
preventing of all frauds and abufes in the expcnccs 
of the army. 

The appointments made to the reft of the field 
officers are fuch, as put thetr fe rvice on a more 
advantageous footing than any other fervicein the 
world, and give them the profpect of improving 
their fortune by a gradual progreffion. ( . 

The court of diredtors ordered that the eftablifh- 
meht of field officers of this prefidency Ihall not ex* 
ceed the following number, viz: 

Three colonels of infantry, including the com- 
mander in chief. \ 

Six lieutenant colonels of infantry. 

One lieutenant colonel of artillery. 

One lieutenant colonel of engineers. 
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Six majors of infantry. 

Three majors of feapoys. 

One major of artillery. 

One major of engineers. 

The army is compofed of three brigades* 

Three regiments were formed by lord Clive, 
ivery new governor and general, on their acceffioti 
o command, feernto be fond of innovations, filled^ 
mprovements, pur pol'd y to difplay their talents 
md genius fruitful in refources. Thus three ftrong 
cgiments were JpUt into fix weak battalions and. 
he companies reduced from fevemy to fifty nine 
companies. Thus expanded into eighteen requi- 
red twice the number v of non dona million ed officers, 
upon the activity, fteidmek, fobrlety and flc*ll of 
ferjeams and corporals, depends in great meafurc 
the difcipUne and regularity of e^ery corps in this 
part of the world. Such people arc fcarce in Eng- 
land, ftill fcarcer in India. Thele deficiencies were* 
fupplied by necefiity from die rank ; hence chi 
companies were further dimmilhed and the fervicC 
almold irreparably injured. Previous to any alte- 
ration a large proportion of recruits ought to have 
been levied. As it is, the companies are in fo 
low a ftate, that what with the calualties of one'lttnd 
or other, there are fcarcely ever platoons of abovd 
fifteen men, not fick in the fidd. 

There is a captain to eiery company 5 for the 
field officers have neither companies nor battalions 
of feapoys, two Hold officers therefore to each bjt- 
talion of infantry are fuperfiuous. By reducing 
their number, the government might annually fmte 
fvVeral thoufand pounds, and thefe higher' conWif- 
T t fiens^ 


ferns, being fcarcer, could be more defirable and 
more refpettable coo. 

The excefs of allowances to the captain of artil- 
lery, by the charge of hufiars, artificers and other 
workmen, delegated to him, renders bis poll more 
lucrative than is confiftent with the equality requi- 
fite to every fervicer ’The artillery have much 
greater pay ; and if they have more trouble than 
the infantry that is fumcient compenfacion for it. 
One field oificer, lord CJive, thought full enough for 
this corps, b^ca'ufc each Company has a captain, and 
the field officer is not confined to any particular 
ftation, but mud refide where the commander in 
chief does. 

Lord Clive in the year 1765, changed the mill* 
tary. pay from Arcot to Sunnet rupees, for what 
reafon has never been affigned ; for it could neither 
be from frugality, nor a defire to ferve the army » 
yet the foldier feldom receives his fubfiftence in that 
fpecie. The fiudhiation'of exchange often occafi- 
ons conliderable lofs to the men, productive of 
continual murmurings and dilcontenr, -The troops 
ftould be paid in one real not imaginary coin, 
whereof they know the adtual value ; which ought 
to be fettled at the fame ftandard throughout chc 
provinces, much lefs be fubjcCt to an annual va- 
riation. 

In conGderaiion of the economical fyftem and 
various reftriftionS cftablifficd in 1765, the field 
officers had other indulgences, thought adequate 
to their ftatlons, thefe were afterwards relu&antly 
yielded, and at leogth either curtailed, on different 
pretexts, or qualified by fundry modifications, ffii 
they became levelled to the prefent ftandard. 

. dwt5fcions 
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du&icns of this kind were abfolutely .wrong,, un- 
advifed and improper, and they left an indelible 
impreffiop of injustice. Much thought and' pre- 
caution are/equifihhin framing pecuniary regula- 
tions, or increafing fubfidies in any department. 
To avoid a prefent and perhaps flight inconveni- 
ence, is the ufual plea for fuch augmentations, 
which tends afterwards to very difagreeable cm- 
baraiTmcms, if not infuperable difficulties. The 
officers had been often allured that they (hould 
be rewarded for their ferviecs ; but thofe promifes 
were violated ; a want of faith highly unbecoming 
the dignity of. government. Inclination for the 
fervice muft be ditcouraged by fuch fallacies; 
fcarcely one qf the officers afterwards repofed any 
confidence in the faith- of their governors and na- 
turally fufpected e/cry order they iflued, that Teem- 
ed to bear the lead: refemblance of favour to them, 
to be infidious, calculated to ferve a turn, and to 
admit of a ftnifter interpretation whenever they 
JhouM think fit to expound it. .The officers are 
the body that muft in time of danger, fupport the 
fupreinc authority, to the civil and .military ; 
therefore it is an advantage to. the fervice for them 
to think they arc laying the foundation of an iiw 
dependency, their allowances were the only chan- 
nel of recommendation for their .labours. The 
genius of Bengal, and the. generous, not to fay 
profule fpirit diflfufed throughout the inhabitants 
of it, obliges every officer to appear in aftatc fit to 
ffipporc his importance and his popularity. 

rive officers of the brigade, laid the noble pre- 
lidcnt, arc conftantly of my family, befides occa- 
ftqnal guefb, and yt I am net remarkable far bang 
* mtufi 
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nmb aumamd cfjmity, cr for camvial liberal 'it 
tbs k ft Jr, perhaps ofay in my rank. His lordfti 
lias delineated hi§ own charadlcr in a few word 
ss a moil unfocial folitary being. , 

He thought the model of brigades a happ 
contrivance, admirably calculated by the income 
rating foreign with native troops, for the defenc 
or dilrant provinces, 

In regard to the batta, the company never favee 
a rupee by its redu&ion. Before this reformation 
otneers never demanded quarters for thcmfelves 
or buferoqs for their conveyance, but were con 
tent with fuch huts and boats as’ they firlt found, 
at their own cxpence, or took their chance' in 
tents agrunfl: the inclemency of the weather. After 
,iey had been curtailed of this douceur, tempo* 
wy quartas were built every year, and repaired. 
All forts of allowance delivered in kind, and con- 
tin gent accounts vying with each other in extra- 
Yagance. • • • 

The fepoys are cxceHent light troops, if pro- 
periy Jifciplmed, with able commanders rhep 
nrpealilj recruited, a concouffe of dully young 
fvlbws amongft them offering daily their fervicet 
to the army. Thefe troops want only to be led 
frnm r ’ tQ ftead Y J and to be retrained 

rom bring and rufhmgon precipitately to rheat- 
.. rr-ift When there is a fcarcitv of men 

£ J avildar is font into their own country 
coat' * ne ' Vj tUr ^ an » glaiing fuord, laced 
Hs faiffl f mo f7i he ' fiPBCHllv fuccccds; 
lowers' P ^5 k cbc * and tinfel coat attracts many fob* 
duted Imnn °^^ cs and'drums may be iniro- 
ng them with efieft ; their ears become 
habituated 
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habituated, to this .martial fnufip; ' whiph; would' 
•tuuc their feet to the quick "movements' of Euro- 
pean fold jets/ and their mqnuceyrcs, and, teach 
then; to run to arms, “and aficnible at the regular 
fighals and alarms. ' * . >. k - • 

* /The black’' cavalry Is at prefcht of no farther ufe 
than to attend the corama’nde’r in chief anti, colo- 
nels of brigades, and are too ihconfiderabie to be 
of fervice in time df war '; it is impodible^ .front 
the vicioufncfs of their horfes, to difeiphne ca-. 
valry in Indoftan to a tolerable .degree', of perfee- * 
tiotv; they are very expenfivc to th,e government ; 
the pay of a fingle troop exceeding that of a fea- 
. poy battalion, The European’ cavalry' is almoft 
as insignificant.' ' /* ’/ ’ • • ./• 

The Lafcars arc the oq\y ha^d working people 
in the country ; they are a very ufeful body in.* 
every part of' their' bufipefs, particularly in; the , 
management of cannon,' in which’ they are afmojtl 
as expert as European matrofles. 

Lord Clive modelled the army according to the 
following eftabliftuhent : 

. The army to be formed into four brigades. 

, A brigade to confift of one regiment ofinfantry, 
one company of artillery, four battalions of fea-.,, 
poys, two troops, oc four fquadrous of cavalry, 
in time of war only, an,d one battalion of lafcars. 

‘ The ftaff of a brigade, to be one brigade major, , 
one aid-de-camp, one chaplain, one pay-mafter, 
aild one commilfary. 

A tegiment of infantry to confift of one colo- 
nel, one Ucutcnant-cqloncJ, one major, two grena- , 
diers companies, and eight battalion companies/ • 

A bat- 
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A battalion company, of one captain, onelieu^ 
tenant, one enfign, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drums, and feventy private. 

A grenadier companv , ot one captain, two lieu- 
tenants, five' ferjeants, five corporals, three drums, 
and feventy private. 

A company of artillery to confift of one captain, 
three lieutenants, four enfigns, ten ferjeants, ten 
drums, and ten fifes, one commandant, and one 
adjutant; with the rank of fubedars. * 

Each company to confift of feventy feapojs. 

* Black cavalry, each troop to confift of qds 
captain, three lieutenants, one ferjeant major, fix 
feijeants, two fide-drums, two trumpets, and two 
hundred private. 

Were the lquadrons made as large in India as 
in Europe, they would, from the vicious nature 
ofthehorfes, become unwieldy and unmanage- 
able. 

The army would have been better calculated 
for defending the provinces, had a fuitable diftri- 
bution been made of it in conjunction with the in* 
dependent treops. 

* The company have fhamefutty ncgle&cd to put 
all their advantageous pofts in a ftatc of defence.^ 

• Chittagong is abfolutely defeqcelefs ; nor is 
there one material obftacle to obftruft an enenty's 
invafion to the ea Award, and march to the prcli* 
dency. According to a former propofal of Mf* 
Vanfittarr, a fortrefs might be ereCted there, con- 
veniently fituated, fecured by pofts, and lur- 
rounded by water; it needs not be very large. 
Were the enemj then to attempt to hnd and prd- 
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cecdwcft.vard, they mighc be engaged between 
two fires. * » 

The Moratta cavalry are the only dangerous 
foes to the fouth-weft ; fotne of the ftrong-holds in , 
Midnapore, and the frontiers of Burdwan, fliould 
therefore be repaired, for thefe are the weakeft 
fides of die company’s fettlements. Encourage- 
ment Ihould alfo be given to the inhabitants of 
thefe countries to build their houfes in clumps on 
rifing grounds, and fuch little mud forts as arc 
frequent through the Bahar province. They are' 
impregnable xo horfc, and many of them cannac 
be taken without cannon. The width and depth 
of their ditches ferve as a fafe lodgment to their 
cattle, as their walls do for their families and 
grain. 

The works of Banampore are fufficicnt to fecure 
the paflage of the Ganges, and that v of the Coflim- 
buzar riv cr, all round the ifland. , 

The fattory of Mauldah with a little addition 
can be made capable of prote&ing the Mauldah 
river; and a little expence would, render the 
works of Oadanullah a competent guard to all the 
country round Rajamahall. 

_ As the pafs- of Teliagarec over-awes the river, 
and ehtirely prevents accefs to the countiry on 
that fide, it may becafily fortified. 

Mongheer will be always a defirable ftation for 
the company's troops ; itrequires but little money, 
time, or labour, to repair its fortifications; little 
more is wanted than to clean the ditch, and to 
- reftorethe breaches in the walls and parapets, and 
to llppe the glacis. The. place .itfelf has a good, 
magazine in it, and covets all the paSes into the 

country. 
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country, befides cutting off the communication ort 
that fide between Bahar and Bengal. 

The city of Patna and fort of Beltat fufficiendy 
command the graduck, as Roles does the courfe 
of the Soane. 

Someftrong work fhould be thrown up on our 
fide at Mantes, a town at the confluence ot Gcrah 
with the Ganges, m order to prevent furprifc 
from that quarter* The Goralt runs clofc by' 
Farrabad. 

The fort of Bu\ar has been repaired ; it de- 
fends the mouth of the Caramnafla, and the great 
rivet up to Benares. 

Juanporc fhould never have been reflored ; that 
fortrefs is on the banks of the Goomby, which 
waflics the walls of Lacknow, and empties itfelf 
into the Ganges neai Bcnaref, it is in the centre of 
a fine country, fruitful in grain and* provifions. 
The poffcfiion of this place had fccureci the com- 
pany’s poiTcflions agamft any clandeflme attempt 
of the nabob of Oudc, from his capital. 

Churnagur may be eafily protected from any In- 
fult of the cnem), while Allahabad is garrifoned 
with the company’s troops, and the place has a 
fufticienc number of troops to prevent a coup-dc 
mam. 

The navigation of the Junnah and Gang 25 l * 
effedtually prefirved or interrupted by thefe twtf 
forts, and as the great marrot Midnapore llesal^ 
between them, they could diltrefs the vVhole coun- 
'p y round in cafe of neccility. ' 

Whenever a war does break oat, the fiat of it 
will probably be m Bahar, or eaft A ; ard ofit i tti mat 
cafe there arc no places in the company’s territo- 
ries 
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ries, fo commodioufly fituated, both for lodging 
(lores and fupplying proviitons to the army ; bv 
the abfolute command of fo many large ftre.im", all 
of free navigation, and communicating with each 
other, both for the prefcnt and permanent fecurity 
of their poffcffions, th* four brigades thould be (Ra- 
tioned as follows : one at Chittagong, another at 
■Barrampore, a third at Dynapore, and the fourth 
at Allahabad which places ought to be confidered 
as the head quarters. Detachments may be d : f- 
perfedin the moll convenient pods adjacent. Thole 
of Chittagong ought partly to fupply the prefidenejr 
and Decca, and Barrampore partly the piefidency 
and Monghecr. Dynapore might furnifh Buxar, 
and the works on theGograh of Allahabad might 
Churnagur and Jimpore. The troops at MiJna- 
pore and Burdwan will De fufiicient to protect all 
their own confines : thefc at Marfhadabad will 
guard the borders towards Rungpore down to 
Decca : the brigade at Dynapore will awe all the 
interior parts of Bihar, while the Patna purgun- 
n alt's fpread themfclves along the fouthern limits. 
Thus- diftributed, they would derive plenty to 
themfclves, by fecuring the property of the inha- 
bitants, 'wherever they redded, and would alfo 
caufe a more equal diffufion of their money through- 
out the country. 

The expence of one troop of European cavalry 
on the Bengal eilablifhmcnr for the governor's 
guard, the pay and allowance included, amounts 

per annum, to 17191. 

, The commanding officer is allowed for feeding 
two horfes for himfcif, and for feeding the twenty- 
fix horfes for his troop, 30 rupees per month. 

Vol.-IV. * U u The 
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The cxpence of a regiment of black cavalry on 
the Bengal eftablifhment, confining of three troops 
pay and allowance included,' amounts to 30,807!. 
each troop’s cxpence computed at 10,269!. 

The European officers maintain their horfes out 
6f their pay and allowance, and the ferjeants in 
lieu of baita, are dieted the fame as the infantry. 
All the black officers drums and troopers maintain 
their own horfes out of their pay, and are not al- 
lowed any batta. 

The txpence of one battalion of European 
infantry on the Bengal dlablifhment, confiftingof 
27 officers, 38 ferjeants, 38 corporals, 20 drums, 
404 private, 527 amounts to 16,644k 8s. 4d.per 
annum. 

The whole confiding of three regiments of two 
battalions each, with one colonel to each regiment, 
the amount is 107,798k 10s. 

• The expence of a brigade of fcapoys, confiftiog 
of 6 battalions, amount to 117,399k 

The cxpcnce of one battalion of lalcars for the 
fervice of the ordnance on the Bengal eftablifh* 
ment, the pay of batta included, amounts to 6,480!. 

The ordnance of a brigade, agreeabieto the new 
regulations, will require from fix to feven hundred 
bullocks for its draught, including guns and tum- 
brils of the feapoys battalions. 

To 2 24 pounders each 24 bullocks. 

2. 12 ditto , 10 ditto 

8 6 ditto , - 8 ditto 

a howitzer 6 ditto 

Ja 3 P°^ n ders attached to the feapoys 
battalions, 6 ditto 

Twenty- 
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Twenty-two tumbrels (hould be attached to the 
above ordnance, and to each of thefe to bullocks. 

The number of fpare carriages for the fald ord- 
nance, and bullocks for their draught, fhould be 
as follows : 


t— 24 pounder, to which mud be allowed "il*’’ 
1 — 12 ditto T . _ + 

3 -“ ° ditto, eight bullocks each . 1 ° 

i Howitzer - * 

6—3 pounders, 6 bullocks each - -g 
Artificers cart, and money tumbril, 10 each 20 


Allowing fpare bullocks in the proportion of one 
to every fix, that the whole numberpropofed for 
the ordinance attached to each brigade, wiU then 
amount to 649. . 6 * W1,f tnen 

Lord Clive having been requefted to perufe the 

new code of regulat ons of the millrarv • hc 
the following obfervathms H ‘ S '“^'P 

3 ttHi«;Tfu£LmTi o d^s r :h r ; m hfv- r ,,,e 

thefe officers is an unneceflary expence. aV ' ng bdll ‘ 

**■” “heft dS“es 0 mfy r bedonfby!l,°e r c r o !1C!£ 
mon ferjeant of the artillery n, ‘ 

halTio ,™”„ b f r p eace! af «a £°a“e ** 

time is unneceffarv and r number at thqt 

in time of war y ’ “ d ** ea % b = Wftd 

quarter-mafte^for'fircars^'and^alfo^o^H^H? 11 ^ “ 

new articles of charge , nd * uoneciffa^' "" 

The 
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The ten fircars and the ten watermen to each 
battalion of ftapo)s may be reduced tooni-halfcf 
that number in time of peace. 

The pay matters at d c ammiffioners being cove- 
nanted iervattt, aie not entitled to any extraordi- 
nary allowance except batta when they are in the 
field. 

Allow ance for hones to the ftafF officers and aids- 
de camp, and candles to the latter when in garri- 
fon ts unneceflarv. 

The allowance for boats to individual of- 
ficers unneceflarv, except field officers, who com- 
mand detachments and are obliged to keep tables. 

Lord Clive being aiked, whether the officers an! 
foldiers could ferve at a fmaller ex pence in Bengal 
than on the coaft of Coromand.il, he anlwered, 
“ That he was of opinion, an European officer or 
ioldier could live as cheap in the firft of thflle /ef- 
tlements as in the latter, with rcfpettto ?11 art.clcs 
except thofe which ceme from Europe. And being 
farther afleed, whether thefc European articks arc 
necefiary to the officers and foldiers ? he rephed, 
that none of them were necefiary to the foldier, 
but that wine and fame other articles were necefuty 
to the officer. 

Colonel Caillaud had formerly propofed to raife 
a body of European cavalry for the fervice of the 
company, confiftmg of two troops of dragoons; 
the company to be at the whole firft exf cnce of 
fitting out each troop compleat ; after which, the 
captain of each troop is to keep all th ir accoutre- 
ments, furniture, &c. belonging to the horfes in 
good repair , hkcwife, 10 maintain t heir horfrs, 
provide them with ihoes am) plnftc, &c. and to 
1 defray 
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defray every other neceflary charge, for which he 
is to be allowed thirty rupees per month for every 
horfe in the Cold, and twenty rupees per month for 
every horfe while in garrifon ; the company to give 
the hrft cloathing » alfo to ettablifli one troop of 
Hufiars, on the lame pay and under jhe fame re- 
gulations as the dragoons ; alio to cthbliih two 
companies of artillery. /The board approved of 
thefe proposals ; and as the number of troops by 
the returns, amounted to near .iaco men, and the 
dedud is from,thence of 43 5 men, of which thefe 
new eftabliihments were to confift, would leave a 
refidue of about 750 men, the board ordered this 
remainder to be divided into ten companies and 
their propsr officers. The directors having com- 
plained that their military charges were large and 
full unnccefljry, they recommended chat no inno- 
vations (hould be introduced without an abfolute 
nectfiuy. And they added, that as the preftdency 
had formed two troops of liuropcan horfe, and 
a- party of Hufiars upon colonel Caillaud's repre- 
fen tation of the abfolute ncceflity of fuch a corpfc 
of cavalry, they hoped this mcafurc which was a 
heavy addition to their military cxpeiicc, was not 
undertaken without fuch abfolute needfity ; but 
ihtt however, fince thefe troops had been rat fed, 
the greated care (hould be tak-,n to keep the ex- 
pellees atten ling them within the limits menrioned 
and as (bon as the ctrcuodhnccs would fafely ad- 
mit, the whole corps, or at lea It a part lhould be 
reduced, As two companies of artillery were 
greatly infofiicicnt for this branch of the fervice, 
V hen the army was in the field, the proficiency of 

Fort 
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l'ort William agreed to raife a third company oa 
the lame eftabltlhment as thofe then exilting. 

Confidering the prefent lituation of the compa- 
tty’s affairs upon the coaft of Coromandel and in 
Bengal, their territorial acquiiitions they could not 
be p refer ved without a very refpedtable military 
force ; this force, in the opinion of general Law- 
rence, engineer Call, and general Caillaud, lhould 
con fill of 3000 infantry, 200 cavalry, 300 artil- 
lery, all Europeans, and 5000 feapoys at each of 
the faid two prefidcncies ; that the annual expence 
thereof at each fettlement, according to a calcula- 
tion made by Mr. Call, would amount to the fum 
of 1 2,oooU a year ; that- if through an ill-timed 
parfimony, any great misfortune lhould happen to 
the company, the court of diredtors would un- 
doubtedly incur fevefc cenfure, by not attending, 
as far as was really necefiary for fafety, to the opi- 
nion and judgment of officers of fuch dtftinguilhcd 
abilities and experience. 

In confcquence of thefe reprefentarions, they 
Hated the expcnces of Fort William and Fort Sr. 
George prefidencics, at the fum of 120,000!. each, 


Infantry three battalions of 700 men each, being 
ai companies or 2 ico men, including '3 majors, 
iS captains, 21 lieutenants and 21 enfigns. 

Cavalry, two companies or 300 men, including 
s captains, 4 lieutenants and 4 cornets. 

Artillery', three companies, or 300 men, inclu- 
ding 3 captains, 6 lieutenants, and 6 fire-workers. 
Total of Europeans, 2,600. 

Scapoys, four battalions of 1000 rqen each* 
4000 men, including 4 captains, 4 lieutenants 3 nd 
4 enfiens, all Europeans. Total 6, 600 men. 

The 
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The pay m as continued upon the eftablilhmenc 
-then exifting, and the major’s received fixieen dril- 
lings per day, which included both the pay ofma- 
jor and captain. 

Lord Clive, in a letter to the court of directors' 
of April 1764, propofed that the company fhould 
always have in Bengal, at leaft 3000 Europeans, to 
confift of 3 battalions of 700 each, 4 companies of 
artillery of 100 each, and 500 light horfe; and he 
obferved, that though their forces had done great 
things and had gained great honour, much was ttill 
wanting to bring them to that due obedience and 
fubordination, which is confident with the intereft 
of the fervice ; that while his majefty’s forces were 
abroad, and the companies had fo few of them, our 
two or three field officers might anfwerthe purpofe, 
but that as his majefty’s troops had been recalled, 
they ihould immediately endeavour to fupply this 
deficiency. He recommended particular officers, 
with whofe military merits he declared himfelf well 
acquainted. Upon this occafion he added, that he 
had very ftrong reafons to with, that this idea of 
regimenting their troops might talic place, for that 
without fuch a fubordination, he ihould not be able 
to enforce the orders of the directors for the reduc- 
tion of their military expences, which had been a 
* conflant.dead weight, and had fvvallowed up their 
revenues. 

\ The committee of corrcfpondence having com- 
pared the plan of lord Clive, with that adopted by 
the company, were of opinion, that the governor 
and council ffiould abide by the company's plan as 
fo the number of men for the prefenr. Applica- 
tion was made to the fccretary at war, for a fuperior 
commifiion 
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commiflion for major Adams, in regard to the 
great feruce he had rendered the company. 

*1 hough lord Chve had propofed fix battalions of 
flapOjS, making 6000 men, the company’s pre- 
flit ertablifiiment confiftingof four battalions, of 
4000 nv*n» was to remain in Jlatu quo. 

Lord Clue, under pretence of preventing cku- 
fes, appoincc 1 feperare pay -matters with deputes 
and a commitmv to each brigade The infantry 
tn Ben a al was in luch a deplorable condition, that 
young men were wanting to recruit it 

1 he committee has mg taken into confideration 
the great amount of furgeon’s bills, for attending 
the military tn tl c field, and in gamfon, they rc- 
folvid to contract with them in future, at a certain 
rate, for providing every thing for the people ex- 
cept cloathmg and lodging , the fame to be fixed 
at eighteen fhillings per month, and o'dcrs were 
nTucd accordingly. 

The board taking into confideration the frtfert 
Bate of the army, and the great expcncc incurred 
by mainlining fu large a force, not only for their 
defence anf fccuruj.but bkewife for collecting the 
revenues of the kingdoms of Bengal and Bihar, 
were of opinion, that the company ftiould only 
(land charged for fi-ch a part of the forces as were 
ntctfijry for ihc defence of their out fortifications, 
and their ter itonal pollcffions, and that the gu" 
scrnnu-ntfiioald be chi-gcd with the reft. Ic was 
trercu reihc oninon of tl c board, that one of t l c 
br gai’es corfifin fa ota regiment of nire comps* 
n of l > rop-ans and of fix battalions of fcapuys 
\ wu'J fufilce for the protection of the c< mpany’s 
forti cations and diftuets ox Ca’cuua, Chut-gong, 
Budsvar, 
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jrdwan, and Midnapore, and that the firft bri- 
ttle fliould be appointed to that fervice, and if at 
ty time this brigade fhould be under the necei- 
:y of taking the field, in fuch cafe the baita, and 

1 extraordinary expenecs oil that account were to 

2 charged to the government. Lord Clive ex- 
lained the meaning of this minute to the conmiit- 
,e ; one of the brigades was to be charged to the 
ampany, and the expenecs paid out of their tern- 
irial pollelfions, ceded to them by the nabob of’ 
cngal ; but all the extra expenecs of that brigade, 
ad all the expences of the reft of the army were to 
e charged upon the dewannee revenues. 

The feleft committee at Fort William reptefen- 
rd, that the great and national object of encrea- 
ng the company’s inveftmints, was not to be fe- 
ared and perpetuated without an unwearied atten- 
ion to their military eftabliflimcnr, and the main- 
lining of a force proportioned to the rifque incur- 
cd by the company’s influence and pofleflions : 
hat the difmiflion of the nabob's ufekfs military 
rabble, and of thofc troops that were kept up by 
the Rajah's in their fe\ ctal dillrufts, for the pur- 
pofe of enforcing the coHe&ions, had obliged the 
prefldencies to raife eight battalions of independent 
feapoys. That notwithftj tiding the great number 
of recruits ftnt out this year from England, and the 
liberal fupply of troops granted bv the prefidenev 
at Fort Sr. George, the mortality on bojird the 
tcanfpocts had been jo great, as well as the effefts 
of the hte unhealthy ftafon had been fo fatal, that 
the prefidency could not avoid being alarmed ac 
the extraordinary difproportion between their Eu- 
ropeans and black infantry ; whofc dangerous in- 
Vol. IV. X x to’ence 
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Jolence and turbulent fpirit, Jnd evinced the necef- 
fity of keeping them in awe and fuLjeCtion 

Lord Clive informed the committee that upon a 
mutiny among the officers, and their being turned 
out of the Port of Monghcer, a battalion of Euro- 
peans got urdtr arms, with a view to mutiny, and 
follow thur officers , that a battalion of feapoys 
upon receiving advice of fuch a defigo, immedi- 
ately marched up to them, and reduced them to 
fubm Hi on 

The board be ng apprised that there was ro 
cl eque upon the furg on majors of each brigade, 
according to the plan in which tl eir hofpitals were 
Conducted, appointed at lord Clive’s requifition, a 
Jurgeon general, with power to infpedt into the 
Haie of all military hofpitals, at the pay of tea 
lhilhngs p“r day. 

The board deliberating on the little fort ice the 
fivall body of cavalry pn the company’s pay can 
ever be of, and confiriering that in the time of ac- 
tual Lrvice, it would be either expofed to the pe* 
petual hazard of bung rut off, if at any d fiance 
from the infantry, or prove an embarraffiiunt, if 
jo ned to it , and reflecting alfo, that the expence 
of a body of horfe capable of doing real fervice, 
would exceed their means, fiace the annual cotlof 
Jo inconlidcrable a. number as they now maintained 
was not lefs than rupees 30,0675 1 2. they re* 
Joked that the whole cava'rv, b th Luropean and 
I ndoftan be direCtly difbardcd, -nd that the Euro- 
pean officers, ferjeants, &.c be incorporated with 
the brigades 


Your 
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Your committee in the next place proceeded to 

• lay before the houfe what has occurred to them 
upon the articles of pay atvbatta. 

And they find, by a minute of a confiscation 
at Fort William of the twenty-third of September, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-one, that the 
committee of accounts laid before the board or 
Itacement of the difference of pay between the Icing's 
and company’s officers and private men, and ot a 
gratuity to make them equal ; ns Ukewifc a Uft of 
allowances to be made the officers in the field, up- 
on a reprefentation of colonel Coote on that fub- 
jeft, and that the board confented to the payment 
of fuch differences, till luch time as the company's 
pleafure Ihould be known. , 

And the committee find, that thirty-nine of the 
military officers delivered in a letter to the board, 
dated September the 2 iff, one thoufand feven 
% hundred.and fixty-one, afligning their reafons why 

• the double batta fhould not be ft ruck off ; and 
therein reprefenting, that it would be impoffible 
Jor an officer to live in a manner fuitable to his fta- 
tlon, if that redu&ion took place, houfe* rent and 
prices of all provifions being (o ureatly inercafed 
within a few preceding years, while their allowan- 
ces m garrifon continoed^the fame. 

'I'liat it was only with the aflutmee of what ! t- 
tlc an officer could faveout of his full bitta in the 
field, that he was enabled to fubfift decmtly the 
moll of the year in garrifon,and fit himfeif out for 
the next campaign ; and that it would readily ap- 
pear how little could be laved in the field, whfcn 
, the 
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' I ’ e ,| S +“ t H eXP ‘’ n P m ,S thCre ,l;lb[e < 0 , MP 
conhdered , to ft, noth.ng 0 f the | o(i „ 

and mtcic/ ‘ ' e d ™' ,ot b orfes and the defcrlm 
“e, ,cn at coolies IV, th Ins baogage, hi 

which no illo\ „nce was made.. 

fit}!!™ " Ue > ,be offic " s on the coart ftb 

d.fficuh" ,h ?’ o', tiuS Ms not '«ttoo tm0 ch 
1 ’l ^ ' m ° ft ltlnd of PtonHons are muck 
" *“« ,ha0 “ ^ngal , that the campayu 
one ft L S "' re , ntier 11 much d^nce from 

as Jnhh , ° r °' ‘ Cr ’ e,ti,er tn g b ' b or foreign, 
as to oblige them to entry ft, | ar „ t 3 llo ,i of ‘ ’ 

de?n"nceeim th f D !t aSan0 ® Ctr Bengal »„suo 
rallv rhrr* fince this army was gene 

«h y o„lv “b f0Ur > ndrcd "»l« from Calcutta, 
Patna CoS’ b ' vkn=E they could be fupphed , 
SnolorS UZar J and ° ,l,er fobordinatts, a P 
to cartv ft "t, 0 ' 1 ""* That the being obliged 
rmp- coolies 3 S£ a S c niade the cjcpcnce of hi 
thafare in ^ vh * K °* the fuppltea 

%7„o°t n b ,he * 

Drier' non,, , * , not bear fo exorbitant a 

that if an officer, b/the means T“ 3 “ f° S T 

itl'Ti h i ™ nfloS 

f = moneV „e + d “ lus P°«=t 'o lay by a lit 

enable hm, r ’ 3P r l ° mairC31n a family, or to 
muftnev™ ' Ct b ' s "«.vo country , jet he 
a patrfee hon'*'”?' 83 '!' P r, “ b=ftr<; could S :I 
en irely dei ru 1 * 3t 1 ,* rcciu ci:ion of baits would 

7 hOP= ° f raUrn ‘ nS ' 

yrov ffion mi J e a,“,h “I” 1, not any other 

ft l thole e, 1 „ , ’ h ! ’l s hls lra J c(l d' s kmcc 
> D- rtrj red incapable of&rving 

them- 
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ihcmfelves for their country, by old age, lofs of 
limbs, or ether accidents, which a folciier is always 
Table to : that in India their rank is inferior to that 
of the king’s officers; and that in Europe they 
have no military rank at all. < 

That they therefore trufl: in the juftice of the 
prcfidcncy, not fo far to under rate the fervice of 
theic military officers, as to think of reducing 
their allowance, when they have already fo greatly 
the di fad vantage, in point 'of inteteft, ot every 
other branch of the company’s fervants, that 
nothing but their zeal for the fervice, and a re- 
gard for their profefllon, can be fuppofed to re- 
tain them in it. ' „ * 

And the committee find, that the. board or- 
dered captains Champion and Bradbridge (the 
two fenior captains in Calcutta, who figned that" 
letter) to deliver in, next council day, anefti- 
matc of fuch extraordinary expences as they 
judged to be abfolutely necefiary in the field ; and * 
that they like wife ordered the commifiary general 
1 to lay before the board an account of the amount 
of officers batta for the lad year* 

And the committee find, by a minute of con- 
fuhation at Fort William, of the twenty-fifth of 
September, onc.thoufand feven hundred and 
fmy-one, that the commifiary general laid before 
the board the account of batta allowed the officers 1 
m the field, from December one thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty-nine, to November one thou- 
t md feven hundred and fixty ; which is as 
follows : 
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Fort William, Sept. 25, 1761, 
Account of batta to the military, from Decent' 
ber 1759 to November 1760. 

Batta to the officers under colonel Caillaucl ; 

December, 1759 - - 9353 7 6 
January, 1760 - - 116S9 ^ ® 

February - - - in 72 9 3 

March - - - 11756 29 

April - 14398 ° 0 

May - * 17674. o iq 

June - - > 20923 u 0 

July - - 20036 4 1 

Thefc months the troops'! Augufl: - 9371 5 % 

were in cantonments, J Sept. - - 11854 1 3 
and had Angular batta | O&ober 11014 o 0 
only. j Nov. - 11294 8 9 

160,537 9 6 

Batta to officers on the dc- 

tatchment under capt. , 

Spears, from February 
1760 to April 1760, 

both months included - - - 12,052 6 0 

Batta to officers on the 
detatchmcnt under 
capt. Fifcher, from 
February 1760 to July 
1760, both months 

included - - - 26,025 1 ” 

Batta to officers with 
the detatchmcnt un- 
der major Yorhc ; 

September, 1760 - - - 708 7 6 

‘ ' oaobcf 
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* October - . - - " ~ 3,872,14 o 
November - 5,937 13 6 

Current rupees - 209,134 4 0 

And the committee find, that captains Cham- 
pion and Bradbridgc hkewife hid before the 
board .an cflimate of the e\penccs monthly, ne^ 
ccihry fora captain during a -campaign; which 
is as follows, viz. 

Foit William, Sept. 25, 1761. 

Eftimatc of c-\peoces monthly ncceffary for 
a captain during a campaign. 

Garrifon. Field. Difference. 


Head fervant - - 5 « 10 

Another ditto - 3 6 

Cook - ' - - 4 9 

Barber - - - 1 2 

Waflierman 1 2 

Bearers - - - 16 41 

Coolies for baggages,, 

eight -1-0 o 

Two Peons o o 

Horfe* keeping o . o 

Piffcrncc of the price of liquors : 
Madeira - 30 bottles, at 1-8 each 45 o 
Beer - 30 12 23 8 

Arrack - 15 4 3 12 


5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2-5 


40 

12 


Sappofiug fi\c to rnefs together, 
proportion, of coolies - - - 


71 4 


40 o 
IVr 
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For extraordinary dearnefs of pro- 
fions, See - - ^00 

Ditto w earring apparel - 40 o 

A rupees 313 0 

It is to be obferved, that no allowance is made 
for the prime coft of horfc and palanquin, which 
cannot be lefs than one thoufand rupees, nor for 
rifque, breakage, and Ioffes of all forts, to which 
an officer is liable during the courfe of a cam 
paign 

And the committee find, that thereupon the 
board rdoKtd, that, notwithftanding their great 
defire to 111 ike io confidcrible a fuv mg for the 
company, as would be done by reducing one half 
ol the officers batta, jet having mutually col 
fidcrcd every article of the above cflimate, they 
could find nothing in them more than fcim J 
nccclhr) , and that they therefore rcfolvcd, that 
the batta be continued on the preftne footing 

And the committee find, 1 hat the board likcwife 
took under their dehbvration the vifl cxpcncc of 
elephants, camels, v nftuallng the troops, and fi-f 
milling boats , and thinking it the moil digit’- 4 
method of re lucing theft. cxpences, that adv.rufc 
11 inn jlmuld be pubhihed for contnfls to b- en r 
cl into with the perfons who will agree -t tt' 
en up ft rates the} ordered rotice to b- give”* t» 
r { r f nt contr £lor», tl t their contract* thu- 1 
c / ‘ r J December next enfuings 

V t iV ,*■ *hat the moft imp rcorc’itif 1 
i* o d l e dn snout, ard laid before the beard f* 
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iKelr infpefHon, before fuel. adyertifement took 

place. , , 

And the committee find, by the company s ge- 
neral letter to Bengal, of March the ninth, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-thiee, that the 
dire&ors replied, that the extraordinary allowance 
of double batta, was what they could nor pafs over, 
without fome animadverfions : that luch an en- 
creafe of allowance was not only entirely new to 
them j but no reafons were given, why of late tc 
would be deemed mote neceffary, than it was here- 
tofore. They obferved, that their compliance there- 
with is founded on an eftimate, which appears to 
be of a very extraordinary nature, with regard to 
the great number of fervants laid to be neceiTary ift 
the field ; to the allSdged dearnefs of provifions, 
which the directors have reafon to believe is great- 
er on the coaft of Coromandel than in Bengal j and. 
alfo to the unprecedented article of wearing apparel. 
They further remarked, th?t notwitbftanding they 
rate their field expences at 313 Arcot rupees per 
month, yet by the general lift of batta, inferred by 
the precedency, among their military regula- 
tions of one thoufand feven hundred and lixty-one, 
it appears, that they had even exceeded this efti- 
mate, by allowing each captain twelve Arcot ru- 
pees per day for his common field expences, 
and they alledged, that his Majefty's troops will 
neceflarily expert the fame indulgence, and the 
Company s troops, ar their other fetdements, wilt 
ih'rnk thenjfelves equally entitled thereto ; that by 
the account in the confutation of the twenty-fifth 
of September, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-one, the batta, or officers only, on the efta- 
blifiiment at Bengal, amounted to current rupees 
Vol.' }V. * y y ,09* 
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2.09: 134: 4: in this year, to November, one 
thoufand {even hundred and fixty, which, together 
with the great additional fum for the allowance c{ 
one Arcot rupfce per day to three private men, was 
an expence which ought not, without the moft ab- 
folute necellity, to have been complied with to 
fuch an unreatonable extent; and that thefe con- 
fideratvons ihouid have influenced the precedency, 
fo far as not to have fupported the rank of the of- 
ficers, fo much to the prejudice of the company, 
more efpecially at a time when fuch great Ioffes and 
charges were incurred by the war. They added, 
that they could not admit the arguments of the of- 
ficers, ad\ anced in their letter of' the twenty-frit 
of September, one thoufand feven hundred 2nd 
fixty-one, in fupport of their demands, to be of 
fuftcient force , for that though they (the direc- 
tors) were defirous to anfwer their original with the 
military gentlemen, and to grant them encourage- 
ment fuitable to their -merit ; yet it could not be 
juftly expe&ed, that they fhould be enabled teraiie 
fuch fortunes as might lead them to quite the fer- 
vicc in a fhort fpace of time ; an jnconvenicncv 
which of late had happened: that they approved 
of the fleps taken for reducing the expences of 
draft cattle, vi&ualling the troops, and iurriilhing 
the boats ; but exprefled their regret to have found, 
by their letter, twenty-firft of January, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-rwo, that the whole 
cannot be carried into execution by contra < 51 ; rely' 
ing, however, upon the precedency to ail therein 
as they fiiould think moft conducive to the intereft 
of the company, 

^ And the committee find, by a general letter from 
bort William, fourteenth of February, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty- three, that the preft* 
J - deal 
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dent and council reprefented, that they had made * 
whatrcdu&ion they could in the , article of batta, 
and other contingent charges; and that they had 
lately appointed a, fpecial council to be held, with 
the aflitiance of major Adams, and major Cainac, 
for taVmg this effcnual branch under conftdtr&tion, 

, and making what further reduction may feem pol- 
fjble. ' 1 ' ' ‘ 

And thd committee find. That the court of di* 
rc&ors, in their general letter of June thefirft, one 
rhoufajid ieven hundred and fixty-four, replied} 
That they had given their fentiments fo fully upon 
the exorbitant military expences of the prefidency, 
in their letter of the ninth of March, one thoufand 
leven hundred and lwty r three, that they had now 
only,moft pofitivcly to enforce the orders therein 
given, for, the it taking every opportunity to reduce 
3iem within the mod frugal bounds the general 
good of the fetyice would admit of; but that, with 
refpeft of .the double batta,' however, they pofi- 
tively ordered, that, immediately upon receipt of 
their letter, half of it fhould be .flruck off ; that is 
to fay, all their military were to have (ingle batta 
only, in the fame manner as it was allowed at the 
prelidency at. Fort St. George j and that they ear- 
ceftly recommended, that even the> fingle batta 
fliould be reduced, whenever circumftances would 
admit of it : that as the fum of fix thoufand pounds 
a year was to, be allowed lord Clive, as prefident 
and governor, they did not mean that this fum was 
to include his extraordinary expences, in cafe In's 
lordfliip (liquid at any time be under the necefiity 
of taking the field ; and- that they direfled, that 
all fuch expences (hould be borne by the company 
and paid his lordfliip out of their' cafli at Bengali 
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in which huftnefs they recommended all the feuga- 
Iity that was confident with the fcrvlce. 

And the committee find, that the prefident and 
council at. Fort William, in their coniultation of the 
twenty-fifth of January, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-fivc, determihed, that as the batta 
to the army was thought proper and necefiary, on 
account of their being engaged ina&ual ietviceof 
much confequence, the deduction thereof ffiould be 
referred for the prefen t, at lead till die arrival of 
lord Clive, and the other members, with the ex- 
pected field officers , and added, that they hoped, 
by the example and fupport of thefe latter, to meit 
with lefs difficulty in this undertaking. 

And the committee find, that the felecfc com- 
mittee at Fort William, of the thirteth of Septem- 
ber, one thoufand feven hundred and fixt)*five* 
acquainted the directors, that they had already 
iffued their orders for linking off half the double 
batta, and, ffiould, in a very few days, pot their 
force entirely on a footing with the troops on the 
coaft of Coromandel, which would be reducing 
the military cxpences of the prefidency as lo-v 
as they oould bear, confidently with the jntereft 
of the eompany, and tjic good of the fervice. 

And the committee find, that the feled com- 
mittee at Fort William, in their letter of March 
the twenty-fourth, one thoufand feven hundred 
and fmy-fix, reprefented, that the directors were 
already advifed, that their orders refpedting the 
reduction of the batta took place on the firft day 
of that year ; that this meafure had produced 
fome murmurings and complaints among the fun* 
alterns, and even a memorial to the council from 
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the officers of the. fir ft brigade : that the presi- 
dency, however, confcious of the nece fifty of re- 
ducing the military expences/were determined to 
fee thefe orders ftri&ly obeyed, though, ’at the 
fame time, thy muft confefs, that, .until the 
charges incurred on account of fervants, horfes, 
and the neccflary equipage of the field in this cli- 
mate, were diftinguilhed by fome public regula- 
tion, the allowance of a lubaltern .would fcarccly 
maintain him in the ftation of a gentleman* 

And the committee find, that the directors, in 
their general letter of March the fourth, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, approved 
very much the firmnefs of the presidency in re- 
ducing the batta, and declared, that they trufted 
to their prudence to regulate it in fuch a manner, 
as, on one hand, to give no juft ground for mur- 
muring, anil on the other, ftrenuoufly to main- 
tain what they thought it their duty to conform to; 
that they expefted to be informed, if the officers 
of the firft brigade had proceeded farther than 
prefenting their memorial, and that they^ Jhould in 
the moft exaft manner be acquainted, if any of 
them had diftinguilhed themfclves, by an oppo- 
lition to the order of the preftdcncy. 

And the committee find, by a general letter of 
the feventcench of March, one thouCmd feven 
hundred and fixty-fix, to the feleft committee at 
Fort William, that the directors exprefled the 
real pleafurc with which they obferved the good 
cifaft of regimenting their trpeps, by a beginning 
of dlfcipline, fubordination, and ccconomy, and 
that they flattered themfelves, that the prefidency 
hid fuccccded in their endeavoprs for reducing 

their 
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their heavy military expenecs, and m pariicuUr 
for ftriking off half the double batta, to put them 
upon the lame footing as Fort St. George. 

And the committee examined Henry Strachey, 
Efquire,. with regai d to certain meafures taken, 
in one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix, for 
the puipofe of reducing the batta allotted to the 
troops iu Bengal, and with regard to the con/e- 
quences of thofe meafures, and he produced to 
the committee a narrative of thofe tranfaftioiu. 


The committee now proceed to lay before the 
houfe what has occurred to them material upon 
the fubjedt ot extraordinary contingent cx- 
pences. * 

And they find, that the p refute nt and council, 
in their general letter from Bengal of November 
the twelfth,' one thoufand feven hundred apd 
fi\;ty-one, informed the cou*t of dire&ors, that 
hav mg received from the prefident and council at 
Fort St. George, a copy'' of tbeir orders of the 
the fourteenth of March, one thoufand leien 
hundred and fixty-one, which directed colonel 
Cook’s field expcpccs to be paid out of {be cadi 
of Bengal; they accordingly^ communicated the 
fame to the colonel, who informed them that the 
.amount of his charges during the fifteen month* 
which hq commanded the army on the coatf, was 
Arcot rupees 60,000 j and the prefident 3nd coun- 
cil obferved, that although this fum being 
brought together may appear large, yet, for the 

scafoo* 
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rations mentioned in the laid letter, they were of 
opinion, that his table could not have been kept 
for Ids, and therefore direfted the fame to be im- 
mediately difeharged. 

And thecommtttee find, by a minute of the fe- 
Icdt committee at Fort William, of Oftobcr the 
twenty-fifth, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-hve, that lord Clive being arrived, the com- 
mittee took into conGderation the company’s or- 
ders to reduce the enormous military charges of 
the prcfidency, and came to the following refolu- 

To write to the colonels of the feveral brigades 

!3 1 ' n ,1 S - them t0 g ‘ Ve n0ticc to a11 thc officers’ 
under their command, that in future they are to 

depend wholly upon their pay and batta, without 

Sntt nfr0m ^ Uifi - 

That, after the firft of January next the ivhnt 
batta will be Itruck olF from a(l dm ’troops £ 
honed m cantonments within the provinces and 
heir pay reduced precifely to. the allowance made’ 
« ce; t “; Pany 5 f ° rCC50n ** ^- orQm andel coafis ; 

fing from the fea-ei 1 t0 /T OVC aI1 difficulties a,i- 
“ k3 ' cit >‘ of A. cot rupees, their pay 

’ k IhouJd 
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fhould in future be ifiucd in Surat rupees : And 
further, 

•That if at any time the troops fhould be em- 
ployed beyond the limits of the* provinces, fuch 
addition fhould be made to their batta, as might 
be thought reafonable. 

That for the better maintaining the dignity of 
the colonels of brigades, and enabling them to 
fupport the expence of a public table in the field, 
and for other officers, an additional allowance 
Ihould be made them of forty rupees per diem, 
which allowance was to be enjoyed by the field 
officers who fhould command the brigade for the 
time being. 

That field officers, commanding a detatch- 
ment, Ihould have the fame batta as their next 
fuperior; which indulgence was not to extend 
lower than the rank of a major. 

That the commanders of brigades fliould be ac- 
quainted with the prefidency’s having appointed 
paymafters to each brigade ; and directed, that 
in future the pay not only of the officers- and fol- 
'diers, but of coolies, and all other perfons em- 
ployed by the company on account of the arm)', 
fhould be i flued by the paymafters, together with 
all difburfements and contingent charges. 

That the commiflary fhould be ordered to muf- 
ter all perfons, military and others, who received 
the company’s pay, at the clofe of every month, 
or as near as the fervice would admit. 

That no bills of any kind fhould be paid, until 
they were duly counterfigned by the commanding 
. officer. 

And the committee find, that the felcfl c° in ‘ 

mittQC 
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tnittcc agreed to tr an find: thefe rcfolutions to the 
Commanders of the federal brigades; enjoining 
their Arid obedience, and requiring thefA to notify 
the fame to the officers of the different corps. ' 

And the committee find, 1 by a general letter of 
the court of directors; of , December the twenty- 
fourth; one tbouTand feverf hundred and fixty- 
five, that they by no means approved of the allow- 
ance of 4,000 rupees per month, for the field ex> 
peaces for the commander in chief, and that they 
all edged; that the example made to colonel Cootc 
(which the prcfidency had followed) never had 
met with their approbation ; and they directed the 
prefident and council to conform,' as hear as pof- 
fiblc, to the Fort Sr.' George cfhblifhment which 
uab for the table and other field exp^nccs of the 
commander in chief, during his being in the 
field, 10 p 3 godas per diem, and from c.$ to 30 
coolies for his baggage ; but they added, thic 
they djd not mean ’to limit* this expence when 
lord Clive took the field as commander in* chief, 
lining ordered in general terms, that his lordfliip 
was to be allowed bis field cxpences; ; > 

And the committee find, that the fele<fl com- 
mittee at Foit William, in a letter of the nine- 
teenth of February; one thoufand feven hundred 
and fi\t\ -let cn, reprefented, that in times of pro- 
found peace, when the troops lofc the advantage 
they' enjoy in the field,- and avc reduced in ednton- 
inems to half batta, and in garnfon to their 'mefe 
pav, it was feme polfiblc that the fubaJrern of - 
iu-ers could fubfifi, and maintain the. appearance 
which they ought, of gentlemen; that the pre- 
fidtney would try e\vr\ poffible means to reduce 
2. 2 1 the 
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the expcnces, and to lower the wages and number 
of lervants ; but that abufes had prevailed fo long, 
and eftabliffied themfclves fo firmly, that time and 
rigour would be required to remove them ; -that 
colonel Smith had already made great progrefs in 
the reformation of hi? military cftabliffimcnc, and 
that they were perfuaded, that the fame activity 
which had been exerted in reducing the army to 
difeipline and obedience, would be continued in 
order to influence the officers to prudence and cc- 
conomy. 

Extrad of a letter from colonel Richard Smith/ 
to the governor and council at Bengal, dated 
Sept, to, 1766. 

Agreeable to your orders, I fent you an ac- 
count of my cxpences. I own, I feel nnfclf ra- 
ther hurt, that you Ihould think it poffiblc foe 
me to make any unrcafonable charges. What 
extra expcnces has been incurred falls not on the 
company ; the flipulation with the king being 
thirty thoufand rupees per month ; and the com- 
pany's extra charges upon a medium, did not 
amount to twenty-four thoufand rupees per 
month. 

The honourable company 
To batta, colonel commanding 
the army of obfervation, from 
the 4 th of May, 1765, to the 
31ft of July, 1765, being 89 
days, at 75 rupees per day 

Pay 


Dr- 


- 6 > 6 75 . 
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Pay of hieccarrahs in thcfc three 
months - - “ 3^° 

Batt-i and prefents to fevcral ef- 
corts on the root from Calcut- 
ta to Banaras - * 43° 


To eApences during my com- 
mand, from the i ft of Auguft, 

1765, to the 1 ft of Auguft, 

1766, at a medium, amount- 

ing to 4,700 rupees per 
month - - 

To a horfc, died on femes ac 
Suragapoor camp, which coft 
me - - 

To extraordinary cxpences in- 
curred during my command 
at Allahabad and Patna, viz. 

Paid the company for broad 
cloth and -velvet, prefented to 
the king and Rohilla chiefs, 
as by invoice tranfmitted to 
me by Mr, Sumner - - 1,786 

Paid Mr, Moodie for looking 
glafies, trinkets, and toys, 
prefented to the king - - 2,000 

Nogaranahs for m)felf and pub- 
lic officers on public da) s - 1,200 

Prefcn ts to the nabob Shujah 
Dowlah, and his Tons - 780 

Ditto the nabob Affiey Rhamet 
pawn, tneRoluliah chief - 1,820 


1A&S 

\ 

56,400 

t,200 


Ditto 
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Ditto to nabob Jnut Own, his 
fon 

Ditto to Mahomed II tab Cam, 
naib of the prov nccs 

I \pcncc of the Miratta tv'gori 
ation, am! pr tint to Mo 
Utah al Dovhh 15 ni 15 hadu 
Nudjit Caul, &.e. &c - z,o-*6 


Head Quarters, at 
M> r Abfeelo 
Sept, xo, 1766. 



Extradt of the companj \ general letter to Bep 
gal, dared the twentieth ot November, one 
thouland fc\cn hundred ajui fitt) fcvco. 


The commiflion 114 Being fatisfied |t°v? 
granted upon much our trade and poffcf 
the Dewar nee fions mav be aJTcdtcd b) the 
rev enue. good ferv ice of the comps 

ny’s military officers, the c 
1 fore the better to encourage them to evert them 
fehes in the prefcrvation of thcle great objicts, 
\vc have thought proper to allpiv them to lh- rC 
in the following manner, viz. 

Shares 

The commander in chief (as fuch only. 

In. not being to ha\ e a fliare as mem 
ber ot the fekdt committee or conn- ( 
Cil) to have - - ih 
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Colonels each* - * " 2t 

’^Lieutenant colonels each - 1 $ 

Majors each - ~ ' ~ ' 

n The naiplc pcoulion here affigned to' the 
commander in chief, allures him ot an honourable 
competency ; and we expert colonel Smith, and 
his fucceflors in the command, {hall continue to 
fyew an unremitting attention to thei; duty, and 
the presenting all frauds and abufes in the ex- 
penccs of the army. 

ii 6. The allowances made to the reft of the 
Held officers, arc fuch as put our fer\ ice on a 
more advantageous footing than any other military 
fervice in the world, and gives them the prafpedt 
of improving their fortunes by a gradual pro- 
greffion. 

117. Aft ejr all the allowances arc made to the 
company’s principal civil and military fervants, 
as before directed, a confidcrable proportion of 
the two and one-half per cent, comjnifijon will 
remain unappropriated ; in order therefore to en- 
courage the reft of the company’s military officers^ 
and tq remove every complaint of reduction of 
double batta, we have thought proper to make 
them, over and 'above their prefent cftabldhed 
pay, the following allowances by way of dona- 
tion or gratuity only, aqd which are to be paid 
them accordingly, viz. to a captain three ftiil- 
lings a day, to a lieutenant tw o foiilings a day, 
to an enfign one ihilHng a day. 

But we muft here obferve to you, and ac- 
cordingly dirvft, that neither a colonel, lieute- 
nant colonel, or major, is to be allowed the 
‘ ** three 
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three findings a da) , as cap*a - cf a compan} , the 
lhares \vc lave allotted them in the produce tre 
two and a half per cent upon the revenues, bang 
in full tor our donat on or grat Jity, as well tor their 
being captains as fluid officers And here it is pro 
per to inform you, that it u o-r puliuv e order*, that 
the double batta be never reftored to anj of our of- 
ficers v\ hatfoever. 

Extract from th'* Compan_, ’s general Letter toE'i» 
gal, dated 16th March, 1760 

" As the company's exteqf ve and rich poHeFcns 
in India, cannot be feev red but by a large bodycf 
well regulated troops, we have conlultca lord Clive, 
general, Lawrence, Caillaud, and Carnac^ard other 
military gentlemen, on this important fub,e&» 
and have thereupon found itneccflary to mahefome 
fome alterations m the prefent m hrar) eftabhih 
ments, at the feveral prehdencies, at y pur’s/ W 
particular, where the company have fo much at 
itake, it is highly e pedient to en re fe the num- 
ber ot Luropeans, and to have them commanded 
"by a larger proportion of held and other officers 
Upon this idea, we have thought proper to adopt 
the follov mg plan for the military eftabhffiment W 
Bengal, which you are tq carry into execution ac- 
cordingly, as foon as }oucan We lend yoh this 
leafon tor Fort St, George and Bengal, about one 
thoufard feven hundred recruits, as you have bteij 
already advifed, about one thoufand tv o hundred 
whereof are intended for} 011, and w" gt>c t}l * 
n.'*cenar} dire&ions to the prehdent an 1 council oj 
the firft name 1 place according!}. We alfo 
you fe*<-ral oALlis, as hereafter mennoned, and it 
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ir Intention to fupply you with fuch a number 
ecruits annually, as will keep the feveral corps 
ipleat. 

niiead thereof, of the eftablifhment as it now, 
ds, the following is to be fubftituted and adopt- 
via* 

t is to confiil of tfcree regiments; each r£gi- 
lt to be divided ihto two battallions ; -each bat- 
ion to be compofed of feven companies, and 
: graaadier company ; each of the faid feven 
apanies to confifi: of one captain, one lieutenant, 
i enfign, four ferjeants, four, corporals, two 
itnmcrs, and fifty- rive private men ; and the 
nadiers company to conlifi of a captain, three 
itenants, five ferjeants, * five corporals, three 
jmmers, and futy-feven private men. 

The field officers are to be, a colonel to each of 
: three regiments, and a lieutenant-colonel and 
ijor to each batallion. 

According to the faid eftablifhment, the three 
>iments there, are to be compofed of three colo- 
ls, fix Ueuteaantv-colonels, fix majors, makes 
teen, forty-eight captains, fixty lieutenants, for- 
-rwo enfigns, makes one -hundred and fifty ; one 
indred and ninty-eight ferjeants, one hundred and 
nty-eight corporals, one hundred and two drum- 
ers, makes two- hundred and ninty-eight private 
en, two thoufand five hundred and two ; in all, 
iree thoufand one hundred and fixty-five. 

That the feveral battallions may be' compleatlv 
ffictyed, agreeable to our intentions evpreded m 
ie feventy-mnth paragraph, the cuilom of 'the 
eld officers having the command of companies, is 
oreby required to be fet afide ■ confequently they 

not 
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are not to be entitled to payas* captains of comps- 
Hies, or advantages arifing thereffo'ra by cloa thing; 
or any other emolnmcrtts whadoever. However, 
this pay of field officers, as fuch, not being fuffici- 
ent to fupport them in a manner foitable to their 
rank, we do agree, and accordingly direct, tint 
they be allowed an addition of ten drillings a dajj 
Viz. colonfcl as field officer, fifteen {hillings. ' 

. £. s. I 

Addition as before, ten fhillings, mikes i 5 0 
A lieuthnant-colonel as field officer 6 10 0 

Addition as above - - a 10 d 


J i o 0 

A major as field officer - ‘ - 050 

Addition as above , - - o 10 0 

, o 15 0 

The allowances fevcrally alloted id them out of 
the revenues, as diredted in our general letter of 
the ‘twentieth ’November Iaft, in addition to the 
above-mentioned ones; we conlider as a very ample 
Compenfation for every former advantage arifing 
to field officers as captains of companies. 

AS much depends upon a well-regulated corps of 
artillery, and in order to give all fitting encourage- 
ment to the officers of fuch corps, it is to be formed 
into a battalion, confiftingof four companies, each 
tompany to be compofed of one captain^ one cap- 
tain-lieutenant, one firft lieutenant, one fecorJ 
lieutenant, three lientenant-fi reworkers, feven ftf" 
jeants, fix corporals,' two drummers; two Jif ers » 

ten 
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r bombadiets, twenty gunners , in all, forty- fix'; 
fty-eight matiofles, mail, 104; total 111. * ( 

The held officers to the faid corps, are to be a 
;utenant-colonel, and a major > according to which 
fpofitton, the battalions of ahillery is to be com- 
ilcdof, viz. 

One lieutenant-colons!, one major, two cap- 
ins, four captain-lieutenants, four hrft lieutenants, 
ur fecond lieutenants, twelve lieutenants-firework- 
s, twenty-eight, twenty-four ferj cants, twenty- 
,ur corporals, eight drummers, and eight fifers, \ 
■rty bombadiers, eighty gunners, 184, 232. ma- 
oflesj total? 446. 

The feveral officers, and others belonging to die 
>rps of artillery, are to be always kept therein, 
id not removed into any other corps, as without 
ich a reftri&ion the fervice would be liable td 
lany inconveniencies. By way of encouragement,' 
lerefore, we have adopted the plan, as beforen 
lentioned, of having field officers therein as high 
s a lieutenant-colonel, to give them rank in the 
rmy, beyond which, they are not at anytime in- 
itled to raife. 

The faid field officers, viz. the lieutenant-colo* 
nel, and major, are to be on the footing of thofe 
of the fame rank of the infantry, as to nof'having 
companies, and being allowed fhares in the reve- 
nues, according to their rank, itv addition to their 
pay as field officers, as mentioned in the eighty-- 
fecond and eighty-third paragraphs. 

With refpeft to the other officejs of this corps, 
they are to have, in addition to their ufual pay, 1 
by way of donation or gratuity, the allowances 
mentioned in our letter of the twentieth of Novem- 

Vol. IV, 3 A \ sr 
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ber Iaft, and upon the fame condition 1 ; > that is, M 
-Tay, a captain three (hillings a day, as captain* 
lieutenant, two (hillings and hxpence a day, a lieu- 
tenant two shillings, and lieutenant-fireworker one 
(hilling ; and their rank, with refpedt to the reft 
of our forces, is to be as captains, lieutenants, and 
the lieutenant-fireworkers as enfigns, 

To give all fitting encouragement likewife to the 
corps of engineers, and to put it as nearly on a 
footing with our others, in point of rank and emo- 
luments, as the nature of the fervice confidently 
will admit of, we have thought proper to adopt 
the following plan j and we accordingly direft, that 
the faid corps be compofed of a chief engineer, to 
take rank as lieutenant-colonel, a director ditto 
as 'major, three fub-dire£tors ditto, as captains, 
two fub-engineers ditto, as lieutenants, two prac- 
tioner engineers, ditto enfigns. , ' 

The number of thefe laft-named clafles„may be 
increafed, as the nature of the fervice may require} 
from among filch of the lieutenant-fireworkers, and 
cadets, as lhatl be properly qualified for fuch fta* 
tions. ' - 

_ The perfons who (hall fill the faid feveral Na- 
tions, are to remain in the corps of engineers, and 
are not to be removed into any other j advancing, 
however, therein according to their (landing, as 
far as the ranks of , lieutenant-colonel, but no 

The chief engineer isjto be allowed the pay of 
lieutenant-colonel, as fettled for officers in that rank 
in theeighty-fecond paragraph, of this letter, viz* 20 
foillings a day, which, 'with a proportionate foaio 
.of the ^revenues, upon the terms y and - conditions 

mentioned 
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mentioned with iefpecl to the officers of the lame 
rank, anil fettled in our letter of the twentieth No- 
vember laft, are to be in full confederation both for 
his ihtion.as chief engineer, and his rani; as lictf- 
tenant-colonel. . # - 

The diredor being the next officer, is to be al- 
lowed the pay of a major, like wife fettled for of- 
ficers In that rank in the eighty fecond paragraph 
of this letter, viz. Fifteen (hillings a day, which 
with a proportionable (hare of the revenues, upon 
the terms and conditions before-mentioned and fet- 
tled in the letter of the twentieth November lart, 
are to be in full confideration both for his ftation as 
director, or afliftant engineer, and his rani; of 
major. 

The other members of the faid corps are to 
have an additional pay by way of gratuity or dona- 
tions, in the lame manner as the reft of our military 
officers ; that is to (ay, thofe in the rank of cap- 
tains three (hillings a day, lieutenant two (hillings, 
and enfigns one (hilling, • * 

As we are now regulating our military fyftem at 
Bombay, upon a plan fomething fimilar with that at 
our prefidencies. Lieutenant Colonel Pemble, who 
belongs to the Bombay eftablifhmenr, is therefore 
to proceed thither accordingly, if he is not already 
gone, agreeable to the orders of our.Ietters of thtj 
twenty fourth December, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty five, and twenty fixth of March, 
one thoufand (even hundred and fixty fix: ; having 
appointed him colonel and commander in chief, 
under the prefident and council, of all the com- 
pany’s forces at that prefidency/ 

% the alterations we have now ordered, with 
refpedt to the military lyftem at your prefidency, k 
A 3 . morn 
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more field officers are wanting, Iikewife good and 
experienced officers below thele ranks. We there- 
fore fend out this feafon three lieutenant colonels, 
three majors, and the feveral captains and lieuten- 
ants hare under-mentioned, viz. 

Lieutenant Colonels ; Charles Champion, Georee 
SampiU Matthew Leflie. Majors; William Eng- 
liffi, John Morrifon, William Blair. Captains; 
William Popham, William Crofby, Alexander 
■Kofs,'John Burrington, Benjamin Alhe, William 
i homion, James Freeman, \\ ilium Peake, Jofepi 
V\ Ilham Crabb, Benjamine Wroe, Timothy Ed- 
wards, Chriftopher Hotsfall. Captain Lieutenant; 
r 0ge fxrS° S S- Lieutenants; William Law, Wil- 
ham Wilfon, John Scott, Michael Bruce, Walter 
fBruland, Martin Gilpin, Richard Lucas, John Dj 
- pont, Walter Maynard, Henry Atkinfon, ‘Thomas 
-. c ^5* Robert M'Nabb, Thomas Cavioll, RuiVel 
GouU* Anthon y Lfartle, Alexander Munro, James 

.m/*l* 0rd 7 thc ra °h of the feveral before- 

.mentioned officers, uc mull previoufiy inform 
c • ls . our pleafure and orders, that Rich- 
’S7 th « cfquire, Sir Robert Barker, and Jo- 
T 1 ;”’ Squire, now in Bengal, be the colo- 
nels ot the three regiments of infantry, Charles 
•Chapman Hugh Grant, and William Smith, 
battalion s^ C heUtCnanc of three of the fix ' 

the°rAmn V , inS » b ? th .° 8 en eral lift of the army in 
bv S f ezvicc m Bengal, tranfmitted to us 

tlve , and whic h is the laft received, 

of mainr^ ? en{ L , p e n fland thereon in the rank 
J » without diftinguiffiing whether they be- 
. • • • lorg 
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tong to the regiments cf infantry or the Teapoy 
battalions, viz. Giles Stibbarr, William Smith, 
Primrofe Galliez, Gilbert Ironfide, James Morgan, 
Anthony Potior, and Chriftian Filher. * 

. But as only three of the faitl majors could, ac- 
cording to our late eftablifhment, belong to three 
'regiments of infantry', one of whom, viz. Wil- 
liam Smith; is advanced, as above dire&ed, to 
be a lieutenant colonel, the other muft of courfc 
belong to the Teapoys ; we conclude, therefore, 
•that' three'of t.he faid gentlemen will be in pof- 
feffion of comnrifiions as majors of infantry at the* 
time this letter comes to your hands ; and i£ you 
judge them deferving^arc to continue as fiicb. 

Here we mufF However inform you, it is our 
pleafure and directions, that Giles Stibbert, James 
Morgan, Anthony Polier, Chriftian Fifcher, and 
Douglafs Hill, are not at any time to rife to an 
higher rank in the fcrvicc v than majors ; the faid 
limitation with- refpeft to majors Polier and Fif- 
■cher, is on account of their being foreigners, 
agreeable to the general rule laid down m our 
letter, under date the. nineteenth of February, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix. * 

Since our before-mentioned appointment, lieu- 
tenant colonel Charier Champion has obtained 
our leave to remain in England another fcafon, 
for the, recovery of his Health, which however is 
to b£no prejudice in point of rank when he fhall 
arrive in Bengal ; only the following gentlemen 
then at prefent proceed to' their ftations, who are, 
upon their arrival, to be lieutenant colonels of two 
of the fix battalions, in the order they are here 
pamed, viz. George Sempell and Matthew Lef- 
** ' lie ; 
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He ; the vacancy of one of the battalions, occa- 
Honed by lieutenant colonel Champion’s not pro- 
ceeding this feafon, you are hereby authorifed to 
fill up with a proper pert'on, in the ranli of lieute- 
nant colonel, next below lieutenant colonel 
Lefiie. 


And the majors, William Englifli, Jolinltor- 
rifon, and William Blair, are in like manner to 
be majors of the three battalions. 

Lieutenant colonel Sempell is to rank next be* 
Io ™ tlie y° un S eft lieutenant colonel in the com- 
mtffion, when this letter comes to hand, and 
lieutenant colonel Lefiie next below Sempell. 

Major Englifh*$ rank is to be next below the 
youngeft major in commiffion, on the receipt of 
this letter; and the majors Morrifon and Blair, 
111 li , c or “ cr they arc named, next below Englifh. 

X he captains and lieutenants are to take rank 
next one another in the order they are arranged in 
the nincty-fixth paragraph in this lerter; and on 
their arrival in Bengal, they arc to fank, with re* 
IpcCt to t he other officers in the company's fen ice 
wiio inall be in commiffion when you receive this 
ictter, in the following order, that is to fay, the 
lirlt captain proceeding from hence is to rank next 
uciow the youngeft captain in commiffion at 
°' c mentioned, and the others are to follow in 
he order they arc named ; the fame method is to 
uc obferved in the ranking the lieutenants under 
the > oungdt lieutenant in commiffion. 

. ,, , w Ptai»s and lieutenants arc to faceted 

1" °* rd< T " c havc nan,cd them, as vacancies 
rc S imcnts i in the mcail time, they 
be allowed the ul’ual pay, as captains and 
lieu* 
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lieutenants, and arc to be employed in tile feanov 
battalions, or otherwife, agreeable to their re 
fpe&ve ranks as you (ball judge moll conducive 
to the good of the ferv icc. 

With refpedt to the corps of artillery,, as we 
have now planned it into a battalion, Fletnintr 
Martin, now in Bengal, is to have the command 
as lieutenant colonel, and Thomas Deane Pearce 

malortw! 5 h “ Ce ’ “ here ^ W*"** 

• r , We J lave alfo appointed David Rofatt ‘ and 
James Barnett, to be captains of artillery and 
hey are accordingly to nil fuch vacancies is fl,"n 
be therein upon the r arrival or <7,-11 f 1 
next after tlielr arrival , anXhey are &, PCP 
thcy. are here named, ' next under the lift cn? 
tarn in commilHon, upon their arriving in BuS ' 
x 11c fcvcral officers now in Tianmi • 

continued in the corps, and L-c X"? t0 b f 
therein according to their refpeffive rl.ks if v 
find them deferving; but there are n„ ' f J ° u 
heutenauts, viz. Patrick Duff' Vt? ca P tam 
ren, who may be ofufe fn thofe flip ^ War ‘ 
to advance farther : It " ot 

do not rife higher. P lu e tIlac they 

. As it will be greatly for the hmefir 1 

'ice to have as many young gentlemen ^ er * 

'■bed in the artillery and efmnSr hr I <1Ua ’ 
education, to be added to thi anX™ " 5 0t 
ha\ e accordingly entertained ^ cor i )3 » "c 

t , aas ‘d*ta.r r cas. , s 

youngeft 
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„ voungcft of the fame rank, who fliall be on jour 
lift upon the receipt of thefe advices, viz. 

James Mavaftree, Thomas Nepean, jantt* 
Cockburn, Francis Moore, Thomas Hams, 
Janies Irwin, Juflly Hill, George Sanipfoa, 
Thomas Cooper Everitt, Charles Fitzgerald, 
John Infley, George Dear, Robert Dawes. 

Having regulated the corps of engineers in the 
manner before mentioned, we have appointed 
Archibald Campbell to be chief engineer, and 
rank as lieutenant colonel; and James' Lilllman 
to be director, and rank as major in that corps. 

We have direded lieutenant colonel Campbell 
to proceed firft to Bombay, to execute fuch di* 
redions as we fhall give, ’ in regard to the worts 
carried on under that prcfidctlcy ; which fcrvice 
being executed, Mr. Campbell will then' go on 
to Bengal, where he is to remain, and complete 
the works under your directions.* 

Lieutenant colonel Campbell's pay and fliarcof 
the revenues before mentioned, is to commence 
frpm his firft arrival at Bombay : 'hut as the 
amount can only be afeertained at Bengal, if 
Campbell fliould 'apply for any advances on ac- 
count of- what may become due to him during his 
continuance at Bombay for the fore-mentioned 
purpofes, *we lhall dired our faid prcfidency to 
itipply him with fuch films as he may requeft, f° r 
defraying his expences while he remains there; 
foe which they are to -take his bond or bonds, 
which are to be forwarded to ‘ yoU, and to be re- 
covered out of the firft money that fliall become 
due to him. 

Colo- 
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Colonel Campbell having no feparate induc- 
tions or powers Irom us, as engineer, lie is to aft 
under your di^eftion : you arq therefore to give 
him the ncccflary orders from time to time, and 
furnifti him with copies of fuch parts ot our 
letter, and your own proceedings, as may be moil 
ufctultohim, and of whatever cllc may be nccc£» 
fary and material for his information ; in doing 
which you will always keep in view the conduct- 
ing then orks with the utmoll diligence, ccconomy, 
ami frugality, fo frequently recommended to your 
caic and attention. 

He is to hy before you, from time to time, the 
progiefs made in the fevcul works carried on un- 
der his direction ; which is to be tranfmitted to 
us as often as conveyances oiler ; and at the fame 
time, you aic to give us your opinion thereupon. 

That the feveral officers now proceeding to 
Bengal, may be fully informed upon what tcims 
•they are entertained, and thereby to take away all 
pretences for altercations onfaccounc of rank, or 
'otherwife, upon their arrival, previous, to their 
taking the ulual oath, to be true and faithful* to 
the company in their feveral flations, they were 
each of them fliewn a paper by j our fee rctary, 
to which they declared their ailent and agree- 
ment ; of which the following is a copy, viz. 

That all fuch as are, or have been in his majef- 
ty’s fervice, are to take rank of one another in 
their arrangement here, and according to the dates 
of their refpeftive comtuiuions, that is to fay. 

The lieutenant colonels are to rank with each 
other of the lame ciafs, as lieutenant colonels, 

* The majors, in like manner, as majors. 

Vol. IV. Bbb Ths 
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The captains, in like manner, as captains* 

The lieutenants, in like manner, as lietfte* 
nants. 

That on their arrival in India, they are to rank 
next to the low eft of the fame clafs there, in the 
order they are named fiom hence, viz. the firft 
perfon of each clafs upon the lift hereis to take rank 
under the laft officer of the company's of the fame 
denomination, who fhall be in commiffion on their 
arrival in India. 

That it is to be obferved however, that fuch 
officers belonging to the company, who have 
leave to return to their fcrvice, are to take rank 
agreeable to the laft commiffions given them in 
India, in the fame manner, as if they had con- 
tinued there. 

That they are not only to obey their fuperior 
officers according to the rules and difcipltnc of 
war, but arc to be entirely fubjedt to the orders 
of the governor and council at each prcfidency, 
who are the company's legal reprefen tativ es ; as 
likewife, to fuch orders as they inay receive front 
a V of the company's civil fervants, at their feve* 
ral fubordinate fettlements, to whom the gover- 
nor and council fhall think fit to delegate fuch 
authority. 

. That as they arc entirely fubjedt to the autho- 
rity of the company’s civil reprefentatives, fothc 
governor and council, upon the mifbehaviour of 
any officer, may, whenever they think fir, take 
away fuch officers comniiffion without bringing 
him before a court martial, according, to the g c ' 
ncral pradHce of the fcrvicc. 
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If it fhall happen that the recruits going out 
this feafon will more than complete the Several 
corps, according to the prefenc cflabliflinient, 
you are, in fucb cafe, to caufe them to be equally 
divided among the taid corps* * 

Having thus in general fettled the outlines of 
the military etlabhfluupnt of Bengal, you arc 
flri&ly to conform thereto. We arc fcnfible there 
are many regulations neceflary for effectually car-, 
rying the fanip into execution ; we therefore re- 
commend it to you, to fettle as foon after the re-, 
ceipt of this as pofliblc ; anil in order to affift you 
therein, we now fend you the printed military 
code or plan given out 3t Madrafs in one thoufand 
feven hundred and fhtjrfivc, for the troops on the 
coaft of Coromandel, which, allowing for the 
difference of the fervice at the two prefidencies, 
may be adapted to the fituation and particular 
circumftanccs of the troops employed in Bengal, 
varying the rules, orders, and regulations ac- 
cordingly. Such a code can only be drawn out 
upon the fpot ; we direft, therefore, thaejoq 
form one as foon as you can, and tranfmit it to us 
for our information and further directions ; and 
here we are to obferve, that it is not by multi- 
plying orders and regulations that a military fyf-, 
tem can improve, but by a ftrift attention that 
the orders given, are obferved and obeyed. 

You are not only to tranfmit us a copy of fuch 
„ a code annually, but you are likewife to tranfmit 
copies to other prcfidencies, who arc to do the 
fame with refpeft to you. This mutual catamu- 
qjsation, will, if duly attended to, be productive. 
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of a fimilarity of fjflnns throughout our whole 
poifdfions. 

* In confcqucrcc of the confidcrable incrcafccf 
our European in’jntrv, «c recommend a propor- 
tionable dccrcale ot the fcapovs; and we think 
that reduction ilioukl not be Ids thin three thou* 
land from the brigade fcipot s. We do not pod* 
theU order jr, bur depend on jour difcrctiou to 
dr> it when time and circumliancc will admit; 
neither fluff we prefenbe how it Hull be earned 
into execution, having it to you either torcduca 
the provincial Teapots, and incorporate the three 
Uioufand to be reduced from the armv jeapotS 
into the provincial corps : net crthcltfs, heepirg 
Up the dmimftion due to the brigade fcapoys, fcy 
putting them on more foldier-likc fen ice than 
that of collecting the revenues, — When this re- 
duction fluff lie made, we Hill think a Handing 
force of three regiments, and the artillery bat- 
talion, and fifteen thoufand fcapoys, is far fupe* 
nor to any country force that can be brought a- 
gamfi the provinces, and the lcllcnmg the pro- 
portion between the Europeans and fcapoys is ad- 
ding to our lafety. 

With refpift to the laid corps of fcapoys, we 
ennnot here form a perfect judgment of the num- 
ber requifite, as that mult depend on the circum- 
ltances and ficuation of affairs, as before obferved; 
and the forming them mult be left to vour difere- 
tiou, obferving that this eftabliihmenr,' muffin all 
its parts, be calculated to inforce order, difciphnc, 
and tub ordination, for on this we muff depend, 
an by this \£e are to hope to maintain ourfupen- 
onry, and give fecurity to our fyftcm of govern- 
ment. 
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Bjcnt. Thpfe good purpofes will be befl: anfwer* 
edbv jour paying than regularly, ufing then 
\v tth humanity , and giv ing the batt ilions as many 
puropcin commifEon and non cammiflioned of- 
ficers as the fervice can afford^, an,d lord Clue 
Informed i}s, that is the ftapoys ire feparated anti, 
divided into three brigades, the danger of their 
holding cabals of my alarming nature is in a great 
mcifurc avoided , to which his lordfhip adds, thac 
the bed additional lecuritv he can think of ? is to 
hive each battalion compofcd ot an equal number 
of Gentoos and Muffelraen, and to encourage a^ 
rualfhip of difcipline between them, all which, 
uc recommend to your attention 

The realons "fligned tor entertaining eight in- 
depen d rt nt battilions of feapoys for the collection 
of the ievenucs, to wit that tins mcifurc will 
tend to the cncreafe ot the revenue by the reduc- 
tion of the provincial troops and c\penccs, is our 
only motive for approving it, bur we e\pe£t to 
fi-c that effeft evidently appear m your future ac- 
counts m the uduChon ot the mongcees col- 
lections 

It is very extraordinary that we cannot, m your 
confultations, or the fel-Ci. committee s proceed- 
ings, trace the progrefs of the vafl encreate tn the 
ftapoy battalions , the order for railing new batta- 
lions never appeared in > our deliberations , lo that, 
although \V£ find by your return received per Mer- 
cury j \\ C had no lefs than thirty bittahons in our 
fervice, including the eight mentioned in the pro- 
ceeding paragraph, yet lo important a meafure ne 
' cr appears to have b“en the fubjedtof a regulac 
deliberation We cannot accounc for this neglefl:^ 
bet hy fuppofing, that the military regulations hav© 

flown 
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’4p;vn from the government authority, in virtue of 
Bis being commander in chief; but this by na 
means jultified jou, in our opinion ; the incrcif; 
or decreafe of the army ought never to take place 
xrithout mature deliberation, and reafons regularly 
affigned on the face of your proceedings, 

VVe are furpnfed at the account colonel Smith 
gives of his expences, as mentioned irrconfultitioi 
the twelfth of Augufi, one thoufand leven hundred 
and fixty-fix, and apprehended, fo great an ez- 
pence muffc arife from miftaken notions of a necef- 
fity of imitating the grandees, and oftentation cf 
the esftern princes, which is by no means our wiih 
and intention, being perfuaded European plain- 
*efs and fimplicity will create more awe andrefpect 
rnan any imitation of their manners: neverthelef, 
ive do not mean that fuch expence as lhall t e 
thought ncccfliry for the fupport of dignity, orfnr 
prefema to the eaftern grandees, fhould be fluog 
on the commander in chief ; the council on the fr- 
IfCt committee, will judge of the propriety of fuch 
charges, and eel accordingly. 

Extract of the company’s general letter to Bengali 
dated iyth of March, 1769. 


“ In our letter of the eleventh cf November Jai^ 
we our apprehenfions, that the great 

j r f n r ! i* 3et ' vcen the butta allowed your troops, 
andthore belonging to Fort St. George, ading W 
tae Uecan, would create dificn lions very detrimen- 
tai to-the fervice ; by the advices from Madrafs, it 
-ppears that there was Iilcewjfe a great inequality 
between them, with refpeift to diet, your troops 

- fc-Wa 
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being allowed two pounds of meat a day-, and thofe 
of Fort St. George but one pound ; the effefts of 
this disparity were, the Bengal grew mutinous, on 
ihe reduction of their batta, whilft thofe of Fort 
St. George did the fame* on account of the de- 
fparity betwixt their allowances and thofe of » the 
Bengal forces. 

. We expeft our three principal prefidencies to 
co*opperate tn forming Come plan that may prevent 
this tn future •, in which, due confederation. muff ba 
had to the rate of provifions in the fcveral countries 
where they may aft ; and we hope, by a commu- 
nication of fentiments to each other,, this greac 
evil may be prevented', and the props of che fe- 
vecal prefidencies be brought to aft jointly, when- 
ever it may be needful, with that harmony which 
the general welfare of the company requites. 

The double pods held by the Bengal officers 
feem likcwife to hive created great jealoufies : 
thofe who muff be difcufled; foe wc muftnat fuffer 
fuch trifling confide rations to come in competition 
with the fuccours that mull be mutually afforded 
by the feveral prefidencies, for the general prefer- 
vation of the whole. 

It being our firm intention to abide by the mili- 
tary eftabliflimenr, fettled laft leafon, for your 
prefidency ; we therefore direft, thar, if at any 
time the fords in Bengal fliall exceed that feitie- 
ment, you do not, on any pretence, form the 
furplus into new corps, or companies, in order to 
provide for any fupernumerary officers you may 
have , but that you difpofe of the extraordinary- 
number by attaching them to the feveral companies 
ijpon the prefent eftabhfiiment ; for we absolutely 

will 
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will not allow of your exceeding it, without ourex- 
prefs permifiion firft obtained for that purpofe,’* 

Fort 'William, the i Sth Atiguft, i ]6g. 
At a feleCt committee, prefent, the honourable 
Harry Vcreift, Efqj piefidcnt and governor, Stc. 

“ The committee proceed to take into confidera- 
tion the orders of the court of diriCtors for a re- 
duction m the brigade feapoy. 

Although they are defirous of embracing every 
proper opportunity to curtail the heavy expence 
of the military cfhbhfhmcnt ; yet: they judge, that 
a reform in the corps of brigade would be an im- 
proper meafure; fince it would prove fo great a 
reduction of our military ftrength, which, and 
which only, preferves the tranquility of thefe pro- 
vinces. But upon a due confidcration of the prefent 
Hate of affairs, and confidering alfo that the troops 
are now drawn into a more compact body, the 
committee are unanimoufly of opinion, that they 
may adopt an ceconomical fyltem, perhaps more 
acceptable to the courc of directors than a literal 
obedience to their orders, and have accordingly 
agreed to recommend the following reductions to 
the conlideration of the prefident and council. 

1 hat the twenty-erghth battalion of purgunnah 
feapoys, ttationed at the city of Murfhadab/d, fliall 
be reformed. 

That the thirtieth battalion of purgunnah fc** 
poys, llationed at Calcutta, fhall he reformed. 

That the thirty-firft battalion of purgunnah ft** 
poys, ftationed at Patna, lhall be reformed } 

fis 
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of as follows • The Purgunnah officers to be enrol* 
led as lupcrmimerics in the l’erguannah battalions, 
and that the officers of the thirty-fecond battalion 
be enrolled with the brigade battalions j and that 
no preferment of native i'capoy officers lhall hi 
made whilft thefe continues a iupernumary officer 
beyond the eftablilhment. 

The committee then proceeded to take into con- 
fideration the ftate of the brigade troops, whilft 
doing duty at the prefidcncy, particularly withre- 
fpeft to the feapojs, who, with very great re- 
ludhnce, have left their native countries to follow 
their ftandards to Fort William ; for great are the 
appiehcnfions of which the names of Bahar, and 
the more weftern provinces, entertain of the of- 
fers of the air and water in Calcutta, and its in- 
dependencies ; and it can be only a courfc of ex- 
perience which will convince the native troops 
from what has of late occurred, that by marching 
down to Calcutta, they are not intended to be 
fent on lhipboard. '1 his very idea, and foire 
falfe reports of embarkation, caufed a very confi- 
derable defertion in the fecond and third brigades, 
notwit hftanding the general’s pofitivc aflurances to 
them, that no fuch meafurcs was thought of, ct 
intended. Add to thefe agrievments, the prefent 
exceffive price of provifions in Calcutta, gram be- 
ing almoft double the price to what it bears at any 
other Cation of the army. And having debated 
on thefe points very maturely, with a. view of 
caufing a further reduction in the military expence* 
the cantonment allowance, u’hich the feapoys 
have received for many years, at every ftation o* 
the army, was propofed to be curtailed, wM™ 
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any part of the brigade troops fliould be doing 
duty in Fort ‘William ; but it was adjudged by no 
means an eligible meafure, to difguft fo fine a bo- 
dy of men as now compofe the brigade battalions ; 
that the faving was not an. objedt to put in com- 
petition with the conferences to be apprehended; 
that it was our duty fo to treat the feapoys, 
that whenever the defence of our fet dements fliould , 
oblige us to call them down to the* prefidency, they t 
fliould march with, chearfulnefs and alacrity that 
It would be an unjuftifiable hardliiip on the fea- 
poys, if we ordered them from their native coun- 
tries, where they enjoyed cantonment allowance, 
and where provifions were fold at a very cheap 
rate, to bring them to Calcutta, where provifions 
were very dear, and then to aboliih the canton- 
ment allowance ; and as the reform of four batta- 
lions of Purgunnah, and additional feapoys, makes 
it requifice that part of the brigade feapoys fliould 
gaimon the cities of Muxadabad and Patna, wo 
ought not to adopt any meafures that would, not 
only inevitably occafion a great defertion among 
the feapoys, but woyld probably create a difiatif- 
fa&iori to the fervice. * , , 

It is therefore propofed, for the reafons afiigned, 
that the cantonment allowance fliall be continued' 
to the feapoys, whilft they, were on the Calcutta 
duty ; and as it would be highly improper to make 
any diftln&ions to the difadvantage of the Euro- * 
pcan troops, the committee ^re of opinion, that 
1 cantonment allowance fhould alfo be continued. to 
them. 
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■ Fort William, 22d Augufl, 1769. 

At a Confutation, prefcnt. 

The Hon. Henry Verelft, Efq; Prefidcnt, &c. 

As the regulations formed by the feleil coip- 
mittee, for the Purgunnah feapoys corps, have not 
been ftriflly attended to as they ought, and as the 
board are of opinion, that fome additions to th'efe 
regulations is requifite, 

Agreed and refolved, That we now enforce 
them, and that in future the regulations to be ob- 
served by this corps fhall be. 

That the Purgunnah feapoys at Patna, Mur- 
fhadabad, Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, 
fhall receive their full pay, without any deduction 
whatever. 

That they fhall not-receive any batta. 

That the company fhall beat the expence-of 
their cloathing. - s 

That the officers fhall receive off reckonings un- 
til the firft of September next ; but from that time 
thpy fhall not be allowed to draw for, any more, 
nor fhall they be entitled to any after that period. 

'Agreed alfb, That the cloathing' for the Purr 
guannah feapoys be made up at. the prefidency ; 
that \ye direft the gentlemen of the different fub- 
ordinates .to apply to- us for it at the commence- 
ment of 'the new year j and that we acquaint them 
refpeftircly of this addition to the former regula- 
tions, and acquaint them, we expefl in future the? 
llriftpft attention will be paid to every part o» 
them. 


Extra# 
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Extraft from the Company's general Letter to 
- Bengal, dated t^th January, 1770. 14 

In confideration of the rank major-general Coots 
holds by Ills Majefty’s commiffion, and in order 
to place him on the footing of allowances fuperior 
to the present commanding officers in India,' with- 
out incurring a more conliderable charge, than by 
the appointments which were affigned to general 
Lawrence, it it our order, that general Coote is 
allowed a falary of one thoufand five hundred 
pounds a year, to be paid him out of your calhat 

he° trfnll Tf ’ , 0r fuch °^ er B refidenc y at Which 
he (hill refide, by quarterly or half' yearly pa • 

men's, to commence upon his arrival;, and that 
one eighteenth part of the two and one halfner 
cent, comnuffion on the neat territorial revenues 
n Bengal, is to be deduced out of the full C om- 

heffian’ refid "T? th . e 6 C0C «1, .wherever 
din m a ?. d rem ainder thereofis to be 

dffi buted according to our direflions, in the ge? 
neralletters to you of the twentieth of -November 
nc thoufand feven hundred and fiaty-feven • alffi’ 
th« h Bbe further allowed one mc/ty-fourth pai? 

the commiffion of 'five per cen7. taken® " 
the farmed revenues of Fort St. George and ,*£ 
ffibord, nates, to be deduced In like manner from 
be l "d 1 fir*K° m ? Uri0n, ’- and the remain der thereof to 
3 m, t? COrdin S “ !he inour ge- 

Kch on- dated tventy-fifffi 
eight. ’ w k “ Ufand fc ' En hundred and^fixty- 
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brigade' of feapoys. We have taken the matter into 
coniideration j but before we come to a final relo- 
lutlon, we fnall be glad to have your fentimcnts on 
this occafion" And in anfwer thereto,. under 'the 
twelfth of January, the general writes, “ As to a 
fecond major of feapoys, when the necefiity of the 
times obliges lord Clive • to promote fo many ex- 
traordinary majors as afibrded an appointment of 
two to each brigade of feapoys, the lecond major 
was little more than a cypher j yet, in direft op- 
pofitio'n to this opinion, you refolved to -appoint 
them, and did accordingly appoint two lieutenant- 
colonels, without giving the leali reafon for it. And 
though we made a new regulation of our military 
here, which arrived in Auguft, one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and fixty-eight, yet this very extraor- 
dinary letter was not fent to general Smith in No- 
vember following: notwithftanding, the court of 
direftgrs have been pleafed to make an additional 
number of field officers, in proportion to the 
ftrength of their regiments, we are of opinion, that 
the appointment of a lieutenant-colonel and major 
to the feapoys of each brigade, is as necefiary as 
ever : and in your letter to the company, not the 
lealt notice is taken of thefe appointments. With 
thefe orders before you, we are furprized to find 
you could prefumc to aft in direft contradiftion to 
them j and therefore highly difapprove of your 
conduft, in taking upon you to encrcafe our mili- 
tary eftabliffiments, which we will not admit of 
m future, except upon very urgent occafions; 
and. then affign reafons, and point out the ne- 
ceffity of the meafure in the cleareft - and 
moft fatisfaftory manner for our confirmation, as 

the 
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the right of appomtirg officers on an incrcafcd cb 
blilhmcnt can only refi in us, the umoll, th re- 
fore, as you ihould have done, was to have rtprt 
fented the ncccifity of fech appo ntn ents, a. 1 
waited our orders but is it would be luriepoa 
thu officers you appointed, who have behaved ud 
in our fcmcc, and as you coul l not be acquaint 3 
with cur having appointed ficl 1 officer* 1 ere, «*. 
have determined to continue them, bur, on any 
future vacancies, they are not to be tilled ep, cur 
irtention bung, that you fliould revert to the tar 
n cr tfiabhlhmcnt of enc major to each brigade 
ar I we hereby declare, that it you Ihtll hereafter 
P '-f Lmc to alter the military efiubltihmcnt I.J 
do vn trom the court of directors, by the appon 
ment of any additional < r extraordinary officers ta 
fuch cftabhfiimcnt, as has been done in this in 
fiance, it is our tuccd rcfolution to dtfmils tho! 
p rfons from our fen ice, be they whom the? nM 
who fiiall tal e upon th^mfelves to concur in fuch 
n torious ddcbcditnce of our oHers. 

Copy of the hundred Paragraph of the Cemp av * 

general letter to Bengal, date 1 toth April, t /7 1 

“ Upon examining into the fia c of yoer military 
officers, we find the number of fi 1 1 officers gre.it 
ly exceeds your cftabhfhment , we therefore dt 
reih, that all the abov e three colonels of infantry 
(including the con mander in chief) fix lieute- 
nant colonels of infantry, enc of artillery, and the 
it eu tenant-colonel of engineers fix majors of r 
fen try, three offeapoys, ore of nrtillcry, and ct* 
of engineers, are to be leoLed upon ‘as fuppem 
ir^rari^ 
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merarles, and no promotions muft be made till 
they are provided for j as vve are determined, that 
the above eftablifhment (hall not exceed on any 
pretence whatfoever.' 

Extraft of the Company’s general Letter to Ben- 
gal, dated 25th March, 1772. 

“ When we compare the military charges of your 
prefidency to thofe of Fort St. George, we are 
ft ruck with aftonifhment at finding the expences 
of your eftablifhment more than double the amount 
of that on the coaft. As fo enormous a difference 
is by no means reconcilable with the little difpro- 
portion there is between the two eftablifhments, 
we arc led to infer, that this excefs muft be owing 
to the inattention of our prefident and council, as 
well as to abufes and embezzelments by individuals 
in the fcveral parts of the military department. 

In order, therefore, to difeover the caufes, and 
to prevent the continuance of an evil, which is be- 
come intollerable to us, it is our pofitive command, 
that you forthwith inveftigate the military charges 
of your prefidency, even to the moft minute par- 
ticular ; and fhould any abulcs or mifmanagemene 
appear in cotiducling the bufinefs of this depart- 
ment, we expeft and require, that you not only in- 
flict due punishment upon all perfons who fhall 
have offended in this refpeft, but that you take all 
proper meafures for putting an effectual flop tQ 
tuch practices in future. And %\ e further direct, 
that you fend us, by the fixft opportunity, a full 
and particular ftate of the military charges of your 
prefidency, diftmguiftied under their proper heads, 
Yol. i\ r . 3 D . and 
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and exhibited in To clear and comprchenfive i 
manner, that we may not remain under the leaf 
uncertainty refpeCting the caufes which have oc 
calioned the immoderate extent of your military 
oxpences : but that we may be enabled to judge 
by what mode, and in what degree, the faro« 
may be reduced, without weakening that efla- 
blilhment, which may beneccflary for the protec- 
tion of ourpoffeffions m Bengal." 

Extra# of the Company’s general Letter to Ben- 
gal, dated the 7th April, 1 773. 

“ The abfolute neceffity of retrenching the exeef- 
five military charges of your prefidency, has induced 
us to appoint LauchlinM'Lcane, Efq; commiflary- 
general of army accounts in Bengal, whofe foie at- 
tention being fixed on one object, we flatter ouf- 
felves, that he will be able to effectuate fuch a re- 
duction of extra and contingent expences as may 
fully anfwer our expectations in his appointment. 

1 he accompanying copy of a report of the com- 
mittee, which we appointed to form regulations 
and inftruCtions relative to the commifTary-general 
will convey to you our ideas of the ncceflity of re- 
viving that office in Bengal, and alfo mark many 
of thofe improprieties and abufes which appear to 
us to merit an ‘immediate and an effectual reform ( 
confonant to which report, you are hereby dired* 
ed to prepare inftruCtions for the faid commi/Tarv- 
general,^ and to take care that they be effectually 
carried into execution. 

Mr. MacLeane, for his fcrvicc as commiflar)' - 
general, is to be allowed the falary and cmolu- 
J ments 
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mcnts annexed to the Ration of youflgcffc counfellor, 
and in order" to give him rank in the field, we 
have granted him a brevet commillion, with the 
rank of colonel j but he is not to perform any mi- 
litary duty, or receive! any pay or batta, or other 
emoluments whatever,, in confequencc of fucli his 
military rank. 

As we efteem the appointments of quartcr-maftcr 
general of great importance, and as lieutenant- 
colonel Leflie has ferved in that department during 
thclaft war, in different parts, we have appointed 
him to execute that poll, at your prclidcncyj but 
under this exprefs condition, that he docs not re- 
ceive any pay or emolument for cx'ecuting that 
truft, except what is agreeable to the cuftom of the 
army in England, and thefe he is entitled Co as 
lieutenant-colonel of the infantry. Copy of his 
warrant is inclofed. 

And the committee having examined lord Clive 
with regard to the military cftablilbmcnt of caval- 
ry in India, his lordfhip faid, his idea was, that 
very few cavalry in India arc ncceffary j that no 
more than a number fufficientto prevent furprdcs 
are wanted ; that they are very expenfive, and 
that one hundred horfes for each fettlement would 
be fufficient. 

And the committee examined general Caillaud 
on the fame fubjett, who, upon lord Clive’s evi- 
dence being read to him, confirmed the fame ; 
and added, that the cavalry had at different times 
"been reformed, on account of the heavy expences 
which attended them j that a certain number of 
them might be neceffary, when the European ca- 
valry of other powers happened to be oppofed, to 
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the forces of the company, but that, m the tiirs 
of peace, a very ftmll body, fulHcient forefeens 
patrols, and duties of the like kind, was enough. 

And the committee examined lord Chvc, as to 
his opinu n about the ieapoys , and his tordfhip 
informed them. That he thought the exigence of 
tlie company in India, but particularly in Bengal, 
depended upon the difciplme and fubordmation of 
the fcapays, and that they cannot be too well olii 
ccred. That if there could be one European offi 
cer to each company of fcapoys, tt w ould be great 
ly to the advantage of the fervtcc , that he has fo 
high an opinion of the fidelity, attachment, aid 
bravery of the feapoys, when commanded by a 
number of Enghfh officers fpeaking the langu*g", 
the defence of the country might be intruded to 
them alone, fupported by a good train of artillery, 
commanded by Britilh fubjedts , that he thinks it 
very nccefiary that there fhould be one field officer 
at leaf!, who is an European, to each battalion cf 
feapoys • 

And the committee examined general Caillaud 
on the fame lubjedl , who, upon lord Clive’s e'i' 
ilence being read to him, confirmed the fame, but 
added, that in his opinion the battalion of feipovs 
are too ftrong ; that if they were divided into mo « 
battalions and fower men in each, it vv ould nnic 
them more dependent, andlefs likely to form com 
bmations bur, with refpeift to artillery, he 
ferved, that the management of that branch ou 6 K 
to be kept entirely in the hands of Europeans, 
And the committee find, by a feperate letter^ 
Tort St. George of the feventeenth of March, ore 
ihoufand fevin hundred and fixty*mnc , that c 

directors 
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directors approved of the plan for railing a body of 
cavalry, as contained in the preceding of that prg- 
fidehcyofthe twenty-ninth of February J one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-eight ; but that they 
defired them, before that they determined on ic,cofee 
that proper provifion be made for the paymentof that 
corps, "and that ‘cantonments be artigned them, in 
times of peace, molt proper for fubfilting and pre- 
ferving that corps. * ‘ 4 ? “ 1 

f> And that theyj befides, ordered them to fend as 
many men to Complete the body of one thoufand 
five hundred European infantry at Bombay, as that 
prefidency ihould require from them, but fo as not 
to reduce their cftablilhment. 

And that they ftricily ordered and required them 
to (tick to the fertlemcnt of the military eftablifh- 
ments, as it had been fixed by their feperate letter 
to that prefidency of the twenty-fifth of March, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight, and 
that they fliould not form any new corps or com- 
panies, in order to provide for any fupernumerary 
officers they might have, adding, that they would 
not allow of their exceeding that eftabliflimenr, 
without their exprefs permiffion firlt obtained for 
that purpofe.” * 

And the committee will in the next place, pro- 
ceed to lay before the houfe, what has occur- 
red to them material upon the article of pay 
and batta. 

And they find, by the general letter to Fort St. 
George of the ninth of December, one thoufand 
feven hundred and Gxty-tyvo, that the court of di- 
* redlors 
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reftors complained of the extraordinary allowance 
called batta to the company’s troops, as too heavy 
to be borne ; and faid, that it mult as foon as pof- 
fible be entirely laid afide ; that if any more than, 
the pay was really neccflary, upon particular occa- 
lions, it muft be fettled upon the molt moderate 
terms ; that that period, when they had nothing 
more to fear from European enemies, feemed to be 
the very point of time, when this reformation was 
molt likely to be effected ; and that they fhould 
hope to hear that the prefidency had made the pro- 
per ufe of it i but that at all events they fhould de- 
pend upon their embracing the firft opportunity of 
effecting this order. 

And the committee find, in the general letter to 
Fort St. George of the gth of March, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-three, that the court of 
directors declared, that having already given that 
prefidency their fentiments upon the cxce/fivq mi- 
litary expence, as well by the letters of that as of 
the former feafon, and as they could by no means 
alter them, or admit of fariher innovations, they 
could not but approve of their not complying with 
colonel Monfon's reprefentation for an additional 
allowance to the fubaltern officers and private men, 
when in quarters ; and that moll certainly that 
gentleman muft be fenfible, no military fervice 
whatever had fo many advantages attending it as 
that of the company. 

That they alfo approved their conduft, with re- 
gard to the propofals made for maintaining the Eu- 
ropean cavalry ; but that as the terms, though 
the lowed then offered, feemed to them very high, 
natwlthftitvdiag which, they would tvoc difpute the 

rca- 
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reafonablenefs thereof, hut entirely relied on the 
endeavours of the prefidency, fpr reducing this 
charge to eafier terms, whenever opportunity 
fhould offer. 

And the committee find, by the feperatc letter 
from Fott St. George, of the feventeenth of No- 
vember, one thouiand feven hundred aod fixty- 
three^that though that prefidency exprefled them- 
felves very fenfible, that the expence of batta wa3 
heavy, and added, that they had reduced it as low 
as circumftances would admir, yet they declared 
that it could never be entirely laid afide, as ic was 
impoffible for the officers and men to fubfift in the 
field on their pay alone. 

And the committee find, by the general letter 
to Fort St. George, of the firft of June, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-four, that the court 
of. diretfors replied, that notwithftanding the pre- 
fidency had declared, they had reduced the batta 
allowed to the military, as low as circumftances 
would admir, yet it was, even according to the 
prefent reduced plan, too heavy an expence to be 
borne ; that they therefore expected, that when- 
ever the fituation of affairs would admit of a farther 
reduction, the prefidency would lay hold of the 
firft and every opportunity to obtain this defirable 
end, which they had been fo conftantly ordering for 
a confiderable time paft, and others had recom- 
mended it in the ftrongeft terms to their prefidency 
ac Bengal to do the fame ; and as the prefidency 
of Fort Sr. George could not but be fenfibh how 
effentiaUy neceffary ic was for the intereft of the 
company, they (the directors) fhould expeft to 
co-operate with their faid prefidency of Bengal, in 

every 
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every means that might tend to reduce the batta, 
an 1 other military cxpenccs, at bjth prdiduncics, 
within the mull rcafonablc and moderate bounds 
the fuuation of affairs would admit 

And the committee find, by the ftp-rate letter 
to tort Sr George of the 17th of March, one 
thoufand (even hunJre 1 and fixt> nine, that the 
court of Oireftors declared themfdscs greatly dilTa 
tisficd with the jcaloulies and heartburnings that 
arofc from the dilparuj ot batta and allowances be- 
tween the coafl and the li-rgal troops , that this 
was a matter of aery great importance, for that 
they plainly pcrcciscd, that it would base been 
alrnoft impofliblc to lu%e b ought them to act to 
gether that they Ihould exp ft the three profi- 
ciencies to co operate in forming fume plan that 
might present this in future, in which, due confi- 
deration mull be had to the rate ot provifions in the 
fcvcral countries in which they might aft , and 
that thuy i oped, by a communication of fentiments 
with each other, this great us il might be pres ented, 
and the troops of the luvcral prcfidcncius be brought 
to aft with ihu harmony, which thu general si el- 
fare of the company require ! 

That the double poll held by the Bengal oftrer.?, 
feemed hkcsufc to base crcatLd great jealoufits 
that thofc two ought to be difcuiUd , for they 
coul l not fufrer fitch trifling confederations to come 
in competition with the fuccours that mull be mu- 
tually afiforJc 1 by the fcvcral prcfidcncics for the 
prefers anon of the whole. 
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And the committee will not proceed 'to lay before 
the houfe what has occurred ro them material, 
upon the fubjedt of extraordinary contingent 
expences. 

■ And they find, by the general letter to Fort St* 
George of the firft of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixiy four, that the court of directors 
ordered, that with refpedt to brigadier general 
Caillaud, in dead of colonels and captain's pay, 
amounting to twenty-five (hillings a day, the al- 
lowances made him by their letter of the thirtieth 
of the preceding December Ojould include the faid 
twenty-five (hillings a day, and 'fhould be in full 
confiderations for all his fervices whatfbever. 

And the committee find, by the general letter 
to Fort St. George of the twenty- fecond of March, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-five, that the 
court of directors informed that prcfidcncy, 'that 
they had taken into confiderarion the regulation of 
allowances to a commander in chief, when in the 
field ; and that they dire&ed that whenever it 
fiiould be neceflary for general Lawrence to take 
the field, he (hall be allowed, in addition to his 
then appointments of one thoufand five hundred 
pounds a year, the fum of {wo pagodas a day, and 
that, on the day of marching (but at no other time) 
the commilfary fhould fupply him, cn the compa- 
ny^ account, with twenty-hve or thirty coolies, to 
affift in carrying his baggage, which the prefidcncy 
were to give the neceflary orders for accordingly ; 
and that, in like manner, when general Caillaud 
fiiould take thcfi$!d, inftead ofsencral Cawrcnce, 
Vox,. IV. 3 E he 



t 39® J 

he fhould have, oxer and above hts appotnfmei ft 
of one thou fard pounds a year, the befjrermin- 
ttoned allowances of ten pagodas a day, and tho 
fupply of coolies, and that the faid allow antes eit 
ther to general Lawrence or general Caillaud, as 
commander in chief, wljo in the held, were to be 
in full confideration for his table, and all exponces 
whatever on luch fervice, and during fuch fervice 
only, and werenot to be exceeded on any pretence 
x hatfoever that on the contrary, if tho e allow 
ances could be reduced, confidently with the good 
of the fervice, the directors declare, it will be 
greatly to their fatisfadtion, confidcring tl e very 
heavy military cxpenccs the company labours un- 
der, and they accordingly recommend moil ear- 
neflly this mcafure to the confideration and care of 
the prefidency 

And the directors further added, that tho find 
allow ances were not to be made a precedent^ or to 
be extended to any other officer or officers what oc 
ver, w ho fhould take the command in the field, 
cither during the time of the faid general 1 awrcnce 
orCaillaud’s being on the coaft, or at any future 
time , but that luch a moderate allowance fhout l 
be made, in lieu thereof, as the prefidency fhould, 
With the ftridKft regard to ccconomy, think pro 
per, and which, therefore, they left to their dii- 
crction to adjeft 

And the committee find, by the feperate letter 
to Fort St George, of the fourth of March, one 
thoufand feven hundrtiand fixty feven that tho 
court of dir-etors obterved, tint the neceflity of 
fome Jellied reguJauon of cxpencc m every i)e/ art- 
fptfK \yas fo obxieu , tjut tfity wordered moth 
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how general Lawrence could cake ?.ny exceptions 
to the orders they fent in their letters of the twen- 
ty- fecond of March 1705, fixing the allowance to 
either him or general Caillaud, as commander in 
chief, when in the field ; that this did not proceed 
from any alteration in the advantageous opinion 
they had always; and did then, with jultice encer- 
tain of his merits andocconomy; but' they hopedi 
that after having fettled fuch an allowance for luch 
a man, no fuccceding officer (if he had been con- 
tent) could have afpired to more, and few to Co 
much, that ir would have given them great fatis- 
faction if the general had penetrated into their 
views, and fee that good example. 

The committee, in the next place proceeded to 
examine irito the condudb of' the fervants of 
the company, with relation to fuch troops, on 
the coait of Coromandel, as were either paid 
' in part or wholly, by the nabob of the Car- 
natic. 

And the committee find^ by the minute of a 
confuhadon at Fort St. George, dated April the 
twenty fixth, one thoufand feven hundred and fix- 
ty-fix, That the governor and council reprefented 
to thedire&ors, that they had cftablilbed fome pro- 
vifions for wounded and invalid feapoys, and ad- 
ded them, to the military regulations j and that 
they areas follow, viz. 

Pjg. Fin % Calh per Month. 
Zemindars - - 00 co 

Havildars and naiges 1" 29 40 ditto 

Private feapoys - 1 , 00 00 * ditto 

And 
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And the committee find, by a feperate letter 
from Fort St George of March the twenty-feventh, 
one thoufcnd feven hundred and fixty-fivc, that 
the prefidency reprefent their apprehenfions that 
the military eftablilhment ill fall lhort, as the 
nabob had particularly de fired that no reduction 
might be made in the feapoys, who were then 
about 10,000; to which requeft the prefidency 
could not refufe their confent, as the whole, both 
officers and men, were carried on his accourt. 

And the committee find, by the company’s ge- 
neral letter to Fort Sc. George, of February the 
nineteenth, one thouland feven hundred and fixty- 
fix, that the dirt&or’s refohed to comply with the 
nabob’s defire, and added, that they e*pe£tcd to 
receive the following benefits, viz. 1 hat the com- 
pany would be ddburthenedof mainlining a body 
of four thoufand feapoys, according to their former 
regulation of the 30th of December 1763, as they 
conceive that thclc are comprehended in the above- 
mentioned number of 10,000 ; and that, if this 
corps is properly trained and attached to them, 
tliey may at all times depend on them, and be the 
more powerful on the coaft, in cafe of war with 
France ; and that they fhall hkew ife keep the na- 
bpb firmer to their imercft, bv thrir having under 
their tontroul almolt the whole military force, by 
which the province is to be prottcled ; but that, on 
the other hand, if is to be apprehended, that thefe 
^ troops, being natives of India, when oppofed to 
the country powers, may incline to defert thecaufc 
of the company, fiiouki any difpute arife between 
thrm and the nabob ; an event at prefent not pro- 
bable, but, homter, wot wholly chimerical, fincc 

their 
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their competitors are fo nearly interefted in fuch d 
divifion, and fo capable, of art to efFcdt it : that a’ 
defection in a corps fo armed and difciplined, might 
be produdtive of moft mifchievqus confequences, as 
theirfuperiority over feapoys in the country fervice, 
confift only in their difcipline ; that however thofc 
apptehervfions yield to their hopes and cspe&ationc, 
that fuch general regulations may be eftablifhed 
and fuch expedients be adopted, as may obviate 
their dangers ; and they add, that the following 
articles feem to them cfiential. 

That the whole corps be formed* into ten batta- 
lions $ each battalion to ( be commanded by one; 
captain, one lieutenant, and one eniign : ' 

That each battalion confift of ten companies of 
one hundred men each, officers included, to be 
commanded by one European ferjeant, and Inch 
officers, natives of India, as fhall be found ne- 
cefiary. 

That the captains, lieutenants, and enfigns, do* 
rank with the officers of our European battalions, 
and have regular fucceffion in that corps, unlefs the 
prefidency ihall fee juft caufe of exception to any 
individual : that the ten junior captains, lieute- 
nants, and enfigns, have the command of the fea- 
poys, and, as they fucceed by vacancies to the 
European battalion, their places are 10 be iupply’d 
in the command of’ feapoys, by younger officers 
That the utmoft care be takerf, as well at the 
time of enlifting, as at all times afterwards, to in- 
culcate the opinion, that they are wholly and foielv 
dependent on the company, fubjedt to their orders, 
and controul, and to no other power whatfoever*; 
and, as much as poffiblc, it ftiould be concealed. 
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that the nabob is under any agreement to reimburfe 
the comp3n y for thur pay. 

1 hat th-v be cloathed m an uniform remarka- 
bly dillinguiffi J from fuch f apo)s as ih- rabob 
may h mfeif entertain tor the guard of his perfon, 
or an} other purpofes. 

Th it a pay mailer of feapoys be appointed from 
the covenanted fervams of the company at the pre- 
ltdency, tl at he have an office for tranfachng the 
bufmeisof this department , and that fuen of the 
feapoys, as Mull be from time to time at the prefi- 
dency, fhall be reaularly and monthly paid ar the 
public office, not by ifiu n 0 the pay of each com- 
pany to the fubadar, but that each man be paid 
by the pay mailer lu mfeif , and that iuch feapoys 
a* aic in the out garnfons be in like manrerpaid , 
cverv man feparatcly, by the pay-"-allc“ of the 
garriton, \ ho, (as has been the cuflom for 
iome rime) mufl continue to b- appointed from 
among the covenanted ferv ants of the coupany 

That the Britifli colours (fuch as are carried by 
our LAiruf can battalions.) bv al o bone at ibe head 
of the fcapoy battalion, without an 7 dillindlion , 
-rd that fuch dilbngu tilling colours as the compa- 
ny’s of the fcveral but lions may bear, be alfo very 
it mrkably diflinguiO'cd. 

In confequcncL ot a rcpreLntation made by 
t\c prefidtnet , with th concurrence of general 
Lawrence, that five officers were infuffic t it fer 
c-ch uttllcry company (there ben 4 fuc.n tcxcach 
company m the King’s forces) they di i permit 
au addition ot two more officers to each cornua iv 
ol artillery, \i/< one capMm-hcu vtunr, T\d one 
lieutenant firce\crl cr , -nd 33 it was dated that 

the 
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the lieutenant-fireworker's * pay was really infuffi- 
cient for his inaintainrance, they agreed to make; 
it equal to that of the enfign'*. 

Ul'oph Cown (whale defection colt the company 
fo much blood and treafure) had with him one 
thoufand fcapoys regularly defeiplined, and offi- 
cered with European ferjeants and corporals, be- 
fides a coffer company. 

The company thought no fuch confidence as 
that of renting counties Ihould ever in future be 
placed in any of the fubalterns or feapoy officers ; 
though the Nabob agreed to defray that expence, 
yet this became void, upon an occafional appli- 
cation to him for money , he would frequently 
plead want of cafh, from the neceffity of the 
times, and that large expences vrould confcqucnt- 
ly be paid by the company, and carried to his ac- 
count, thereby adding greatly to that very large 
fum he was already indebted to them ; and they 
alledgcd, that a more regular receipt would accrue, 
if the Nabob would make ioftallments o*n renters 
of particular countries. 

The prcfidency of Fort George acquainted the 
board with a converfation he had held with the 
Nabob, relative to the difturbances formed by 
the Polygars, and the complaints he received of 
the incurftons of the plunders into the Onygobe 
and Tanjour country : that he was convinced the 
troops in his lervice were unable to fupprefs them ; 
that he therefore required another battalion of his 
feapoys might be taken into the company's fervicc, 
put under their officers, and regulated and dei- 
ciplined like the reft of their troops ; and that he 
would make good their expence : that he- alfo dc- 
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fired that the entire defence and protc&ion ot the 
country may be left to the company’s tioopj, and. 
that the utmoft endeavours may be ufed to dif 
peifothe Polygars, clear the woods, and eftabhfh 
peace and fafety to the inhabitants , that as the 
prefidency and council would agree to this, and 
gi\ e the ftridteft orders, that the company 's officers 
ihould fupport his managers with tioops, without 
interfering with the revenues on matters relative 
thereto, he would difmifs all the troops he kept 
m the find countries, and thereby fiave part of 
the expence he fuftaincd , and he hoped in a few 
years the country people, being convinced of the 
co npany’s refolution to maintain peace, and pu 
mfii difiurbers, they would forbear their ufual 
prithee of plundering the fircar government 
The board exprefled t icreupon their fatisfac 
tion U| on finding that the Nabob at length be 
gan to wean himfelf of his jealoufy, and to difeo 
ver, from experience, what the) had often told 
him, viz? that his keeping up a large body of 
troops was almoft an ufelcls expence , and that 
halt the number, or 'even one third in the com 
pany’s pay, would be a more effectual fecurit) and 
fupport that at times he had feemed to b" con 
v inend of this, bt t as of an relapfed into the ap 
prehenfions of leffioning his own importance and 
dignity, as lie klftned his forces 

He had declared he was fully determined to 
difcharge all his kapovs, and keep only a fc 
left bod\ of horie, and had cv en prefled the prefi 
dency to raife an additional numb r ot battalions, 
to protect the country , out of the fcapoys he dif 
charged Letters had been written to the ftieral 
commanding 
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tains who had latch left it, might be prc\ ailed 
on to return. 

The prefidency- agreed to acquaint the King of 
Tanyoxir ot this their intention, and to defire that 
he ‘would give them a farther proof of his reliance 
on the compam’s friendlhip, by a/fifting them 
with troops, and doing every thing in his power 
to difperfe the Poh gars, and drive them from his 
country when they utirc thither. 

The prefidency ordered a battalion of fcapoys 
to be raifed out of the Nabob’s troops, to affifi: 
and piotcft bis managers, without exacting du- 
ties, or interfering with the government of the 
revenues. 

In conference of a refolution taken by' the 
prefidency, to reduce the European cnialry, thefe 
from the northward were ordered thither, and the 
men incorporated among the artillery, infantry', 
andfeapoys, according to their fe\ oral qualifica- 
tions; and they had judged it molt advifibjc to 
make the Nabob a tender of the horfes, with 
their accoutrements: from the experience they had 
had, that when the cavalry were reduced, and 
the horfes fold at out-cry, they had fetched but 
an inconfiderablc price ; and that as the Nabob 
had been charged with them, the prefidency 
would obferve the fame mode with regard to thole 
that remained to be reduced. 

It had been obfer\cd, that the black cavalry of 
the Nabob, lately placed under European officers, 
agreeable to a refolution taken in a confutation of 
November iw end -third laft preceding, had, dur- - 
ingtbc couifcof the month of Februin , 1768, all 
quitted the camp of colonels Smith and "Wood, 



L 399 1 

and returned to Arcot, through want of pay, 
which the Nabob’s diftrefs for money would not 
admit of liis fending regularly, and that the com- 
pany’s tr’eafury* was unable to' furniih 80,000 
rupees monthly, to pay 2000 black horfe. 

The prefidency informed the Nabob, that un- 
Icfs they were put immediately under the orders 
of the company’s officers, and received their pay 
regularly from them, as the reft of the troops do 
who a& for the company, it would be bcitcr he 
fhould difeharge them entirely. 

Ibrahim Beg, who commanded four, hundred 
horfe,* and one hundred feapoys, having alfo late- 
ly left the camp without orders, and having re- 
ceived an offer to enter into the Soubah’s fen ice, 
fhould he be permitted to do fo, as this eltablifh- 
ment, by which, he was allowed 2000 rupees per 
month for himfclf, and for paying a body of 
horfemen, not regularly formed or dilciplincd, was 
inconfiftept with the other part of their military 
conftitution, and as indeed the principal reafon 
for firft engaging him, was to prevent his being 
troublcfome m the fircaiy, of which he had a 
thorough knowledge, and as the dcicrtion of the 
Nabob’s horfe, and their refolution to difeharge 
thefe of Ibrahim Beg, would certainly expofe tiieir 
convoys to Hydcr’s cavalry, they' took into con- 
fideration a'propofalof major Fitzgerald, to an- 
fwerthe purpofes of the troops they difmi fil’d, ' 
which propofal was as follows, viz. 

To augment the company’s final 1 troops of horfe, 
now confifting of 38 to too, on the fame footing as 
the foreign huffars, and to augment the huffars alfo 
to 100 ; they will form a good bo ly of 200 Eu- 
ropeans, 
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fnpcans, who "'ll lie mounted, clothed and pau| 
at a certain monthly expence, rruch Ids than they 
formerly coll : to t^efc,he purpofes the nahob lhoulcf 
«dd 500 black horle, which are lus own property, 
ard may be mounted with fome of our ftapoys, or 
the beft men that can be found, w ho being paid 
monthly exclufivt, ot their horfes, and the horfes 
burfg the nabob’s property, fed by contract, the 
men may be formed and difciphncd in as regular 
a manner as our feapoys With fuch a body of 
European and black cavalry, fupported by the 
foreign light infantry and one of our battalion of 
ftapoys with their held pieces ; major bitzgcraldl 
was ot opinion, that it would be an eafy matter to 
proieCt the Carnatic againft any invaders, or to ef- 
cort provifions fafe to the army , 

The prefdcncy ufed all prudent Heps to cfFcCt the 
entire rel ance of the nabob on the company , for the 
protection of the Carnatic ; as the introducing that 
fyllem would be of the utinoft importance from 
their conclufion, that twelve battalions lefs, than 
were* kept both by the company and the nabob, 
v^culd be fufficient for the defence of that country 
^againft all invaders ; would tfiiblifh tranquility, 
cncreafe his revenues, and confidcrably dimmilh 
his expences. T hit as his dep^ndaicc would ex- 
cite his jta’oufy , the cautious management of the 
prefidency was nrcilfery to engage him without 
fi ‘guft, and by degrees, todifehirge the whole of 
thts ufcltfs rabble, and to rtly entirely on the troops 
ol the com| my fur the defence ard fecunty cf Ms 
j ollcCons. 

1 he number of fcipoys judged by the prefidency 
putiocjpcedtu.it) battalions, was not to be cn- 
, c'caf.4 



created beyond what on the mote minute confidera- 
,tion was deemed actually necefiaty ; they were to 
be maintained on the moft frugal footing, ai\d all 
pofEble mcafures taken to prevent differences* be- 
tween the officers and the nabob’s managers, and 
pofitive orders given for keeping the llridteft dif- 
cipline, and avoiding every caufe of complaint 
When the directors permitted an encreafe of the 
feapoys eftabfiftiment, it was done with a view to 
reduce the numbers of the nabob’s undifciplined 
rabble ; but thofc had been 'exercifing to luch a ' 
degree, as would almoft incline them to think, he 
meant in future to rely oh them for the defence of 
the Carnatic, and the time might come, when fuch 
another effort would be required, as in the long 
war fuftained by the company in defence of the 
Carnatic, a gain It the fame powerful enemy, and 
that no preparation would be equal to that of a full 
treafury ; till this was accompiilhed, he mult con- 
fine all his ambition to the putting the Carnatic in- 
to a proper ftate of defence, by keeping up the 
fortifications, and having his magazines well ftored- 
The nabob could not 'ftrengthen himfclf by any 
means fo effectual, as the re-cftablilhing his finances. 
The diredtors took notice of the many difadvanca- 
ges the Carnatic laboured under, from the want of 
an uniform fyftem between the nabob and the com- 
pany, with refpedt to the military ertjhliffimcnt’ 
and operations, and they obferved as the defence of 
thaccountiy always refts upon the company in cafe 
of an invafion, fo it is reafonable and proper that 
the nabob Ihould fubmit to be controulcd by them, 
with refpedt to ihe number and difeiphne of his 
troops. 
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1 he vaft body of infantry he heft tp bung no 
!cfs thtc 20,000 men, b Tides 2000 cavalry and 
10,000 Teapoys, maintained by the company, and 
charged to his account, was a greater force than 
that which is kept up in the three Bengal provin- 
ces, and vaflly b yond what the defence of the 
Carnatic would require, or the revenue maintain , 
it coald nut be much lliort of Go lac! s of rupet^ 
per annum, which ad led to his civil citabhfhmcnr, 
and the intcreft of his vafl debt, placed his affairs 
in a mod ru nous light. 

I he prcfideacy infilled on his concerting with 
them a proper plan, with refpcdtbith to his num- 
bers anil the means of j aymg his military eftabhth- 
rnent , that part of this plan mufl be the forming 
an i paving a proper body of cavalry, under Cng- 
luh officers, who will bw of real femce when occa- 
fion requires. The prefi l-nt of Tort Sc George 
urged to the nabob the necufity of providing for 
the payment of ten battalions of fcapoys, for the 
cxpcncc of certain garrilons, and -alfo for paying 
fomething towards the , dtfeharge of his ancient 
debt The nabob in reply, bad rep atcdly repre- 
fented and urged ihe diftreif d dice of the eoun- 
try , the little expectation he had of drawing any 
confiderable revenues this vear, ami his inability to 
pay any large fun or provide for the ten battalions 
of feapoys At one o the meetings he went lo far as 
to declare, that In. would j ay no f apoy s , that he 
did not want them, that our garrifons tliflreried 
him, and that on condition th»y fhould be immedi- 
ately withdrawn, he would in eighteen months pay 
off his debt to the company, provided the country 
re n 3 ined in peace 


The 
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'The company reprefented to the Nabob, tho* 
they would be exceedingly glad to fee him difin* 
cumbered from, his public as well as private debts, 
yet as the company had undertaken the defence 
and.protctfiott of the Carnatic, it would be dan- 
gerous as well as cruel to difeharge hen Well dif- 
ciplincd battalions; and they did not doubt but 
the Nabob, reflecting more coolly, howdefenceleft 
and expofed he would have his poffeffions, would 
be induced to adopt the propofal made hint, and 
keep up troops, at leaft ’till the company had 
come to a'refolution on fo important a fubjedh 
The Nabob, at laft declared, that he would not 
confent to fubfift more than 7000 feapoys, fill the 
company’s pkafurc fliould be known ; the Nabob 
grew fo intractable, that the prefident could ob* 
tain no anfwer to his letters, and he had the greet- 
ed: difficulty to bring him to a verbal afient to the 
payment of the fums agreed upon ; he refufed 
furnifliing hereafter fliccp and cattle for chef Euro- 
peans, as he had formerly done, becaufe the coun- 
try had b£en plundered and ruined from the 
Kiftna to Cape Comorin : he alledged that the 
complaints of his and the company’s officers 
againft each other would.be endlefs, without any 
apparent means of preventing them ; and he 
therefore defired, that we would withdraw as 
many garrifons as we could in prudence, and give 
the ftneteft orders to the officers commandingdn 
the reft, not to interfere with his managers, or 
the country people, but confine thcmfelvcs whol- 
ly the difciplinc of the troops, and prefervation of 
the garrifons committed to their charge. 
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The board being willing to give the Nabob 
every relief in their power, from cxpcncc, rcfolv- 
cd to reduce the eleven battalions to ten, and to 
form the battalions m fuch manner, that they 
might come as near as poffiblc to die number the 
Nabob had limited. 

The nabob hav ing giv cn order., for putting 2000 
of his cavalry under the ofiiccrs of the company, 
the board proceeded to take into con fide ration the 
cllablifhmcnt and pay of the European officers and 
ferjeants, to be appointed to this corps, and the 
following was agreed upon* 

One captain, lus pay, to find and 
feed five horfes for himfclf and fubal- 
tern, with accoutrements, per month 500 rupees 

One lieutenant for himfclf - 140 ditto 

One cornet ditto - - 125 ditto 

Five ferjeants at forty-two rupees each per month, 
in full for pay and provifions, befidcs two pagodas 
per month, to be made for ftoppages by the pay- 
raaftor. 

Five horfes for the ferjeant, at forty-two rupees 
each per month, in field or garnfon, to be found, 
fed and accoutred by the captains. 

Thecaptain, lieutenant and cornet to receive their 
ufual batta in the field, and the captain to have 500 
pagodas per year, off reckonings. The horfes kil- 
led or difabled on actual fcrvice'to be paid for ac- 
cording to valuation 

A marque tent and two bullocks to be allowed 
the captain, two fmal) tents of a particular con- 
ftruftion for the fubalterns, each to ba carried by 

one 
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ohe bullock, and two fmall private tents for tin* 
fi-rjeams. In all, fix bullocks to be allowed, with 
three laicars and three coolies to each 500 horfe. 

The prefidency of Fort St. George hat ing taken 
into con fideration what force Ibould be allotted tor 
the jagguire and the fettlcments in the Carnatic ; the 
black town and garrifon of Fort Sr. George requi- 
red at leaft one battalion of feapoys in {landing 
guards, and two battalions more, befides three in- 
dependent companies for other garrifons, confider- 
ing all the circumftances of revenue and extent, 
were a reafonable force for the defence of the jag- 
guire. 

The prefidency having taken under cbnfidera- 
tion the forming the cftabUlhment of the troops on 
the coail ; general Cootc, in confequence of their 
application to him, informed them, thacheunder- 
ftood the twelve battalions ordered^to bo kept up, 
were to be at the foie expcnce of the comp mv, and 
that twelve battalions of feapoys were very infoffi- 
cient for the prcte&ion of the Carnatic, and fix bat- 
talions were very inadequate to the fervice of the 
fircars; but as it would be impoftible for the com- 
pany to fupport filch an expcnce, it became nc- 
cefiary to apply to the nabob, to know what num- 
ber of thofe to be kept up for the fervice of the 
Carnatic, fhould be charged to his account. 

The prefidency having taken under their meft 
mature con fideration the important point of fet- 
tling their military eftablifhments upon a refpefta- 
bie footing, took the advice of lord Clive, major 
general Lawrence, and major general Coote, and 
they ordered that it fhould confifl at this prrfiden- 
cy of two regiments of European infanty and twelve 
3 G battalions 
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battalions offeapoys, which including the conlmif- 
fion and non commiflion officers, European and 
black, confiftcd of 12,6^4 men. Befides that 
eflabhlhmenc the nabob coni tilted that ten barti- 
lions of feapoys fhould be entertained on his ac- 
count, but that the) ibouid be under the orders of 
the company, and be commanded by European of- 
ficeis, and that their pay fliould be advanced by 
the compan), and carried to the debit of his ac- 
count , the court of dtreftors adopted the plan, and 
gave directions for carrying the fame into exe- 
cution 

General Coote s opinion regarding the efhbhfh- 
mentwith the remarks ot the board in conlequence, 
appears as follows 

The board having taft confutation requeued my 
opinion, regarding the orders of tlic court of di 
rectors m their letters of the third of January 1 770, 
relpeCLing the military eflabhlhmcnc of the prefi 
dcicv of Tort St George , I now give that opi- 
1 1 >n w uh more confidence, as 1 had the horour of 
be ng one of the three general officers called Of on 
by the court of dire&crs to take into confidcration 
the ftate of their forces 1 j India, and to form fuch 
1 military fy Item as might prefers c their extenfive 
pofiefilons in this part of the world 

In tie report \ hich general Laurence, lord 
Clive, and I, gn\e in o the court of directors, we 
formed this cftabl ihment iimilar to that of Bengal, 
which confided of three regiments of Europeans ot 
two battalions to each regiment, fo that the u I10L 
of Europeans Was 


Three 
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Three Colonels 
_ Three lieutenant-colonels 
Six majors 
Fifty-four captains 
One hundred and twenty lieutenants 
Forty- two enfigns 

Two hundred and twenty-eight ferjeints 
Two hundred and twenty-eight corporals 
One hundred and twenty drummers ^ , 

Two thoufand eight hundred and twenty private 
men. 

To each regiment, wc added fix battalions of Tea- 
poys, making eighteen battalions ; the whole of 
lcapoys being 

Three lieutenant-colonels 
Three Majors 4 . • , - , 

One hundred and eighty European officers 
. Eighteen black commandants 
One hundred and eighty fubahdars 
Five hundred and forty zemindafs , 

One hundred and* eighty colour bearers 
'Thirty-fix trumpeters 
Five hundred and forty tom toms 
i Seven hundred and twenty havildars 
Seven hundred and twenty narks ’ 

Twelve thoufand fix hundred feapoys 

ilThis body of troops with the affiftence of the 
nabob, we thought might be fufiii lent to protect 
our poiTeffions Here ; we certainly did fuppofc that* 
they vme to be maintained at the expence > of the 
company ; and till within thefe few days, I declare 
I did not know that the nabob paid any of the lea - 5 
pojs, which were returned as i he company's, and. 
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which returns Mere the only guide the military 
c 'nmuittc had to go by. 

Suppofing twelve battalions to be entertained on 
the company’s account, and the nabob’s ten to re- 
main as they are, the w hole force under our com- 
mand would be 

Twelve companv’s battalion’s new 
eftabliihment, European officers cx- 
tlufive - - - 12,372 

Ten nabob’s battalions, old efta- 
bUlliment - - 6,630 

19,002 • 

But if the nabob would ccnfent to raife hts bat- 
talions to the lame Ulablilhent as the company 
have ordered for theirs, then the whole number 
would be, European ofiiccis included, 23,144. 

Purfiwnt to the board's requc.1V, general Coote 
delivered in his fentimems with refpect to the efta- 
bhfiiment and difpofmon of the treops on the coalt 
as follow * 

While our forces on this coalt continue divided 
in the manner they now arc, the fcapojs corj s fe- 
parated in different parts of the Carnatic and the 
battalions in general under no regulation, but 
thefe of their captain’s, it will be utterly impoffiBle 
for the troops to pradtife a regular uniform lyftem 
of exercife and diicipUwe, fuch as ought to be pur- 
fued in order to make them lit for sdhye fervice. 
Whenever there finll be occafion to afftmble the 
battalions, (each of them in all probability having 
been ufed to a particular mode of difeiphne; the 
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whole mu ft be new modelled ere they cm ad to- 
gether ; this will not only occalion delays and re- 
quire time, when perhaps difpitch is requifite, and 
the lcaft procraftination may be attended with bad 
confequcnccs to the fervicc. General Coote'and 
brigadier general Smith, arc therefore firmly of opi- 
nion, that one regiment and lix battalions of fea- 
poys, formed on the new eftablifiiment, and equip- 
ped with field equipage, fiiould be drawn together 
and Rationed m a centrical pofition. Thefe troops 
when a fie m bled, may receive all the advantages 
that can be derived from difeipline : the officers 
and men will be thoroughly acquainted with every 
branch of their duty, and compofe a formidable 
and fteaJy body of troops co enter on aduai fer- 
vice at the thorteft notice. 

When fuch a body is colledcd, difeiplined and 
kept conftantly together, the garrifons of courfe, 
will be made lefs confidcrable, as the brigade be- 
fore-mentioned, is fuppofed to be prepared and 
ready to march on all occafions, when ever their 
prefence may be ncceflary ; but as no nrfulution is 
yet taken, what number of feapoys arc to be kept 
on this efiabliffimenr, or whether his excellency 
may be inclined to augment the number of our 
battalions at prefent on his pay, it is impoflible 
for us to give our ultimate fennmenis till thofe 
points are fettled. 

If the nabob’s territories from Cape Comerin, to 
the Palanaudex (to be proteded a trad of country 
not lefs than 700 miles) and we are to confidcr the 
two regiments, of two battalions each, and twelve 
battalions of one thoufand feapoys each, as the 
' whole 
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whole force to be kept on foot fouth of the Kiftnah 
it is by no means fufficujnt, which the /ketch an- 
nexed will more clearly demonftrate. 

To. form the firft brigade, 

Two battalions of European infantry of 500 
men each, fix fix pounders, two howitzers, and 
fix battalions of feapoys. 

To form the lecond brigade, 

Two battalions of European infantry, and fix 
battalions of feapoys. 

The two btigades, once formed, one of them 
fliould be kept in cantonment, at all times prepar- 
ed for fervice, the other to garrifon Fort St. George, 
Yilleur, Tnchinopoly, the Madera, and Tenne- 
vdly countries, and to do that duty alternately. If 
this plan Ihould take place, the third jagguire 
battalion will be reduced, and incorporated with 
the others as far as they go. 

The northern eftablifhment is at prefent com- 
pofed of fix companies of Europeans, and one com- 
pany of artillery, both amounting to about 700 
Europeans, and fix battalions of feapoys, with the 
foreign legions, confiding of two hundred coffees 
to trench a force j very inadequate to the coun- 
try they have to cover, and to keep in check a 
neighbourhood by no means difpofed to confiderus 
as friends, and in whom there is not the lead con- 
fidence to be placed. Conlidering how the force 
in the lircars is diflributed, an aidive body of 
troops, entering that country, might over-run the 
greateft part, if not the whole, before our de- 
tachments could be drawn together, or any difpo- 
fition made to flop an enemy ‘s progrefs ; the troops 
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of the drears ought, therefore, rather to be ert- 
creafcd, if we mean to preferve them. 

One brigade is fo far from being fufficient to 
garrifon the feveral forts in the Carnatic, that at 
lead it will require to garriion Fort St. George, ex- 
clufive of artillery and European infantry, two bat- 
talions of feapoys. 

Veleur and Amboan, one battalion. 

Medara and Palimcotah, two ditto. 
Trichinopoly, two ditto. 

Seven battalions of feapoys. 

The board acquiefced to the propofal of general 
Coote, with regard to the difpoiition of the troops 
recommended by him, and were fully fenfible how 
inadequate the force in the drears was to the ve- 
ry great extent of them. It appeared by the com- 
pany’s difburfements, deduced from the receipts, 
that the fum left for the inveflments and remit- 
tances to China, was very fmall, even in time of 
peace', and of courfc in time of war the probable 
rcfources in India will fall lliort of their expences. 

Therefore the direfters could not form any refo- 
lution as to the number of feapoys to be kept up, 
until the Nabob had acquainted them what part of 
them he would have carried to his account; it was 
therefore agreed to lay before him a datement of 
the eftablilhments propofed, and to requeft he 
would inform the board what number of feapoys 
he was willing fbouid be paid, officered and dif- 
ciplined, by the company on his account. 

The company being fenfible of the neccfiity of 
maintaining twelve battalions for the defence of 
the Carnatic, and fix for the prote*51ion of the fir- 
cars. knowing at the fame time how inadequate 
' their 
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their revenues v ere to the expence of fuch an efta- 
blilhment, were furprized at the Nabob’s declar- 
ing, that he had no need of feapoys , therefore, the 
prefidency of Fort St. George were directed to con- 
tinue the eftabhlhment of feapoys pud by him 5 
and on the fuppofition that the Nabob fhould re- 
fufe to confent, they were ordered to carry the 
whole expence of 10,000 feapoys to his debit, un- 
til they had new mftru<ftions for reforming the laid 
eftabhlhment 

As the defence of the company relied princi- 
pally on the company, the Nabob lhould not have 
objedled to the number and defciphne of Ins troops, 
as his circumftances had not varied fo much as to 
deviate from the maxims eftabhlhed 

Upon this plan, the feapoy eftabhlhment was as 
follows * 

Men. 

For ftahding guards at the prefidency, 

and the jagguire, two battalions, 21 04. 

Carnatic, t«.n ditto, 1 520 

Sircars, fix ditto, 63 1 z 

Total, 18,936 

In the cftlmte, a greater number than two bat- 
talions hij Leen allotted for Handing guards, and 
]aghirc garrifon , but a-» fuch eftimate had been 
formed on a luppoftion, that oiK feven battalions 
\ ere to be under the oidcrs of the p-el d^nca- 01 
the Nabob's account, the proper dilpohtion of three 
more battalions in the Carnatic garrilon, rendered 
the fafety of Jagghuirc hncts greater than wou T d 
haic been the call »;th hiuen idditiom) c 2- 
mes in th* con pane’s territories and a dm 1 ui- 

tum 
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tlon of near three thoufand men in thefe of the 
Na^ob. 

ExtraCt of a letter from Prcfident Vcrclft, at Cal- 
‘cutta, dated 5th April, 1769. 

. “ Yet though we have little reafon for fears 
from abroad, the internal ftate of our provinces 
is matter of real concern, and, unlefs provided 
for by fpeedy and effectual meafures, they muft 
moujder into ruin of thcmfclves, without the in- 
tervention of* any enemy; a little attention to the 
nature of the riches of Bengal, and a compart- 
fon of the various fourcesof wealth or diftrefs in 
the former and prcicnt fyftems of government, will 
evince this beyond difpute : though our provinces 
afford no gold, filver or precious ftoncs, yet the 
vail variety and abundance of the produce of 
the lands, and the excellence of the manufactures 
of the inhabitants, leave them no great occalion 
for imported commodities; and, at the fame 
time invite foreign merchants to purchafe and ex- 
port thefe goods and manufactures from their 
fuperior chcapnefs and quality. I have obfer’v- 
ed, that the natives had occafion for few foreign, 
commodities, either for convenience or luxury, 
and confequcntly a very fmall proportion of their 
‘trade could be carried on by barter, and the 
reft, only by givingYpecie for goods : the extent 
alfo of. this traffic was prodigious, and bcfidcs 
the large inveftments of the different European 
nations, the Bengal raw fftks, cloths, See." at a 
valt amount, were -difperfed to the welt and north 
inland, as far as Guzerate, Cuhore, and even Ifpa- 
3 H ' han ; . 
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ban , m proport on therefore to this dtfFufion of 
commerce, the quantity of Ij ecie in the cov ntry 
receflarily increafed, the farmers and workmen 
Were enabled to anfwer the demands of govern- 
ment with eafe, by the re-dwcfs of their fales , 
and every extenfion of induftry at home, or trade 
abroad, was a new opening to and advance of 
the general opulence, from this view then of 
the It ate of trade heretofore in thefe provinces, 
and by fettmg the fum of the charges of mer- 
chandize and other neccflary d fbmtemuits againft 
the fum of the imports, it will clearly follow, 
that the whole amount of the trade of the pro- 
vinces was a clear gain to them, by an exchange 
of their produce for bullion how far the im- 
ports and exports balance each other, you have 
ample means of convidhon m your own hands, 
by a companfon of your export goods and bul- 
lion with your fadlory difburfemenis and home- 
ward tnveftments, till the revolution in 1757 ; 
and if this fhould prove fo in your extenfivc 
commerce, the circumftanccs will hold much more 
ftrongly in the inland trade of the Mogul and 
Guzcrat merchants, who had the dunes of the 
government to pay, .and whofi. goods were 
tranfported chiefly by an expenfivc land carnage. 

If thefe fadts arc admitted, w c cin no longer 
be at a lofs for the fourcc of the prodigious anci- 
ent riches of Bengal, as there flowed in every year 
an mctcafc of fpecie equal to the amount of the 
export trade of the country , and of the immenfi 
ty of this uc mu ft conceive the mo ft confcquen- 
tial idea, when wc find from the pickoutrah (or 
cuftom ofike^books) at Murfludabad, that io 

late 
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late as Aliverdy Cawn's time, and after fo many 
internal resolutions and foreign ravages, nearly 
the value of 70 lacks in raw ftlk were entered 
there, exclufive of the European inveftments, 
which were not regiftered in them, as being either 
fluty free, 01 paving at Hughlcy. 

Here then we trace the grand and true foun- 
tain of the wealth of rheie foubahs, and the 
fplendor of their nezims ; but befidcs this, there 
were alfo fcveral. collateral ftreams, which ferved 
in their turns to feed and fwell the principal one. 
The ads autagesaccruiug from fobeneficial a com- 
merce, enabled, as we have feen/ the fanner and 
nunufa&urcr to difeharge their fhpulated revenue . 
to theirprince, andthefe revenues again did not 
center nor were funk in his coffers, but returned 
through various channels into the general circula- 
tion; largejaghircs were granted to men of noble 
families or particular favourites ; whole diftri&s... 
were allotted to the other branches of the reigning 
family, at a rate \ aftly below their real value; ' 
large armies of horfe, &c. vveic maintained, ci- 
ther for fhew or fecurity, at an enormous cxpence; 
and even the luxury and pomp c\ er cuftomary a- 
mong the potentates of the eift, contributed in 
10 me degree, by encouraging a fpirit of expence, 
and diflipating large fums among the people in 
general, which, if they had remained fliut up in 
the tceafury, would have been a lofs to the coun- 
try, and of no prefent advantage to the proprie- 
xor. By thefe means, therefore, and. the advan- 
tage of trade already mentioned, an extenfive 
and brifk circulation of fpecie was kept up 
^ycry where ; the farmer was cafy, the artisan 

cn^ 
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encouraged, the merchant enriched, and the 
prince latisfied It would not be eafy, neither 
is it of importance to the preftnt enquiry, to 
afeertain tic prectfe sera m winch all thefe b - 
gan to decline* but fo far is certain, that the 
decline was neither felt by the country, nor 
-perceptible to us, till after the revolution in fa- 
vour of Meer Jafficr. This threw fo conhder- 
able fuim into the hands of the company, as to 
render their importing bullion for their mvdt- 
nients unneceflary, and the large fortunes ob- 
tained m confequencc by individuals, who we-e 
precluded the courfe of remittance through jouc 
cifh, filled the treafunes of foreign nations, in 
exchange for bills on their refpe&tve companies ; 
fo that ever'fince the country came into our 
poflefiion, they have been enabled to rival us in 
trade in our own territories with our own money. 
The former channels then of opulence to the coun- 
try beginning to ftagnate, it was left to be main- 
tained by the old dock of fpecie, which for a, 
fenes of years pad had flowed into it , and 
this, by a variety of unforfeen events, funk, more 
rapidly than m the ordinary courfc of things 
it might otherwtle have done. 

The elevation of Meer falfier was attended with 
ruin to many of the principal families depen- 
dant on the late reigning one, and much confulion 
and interruption to the trade of the country 
merchant, by advancing our inUre ft therein in 
preference to theirs. Wh*n a ftcond revolution 
took place in favour of Cofiim Ally Cawn, he 
foon found the fatal tendency of this fuperior 
influence , his endeavours to put the other mer- 
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chants on fomething.pf an equal footing vitji 
us, produced continual difputes between his officers 
and our agents, and the precanou'nefe of his foli- 
ation, with an ambition of rendering himfelf 
Speedily independent, by a rapid increafe of mili- 
tary ftrength and finances, made him facrificc the 
moft opulent inhabitants to his avarice, and dram 
the country by feverity of exaftion, to fecure 
a fund for his future defigns or exigencies. From 
the beft authorities l have been able to obtain 
here, and from the faired calculates, it feems 
probable, that Coffim Ally was the caufe of a lofi. 
of near five crore of rupees, in jewels and fpecie, 
to the country, which he -cither expended, m 
drawing Sujah Dowla to Jus, affifrance, or which 
was feized by his new ally, or cirriedoff andfe- 
creted by him for his future provifion. 

If we confuler that the treafurcs of the nizamut 
were fo low at this acceffion, that Meer Jaffier had 
been neceflitatcd to cede large diftrifts to us in lieu 
of fums due, whilft his own troops were alinoft 
mutinous for want^of their pay and arrears ; and 
if to this we add, that Coffim remained in quiet 
pofieffion of his ne.v dignity no longer than three 
years ; we muft at once fee that this immenfe fum 
was levied immediately from the provinces in the 
fhorfinterval, over aud above his heavy current 
cxpencc ; and be fenfible how large a proportion 
this vaft drawback muft have borne to the count 
try's capital of fpecie 

The revolution of Meer Jaffier, and the grant of 
the deivannee to the company by his majefty, ren- 
dered the frefli imports of bullion, cither by us 
pr foreign companies, less necefary to the mainte- 
nance 
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nance and profecution of trade, from the fame ori- 
ginal caufe which had exifted in 1757; and the 
increafing reftri&ions and di fid vantages with 
which the free trade of the native Guzzeratta, or 
Mogul, was daily fettered and loaded, fueexeding 
that confufion which daily revolutions had occa- 
fioned, either produced certain bankruptcies, or 
deterred the more circumfpeft from embarking at 
all in commerce to a certain lofs. Here then the 
channel of trade, which had before poured the 
principal riches to Bengal, began to turn to a 
drain upon it ; the whole centered in the Euro- 
peans, whofc commerce at all times was leaft to 
the advantage of the country, bccaufe their im- 
ports werelargcftin proportion, and their duties 
lefs ; and who now added to thefe a ucw lofs, that 
of making larger exports than ever, at the coun- 
try^ folc expence. Of the deftrudtive extent of 
this lofs, the following rough comparifon of the 
imports of bullion by the European nations, and 
their exports of commodities and bullion, for 
three years part, will awaken the moft alarming 
idea; 

Bullion imported by the Dutch at 
the higheft eftimate, during that 
term, at 10 lacks per annum - 30,00,000 

Ditto ditto by the French - 00,00,000 

Ditto ditto by the Enghfh - 00,00,000 

Ditto ditto by the Guzeratties, 

*„ Moguls, &c. - 00,00,000 

Ditto ditto in gold from BufTorat 
on private account, at 6 lacks 
per annum - 18,00,000. 

Brought aver 48,00,00c} 
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Carried forward 48.00.000 

Ditto ditto by the Dandh company 


at lacks per annum 

7,50^000 

Total 

55 > 5°> O °0 

Exports for Three Years. 
JEngHfli company in 1766 and 
' 1767, at the lowed calculate - 

107,00,00 0 

Ditto ditto in 1768 

70,00,000 

Ditto private property, at the rate 

> 

of 1ft. 5,000 per thip, and five 
(hips per annum for three years, 
at a medium - 

6,00,000 

Dutch company 1766 and 1767, 
three ihips, public and private 
amount, at the lowed, 10 lacks 


per (hip - r 

’ 60,00,000 

Ditto 1768, four (hips 

40,00,000, 

French 1766 and 1767, five (hips, 
at 10 lacks per 

■ 50,00,000 

French 1768 — four (hips, at ditto 

40,00,000 

Danes 1766 and 1767, one (hip 
at 8 each year ... 

16,00,000 

Ditto 1768 — two (hips, at ditto - 

16,00,000 

Spiecie exported out of the pro- 
vinces for the payment of the 
king’s tribute and a brigade at 


Allahabad, per annum for three 
years 50,00,000 

150,00,000 

Carried forward 

50100,000 
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Broughp forward 

Pm ate exports to China, two lacks 
per annum 


501.00. 000 

6.0. 00.000 


Total 5,61,00,000 
From which fubtn .3 the imported 
bullion, agtccablc to thw clhmatc 
juft made - - 5^,50,000 

And there remains a balance a- 
gainlt the country, of 4,88,50,000 


I do not here include the export trade in gene- 
ral of the private Luropean merchants, notuith- 
ftanding it is very confidcrable, bccaufe, though 
they bring in little bullion, yet as they import 
commodities equal to what they carry, the country 
is neither much hurt nor much benefited by this 
traffic , till the merchant comes to realize his gams, 
in order for his return to his nati\e country; 
and then the amount of them becomes an additi- 
on to the balance againft the country, by being 
paid into fome European Company’s cath ler bills, 
and by this means rendering it unncceflary for 
them to import bullion to a rifque for the provifi- 
ons of their inteftmenr. 

Neither do I include m this account the large 
fums fent by us to China, Madrafs, and the othci 
prefidcncics, becaufc thefe reduced the comjn- 
nj ’s treafury, rather than the country, and be- 
caufe they were equally loft to the country, if they 
remained in the treaffiry, and did not enter into 
our diflourfements or mveftment, as if they were 
exported. The king’s tribute, on the contrary, and 
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the expence at Allahabad is really fo much lofs to 
the circulation, becaufe, as they form a large propor- 
tion of our neceffary diiburferacnts, fo v betng now 
made out of the provinces, they mull be a limilar 
deduction from their general fpecie. It will hardly be 
affected, that any country, however opulent, could 
long maintain itfelf, much lefs flourifh, when it 
received no material fupplies 5 and when a balance 
of above one third of its whole yearly value was 
yearly incurred. But befides this, there are other 
concomitarit circum fiances which have contributed 
to diminifh the riches of the country, and mull, if 
not remedied, foon exhauft them. 1 have obferved, 
that one great advantage the country formerly 
reaped, was the ditfufion of its revenues by large 
grants to different families, and by the expenfive 
luxury of its governors j but now the whole amount 
of the lands is fwallowed up in one gulph, your 
treafury. Nor does any part of It return into the 
circulation, except the fum i(fued for our invefl- 
ment and neceffary expences ; fo that there enfues 
an annual lofs to the currency equal to the differ- 
ence between the aggregate of the inveftment and 
diiburfements, and the total of the revenues. This, 
if continued, mufl in time draw' in all the fpecie ; 
and the„qnly remedy for this evil is, cither to in- 
creafoiyour invefiments, till, with y our dilburfe- 
meats, it equals jour revenues, or to import a 
quantity of fpecie equal to the difference. The 
firft of thefe, if practicable, w ould leave you with- 
out a fund for emergency, by advancing the reve- 
nues to the aurungs as faft as they were collected ; 
the fecond, I am afraid, is rather to be wifhed by 
us.‘ than to be attempted by you. * ' 

Vol. IV. 3 I I have 
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I have thus, gentlemen, endeavoured to lay o-* 
pen to you the true fburces of the ancient opulenco. 
of Bengal, and its prefent diftrefs. Perhaps you 
have neVer been led to confider them in this light j 
but I am perfuaded an impartial examination will 
evince the juftice of my arguments j fliould they 
Hand the teft, they cannot fail of being particu- 
larly ufeful at this jun&ure, as they will enable 
you to apply ^ fuitabie fupport where the weak- 
nefsis pointed out, and to anfwcr the objections and 
clamours of your enemies, from hence alfo you 
will fee how much the advantage of jour late ac- 
quifitions have been exaggerated beyond all bounds, 
and ho\v far from impoffible it was for the honoura- 
bla Eafl India company to be diftrefled, though 
newly become mailers of the revenues of a country 
which flood rated at above three millions perann. 
A fuperficial or weak obfervtr may tflimatea coun- 
try, like an eftate, from its rent roll j but the man 
of experience and reflection, will eafily fee that its 
annual income mull depend on the proportion of 
its produce which can be realized in fpecie ; that 
the intrinfic value of it mud fluctuate, as the quan- 
tity of fpecie, which is the meafure of it, multi- 
plies or decreafes in the kingdom where it is pla- 
ced. 

In-this point of view, and after what has been 
already faid, I need add no arguments to demon- 
ilratc the reality of our prefent difficulties, and the 
certain profpeit of our future diftrefs. I have al- 
ready hinted my apprehenfions of your inability to 
increafe your inveftmenrs of bullion, which are 
even now looked upon with a jealous eye by the 
nation, but it is 11111 in your power to oblige others 
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jo import it, or leave you the matters of the Bengal 
trade. Large fums belonging to your former ier- 
vants are ftill lying unremuted, and thefc mutt 
yearly increafe, by the fruits of the fuccefsful in- 
duftry of your prefent ones. If you open your 
cafh upon equitable terms, for remittances for all 
fums tendered, both national and' private confide- 
rations, will draw all thofe into your channel, and 
cut off the grand relource and advantage of foreign 
nations — the rivalling you m your trade with your 
own money. I fay equitable terms, becaufe it can 
never be expe&ed that any one will remit the pro- 
duce of fo many years labours asfogreac a dilcount 
as x-91 h part of his principal below the par of ex- 
change at 2s. 3d. per current rupee j and on the 
contrary, had you even raifed the rate to 2s. 4d. 
per current rupee, inftead of finking it to us. I dare 
aver, the company as well as the nation, would have 
been confiderable gainers by the advance. \Vq 
fhould then have been able to have fent you home 
by the next feafon an inveftment far fuperior to 
that of the prefent year ; whereas policy, or ra- 
ther necellity, mutt now oblige us to curtail it to 
forty or forty-five lacks. I need draw no compa- 
nion been the lofs of one-ninth on the remittance, 
ond the gain to you of 175, per cent, on fuch an in- 
creafe of import ; neither need 1 fuggeft the diffe- 
rence it occafions to the nation, company, and 
country, to throw fo large a fum into the hands of . 
natural enemies, or lukewarm allies, by a mif^ 
taken and injurious ccconomy. Do not however, 
geptlemen, conceive that your fervants here are 
fo anxious for remittances through your cafh from 
3ny private or interetted views. The remittances 
* f of 
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of foreign nations muft always be more advanta- 
geous to them, becaufe they will alwajs keep their 
terms a little higher than yours, as an inducement, 
and this muft continue tul jours are on fuch a foot- 
ing as to render a further advance of their rates 
equal or fuperior to the infurance and intereft on 
exports of bullion. '1 hen we may hope for fome 
fupplies from them to this declining country, and 
till then our ftraights and poverty muft inureafe. 

We have lent you an mveftment this year, the 
produce of which will, we hope, anfwer every ex- 
igency , but \vc propole to lower the mveftment 
for the next feafon to forty or forty-hve lacks, in- 
cluding the feven lacks and upwards now in jour 
ware-houfes, and to appiopriate the furplus for the 
eftabhfhment of a fund for our own exigencies, 
and thofe of the other prelijencies. The necctfity 
of this, I need not enlarge upon/ the arguments m 
a letter to us from the gentlemen of Madrafs, dat- 
ed March ift, 1769, and the fentiments of the 
committee in the laft paragraph in their anfwer 
thereto, will, I apprehend, be fufficienr. The 
fum ought to amount to a crore of rupees for this 
prelidency, and fifty lacks for the fupply of the 
treafury of Fort St. George , and I would recom- 
mend, that after the abo\e fund is fecured, the 
furplus of the revenues, or a confiderable part 
thereof, fliould be emplojed on pm ate fecunty of 
the natives, in loans for the cultivation of wafte 
lands; by which method jour pofleftions would m 
time become of reali value to jou, the country 
would be rendered more populous, the trade in- 
creafed, by an addition to the manufa Tories, and 
the means of realizing your property be more ccr- 
* . ‘ tarn, 
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tain, and left detrimental to the ccunfy or the na- 
tive trader. 

Extra# of the general Letter from Bengal, dated f 
25th September, 1769. , 

“ From experience it is inconteftibly evident, that 
whatever may be the diiburfements of the compa- 
ny, the foreign nations or private traders, yet fo 
long as filver is exported from Bengal, and we re- 
ceive no adequate fupplies by importation, we 
inuft expe# that the want of currency will become 
dill more and more univcrfal. This is not a mat- 
ter of opinion only, but a judgment founded 
hpon fa£U, the truth of which is feif-evident ; and 
from thence it mull clearly appear, that tl c argu- 
ments we have repeatedly urged on this iubje# 
\vere founded on jull principles j as for theic three 
or four years pad, the foreign nations have ceafed 
to import any coni derablc fums in bullion. They 
have purchafed their, mveftment with the money 
fupplied* by our countrymen for bills on their re- 
fpe#ive companies, joined to the produce of their 
imports from Europe. And here we cannot help 
obierving, that your abfolute prohibition againft 
receiving money into our treafury for bills of ex-> 
change on England, has been one of the principal 
taufes of the prefent fcarcity of filver. But as upon 
a fubje# of this importance, not only to the 
prefent ftate, but to the future welfare of your 
pofleflions, no opinion fhould be advanced, which 
cannot be fully fupported, we muft beg leave to 
remark, that although the fums of money exported 
from hence oa your account have been exceeding 

« ' great 
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great, yet had your treafury been open at the ufual 
rate of exchange, no Britilh fubject would have 
embarked his property upon the precarious chance 
of a foreign remittance. Kecellity onlj obliged 
them to leek for fuch channels to realize their for- 
tunes. And had the foreign nations been deprived 
of the immenfe fums of private property, which 
they had received in India during the laft four 
years, they mud either have imported bullion in- 
to Bengal, to purchafe their ins eftments, or the 
whole trade of their provinces muft have fallen 
into your hands. In either cafe, your point would 
T have been anfwered , for if the bullion had been 
imported by the foreign companies, the progrefs 
of that bullion from the mints to jour treafury 
would have been fpeedy and certain, ftnee all bul- 
lion imported for the article of commerce muft ul- 
timately center with you, as the proprietors of the 
revenue. And if no bullion had been imported 
by the foreign companies, and jour treafury had 
, been open to rccciv every tender for remittance, 
all fums fo received might have been employed 
in the increafe of your mveftment here, which 
would have enabled jou to pay the amounts of our 
drafts on your troafury in England, and by this 
great extenfion of commerce a very confiderable 
increafe would have been made to the revenue of 
the crown. 

Nor are thefe the only evils which have refult- 
ed from our ftr'ud obedience to your pofitive orders 
on this fubje<fl , fqr belides the degree of rivalflup 
in the trade of India, which the French from thefe 
refources only have been able to maintain in Eu- 
rope, we have the mortification to find, that large 
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films have been already dilburfed on the fortifica- 
tions of Pondicherry, and that they are ffill carry- 
ing on very capital works at an immenfe expence. 
That the French have (ecretly exported filver 
from hetace to the Coaft, we' have not a doybt 3 
but had your treafury been o^en, the French juft 
then beginning to re-fettle a ruined colony, and 
that too under the difadvantages of a ruined credit, 
would have found the utmoft difficulty to have 
railed funds fufficient for their inveftments, and 
other ordinary expences, without ever attempting 
to conftru<ft luch fortifications as may, in fome fu- 
ture time, prove of the molt material prejudice to 
your affairs. 

Although your orders are fo pofitive for us to 
furnifh. your China council with twenty-four lacks 
of rupees for the fervlce of the year 1770, yet the 
ftatc of your treafury w ill, at one view, convince 
your of our utter inability to give them any alfift- 
ance whatfoever. We obferve, that you have 
been pleafed to export two hundred thoufand 
pounds in fpecie to China, and have given per- 
miffion to your China council to draw on you for 
^ a like fum for the purpofes of the inv^ftment. The 
’ abfolute nscefiity of providing funds for the pur- 
chafe of your China ^cargoes, we prefume, could 
be your only inducement either for your exporta- 
tion of fpecie, or your permifiion to draw bills of 
exchange. 

But here we cannot help remarking, that thele 
very mpafures point out, in the flrongeft manner, 
the unhappy rfadts of your reftndhvc orders to 
us ; for it has been made apparent, that if we had 
been impowered to draw on you, we fhould -either 

ha/e 
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have been enable l very confidtrably ro increife 
your mvefiinent from hence, or the foreign com- 
panics would have been obliged to export bulhoii 
for the purchafe of theirs and in this latter cafe* 
the fupply of bullion brought into Bengal, would 
have rd eved our apprthenfions from the icarciry 
of currency, and m gilt hate impowered us to find 
a further exportation of bullion to China , ofcourfi, 
you would not have been under the neccflity either 
of fending lpecie to China, or granting permifiion 
for bills of exchange to be drawn on you from 
thence. 

Wc are not without well grounded apprehenfi- 
ons that even the permifiion which you have grant- 
ed to your China council, to dra v bills of exchange 
on you, will alfo contribute to mercafe the fcarcity 
of filver in thefc provinces A mode of remittance 
to hurope, through your channel, is much pre- 
ferred before thofe of any foreign companies , and 
individuals will always endeav our to conv ey their 
filver tu that place, which preu-nts the faireft prof- 
peft of realizing their fortui -s 

1 hat remittances might ha\ e been made from 
bcnce upon tern s irore advantageous to your m- 
tereft, and lefs liable to ^iftreis your affairs at 
home, than from any other of your prdidcncies or 
factories abroad, will be fully apparent when we 
a fibre you, that tenders of very conf del able fumS 
would 1 ave been made to us for to be paid in three 
equal payments, at one, two, and three years 
date, at two Hulling? and three pence the current 
rupee, with an mtereft of four per Cent until the 
litre of payment , but although we were confcvoas 
that the meafureo, tal cn in all its feveral points of 

view. 
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view, would have been very much, to your advan- 
tage, yet your prohibition was fo absolute, that 
we declined all overtures for remittances. 
t And here it is moft fitting (but with the utmoft 
deference to your fuperior judgment) that we lay 
before jou our opinion on your prohibition of biLls 
of exchange, drawn from this place on your trea- 
sury at home j for wh’tlft you fix the rate of 
exchange fo much below the par of foreign na- 
tions, even the fmall ( fum for which you admit 
drafts to be made, is not filled up, lb that, in fail, 
it amounts to a real prohibition. But, gentlemen, 
we would fubmit it to your moft mature confidera- 
tion, in the fituation which you now are, the Su- 
preme rulers of a rich and fertile kingdom, and 
the prosperity of that kingdom depending fo much 
on the meafures you arc pleaSed to adopt, whether 
a trifling advantage to be obtained by remittance, 
is, or ought to be an objeft in competition with 
the profperity of your territorial polSeflions, from 
whence you reap Such golden harvefts. We con- 
sider the ftate of your affairs in thefe parts in a light 
widely different from the times when a more com- 
mercial intereft was your only object ; an extenfive 
and beneficial trade was then carried on by means 
of large exports of bullion from our mother coun- 
try { but Since you have acquired Such valuable 
territorial pofleflions, your trade from hence may 
be ctmfidercd more as the channel for conveying 
your revenues to Briton, than as onlj a meiqantile 
1\ ftem j and as fo great a change has been effeflcd 
in jour conftitution, that you may preferve the 
great advantages you now enjoy, and perpetuate 
them to vour lateft pofterity, \ve humblv appre- 
. Vol. IV. 3K v head 
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hend that the flate of your provinces under our 
pdminiftration requires every aid you can poifibly 
give to encourage the merchant and manufacturer. 
Now it is clear, beyond, all contradiction, that to 
enable you annually to colleCl your revenues in 
fpecie, there mull be annual importations of fpecie 
into Bengal, as well to fupply the currency for that 
fpecie which is exported, as for what is melted 
down for ufe, and what is fecretly hoarded up by 
individuals, according to the invariable cuftom of 
the country. You yourfelves cannot entertain any 
thoughts of exporting filver intoBengaL \\ here then 
mull we look for our fupplies ? 1 If we expeO the 
few lacks from the gulphs, it mull be from the fo- 
reign companies only : but can w e flatter ourfelves 
with the hopes, that foreign companies will import 
bullion into Bengal, whilft they can raife fupplies 
In India from our countrymen, equal to their an- 
nuli demands ? Should you open your treafury 
doors, you remove the caufc of thele foreign re- 
mittances, and the efte&s will ceafe of courfe. We 
obferve, you exprefs your hopes, that from the 
large amount, for which the foreign companies 
have already drawn in Europe, this mode of re- 
mittance will foon be at an endj but here we 
would wifli to remind you, that to the very large 
fums which were ready for remittance in 1765, 
mu ft be added the amount of what has been ac- 
quired fince that period ; and whilft your influence 
is fo exenfivc, your fettlement fo flourifhing, your 
dependants, who have the advantage of your pro- 
teefion, fo numerous in this country, the private 
acquifitions of induftry amongft fo many individuals 
jnuft amount annually to a very confiaerable fum, 

which 
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Which muft fooner or later be remitted through fo- 
reign channels, unlefs your treafury be open to re- 
ceive it. 

require from xsia&s, to piuvo nine gerrcnA 
fcarcity ot currency. Right forry are vve, that 
our iituation enables us to produce fuch incontro- 
vertible evidence. Inftead of the ieventy or eighty 
lacks, which you fuppofe to be annually ( Invefted 
by the private trader, we give you the moft posi- 
tive afliirances, that there lias not been even twenty 
lacks advanced for inveftment in this year, mere- 
ly for want of filvor; and further, we muft add, 
the preffing reprefentations w hich are made from 
almoft every aurung, that the manufa&urer is un- 
employed, and that, unlefs advances aie made, 
neceihty will oblige him to quit the loom to feek 
out another mode of obtaining a fubfiftance ; and 
fuch is the great ftagnation of trade, and the ge- 
neral decay of credit, that the moft opulent amongft 
the native merchants or inhabitants of this prcfi- 
dency, from the great fcarcity of filver, find fo 
touch difficulty in recovering money they had for- 
merly lent, that they prefer locking up their for- 
tunes in their treafury chefts, to lending it at inte- 
reft, even to the moft refpe£table character amongft 
your fervants. 

And whilft we are treating on this fubjeft, we 
ought not to pafs over in filence the very reduced 
ftate of your treafury for fifteen months paft. At’ 
no time, have v, e had twenty lacks of rupees in ad^ 
vance for the fpace of a month. On the contrary, 
demands have been continually made upon us,, be- 
fore we were in a condition to anfwer them, as fully 
appears by’ a reference to the treafury accounts 

down 
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down to this very day j nay, fo much have \\c keen 
diftrefied for money, that more than once we have 
been confiderably in arrears to the army, and 
have been under the neceifity of borrowing money 
on bond for defraying our current expences. You 
yourlelvesare of opinion, that it is prudent always 
to preferve a certain fum in our treafury againft 
contingencies. We concur fully in that opinion, 
and we think that it would be impolitic to attempt 
to realize in England the balance of the revenues, 
before \ve have formed in Bengal a fufficient fund 
to anfwer every fudden or unexpected exigency 
of the flats * for no power in Indoftan depends up- 
on collections in time of war to defray military 
expences; and of all the powers in the ealt, we 
ought to be the laft to adopt luch a fyftem, be- 
caufe, as our chief ftrength confifts in infantry, and 
thofe of our enemy’s in cavalry, our provinces are 
thereby more expofed to incuilions and depreda- 
tions, which will always affeCt your collections. In 
Ihort, without a fufficient fund of money being 
eftablilhed, ) our military force is deficient of its 
chief fuppoit ; lince in lome future time we may 
be fuperior in the field, and yet from this caulc 
we may be reduced to very difagreeable extremi- 
ties ; and we think, the late diftrefsful fituation of 
your affairs on the coaft of Coromandel, is a very 
finking illuflration of this opinion. 

As your fervants, we have paid an implicit obe- 
dience to your pofitive injunctions on the fubjeCl of 
remittances 5 but when thofe ap prehen lions, which 
we formerly exprefied of a declining currency, can 
no longer be treated as fpeculative, fince we now 
feel in a great degree thofe evils we long fince ap- 
prehended 
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prehended; when we refte&, that fo long as this 
fyftem continues, every year, in Head of a relief 
by importation, adds to the general calamity j 
when we refiedl that our natural enemies the French 
are grafping at every remittance, and thereby pro- 
fiting from our impolitic meafures; and when we 
know that bills of exchange to the enormous amount 
of between five and' fix hundred thouiand pounds 
sterling, are to be granted by foreign companies 
to our countrymen in the courfe of this year, we 
cannot but exprefs our apprehenfion of the ccnfe- 
quence of your prohibition ; and we make no doubt 
but thefc our reprefentations will be taken into 
your mo ft ferious confideration. 

General Smith hath reprefented to us, in a letter 
entered in our, confulation of the twenty-fifth inft. 
that not having yet remitted any part of his for- 
tune through the cafli of a foreign nation, he de- 
fired tt) make a tender of three lacks of rupees to 
be remitted through your ca(h,' at the 1 rate of two 
filillings -and three-pence the current rupee'; and 
to be paid in England at three fluted periods, al- 
lowing a year between each period, and four per 
cent intereft. 

Your orders, regarding remittances, are fo pe- 
remptory, that we were indifpenfabiy obliged to 
decline the offer. The general, out of a point of 
delicacy, declined giving any opinion upon a pro - 1 
pofal that he himfeif had made ; but at the fame 
time confidering it his duty, as a member of the ad- 
miniftration, to give his opinion on the fubjedt of 
remittance in general, hath entered a minute in 
the confutation of that day. 


‘ Extract 
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Extract of, a general letter from Bengal, 251 fi 
January, 1770. 

c * It appeared evident to us from your fenti- 
ments in your letter of the 17th of March laft, that 
you are defirous of receiving as large an invcftmenc 
from hence, as we can poflibly provide, and that 
by any means that will notdiftrefs you at home. 
Our profpedts of the prefent year’s inveftment, fair 
as they were, would not admit us to hope we fiiould 
have it in our power to fulfil your wifiics in this 
point. We therefore conceive it would be a mea- 
l'uro you would approve, were we to purchafe from 
private merchants fuch goods as will anfwcr for the 
Europe markets by intereft notes. Added to this 
confederation, we had a further mQtivc, which was, 
that as we had then planned thefeheme of opening 
■ your treafury, and granting bills upon England, 
thefe purchafes would affirt you to anfwcr the dralts 
we might make. We therefore came to the-refo- 
lution of purchafing goods by tbefe means, and 
have bought up a quantity, to the amount of cur- 
rent rupees 5,30,597. 2. 3. 

As the tfate ot your treafurc has for fame time 
pill been very low, we luve paid the amount of 
thecommifiion on rhe revenues in bonds, that we 
might not dilhefs >ou by paying it in money. 

Hence, gentlemen, you will observe, that, nor- 
wichlbmdmg all our endeavours, our receipts even 
In time of tranquility will hardly keep peace with 
our dilburfements. And as appearances daily con- 
firm us more and more of the ncccflity of a fund 
for emergencies, \vc flatter ourfclvcs that you will 
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join with us in opinion, that not only policy r<s 
quires, but pruJcnce will warrant, the application 
of this confide rable fum to our own nectffities, ra* 
ther than thofc of the French.” 

Hxtraifl of a genera! letter from Fore William, da-» 
ted 28th June, 1770. 

t( Few alterations have happened during this 
Ihott interval. The famine has continued to 
rage with all its fatal confcquences j and not- 
withftaadtng all our efforts to adminifter relief, 
by public contributions to the poor, remif- 
fion of the collections, and importation from the 
neighbouring provinces, i we have beheld the cala- 
mity daily increasing. Your revenues muff fuffer 
from it both now and in future, but po endeavours 
Hull be omitted on our parts to render this evil as 
lightand as temporary as pofliblc.” 

Extraft of a general letter to Fort Sr. George, 

• dated 1 nh November, 1768. 

“ The like rcafons Hill fubfifting as we gave 
you in our advices, dated the nth March iaft, for 
limiting the drafts to be made on us from Fort St. 
George, you are therefore hereby ordered, not to 
exceed the faid fum of 30,000!. in thofe you make 
on us, by the fhips you may difpatch home in the 
feafon of 1769, and they muff be at the like rate 
pf 7s. 4d. for each current pagoda. 

But u e do not meaa by the above limitation to 
include the fum of 5000I. which mc allow the 

com- * 
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commanders and officers of each of our (hips of this 
feafbn, to pay into our cafti on the terms aforefaid, 
at fuch fettlements whereto they are configned, 
that is to fay, thofe who are configned to Coaft and 
Bay may pay in, at either or both of thefe prefi- 
dencies, a fum not exceeding 5000I. for each Blip* 
and thofe ordered to Bombay are to be confined to 
the fame fum at that prefidency, unlefs our fer- 
vice may require their difpatch from any other, 
and then any part of their unpaid quota may be 
received there ; and as the commanders and offi- 
cers of none of our Blips are to be allowed more 
than 5000I. on this account in the whole voyage, 
the feveral prefidencies muft take the necftfiary care 
in that refpeft, by duly advifing each other of the 
fums received from thofe commanders and officers. 

And in regard to thofe who call at Mndrafc, in 
their way to China, they are to be rcftrained to 
the latter place for paying in theirs. As to the 
proportions which the officers arc to bear with their 
commanders in the faid fum, they are to be fettled 
according to the rates mentioned in the printed in- 
dulgence, with refpedl to their adventures out- 
ward; fuch commanders and officers, therefore, 
as may apply to you on this occafion, muft have 
certificates granted them in the ufual manner, and 
upon oath, as ordered in our letter of the 2,1ft No- 
vember, 17 65 . 

As lord Clive is defirous of his atternies paying 
in at your prefidency fuch fum as they may want 
for bills on us in part of his jaghire, you muft, 
therefore, on their application, receive the fame 
accordingly, exclufivc of the above 30,000b as 
hhcA'ifc luch money as nny be paid in account of 
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iord Pigot, as mentioned in the forty-third para-* 
graph* 

Extra# of general Letter to Fort St. George, 30th 
• * - June, 1769. 

** We have ferioufly reconfidered our former 
dirc#ions upon the fubje# of bills of exchange, 
and haVe given due attention to what you have let 
forth in your feveral letters, to fhew the rnconve- 
nicncics refulting from the prefent redactions : that 
the French and Dutch will be fupphe'd with Eng- 
Hth money, by thole who’ want to remit to Europe, 
is a natural confcquence j and they will, in Bengal, 
infid upon being paid in filver, feeing filver is the 
only legal tender that is, or can be in that country; 
and further, that they will export from thence as 
much as they think fit, notwithdanding any orders 
to the contrary, is to be expected. 

• Such being the evident inconveniencics of our 
refufal to receive mdney into our cafh for bills to 
be drawn upon England, it will be faid the reme- 
dy is in our own hands. If we open our treafury, 
the French and Dutch will no longer be fupphed‘; 
they will be under the neccflity of importing bul- 
lion for their expences and inveflments; and we 
ihall have it in our power to export to China as 
much as we think, the circumflancesof the country 
will bear. 

\Ve fines rely wifh that things coul l be brought 
to thtS' face ; hue the fing’e and unfurmountaWe 
objection is, that if bills are drawn to an unlimited 
amount, we may be put tq the utmoft didrefs and 
difficulty to make good the payments in England ; 

• Vol. IV. 3 L 'for 
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for ibis r eiOn wc Ii ve been under i nccc(Tt) fo to 
model ill our order» upon this lubjeel, as to coniine 
the drifts to feme decree of proportion with our 
in> eftments 

And this rule we rruft ret now lofc fight of, al- 
though our intention is to extend the power of tak- 
ing up nione\ as far as it c n polhbi) be carried 
"With in} degree of prudence 

According!), having coni, dered the matter ful- 
ly ami maturely , and luu mg granted a further ex- 
tentioa of remittances to our (ervants at Bengal, on 
account of their increafe of lnvcftmcnt this year, 
we ire willing to encourage )ou to do the fame , 
and therefore we do hercb) revohv. our former or- 
ders upon the lubjcel of remittances, and in lieu 
thereof, ue permit -ndempouer vou to draw upon 
is this feafon for 50,0001 and be) end that fum, 
lor the whole amount of the fupphes in fpccie, 
which you may be able to fend to China, to any 
extent, depending on jour zt3l and afiiduity m 
extending y our mveftments, in fuch a manner as 
may enable us to perform our engagements, and 
to continue to jou the fame indulgence in future 
feafbns 

Befidesthe above fum of 50,000! vou may grnt 
certificates to the captains and oinccra of each 
homeward bound ilup, as far as 5000I each (hip, 
under the. exprefs condittors mentioned in the 3 jth 
paragraph of our gcrenl letter of the 1 1 th Nov cm 
berhft, but you are, notw ithftanding our order 
of the faid \ ith November lad, paragraph 3 6 , not 
to include lord Clive’s jighi re in the faid 50,000! 
it bung our intention that any payment on that ac- 
count fliould be made in Bengal only. 
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** The fum of ^o.oool. firft to be drawn as above- 
mentioned, is to be divided and applied among the 
company's fervants, civil and military, in fucb man- 
ner as may appear reafonable to you upon an im- 
partial confideration of their feveral fixations' and 
cixcumftances ; and we fiiali depend upon your 
making this difpofidon in fuch an equitable man- 
ner, as may leave nojuft caufe of complaint. * 

The China remittances are to be open to free- 
merchants, or any other perfons refiding under our 
prote&ion, gs well as to the company's fervants, 
and hkewife to whatever fums fhall be offered up- 
on account of the eftates of deceafed perfons. 

The bills for the fum of 50,000b firft above- 
mentioned, are to be drawn at the rate of 8s. per 
current pagoda, and at 365 days fight ; and the 
bills for fuch further fums as (hall be lent to China, 
are to be drawn at the rate of 8s. 5^d per current 
pagoda, payable three years after fight ; this lati- 
tude being neceffary far enabling the company to 
bring the amount of the Tales of their cargoes into 
circulation at the time the bills will become due.' 

, You will obferve that we have increafed rhe rate 
of exchange, in proportion to the time allowed for 
payment ; and this we mean to be in lieu of the 
intereft formerly paid for the exceeding time after 
the ninety days ; accordingly you are to give the 
bill-holders to underftand that they will not be in- 
titled to any intereft upon bills that will be drawn 
in confequencc of thefe orders.'* 


Extract 
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Extra# of a general letter to Bombay, dated nth 
November 1768. 

• The like reafons Bill fubfifting as we gave you 
in our advices dated 18th March la ft, for limiting 
the drafts to be made on us from Bombay, you aie 
therefore hereby ordered not to exceed the faid 
fum of 20,000!. in thofc you make on us by the 
fhips to be difpatchcd home in th$ feafon of 1769, 
and they muft be at the rate of 2s. 2d. for each 
Bombay rupee. 

Bat we do not mean by the above limitation t<\ • 
to include the fum of 5,000!. which we allow the 
commander and officers of each of our fhips of this 
feafon, to pay into our cafh on the terms aforcfaid, 
at fuch feutemencs whereto they arc conGgncd •, that 
is to fay, ihofe configned to your prefidency are 
to be confined to pay in at the feveral fettlcmcnts 
on your coaft.a fum not exceeding 5000!, for each 
Blip, and thofe configned to the coaft and bay are 
to pay the like fum at either or both theffe pjefiden- 
cies, unlefs our ftrvice may require their difpatch 
from any other; and then any part of their unpa.d 
quota may be received there. And as the com- 
manders and officers of none of our lhips are to be 
allowed more than 5000I. on tfiis account in the 
whole voyage, the feveral prelidencies muft take 
the necefiary care in that refpedt, by duly advifing 
each other of the fums received fiom thofe com- 
manders and officers. And in regard to thofc whq 
call at Madrafs in their way to China, they are to 
be ttftcauied to the latter $lace for ijiaying in theirs.* 
As to the proportions which the officers are to bear 
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with their commanders in the faid fum, they are 
to be fettled according to the rates mentioned in 
the printed indulgence with re/pedt to their adven- 
tures outward; fuch commanders and officers 
therefore as may apply to .you on this occafion, 
mud have certificates granted them in the ufual 
manner, upon their making oath as ordered in our 
letter of the 2,1ft November 1766. 

If the attornies of lord Clive fhould apply to you 
to pay in any part of his lordfliip’s jaghire for bills 
of exchange on us, you are hereby directed to re- 
ceive the fame, which is to be exdufivc of the be- 
fore-mentioned 2o,copl. which you are permitted 
to draw upon us by the ihips to be difpatched 
from your fide of India.” 

Extract of a general letter to Bombay, dated 30th 
June 1769. 

“ We have ferioufly re-confidered our former 
directions, upon the fubjcCt of bills of exchange,' 
and have given due attention to inconveniencies 
refulting from the prefenc reftridtions : that the 
French and Dutch will ,be fupplied with Engllfii 
money, by thofe who want to remit to Europe, is 
a natural co nfequence ; and that they will in Ben- 
gal infift upon being paid infilver, feeing thac’fil- 
ver is the only legal tender that is or can be in that 
country ; and further, that they will export from 
thence as much as they think fit, notwlthftanding 
any orders to the contrary, is to be expedted. 

Such being the evident inconveniencies of our 
refufal to receive money into our cafli, for bills to 
]3c drawn upon England, it will be faid, the re- 
* - medy 
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tnrsdy U in our own handle j if \\e will open our 
trealury, the French and Dutch will no longer be 
fupplied, they will be under the necefiity of irr— 
porting bullion for their expcnccs and inveftmenr ; 
and we fhall have it in our power to export to 
China, as much as we think the circumftances of 
the country will bear. 

We lincerely with things could be brought to 
this ftate , but the tingle and uniurmountable ob- 
jection is, that if bilk are drawn to an unlimited 
amount, we may be put to the utmoft diftrefs and 
difficulty to make good the payments in England ; 
for this reafbn, we have been under a neceifity lb 
to model our orders upon this fubjeft, as to coniine 
the drafts to fome degree of proportion with our 
inveftmfents. 

And this rule we muft not now lofe fight of, al- 
though our intention is to extend the power of tak- 
ing up money, as far as it can poflibly be carried 
with any degree of prudence. 

Accordingly having confidered the matter fully 
and maturely, aod having granted a further exten- 
fion of remittances to our fervants at Bengal, on 
account of their increafe of inveftments this year, 
we are w’iUing to encourage you to do the fame ; 
and therefore we do hereby revoke our former or- 
ders,- upon, the fubjeCl of remittances , aud in lieu 
thereof, we permit and empower you to draw upon 
us this feafon for 50,000!. and beyond that fum, 
for the whole amount of the fupplies in fpccic, 
which you may be able to fend to China, to any 
extent, depending on your zeal and afiiduity in 
extending your inveftments in fuch a manner as 
may en^bls us to perform our engagements, and 

to 
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to continue to you the fame indulgence m'fotur* 
leafons. 

Betides the above fum of co.oool. you may 
grant certificates to the captains and officers of 
each homeward bound lhip as far as 5000I. each 
ihip, under the exprefs conditions mentioned in 
our general letter of the 1 ith November laft - 3 but 
you are, notwithftanding our orders of the laid 
nth November, not to include lord 'Clive’s 
jaghire in the faid 50,0001. it being our intention 
that any payment on that account ihould be made 
in Bengal only. , 

The fum of 50,000!. firft to be drawn as above- 
mentioned, is to be divided and applied among 
the company's fervants, civil and military, in fuch 
manner as may appear reafonable to you, upon an 
impartial confideration of their feveral fituations 
and circumftances -, and we lhall depend upon your 
making this difpofition in fuch an equitable man- 
ner, as may leave no juft caufe of complaint. 

The China remittances are to be open to free 
^merchants, ur any other peifons xefiding under 
our protection, as well as to the company’s fer- 
vanta, and likewife to whatever Turns {hall be of- 
fered, upon account of the eftates of deceafed per- 
fons. 

The bills for the fum of 5o,oooI. fir ft above- 
mentioned, are to be drawn at the rate of 2s, 5d. 
per Bombay rupee, and at 365 days fight ; and 
the bills foe fuch further fums as (hall be fent to 
China ase to be drawn at the rate of as. 6d. per 
Bombay rupee, payable three years after fight > 
this latitude being necefiiry for enabling the com- 
pany to brin^ the amount of the falcs of their car- 
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goes into circulation at the time tlie bills will be* 
comcducf. 

You will obferve, that we have increafed the 
rate of exchange in proportion to the time allowed 
for payment , and this we mean to be in lieu of the 
interelt formerly paid for the exceeding time after 
the ninety days j accoidingly’jou arc to give the 
t»ll-h(jldei;s to underftand, they will not be entitled 
to any mtereft upop the bills that will be drawn 
in confequence of thefe orders.” 

Extract of the Eafl-India Company’s Advice, re- 
ceived from their Prefidcnt and Council of 
Bombay 

General Letter, 26th February, 1770. 

“ From the whole tenor of your advices for a 
conliderable time paft, your honours will have per- 
ceived the great diftrels we have laboured under 
for money to provide the ncceflary inveftments, 
defray our expences, and fupply our other una- 
voidable wants ; the only refourcc w e have had for 
this purpofe, has been drawing on your fervancs in 
Bengal for fuch fums as we have been able to pro- 
cure for our bills on them-, but thefe have at laft 
failed us ; for notwithftanding your fervants have 
allured us, they will honour our drafts to any a- 
mount, and defired us to draw, even at a higher 
rate of exchange than might be given by private 
merchants, we cannon procure any money hue 
for bills on Bengal, and your fervints at Surat 
write ‘us in anfwcr ro our orders to that cfllft, that 
they had little profpect of procuring any cunf.de- 
* • * rab'e 
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rable fum there, not having been able to com- 
plete the five lacks we have fince empowered them 
to draw for, notwithftanding the permiflion given 
them to raife the exchange as above fee forth. On 
the 2d inftanr, an efiimate of calh wanted until the 
end of O&ober next, no pare of which could be 
difpenfed with, was laid before us ; when it ap- 
peared we fhould atleaft require,until that time, the 
fum of rupees 12,25,937. 2. 33, of which fo large 
a part as rupees 8,49,232. 2. 21 is wanted before 
the end of May ; on confideringof which, toge- 
therwuh the impoffibihty, as above fet forth,. of 
our availing ourfelves of the only expedient we have 
for fome time paft had to raife money, we deter- 
mined, as the foie means left for procuring fuch a 
fum, to forthwith'grant bills'on your honours, 'at 
the rate of 2s, 5*d. to your fervants, and 2s. 3d.' to 
all others ; and iflue public notice, that we would 
grant bills at this rate, to the amount of four lacks 
of rupees, per Fox, and receive fuch further fums 
as might be tendered, to run at intereft until the 
departure of the firft fhip of next feafon, when 
bills would be granted lor the fame at the above 
rate, the whole at 90 days fight, payable in twelve 
months, carrying an intereft of three per cent, per 
annum, after the expiration of the faid ninety days: 
we were the more readily induced to adopt this 
meafure, from reports we had received, that the 
Lapwing brings orders from your honours, to give 
bills upon you j'bcfides which, private letters from 
Madrafs, which may be depended on, mention, 
that your fervants ar Calcutta ' had opened their^ 
treafury to receive money, to bear an intereft of 
eight per cent, per annum until December next, 
Vol. IV. ~ 3'M when, 
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- when they engage to give bills on you for whate- 
i ver fums may.be lb paid in, at (he rate of two (hil- 
, lings the current rupee to your fervants, and two 

(hillings and twopence halfpenny to all others; 
. but even this would not have prompted us to draw 
-'immediately, or until the orders per Lapwing arri- 
. ved, had wc not b<cn in a£ua! want of three Jachs 
of rupees to fend to Tellicherry and Anjcngo 
(without which your inveftments there would be 
at an entire (land) and many drafts on the treafury 
for our monthly expcnces unpaid, as appears by 
the report of our treafury, entered on our confulta- 
. tions under the above date ; about rupees one hun- 
dred fifty choufand per mpnth, being required for 
this laft ; and our balance then in the treafury 
being only rupees 38,887. 3 ; ’upon the whole, 
: therefore, • we flatter ourfclves your honours will 
. „ approve our conduft upon this occafion, and reft 
. allured, nothing but the exigencies of your affairs 

- would have induced us to exceed the amount you 
. have„been pleafed to order us to draw for in one fea- 

fon, or the rate of exchange preferibed by you ; 
but it was utterly out of our power to borrow, or 
by any other means to procure money ; and even 
this method, fo great is the fcarcity offpecie, has 
. not yet been attended with the wilhed-for fuccefs, 
c Only Rs. 1,89.670. a. 80. having been to this day 
paid in for bills by the Fox, to this day. The 
i terms on which we have agreed to draw, your ho- 
< oours will be pleafed to obferve, are upwards of 
vthree per cent, more favourable to your honours 
* thanihofe granted at Bengal ; bursas we flattered 
. ourfclves wc fhould procure fufficieat at this rate, 

1 ic 
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It was and Is our duty to obtain it, on the moft ad- , 
yantageous terms in our power.” 

’General Letter; 26th April 1770. 

,{ We have in our 'addrefs of the 26th of Febru- 
ary, by the way of Grand Cairo and Buflora, and 
of which a tranfcript is in the packer, been To 
very full and particular, as to our refolurlon of 
drawing upon your honours by this Ihip, and our 
motives for it, that we deem it unneceflary to re- 
peat the fame here, and fhall therefore only now 
advifc the particular bills wc have drawn in confe- 
rence ; and acquaint your honours, that we fhall, 
in future, conform to your, commands of the 30th 
of June Iaft, on this . fubjedt ; and f in the mean 
time have ifilied public notice of the terms on 
which you allow us to draw;" and fhall receive, 
money, to bear an intereft until the bills are grant- 1 
ed, which our urgent neceffities oblige us to. The 
bills we have now drawn are as follows ; to which 
We requeft you will lliew due honour.” 

Nine fets drawn at the rate of two (hillings and 
three-pence, amounting to L. Sterling f 

7939 J 4 6 

Eleven ditto, at two (hillings and 

five-pence, amounting to 41 154 7 5 

The attornics to colonel He« 5 lor Munro having 
addrefied us a letter, felting forth, that they had a 
confidcrable fum of money of his to remit home, 
and defiring the fame might be received at cove- 
nant fervants rate of exchange, which they were 
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well allured your fervants at Bengal had promifcd 
the colonel, who had acquired this money in your 
fervice; we concurred with them, that the colonel 
feemed entitled to lome indulgence ; but, that 
your honours might have it in your power to in- 
dulge him or not, we determined only to grant 
certificates for the fame ; which we have done ac- 
cordingly for fuch part of his money as has been 
received j and (hall, by the next fhip, grant an- 
other fet, for the remainder, on its being fwom 
to be the colonel's property. \Ve have alfo granted 
fome certificates to the commanders and officers of 
your fhips agreeable to your orders ; and the fol- 
lowing is a lift of all we have granted by this fhip : 

Seven fets certificates, amounting to 

^pees, - - ' 99*577— 94 

We were in hopes, by the departure of this fhip, 
to have procured money fufficient to have com- 
plected the fums wanted for Tellichery and An- 
jengo, according to the eftimates we have receiv- 
ed, being two lacks (200,000) for the former, 
and fifty thoufand (50,000) for the latter j but it 
was with the utmoft concern we found, on exa- 
mining the ftate’of our treafury in confultation, 
yeflerday, the whole amount therein, in rupees, 
gold, and fanams, was no more than rupees 
115,044. 2, exclufivc of which, we have, for our 
current cxpenccs, oiitflanding bills .from Surat to 
the amount of rupees fcvcnty-cight thoufand nine 
hundred and thirty -fixandthrecquartcrs(78,9j6.5.) 
‘This being our fituation, \\c cannot pollibly fparc 
piorc than one lack, (too, coo) for the Coaft fet- 
- dementis^ 
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us, or to tike up money at infereftj all which 
hope you will approve. 

25th July, 1770. 

(i Your honours were advifed, in our addrefsper 
Fox, of the great diftrefs we were in for money, 
?nd the neceffity we /hould probably be under of 
deviating from your orders refpe&ing the rate of 
exchange you had fixed upon bills to be drawn on 
you : it is with the utmoft concern we are now ta 
acquaint you/- that our apprehenfions have proved 
to be too well founded ; for on the 19th ultimo 
our treafury w 3 s reduced to rupees 161. 1.31, and 
oytftanding drafts unpaid to the amount of rupees 
62,243. 1. 62 j and as, notwithftanding our refo- 
lutionofthe 17th April, for receiving money for 
bills on the terms prefenbed by your honours, in 
your commands of the 30th of June 1769, and tot 
bear an iotereft until the bills were granted, not a 
rupee had been received into the trealury, wo found 
ourfelves under the difagreeable necdlity of adhe- 
ring to our former terms of two ihillings and five 
pence to company's fen ants, and two Ihillings and 
three pence to all others, &c. as granted on your 
honours per ihip Fox ; but being in immediate 
want of money, we, in hopes of procuring a fpee- 
dy fupply, agreed to give two ihillings and four 
pence to private perfons, for all fums paid in with-t 
in a month from that day j notwkhftandjng which 
\ve have not received more than rupees 39,684 — 
14. We have, however, fince received bills from 
Surat, for rupees 2,33,75c. 3. 8, in part of a fup- 
ply of four lacks remitted by your fervants at Ben- 
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gal, by bills upon that place, which has fervecl 
for our prefen t wants ; buC3s our exigencies will 
require a further considerable fum, we fhall con- 
tinue drawing on them, and have defired them to 
remit as opportunities offer ; by which means we 
hope we may not ‘have occafion to draw fo much 
upon your honours, which you may reft affured 
nothing but unavoidable neceftxty will induce us to 
do, though the providing our mveftments, and 
the large drafts we may now fliortly expedt from 
Mocha, will, we fear, require a larger fum than 
we fliall be able to raife by bills on Bengal, and we 
have at prefent no other refource. ,> 

General Letters 3 December, 1770, 

* c The feveral minutes on our diary now tranf- 
mitted, on the (ubjedfc of money, will fully fhew 
to your honours the great thftrcfs we have ac times 
been in on this account. Notwithftanding we 
have been fupplied from Bengal, fince the Fox's 
departure, with no lefs a fum than ; rupees 
7,60,509. 2. 80, by drafts from thence and Surar, 
f and remittances from your fervants, we on the 19th 
June were reduced to a balance of rupees i6r. 1. 31, 
befides drafts unpaid to' the amount of rupees 
62,243. *• 64 , and as, notwithftanding oUc re- 
folution of the 17th April, for receiving money 
for bills upon the terms prefenbed by your ho- 
nours, in your commands of the 30th June, 1*769, 
and to bear an intereft until the bills were granted, 
no money had till that time been tendered to us, 
it appeared therefore to us indifpenfably neceftary 
£0 adhere to our former terms of 2s. 3d, to younho- 
^ nours. 
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nours fcrvants, *uvl 2« 3d to all others, nay 
more, that wc fliouli grant the Utter as 4d foe. 
all monies paid in within a month, in hopes of pro- 
curing n fupply of calh for our immediate wants, 
Which we had no profpetf of doing but by this 
means, vie therefore iflued public notice accoid- 
mgly , noiwithftandihg which, little or no money 
was paid in , and on the 7th September, a calcu- 
late of cafli wanted till the end of May was laul 
"before us, whereby it appeared, we lhculd require 
upwards of ‘one million five hundred thoufand 
(1,500,000) rupees by that time, three of which 
we had w rote for to be feat in fpecie from Bengal , 
and by a letter then before us from Surat, wo had 
rcafon to^xpeft two lacks (200,000) from thence , 
but as this fell fo very fhort of the abov e fum, w e 
dctcrmired, as the moll certain means which oc- 
curred to us forH'elievjng our wants, to write to the 
prefident and council of hort William, to rerrut us, 
e clufive of what they -might fend in lpecie, fix 
lacks by bills of exchange, and to draw upon 
your honours for what further fums w e might w ant , 
but as we cou f d not expedf to receive any money 
from Bengal fooner than March, before which it 
appeared evident from the eftimate, we Ihould 
want near twelve (12) lacks of rupees, we found 
ourfelv es under the diftgreeable necefllty of con- 
tinuing the exchange to private perfons at as ^.d 
but on re confidertig the affair, and having hopes 
of a fupply for our immediate wants, by oil cr 
means, we deferred carrying into execution that 
refolution until the 28th , when it appearing to us 
unavoidable, and it bung confid^red, that your 
honours loft fix and a half ( 6 { , per cent by the vx- 

change 
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change on Bengal, while the Iofs arifing from the 
increafe of one penny in the rupee, was not more 
'than 3^ per cent, we determined to continue the 
exchange at that rate j but in order to deter prn 
Vate perfons from withholding their money, in 
hopes of our neceflitles obliging us Bill to increafe 
it, we exprefly declare, that on no confideration 
whatever it would be raifed further ; and by the- 
lift of bills' drawn by thefe (hips, inferred m this 
letter, your honours will perceive the fum;pajdin 
at this fate. 

Finding on the 26th of October, by a letter 
from your fervants at Surat, that we had little rea- 
fon to expcdl any ccnfiderable fupply from thence, 
for bills on Bengal, even at a half per cent, more 
difadvantageous to your honours than what men- 
tioned in the preceding paragraph, excluflve of a 
further lofs in the remitting the fame here, the 
prefident offered to our confideration fomc obferva- 
tions which had occurred to him on the fubjedt, and 
which are entered at length on our proceedings 
that day, and an aitcfted copy thereof, and of the 
minute made thereon, tranfmitted in the packet. 
In which he fets forth the ncceflity of railing 
the exchange, as the means moft beneficial to 
your iniereft, and the only remedy of enabling 
us to procure a fulficient fum for our exigencies 5 
and proved, that bv drawing on your honours at 
as. 4d. and as. 6d. tnftead of giving bills on Ben- 
gal, at the exchange which your lervants at Surat 
have laxely done, your honours would favo 10 per 
cent, at the firft, and even 8d at i he laft, cxclu- 
fivu of which your honours complain, of a loft 
even of four (4) per cent, fuftained on Bengal 
■ Vol. IV. ' 3N bi)L', 
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bills, and direct us to avoid fuch Iofs in future. 
He likewise remarked the relu&ance you exprefs 
in your commands of the 30th of June 1769, to 
our drawing on you for more than 50,000! or at 
molt, the additional fum the^Camdcn might have 
carried to China in Tpecie, which was three lacks 
of rupees, folely from a difficulty you apprehend- 
ed might anfc to you, in the payment of drafts to 
an unlimited amount, though convinced, as you 
are pleafed to add, of tbit being moll confident 
with your real irtereft. Your orders in refpcdl to 
the race of exchange we had before been obliged 
to deviate from , the other d fference now m quef- 
tion amounted to about five lacks , and as we lhall 
difpatcn, during this year, not Jefa than five fhips, 
exclusive of that from Mocha, whofe cargo amounts 
to rupees 2,79,790.2. 30, each of whole invoices, 
computed from thofe of tne three difpitched lafi: 
year , viz. Deptford, Speaker and Fox, may be 
eftimated at rupees 2,32,104 3.47, each, mak- 
ing together rupees 11,60,574 j. 35, and with 
the addition of the Mocha (hip, 14,40,364. 3 65, 
and jour honours will have one year and ninety 
days after acceptance to fati fy them , m which 
the produce of three (hips cargoes more than ufu- 
al, tliat will be configned your honours this feifon, 
would conf durably more than furmftv means of do- 
ing the prefident for all thefe reafons therefore 
concluded, that a meafure in all other refpedts fo 
evidently for your advantage, mult and would 
meet with your higheft approbation, and there- 
fore propofed it , but, that your horours might be 
convinced he did not mean to avail himlclf of 
your necellities, merely for his own advantage, he 

agreed 



1 455 1 

agreed to pay in fuch fums as he might want to 
remit at the prefent rate of 2S. 5d. and leave it to' 
your honours to grant him the additional penny in 
the rupee, in confideration of the feafonable fup- 
ply it would afford to your affairs, without which 
your Ihips muft remain in India, or return home 
without cargoes. 

The prefidcnt*s obfervations appeared to us in 
every refpe<ft fo juft, and his propofals fo difinter- 
efted, and fo evidently for your honours intereft, 
as every method had been tried for railing money 
without effect, and we were perfectly convinced 
we could not pofiibly by any other means fupply 
our exigencies, that we determined to accept ir, 
and to grant the prefident recommendatory bills 
for whatever fums he might pay in accordingly, 
which wc have done for the fum of rupees 
1,56,227. 2. 66, paid in fincc that time ; and we 
arc mod ftrenuoufly to recommend to your ho- 
nours to make good the fame to him in England, at 
the rate of 2s. 6d. in confideration of his affording 
fuch a feafonable fupply ; and fuch fums as have 
been paid in by covenant fervants fincc, have 
been received on the fame terms, and will be con- 
tinued, until the amount wc are in want of fkall be 
completed. 

Upon the above occafion, Mr. Taylor deliver- 
ed in a letter, propofing a mode of eafing tlip 
^)lacc in point of currency, by iffuing bills from the 
bank on loans upon the prefent fecurity ; which, 
though wc were of opinion it w'ould not be any 
immediate remedy to the prefent great fcarcity of 
fpecic, it would be attended with great future 
convenience to the trade of the illand, exclufive 

of 
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of the great adv nlage jour honours will derive 
from the mtereft anting on the amounts, we there- 
fore determined to carry Mr Taylor s propofal in- 
to execution, by lfluing notes to the amount of the 
debt the trcaiury owes the bank, being, with in- 
tereft, about eight lacks (800 000) of rupees, and 
the notes to be trom forty to one thoufand rupees, 
each iigned by the managers of tnc bank, and 
fealed with your feal but the prefident afterwards 
talking on tins fubjeft to Mr Robert Blachford, 
whom your honours permitted to come to India, to 
fettle the late Mr Spencer s affairs, and who was 
bred to the banking bufinefs, he defired to deliver 
m fonie hints on the fubjett of the propofed plan, 
which he did accordingly, and we referred the 
fame, with Mr Taj lor s letter, to the confidera- 
tion of the committee of accounts, w ho reported 
their opinion to us but w e ha\ c not j er conic to a 
final refolution thereon, this, however, wc fliall 
doma few days, and you may reft affured, we 
fhall duly weigh caery circumftance, before wo 
take any meafurcs upon a matter of this lmpor- 
tincc 

In hopes of jour Tenants at Madrafs being able 
to affift us with feme moncj in our prefent fcarcity, 
a\c haaefet forth to them our diftreis.and requefted 
they will advife us if they can fupply us with anj , 
and to what amount 

W c have drawn the follow ing fets of bilk of ex- 
change on jour honours at ninety cigl tdays light, 
and, if not then paid, to bcaran iniereft of three(3) 
per cent per annum from the expiration of the 
1 1 1 nneta daj», untiil the end of one jear, when 
il \ «ie to Le made good, np moncj ha>mg been 
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paid to us, or expe&ed by us, from the ioth 
March, to the igth, June, on the terms preferibed 
by your honours, per Lapwing, as will fully ap- 
pear by our consultation of the latter date j to all 
y hich we requeft you will {hew due honour. 

One fet of billsof exchange draw n 
at the rate of two {hillings and 
three-pence per rupce,amount-« 
ing to L> fteiling 536 4 8 

Thirty-eight fets of bills of ex- 1 
change drawn at the rate of- 
two {hillings and four-pence 
per rupee, amounting to 2 5 ,647 5 % 

Twenty fets of bills of exchange 
drawn' at the rate of two ihil- 
lings and five-pence per ru- 
pee,* amounting to 28,801 9 5 

The following recommendatory letter being 
drawn, in confequence of our refolution of the 
26th O&ober, as fully ftated to your honours, you 
will be pleafed to difeharge the fame accordingly. 

Ten fets of bills of exchange 
drawn at the rate of two {hil- 
lings and five-pence, but re- 
commended to be paid at two 
fhillingsandTix-pcnce, amount- 
ing to * Rupees 2,41,985. 3. 70 

We have Ukewife drawn the following certifi- 
cates on your honours, which you will pleafe to 
diicharge. 

Eleven 
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Eleven lets of certificates, a- 
mounting to Rupees 1,09,894 ’ 3. 6S 

We have received from the attorney of colonel 
Heitor Monro , a farther lum of rupees 135913 2*25, 
for which we have granted him a fet of certificates, 
agreeable to our relolution of the 10th Aprillaft. 

General Letter, 26th February, 17 71. 

N, B. This being received before the following 
letter of the 4th, is the reafon why it is placed 
firft. 

Notwithftanding the fcveral methods we have 
tried to procure a fufficicnc fupply • of money to 
carry on our inveftments, as alfo far our current 
eK?ences, we find outfelves greatly diftrefled.for 
mtfney for both ; more particularly as no bills are 
yet'-ar rived from your fervants in Bengal and as 
by a report of our treafury, laid before, us in con- 
fultat ion,, under the »8th inftant, it appeared 
there was only a balance, then remaining therein of 
rupees 18. 3. 66 ; and there was then due from it, 
rupees 1,29,597. 2. 79, and at the fame time we 
were in want of large fums to fupply, the coaft fec- 
tlements, or no cargoes could be expected to be 
provided there, if not fhortly fuppiied, for the 
(hips of the enfuins; feafon,as well as for the North- 
umberland's (lock to Canton, and the" beginning 
of another month was alfo approaching, when 
large fums of money would be indifpcnfably want- 
ad by the fcveral paymafters for the monthly dif- 
burfements : we therefore determined, as the only 

refource 
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relburce, to receive money at intereft, either here 
or at Surat, to the amount of two lacks of rupees 
for the prefent ; and public notice was given of 
our refolution. But we are forry to acquaint your 
honours, that fuch is the fcarcity of fpecie, that to 
this time we have only received rupees 12,725. on 
"this account. 

( f Generalletters, 4th February 1771. 

. “Your honours were advifed, in our addrefs of 
‘the 4th ultimo, of our intentions to iffue notes 
from the bank ; but having referred the fame to 
the confideration of the committee of accounts, we 
were of opinion, in. confequence of their report, 
"that it could not be done without a flowing treifu- 
ry, and therefore determined to defer it for the 
prefenr. 

\\ e Ukewife mentioned to your honours in our 
addrefs, an application to your fervants at Ma- 
drafs to affift us with money , but are forry now to 
advile, that inftead of being able to afford us afiift- 
ance, they are apprehenfive they fhall not hive 
fuffici.ent for their own occafions, and have wrote 
accordingly to your fervants in Bengal, in hopes 
that they may oc able to affiff them. We have the 
pleafure to add, thofe gentlemen acquaint us under 
the 28th November, that they Ihoula endeavour to 
furmth us by bills upon Surat, with the nine lacks 
we defired, but as we cannot poflibly receiv e more 
than two lacks and a half before the end of "May, 
at fooneft, it will not by any means anfwer our 
purpofe of fecuring the necellary inveftment of 
pepper, fandal wood, and cardamoms, or eten 
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our current expences, for all which advances ought 
now to be made ; but the want of fpecie, which 
your fervants in Bengal write they cannot 
itipply us with, puts this out of our power, out 1 
treafury being now fb low that we cannot fupply 
your fervants at Tellichery with a rupee, notwith- 
landing we, on the third ult. previous to the re- 
ceipt of the above letter from Bengal, took into 
confederation how very inadequate the fums then 
received for bills and certificates on ypur honours 
had been found to our wants ; and that the terms 
on which the recommendatory bills were granted 
to covenant fervants, had proved fo difagreeable to 
individuals, from their very uncertain tenor, that 
we had nor the leaft profpetf of procuring any fur- 
ther fum on thofe terms in future ; and therefore 
determined to raife the exchange to covenant fer- 
vants from as. $d. to 2 s. 6d. per rupee, as the 
only refource we had left for procuring the money 
indifpenfibly neceflary for enabling us to carry on 
the affairs under our management. We therefore 
flatter ourfelves your honours will not difapprove 
this meafurc, on confidering the extreme urgency 
of the cafe, and our having tried ever) other pot- 
Able expedient for procuring money, as has at dif- 
ferent times been noticed to your honours ; and we 
are now determined not to raife the exchange far- 
ther upon any pretence whatever. We have ac- 
cordingly drawn the following bills on the above 
terms, to which you will pi cafe fhew due honour. 


Sixteen 
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Sixteen fefs ol bills of exchange, 
drawn at the rate of two fli ti- 
lings and fix-pence per rupee, 
amounting to — £. Iterling 13,428 1 6 

We have Iikewife drawn the following bills at 
two findings and four pence, which you will pleafe 
to difcharge. 

Sixteen fcts of bills of exchange, 
drawn at the rate of two /hil- 
lings and four-pence per ru- 
pee, amounting to — 7,256 9 0 

The undermentioned two fcts of bills have like- 
wife been granted, by this opportunity*, at two 
fhillings and five pence, which we requefl jour 
honour will difcharge. 

Two fets of bills of exchange, 
drawn at the rate of two /hil- 
lings and five-pence per rupee, 
amounting to — • 668 ig 6 

Copy of fundry Paragraphs of general Letters from 
the Court ofDirettors to the Governor and Conn- 
ed of Bengal, dated 23d March, 1770, relatn e 
to hortificauons and other public Buddings 

“ We have carefully attended to the condudl of 
thofe our fervants, with whofe negligence or dif- 
honefly at Burrampore, ve have reafon to be difla- 
tisfied And wc are of opinion, that, as it was the 
mdifpenfable duty of the chief at Cofiimbuzar, fb 

Vol. IV. 3 O It 
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it uwa^alfo, m a great meafure, in his power, 
either to have prevented the commiffion, or long 
continuance at leaft, of almoft all thole frauds 
w hich hav e taken place , and thereby that enor- 
mous exccfs of expence, which has been incurred 
at Burrampore, would have been avoided Mr 
Sykes, who had the infpedion of the accounts 
monthly, might, without difficulty, have detected 
almoft every impolition, had he paid proper atten- 
tion to that part of his duty which related to in- 
fpeehng the faid accounts , beeaufe, by an imme- 
diate reference to the then current price, all over- 
charges m materials might have been immediately 
atcertained, which could not, with the greateft 
application, be fo prccifcly or fatisfa&orily done 
twelve n onths afterwards And as to his plea of 
other bulin"fs having engrofied Ins time, it is by 
no mean fech an cxcuft, which we can admit in 
his juftihcation , lie ought to have made an early 
rcprclentation of that circumftancc to you, and 
indeed, you lliould have onginall) appointed a per- 
Jon well qualified for fucli undertaking to luperin- 
tend the worls, and prevent impofitions, know- 
ing as you did, that Mr Syke’s avocations in our 
lervice, did rot aftord him fefficicnt lcilure forin- 
fpcCbng ti cm fo clofdv ns might hav c been done 
Although \ e much approve your conduit, from 
th time the enquiry has commenced to that of it> 
b».ing compleatc 1 yet wc can by no means ncr- 
f a L oorfclvts, t! at it was altogether blamelels m 
vou to luller lo lug the abufes lobe cc ittnucd, 
Jjcforc tfleiUnl ui-juirv was male cot corning 
t! -nl \\cfav cilcflual cnqjirv, beeaufe wa. ob- 
fene, Mr lurbes alio Iocs in lus defence, that 

lus 
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his monthly accounts had been examined, and re- 
ceived the entire fan&ion of the chief at CoC- 
iimbuzar , been approved by the council of that 
place, and by the committee of accounts at your 
prefidency j and that no deficiencies appeared, till 
near twelve months after fuch approvals : and Mr. 
Talk, we find,' alfo makes eftablifhed cuftom the 
only plea for his overcharges. < 

As \v e cannot fuppofe thofe perlons, whofe duty 
it was to infpe& the accounts, to have been unqua- 
lified for luch truft, in point of knowledge, with- 
out impeaching the conduct of our governor and 
council, who appointed them to that office ; fo, on 
the other hand, fuppofing them fufficiently intel- 
ligent, and capable of filling the ftation in a pro- 
per manner, we cannot but deem them to have 
been guilty of notorious negligence, or great un- 
faithfulnefs, when they audited and approved ac- 
counts fo very fraudulent as thofe of Mr. Forbes 
appear to have been. 

We are aware, that a man who could fo far de- 
viate from duty as Mr. Forbes has done, may be 
fuppofid capable of writing in the ftile he wrote to 
you, .even admitting there was no foundation in 
taft, for many of his very extraordinary afiertions ; 
neverthclefs \\c cannot but wifii, that you had 
plainly and fully replied to that ‘part of his de- 
fence, where he affirms, ‘‘That he is thoroughly 
“ convinced his tran factions will bear the tclt of 
“ any co.nparifon }OU may choofc to make with 
“ the accounts of any gentleman who holds an 
“ office of this nature under the company ; and 
“ defires the rcafonablenefs of his charge may be 
“ determined by fome fuch ftandard.” 


Whate^ 
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Whatever audacity there may appear on the 
part of Mr. Fotbts, in the above declaration and 
requeft, yet we confefs in our opinion, that iuch 
charge as is implied therein, ought to have been 
openly and fully refuted, and not barely contra- _ 
difted, which is all that has been done by you, 1 
You feemto make Mr. horbes’s relk&ions on the 
fervice in general part of your realon for the fen- '< 
tence which you pafs upon him ; but we repeat if, 
we believe you ought rather (to us, at leail) to have 
proved, that Mr. Forbes’s plea of e/tabhfhed cuf T 
tom, for any part of the undue advantages made 
by him, was groundlefs. We are the more par-? 
ticular herein, as we think it was a proper oppor- 
tunity for you to fljew, that all that zeal for the 
good of our fervice, which you profefs, has indeed 
been by youexercifed. 

But however alarming it may be to find, that 
the buxies, who were perfons, fome of them, of 
long {landing in our fervice, have abufed their 
trull ; and that the Oyercfaarges of thofe, whofe 
proper province it was to have guarded ouf pro-, 
perty at Burrampore from the defigns of any who 
might attempt to defraud us, have amounted to nc* 
lefs fum than two lacks of rupees : yet we obferve, 
that thofe overcharges are a very trivial lofs, in 
comparifon of the whole fudaioed by means of the 
indiscretions exercifed relative to the cantopments 
at Burrampore. 

When lord Clive and council came to a rcfolu- 
ilon to have tl^e cantonments erected ; and ordered 
the chief ai Coffimbuzar to fupply the materials, 
t^a|te the necetfjiry advances^ pay the people em? 

ployed 
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ployed, and tranfmit the accounts monthly ; 
was exprefsly ordered, that the. whole expentp 
fliould not exceed 2* lacks of rupees, or three at 
the moft. In confequence of that order, the build- 
ing was undertaken, and carried on till twelve 
lacks were expended ; It was then judged needful 
to alter and enlarge the plan ; by which ^Iteration 
great part of the works already in forwardnefs be- 
came almoft wholly ufelefs $ to the amount at leaft, 
as the engineer fays, of three compleat Jacks, be- 
fides-the additional expencc occafiopedby the alte- 
ration^ ; and t{tc completion of the whole, jt wa$ 
then computed, would, over and above the twelve 
lacks expended, amount to feventcen lacks more. 
Thofe feventeen lacks we find however reduced to 
about ten Jacks, in the new calcujation made by ' 
captain Watfon ; and therefore it appears/ we may 
now expert the whole to be completed for about 
twenty -two lacks of rupees. ‘ , 

It is very obfervablc, that in the firft defign of 
the cantonments at Burrampore, it was intended 
to accommodate the feapoys, as wel) as the Euro- 
pean troops ; but proceedings having been carried 
pn, in order thcrero, for a year or more, you then 
determined not to have any barracks for feapoys. 
By that refolution, the rafters which had been fra- 
med for thofe works, the foundations, which weje 
coraplently funk, and fame of which were finifhed 
with brick work to the level of the ground, were 
alfo rendered ufelefs. It feems very ftrange tons* 
but it is neverthclcfs true; that no calculated cfU- 
niate of any of the works, appears to have been 
by any perfon whatever, till thofe given by 
' lieutc- 
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lieutcaant Mcftajcr, m 1768, andb> captain \Y*t- 
fon, who was fort to enquire into the ftate of tie 
cantonments, after r o immenfe an cxpencc Ind 
b-cn incurred, and to fo little purpofe 

Notwithftandmg there might not be the fame 
ncccffity for the ftipojs to be accommodated, in 
order to attach them to our intereft, as well as the 
Luropeins, it \\ ill fcarccly be credited, that our 
fer\ ants ihould drop that p^rt of the intended work, 
and jet venture to incrcalc the wiven cxpenccs to 
the immoderate degree they have done , thus 
(porting with the property of the company, to the 
additional amount of near twenty licks of rupees, 
as has been the cafe, and )ec leave out fo very con- 
1 lunb’c a part of tl e whole as the accommodation 
ot the fcapojs mufthavc been, had that plan been 
p-r etcrcd in. 

We qbferve with aftoniflimenr, that on the firft 
ooft t of the building no lels thin fifteen fets ofun* 
ncccF-ry fubaltcrns loartments, were laid out, 
and ca ned on, till captain Watfon reported them 
in that light to tl c council at Cc fllmbuzar they 
1 ere thi.n by him defired to be difeontinu-d , but 
on account of an ircrcafe df the null ’ary cltabhfli- 
rrent, )ou hat '•judged thde apartments neccfiary, 
and orderc 1 that tl cv finuld be crmpleatcd. 
Hotc crthis my now be jufufi blc ui >ou, llill 
it leases thofe per Tons wholly ircxcufable, who 
purnmted fuch ft pcrfii t us apattmems it f ril to be 
begun, when there was mt the ltaft probabil t} of 
their b toy w anted 1 hd the cX| tnee incurred by 
building thefi, fi j c.rm.11 cm) officers apartments 
b-cn fn gaily plu 1 tmr.r Is pro*. iding coir l > tv* 
b’c Ihcltcr lor t 1 . U«t ojs, ’cfsapjlo^v u»u l 
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have been neceffary for venturing to exceed the 
turn To exprefsly fixed by lord Clive and council, 
not to be on any account exceeded in cre&ing the 
cantonments at Burramporc. We hope your fu- 
ture watchfulness and frugality, in finilhing the 
.laid' Works, will compenfate, as far as may be, for 
that' temifinefs (for fuch we muft term it) which 
has Suffered paft enormities to grow to luch incre- 
dible extent, and remain fo long undetected. 

We are diftatisfied^vith the conduit of colonel 
Martini ’whole report being untrue, did certainly,, 
in the firfl inftance, millead the council at Cofiim- 
buzar j and we believe your Sentiments communi- , 
cared tq colonel Martin, on his behaytour on that’ 
tranfaftion, to be jult ; and that, had he not re- 
llgned his commilhon^ it would undoubtedly h?ve 
been your duty to have difmiSfed him our iervlCe., 

' In regard to Mr. George WilliamSon, his un- 
SaithSulneSs admits not the leaft cxcuSe ; and the 
abules by him praifiSed in his centra# Sor timbers, 
renders him utterly unworthy to be any longer en- 
tertained in our Service, Srom which, we hereby \ 
dire#, that he be diSmiflcd. We approve your 
having taken Security for the deficient timbers ; 
and alfo dire#, that he be not permitted to leave 
India until he lhall have fully paid whatever may 
be due from him to the company, or given to - 
you Such farther Security for the Same as lhall be 
to your entire fatisfa#iou. 

TheoverchargesofMr. ForbesatBurrampore, and 
his extortions and oppreflions at Bunleah, have been 
So veiy extraordinary, that we much approve your 
havingdifmifiedhim ourlervice. Miscarriage during 
the enquiry made ino his condu#, and his burning 

his 
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jits papers previous thereto, evinced fuch figns of 
guilt, as could not fail placing Kim in the mofldif* 
advantageous light. The inue has proved him 
dcferving every mark of our difpleafure. We dn 
re&, therefore, that the fuit inlhtuted againft Mr* 
Forbes, in the Mayor’s Court af Calcutta, be vi- 
gorouily profecuted ; and that no relaxation or 
abatement whatever be made of all fuchfumsof 
money, and colts of fuit, as may be decreed by 
the laid court to be due from Mr. Forbes, either’ 
to the company or to the pykars, in confequence 
of his overcharges and abuiesat Burrampore, or of 
his undue exaftions and great oppreffions of the 
faid pykars at Bauleah : and as you inform us you 
have taken ample fecurity, that Mr. Forbes do 
not leave India until the fuit be decided, or that 1 
he will, Ihould he leave India before that, time, 
leave fufficient value to anfwer our juft demands 
in cafe he may be caff , we direct, rhat on no -,c- 
count whatever you iuifer the laid ' fecunty to be 
difeharged, until our nforefaid orders relative toMr. 
Forbes ihall have been fully cauicd into execution, 
and all the money which may be legally obtained 
by fuch profecution be a£\ually paid by Mr; 
Forbes, or the faid fecurities. 

Lieutenant Meftayer has been fo grolly de- 
ficient in fuperintending the works at Burrampofe, 
and lb unfaithful in his report rclativ e to the tim-* 
bers bought of Mr. Will'amfon, that for thole 
inftances of this mifeanduft we Ihould deem him 
worthy of difmifiion : but as wc obferve alio, that 
his obftinacj , in having refufed to give informa- 
tion, oa cath, of fuch frauds as might he within 
his knowledge, was a further aggravation of fuch > 
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his mifcondu#, sve can on no account permit his 
flay in our fervice ; we therefore dire# that he be 
difmiifed, and that his bond, given for the amount 
of the (hare he had in the duftores, be paid, or 
proper fecunty taken for the payment thereof,, be- 
fore he be permitted to leave India. 

On your confutations of the 23d February 
1769, we obferye propofals from feveral perfons 
for fupplying your committee of works with fuch 
timbers and planks as might be requifite for your 
fortifications, and we muft here exprefs our ap- 
probation of your conduct, in taking time to ob- 
tain the fullcft information in a matter of fo 
much imporranec. But fcnfibfc as wc are, 
that it would be in vain for us to ofier any opinion, 
on a point which mull have been long fince deter- 
mined (even had we fufficient lights to dire# our 
judgment) yet we cannot avoid cxprelfing our 
aftonifhment at the great difference which appears 
in the amount of the feveral propofals offered to 
your committee , fome of which are near double, 
and one almoft treble, the terms of the lowelb 
offer. ' 

As no rcafons appear to us for this extraordinary 
difference, w e can only judge of it from the face 
of the feveral propofals, and we, therefore, foe 
with concern to what attacks the company's pro- 
perty is expofed, from the infatiable third: of gam 
vyhich fome would not fcruple to gratify. Our 
fecurity, however, refts on your judgment and 
integrity, which we hope and trufi to find anfiver- 
able to the confidence we repofe in your admini- 
ftratlon of our affairs. Errors excepted. ’ 

Tune 19, 1773. SAMUEL WILKS. 
Vol. IV. 3 P . \V» 
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Fort William, 3d January, 1772. 

At a Confuhation ; Prefent, - 
The hon. John Cartier, Efq; Prcfident, 

Samuel Middleton, Philip M. Dacres, 

William Aiderfey, Thomas Lane, Efqrs. 

The prefident begs leave to make the following 
remarks on the extraordinary letter from major 
Henry Watfon, referred to the board by the mili- 
tary committee. 

“ I am fenfible, gentlemen, that the letter now 
laid before us, for our confideration, is of that fe- 
rious nature which' requires a clear, candid, and 
impartial explanation, to juftify our conduft be- 
fore our honourable mailers ; for if no anfwer 
lhould be made, it is moft likely that the fpecious 
arguments fet forth by major Watfon will be re- 
ceived as certain fadts, and we confidered to have 
dealt unfaithfully towards them, or partially to- 
wards another. . 

The terms entered into with the brick contrac- 
tors of laft year, were judged the moft favourable 
as well as equitable, that ever had before been of- 
fered to the company, and there was not the lead 
hefitation made by the board in accepting them in 
preference to any other that was offered. The 
'terms, as you muft well remember, were, that the 
contradlor lhould deliver eleven inch bricks to 
the company, at 6s. 8d. per thoufand j that the 

advan- 
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advances of money fhould not be made to him, but 
the bricks paid for on delivery. On the part of 
the company, it was agreed, that they fhould pro* 
vide fire- wood for the ufe of the contractor at a cer- 
tain rate, which he was to account' far to them at 
particular periods of his contract. The contractor 
was to deliver three croze of brick* m the courfe 
of the feafon. The collector general was requeu- 
ed to make contracts with refponfible inhabitants, 
for a quantity of fire- wood adequate to the burning 
of fo many bricks, as it was imagined the whole 
would be cut in the diftriCts of his department. 
The difficulty of engaging men to undertake the 
whole of this contract occafioned a confiderable 
part of the fine feafon to clapfc, before the delive- 
ries of wood were in any proportion to the demand 
for that article by the brick contra&or j and, when 
nil their agreements were made, foine weeks in- 
terruption occurred in the Ingelee diftriCts that 
greatly retarded thisbufinefs. This occafioned not 
only an immediate, but a heavy lofs to the con- 
tractor, who, concluding that his fupply of fire- 
wood would be ready and fufficient, had many 
lacks of raw bricks on the ground in January laft, 
that were entirely deftroyed by two days ram which 
fell at that time. The remainder of the feafon, 
you muft all remember, was wet, and unfavoura- 
ble for the making of brides, and the fupply of 
wood was then not equal to the demand of the 
brick contract. , 

Before the expiration of the brick contract, the 
contractor addrefled the military committee, fee- 
tmg forth the difappointments he had fuflered, m 
different ways, during the period he held the con- 
tract ; 
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trad; ; and rcqucfting, that he might either have 
the contract continued to him for the enfuing fea- 
fon, or fome confideration made him for lofles and 
difappointmentSj neither of which had been occa- 
fioned by any , neglect or inattention of his own. 
The military committee, fully convinced of the 
juftnefs of the concrador’s rcprefemations, were 
more inclined to give him the contract for the en- 
fuing year, as a compenfation for his lodes, than 
any recompcnce in money ; and they were the bet- 
ter difpofed to this meafure from the juft and equi- 
table terms of the contract in the former fcafon, 
and the general approbation it met with. 

I have thought necefiary fo far to premife, that 
it may clearly appear wherefore the military com- 
mittee have thought themfcives obliged to confidcr 
the late contrador as entitled to a preference with 
them in the difpofal of the prefent year’s con trad ; 
and by a particular detail of fads to overfet thofe 
infinuations of a defed of zeal to the intereft of 
our honourable employers, which feem to be im- 
plied in the addrefs now before us. 

I mull do major Watfon the juftice to fay, that 
his propofals are clear, and equally equitable with 
thofe of the late contrador, and by them, if the 
honourable company (hould ever purchafe the docks, 
3 confiderablc faving fhould be made on account of 
the omiflion of any charge for the excavation of 
that earth which would be neceflary in making the 
bricks. But if the docks (hould not be purchafed 
by the company, the terms* of each contrad (land 
cxadly on the fame footing, excepting only the 
encouragement which I confider to be the duty of 
government to gi^e to a work of tjhis nature, and to 
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him who condqils it. Were major Watfon’s terms 
ever fo low, his profeffion, and being a fervant of 
the company, would entirely difqualify him, by a 
Handing order of the company's, from holding any 
contrail ; but as he is engaged in a work of pub- 
lic utility, in which a great cxpence, as well, as a 
great rifque is incurred, I confider, that the board 
may have a power m fuch an inftance to wave this 
particular prohibition : and I mull obferve, that 
had the former contra&or met with no difappoint- 
mtntSjfrom a failure in our part of the laft contrail, 

I fhould not have had any difficulty in my mind to 
prefer major Watfon’s propofals to any qther : but 
fuch being the cafe, it was my opinion, thatfome- 
thing was due to the former contrailor ; and I 
judge, that to give him half the contrail for the 
prefent year, on the fame terms it was held the 
preceding, would be the beft, the gheapeft, and 
molt equitable mode of affording him a juft fatif- 
failton ; and that major Watfon fhould have the 
grant of the other part of the contrail, viz. for 
burning one crore and a half of bricks. This has 
been tendered to him, but he has thought proper 
abfolutely to refufe it, and for the rcafons which 
carry their force more in words than in fails, and 
are intended more to convey a very fpecious idea' 
of the moderate fpirit, and the nicer feelings of 
humanity, than I can think juftly due to that gen- 
tleman : if I miftalte not, major Watfon engaged 
to provide two crore of bricks, or indeed, any un- 
limited quantity that the company might require , 
if the quantity be confined to two crore, he has 
only been deprived of fifty lacks for the fixt quan- 
tity for which he would at firft have engaged, and 

3S 
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as he had afiurances that he ihould have half the 
number of brick makers and coolies which w ere 
employed by the* other contractor, 1 am really.at 
a lots to imagine major Watfon's reafons for re- 
ceding the propofals made to him by the commit; 
ice, unlefe he be determined to compel them into 
his own meifures, and obtain a preference to every 
other perfon, or to lay the blame upon them fur 
difcouragtng fo ufeful and fo neceifary a work ns 
the conftruiUoa of the docks. Indeed, gentlemen, 

1 confidcr the ftvle of major Watfbn’s letter to con- 
vey threats of this nature ;* and becaufe of the in- 
dulgence which our reprefentations have obtained 
to him from the court of directors, he conceives 
himfclf privileged to afh, nay, to demand, w hat - 
favours he pleafes, v ithout reflcfling that it be- 
hoves this board to a<51 with impartial juflicc to alh 
The major’s reafons may be’ juft, his rcprcfcntatl- 
ons may be well deferving of attention ; but is the 
government to have no other views but his ? to 
confidcr no other perfon but him ? I cannot help 
declaring, that the conduct which major Watfon . 
has been plcafed toobferve upon this occafion, has 
to me, fomowhat the appearance of preemption 
and obftinacy * and I doubt not, but it w ill be re- 
garded in the fame light by our honourable em- 
ploy err. The propofals which he made in his lall 
adurefs to the committee, for taking the contrail 
upon lower terms than he had at firft offered, 
ought nor, 1 think, to have that weight with the 
board which he feems very ilclirous to give them , 
becaufe, he muft well hive known that our engage- 
ments with the former contractor were then too hr 
agreed upon to be broke off j as the kilns were nh- 

loJut-'ly 
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folutely forming, ami feveral thoufands of raw 
brick* already made for the performance of his 
new contrail. 

It is my duty to inform the board, that in every 
application made to me by major Watlon, relative 
to the ufeful work he has undertaken, I have given 
him every fupporc in my power, which was notab- 
folutely contrary to polttivc reftriilions; and l dare 
lay, lie will do me the juftice to declare the fame j 
but 1 mull remark, upon this occaficn, that the 
undertaking of any of the company’s public con- 
tract, as an aftiftancc to the execution of his 
fcheme, is a mode newly thought of by the major, 
and which I ampe’rfuaded was never confidcred in 
the calculations made by him and colonel Camp^ 
bell, when the work was originally projected j at 
lcaft, I have been allured by the latter of thefts 
gentlemen, that no fuch defiga was at that time 
intended : but it would now appear, from major 
Watfon’s reprefentations, that the executing this 
brick contrail is indifpenfablc to the carrying on 
of this work , and that we mull comply with his 
requeft in its full extent for the whole of the con- 
trail, otherwife it will not anfwer $ fur he has re- 
fufed to accept of half of it upon his own terms. 
If the having of this contrail: was an objeil of fuch 
real importance to the carrying on of his works, I 
cannot imagine how the half of it lliould become 
fo infignificant as to be rejeiled. The natural con- 
clufion is, that major Watfon mufl have every 
thing he grafps'at, and in the manner he preferibes 
himfelf, otherwife he will not fubmit, though evi- 
dently for his own advantage, to the arrangements 
made by government. As to his remark. That 
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the brick contra# being in two hands would be ail 
cndlcfs matter of con trover fy, and an impediment 
to the execution of the contrail ; I muft differ from 
him on this fubjeft, and obferve, in fupport of my 
opinion, that in the year 1770, when the contract 
was held by four different perfons, a larger quan- 
tity of bricks was delivered than in any former 
year. 

Although well inclined to vriflt the greateft fuc- 
cefs to the conftruclion of the docks, both from 
public and private motives, it would rather be al- 
lowing major Watlbn too large a fliare of merit, to 
confider him as the only perfon influenced by the 
fpirit of zeal for the welfare of his country, and 
the honourable company in this fettlement j and 
though ready to give every kind of merit to fo large 
an undertaking, yeti am perfuaded that other mo- 
tives, befides that of zeal, have ftimulated him to 
this undertaking, and induced him to. proceed in 
the execution of it. 


JOHN CARTIER. 

The board are unanimoufly of opinion, that the 
prefident’s minute is a clear elucidation of the whole 
proceeding of the brick contratt, and points out 
very fully, that major Watfbn Ins no true caufe of 
complaint ; as the committee have been as much 
inclined to confider his propofals, and to give eve- 
ry weight to his particular fituation, as they could 
do, confident with juftice to the former contra&or : 
that it would apppear that major Watfon fludied 
more his own conveniency than the engagements , 
that juftice winch the aaminiftratlon do confider 
' . ' ' them- 
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themfelves bound to obferve to all ; that his infi- 
ll uations of a defeat of zeal is equally unjuft and 
ill placed, as he has received repeated inftances of 
the ready alacrity v hich government have at all 
times been ready to give him, to remove every 
obftacie that, may be an interruption to his plan of 
ereCting docks. 

T Errors excepted. *» 

June 19, 1773. ( r 

SAMUEL WILKS. 

Fort William, 22. October 1 7 68. 

At a Confutation 5 Prefcnt, “ 

John Cartier, Efq, Prefident. 

Claud RulTel, Jofeph Jekyll, 1 

Charles Floyer, Thomas Lane, 

Francis Ha;e, Richard Banvclf, 

, Read the folldwing letter from the committee of 
works. 

To the honourable John Cartier, Efq, Prefident 
and Governor, &c. council of Fore William. 

Gentlemen, 

** We find ourfelves under the neceftity of re’ 
prefenting to you the extraordinary neglect of Jug- 
gretam Cnuckerbytty, Anunderam Chuckerbutty, 
and Ramperfaud Clnttorgie (brick contractors) in. 
the execution of their contracts, notwithftandfng 
they have experienced every indulgence that could 
be granted them, convenient with the intereft of 
. Vol, IV. 3 the 
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the honourable company, and that w e have thought 
it our duty to fecu^e their perfons, and take poilef- 
fion of their bricks, in order to clear die ground 
for the new contractors, and to recover the balan- 
ces that will remain due after all their bricks are 
delivered. 

We requeft to be favoured with jour further or- 
ders regarding this matter , and hav e the honour 
to iubfcribe ourlelv es. 

Gentlemen, 

Committee Works; Your moft obedient 
5th October x 770. Humble fervants, 

(Signed) F. HARE, 

JOSEPH JEKYLL, 
THOMAS LANE, 
ARCH. CAMPBELL, 
JOHN ROSEWELL. 

Refolvcd, That the committee of works be df* 
refled to carry into~ei.ecution the meafures they 
propofe for recov ering the balances due to the ho- 
nourable company from Jaggut Ram, Chucker-' 
butty, and the late brick contradlors. 

Fort William, the 19th O&ober 1768. 
Articles of Agreement indented, made and agreed 
_ upon, the 6th of September 1770, between the 
united company of merchants of England tra- 
ding to the Lift Indies, of the one parr, and 
John Robinfon, inhabitant of Calcutta, of the 
other part, vi2. 

1 he laid John Robinfon, for the confederation 
hereunder mentioned, doth hereby for himfelf, his 
* heirs. 
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heirs, executors, and adminlftrators, covenant, 
contraft, and agiee to and w ith the {aid united 
company of merchants of England trading to the 
Eaft Indie?, and their affigns, viz. that the faid 
John Robinlon, his heirs, executors and admim- 
11 ra tors and Tenants and workmen, fiiall and will, 
by the 30th of September 1771, at his own coft 
and charges, and with good and lufiicient materials, 
make, or caufe to be made, on a fpot of grdund 
oppofitc to the town of Calcutta, and no other, for 
the laid united company of merchants of England, 
trading to the Eaft Indies, three hundred lacks 
(38,000,000) of good, hard, and well burnt and 
lawful, bricks, to be all of them full five Inches and 
a half broad, full eleven inches long, and full two 
and one quarter inches thick, when burnt olf, and 
at his own charge deliver, or caufe the fame to be 
delivered, in the following proportions,, at the gaut 
or water-gate of New Foit William ; viz. by the 
3iltDecember 1770 (lacks, 600,0000) by the 31ft 
Ma'rch, one thouiaud feven hundred and feventy- 
one, feventy lacks (lacks 700,0000) by the 30th 
' of June 1771, eighty lacks (8000000) and by the 
30th of September 1771, ninety licks (9000000) 
alto as rrnny broken bricks as the laid united com- 
pany of merchants of. England trading to the E? ft 
Indie';/ or their afligns {hall require. And the faid 
John Robinfon doth futther covenant and agree, to' 
deliver at the gaut of New Fort'William, as afore- 
said, as many Buzar bricks, } made of good and 
iutf&crewt materials, as tire fame {hall be demanded, 
or occafion ilia 11 requite, for carry mg on the build- 
ings there. The faid John Robinfon Jikcwife {hall 
not difpofe of any bricks to the *m habitants, di- 
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rcftly or mdiredlly, without firft obtaining per* 
iiuffiop of the committee of works, until fuel} 
time as the united company of merchants of Eng- 
land trading to the Lalt Indies have received the 
i full quantity contrafied for as above.* ‘In confide- 
rauqn whereof, the faid united company’ of mer- 
chants of England, trading to the Eaft Indies fhall 
truly pay, or caufe to be paid, unto the faid John 
5 EfObmfon, his executors, admimftrators, or aihgns, 
fix Arcot rupees eight annas for every thoufand of 
bricks meafurmg inches broad, 1 1 inches long, 
and full two and a quarter inches thick , and for 
every thoufand of Buzar bricks, Arcot rupees twp 
and five annas, to be made and delivered as afore- 
faid , prov ided they be firft infpe&ed and appro 
yed by fuch perfons as are already appointed by 
, the honourable] committee of works for this puf- 
pofe, who fhall reject all that are not properly 
burnt, or made of good and fufficient materials , 
and moreover fhall be the foie judge of the broken 
bricks. »The united company of, merchants i of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, or their afijgns, 
have gave to the faid John Robinfon,tor for this 
bufinefs, an exclufive grant i of the brick grounds 
on tfiq other fide of them cr, reaching from La n- 
gerall to Bally Creek , and the faid united compa- 
ny of merchants of England trading to the Eaft In- 
dies, or their affigns, do further agree to give the 
faid John Robtnfon immediate payment, upon the 
delivery of his monthly proportions ftipulated as 
above alfo that the laid Tohq Robmfbn fhall be 
fupplicd vfith fire wood, at the rate of i 4 - Arcot 
rupees per hundred maunds, from time to time, by 
the afore faid united company of merchants i of 
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England trading tor he Eaft Indies, or their affigns, 
which the laid John Robinfon is to confider as an 
advance, which is to be deduced from Ins laft pay- 
ment of his fourth proportion of bricks delivered, 
dhc fatd John Robinfon doth further cov enant and 
agree to abide by the Following articles , that in 
t cafe of difputestney are* to be fettled by arbitra- 
i tion, and neither party to have in* their power to 
litigate the piatter in a court of juftice , and that 
they wilL not transfer or make over this contract 
to any perfon or ptrfons whatever , alfo, that m 
cafe 6f inattention and ncglcdt, in executing the 
ccntraft, that the faid united company of mer- 
cl.ants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, or 
their affigns, as atorefaid, fhall be at liberty to 
annul the fame, for the undue performance of the 
above contrafr, '1 he faid united company of mer- 
chants of England trading to the Laft Indies have 
accepted Melfrs. Robert Crawford and David Kil- 
hcan as* fureties far the above John Robinfon, 
bound in apcraltyof eighty-five thoufand feven 
hundred and fifteen current rupees, which is to be- 
come forfeited bn either' qf the above articles not 


being ftriclly abided by, In witnefs y hereof the 
united company of merchants of England tradingto 
the Eaft Indies hayc to ope part of thefe indentures 
fet their common full , and the faid John Robm- 
fon his hand and leal, in Calcutta, by the day and 
year firft above written. » 5t 

(Signed, fealed,and delivered, 
i where no ftamp’d ‘piper is 
to be had, in prefence of us, I 

M (Signed) JOHN ROBINSON. 
TOHN ROSEWELL, < » 

MATTHEW MENDES, 
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We the underwritten furet-ss for John Robinfon, 
do aclvixow ledge to have perilled the «idov e articles, 
and do hereby agree to abide thereby. 

(Signed) ROBERT CRAWFORD, 
DAVID K.ILLICAN. 

, Know 'all men by thefe prefents, that we, Ro- 
bert Cranford and David Killican, of the town of 
Calcutta, inhabitants, are held and firmly bound 
unto the united company of merchants of England 
‘trading to the Eaft Indies, in the penal fum of cur- 
rent rupees eighth-five thoufand feven hundred and v 
fifteen (C. R. 85,71 5) to the true and lawful pay- 
ment whereof we do hereby bind ourfclvcs, our 
heirs, &c.' firmly by thefe prefents. In uitnefs 
whereof we have hereunto fet our hands and feals, 
in Calcutta, this 6th day of September 1770. 

Whereas John Robinfon, of Calcutta, inhabi- 
tant, hath entered into an agreement with the uni- 
ted company of merchants of .England trading to 
the Eaft Indies, to fupply them with three hundred 
larks (30000000) of large, and as many fmall 
bricks as they Avail require, to be delivered at the 
water-gate of New I'ort William, by the 30th of 
September 1771 ; and for which the faid united 
company of merchants of England trading to the 
Kaft Indies arc to pay, orcaule to be paid, to the 
faid John Robinfon, f>r the laTge fort of brick be- 
fore-mentioned, at the rate of fix Arcot rupees 
eight annas ; and for'the fmall, Arcot rupees two 
^ an 1 five Annas per thoufand: And whereas tho 
faid John Robinfon hath covenanted and agreed tu 


Sundry other articles, which are entered at large in 
the agreement aforefaid, which we do hereby^ ac- 
knowledge to have perufed, and thoroughly un- 
derhand the contrail ; and in token, of which \v? 
have fubfcribed our names at the bottom thereof. ' 
Now the condition of this obligation is fuch, that 
if the faid John Rpbmfon, his heirs, executors, or 
adminiftrators, do* and ihall well and truly deliver 
the faid quantity of bricks as abo\ e-mentioned, and 
fully perform all and every of the articles inferted 
in the agreement afore&ia, and according to the 
true intent and meaning thereof, then this obliga-' 
tion to be void. > . p - 

Signed, fealed, and delivered ' j 
where no damp'd paper is ( • 4 

to be had, in prefence of us,. 

JOHN ROSEWELL, ' 

MATTHEW MENDES. 

(Signed) ROBERT CRAWFORD. 
DAVID KILLICAN. 

“ t • v 

To all whom thefe may concern. Be it known, 
tharl, Meton Joys, of Calcutta, inhabitant, do a- 
gree and contrail for the fupplying the honourable 
the united company of merchants of England tra- 
ding to the Raft Indies with three 'lacks of maund? 
buzarof good fand (Md. (300000) and as much 
more as may be wanted, at and after the rate of 
Arcot rupees five for every hundred maunds j which 
faid three lacks Mds buzar of fand, as aforefaid’, 
are to be equal in quantity when delivered, by the 
eftabliftied firrah, computed at one maund ten furs 
°f dry fifted fand buzar weight, to a fample they 

have 
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have put into the hands of the honourable com- 
mittee of works at New Fort William, on or be- 
fore the 30th of September 1771, in monthly pro- 
portions, never lefsthan 20,009 maunds per month. 
In confideratlon of which, the honourable company 
have allowed die faid Meten Joy immediate pay- 
ment, 1 on his deliveries ftipulated as above. On 
failure of fulfilling this contrail, I do agree to pay 
a fine of twenty-five percent, on thei amount of 
whatever may be the deficiency at the time expi- 
red. Witnefs my hand and feal, in Calcutta, this 
.firft day of Oilober, 1770. 

Signed, fealed,and delivered, 
where no fiamp’d paper is- 
to be had, in prefence of us, 

JOHN ROSEWELL, 

JOHN S 1 MMERMAN. 

(Signed) METON JOY (L. S.) 

Know all men by thcfe prefents, that we Lulcey 
Condutt, and Gopy Tagore, of Calcutta, inhabi- 
tants, are held and firmly bound to the united com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to the Eaft 
Indies, in the penal fum of eighteen thoufand ru- 
pees (Ar. r 8000) to the true and lawful payment 
of which we do hereby bind ourfehes, our heirs, &c. 
firmly, by thcfe prefents. In witnefs whereof we 
have hereunto fet our hands and feals in Calcutta, 
this firft day of Oilober 1 770. 

Whereas Meten Joy, of Calcutta, inhabitant, 
hath agreed to fupply the honourable company 
with three lacks of nuunds buzar of good fand, 

(300000) 
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^docoo) and as much more as may be wanted, at 
the rate of fi\ e Arcot rupees per hundred maunds* 
Which he is fo receive payment for as delivered 
Now the condition of this obligation is fuch, that 
if the above mentioned Melon Joy, tin 11 wall and 
truly comply with his contrail made with the ho- 
nourable company, in all refpe&s, then this obli- 
gation to be void, and of no effeft , or clfe to re-* 
mam in full force and virtue. 

Signed, fealed, and delivered, ( 
where no ftamped paper is 
to be had, in vefencc of usj 
JOHN RGSEWEEL, 

JOHN SIMMRRMAN, 

(Signed) LUCKY CONDUTT, (L S,) 
GOPY 1 AGORE, (L^.S) 

Know all men by thefe prefents, that we Djpa- 
neram lagoie, andDutteram, of Calcutta, inha- 
bitants, are held and firmly bqund unto the honour- 
able and united company of merchants of England 
trading to the Cap Indies, their fen ants or alligns, 
in the penal fum of Arcot rupees, (200,000) to 
the true and lawful pa)mentof which we do here- 
by bind ourfelves, our heirs, &c and alligns, firm- 
ly by thefe prefents In uitnhL \ hereof wc have 
hereunto* fet ourhands and^feals, m Calcutta, this 
12th O&oLer 1770 

Whereas Tilhrum Purgafij , of Calcutta, inha- 
bitant, at his ou n folicilqtion and requeft, has been 
accepted, and is appointed, banjan to the honour* 
■able committee of works nt Fort William n fore fa id, 
we the fmd Dupanerain Tngorc and Dutt-nm, tliatr 
^ ol IV S R the 
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the faid Telleratn Purgafiy may honcftly and juftly 
difcharge the duties of the {aid office of ban) an, to 
the committee afore-mentioned, and in order to* 
prevent any illegal, illicit, fraudulent or unfair 
practices from being committed by him, or with 
his confent, knowledge, privacy, concurrence, or 
connivance, do hereby bind ourfelvcs as his fure- 
ties, in the full and juft funi of Arcot rupees one 
hundred thoufand. 

Now the condition of this obligation is fucb, that 
if the above-mentioned Tilleram Purgafly fliall 
well and truly, honeftly and juftly, difcharge the 
duties of the office of- banyan to the honourable 
committee of works as aforefaid, then this obliga- 
tion to be void and of no effeit, or clfc to remain 
in full force and virtue, 

Signed, fealed, and delivered, 
where no damped paper is to 
be had, in the prclenceofus* 

JOHN RObEWELL, 

JOHN SIMMERMAN. 

(Signed) DUPANARA1N TAGORE, (L. S.) 

DUTTERAM, (L. S.) 

We flatter ourfelvcs our readers will acquire a 
fufiicicnt information of all the civil, military and 
judicial transitions in India, from the papers laid 
before the fecret and the felcdt committee, ap- 
pointed by the houfc of commons, the molt eflen- 
tial cxtrafls of which, we have taken from this na- 
tional inquiry. The feverc animadverfions of co- 
lonel Burgovne, the chairman, on the conduit of 
the noble lord and the other inflruments of his 

ijftcm 
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fyftem of rapacloufneft, injuftice and oppreffion, * 
in hijf memorable fpeech, calculated to bring to 
public judice and rcllitudon the wealthy culprit ; 
and the daring and elaborate’ vindication of the no- 
ble delirquent,' generally thought to have been* 
Written by a great plaufible lawyer/ make thecon- 
clufion of thisriong fcrutjny. 

The good fortune of lord Clive is more remar-, 
kablein this int}ance, than in any other period of 
his life. K[s not only was acquitted honourably, 
but received the thanks of the houle of commons 
for the great ferwees his lordlhip had rendered to 
the nation and the company, whilft intrufted with 
the fupreme command in India. Thus his wealth 
and intereft difperfedin an inll&nt, the clouds that , 
had hung folonga while over his head, and which 
threatened a ftorm, that might have cruihed him 
to atoms with indelible difgrace and infamy. We 
think proper for the fitisfettion of our readers to 
infert here fuch parts as confirms the opinion of 
ihe difficulty of bringing to condign puniffimentf. 
public depredations. - 

On Tuefday March the 9th, 1773, there' was 3 
very full houtcic the houle of commons, being the 
day appointed to confiderof the _Eaft India compa- 
ny’s petition for relief ; and after reading feveral 
papers relative to the fubjett, lord North fpoke to 
the follo\y in g purport. *• * 

* 1 • r 

“ Before .fix, wo enter Into a difeuffion of the 
gaft India company Vaffiursl I ffiall beg leave to 

mak* 
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make a few remarks upon an opinion which has 

‘gained ground abroad, refpefting a fuppofed right 
the company have to demand and expeft afiiftance 
from parliament. 

♦ “ It has, fir, with a great fiiew of confidence, 
keen afierted, that the Income agreed to be paid 
by the company to government was excefiive, was 
advantageous to the flate, and, the company's af- 
fairs confidered, was more than they could pofiibly 
afford, doing juftice to the feveral proprietors of 
flock. Takmg this pofition for granted, it hath 
been argued, that as the flate, by exa&ing the fti- 
pulated income from the company, hath been ae- 
ceflary to its diftrefs, the flate in juftice, is bound to 
afford the afiiftance ncccflary to extricate the com- 
pany out of thofe difficulties in which at prefent it 
is involved. Now, fir, this pofition is altogether 
falfe, and of courfe the confequencc deduced from 
it is equally remote from truth. The pofition is 
falfe, for the income agreed to be paid by the Eaft 
India company to the flate, fo far from being ad- 
vantageous, was by no means an equivalent for 
thofe articles of the revenue which the flate gave up 
when' it accepted the ftipend of 400,000k in lieu 
thereof. As to this being a larger fum than the 
company, confidering the then flate of their finan 7 
ces, couldafford, was that, fir, the fault of the mi- 
niftry ? was the flate to blame ? did not the com- 
pany of Its own accord make the propofal ? the 
iirft advances came not from government, but 
from the company ; the company prayed then, as 
now, the afiiftance of government ; the company 

• knew', or ought to have known, the ftrength of its 
own refourccs i and if the ftipend offered was more 
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than it could with convenience dlfcharge, it was 
yet lefs than the ftate had a right to require, con- 
fide ring the value thole articles of the revenue gi- 
ven up, as I before obferved; in lieu of the fum 
propolcd by the company to be annually paid to 
government. For my part, lir, I declare, I was 
at the firft, a\crfe to giving ear to any propofal of 
the kind ; I was^ in hopes the company’s diftrefies 
were not what l have fince found them to be ; and 
therefore, that without the interpolation of parlia- 
mentary aid, they might be redrefled j but when 
prefted by the company on the one hand, ( and the 
infight I daily gained into its deplorable fituation 
on the other, I found it neceflary for fomething to 
be done to fave the company .from a fituation little 
fhort of abfolute bankruptcy 5 then, fir, 1 liftened 
to the propofal, but fo far. from an exa&ion it was 
only an acquiefcence on the part of government to 
the company r s repeated an'd carneft iolicitations. 

. <e The jufticc then, fir, of the date’s at all in- 
terfering on a fuppofition of its having been accef- 
lary to the company’s diftrefies, is an idea utterly 
repugnant to the matter of fad. As to the right the 
date has to interpofe its authority founded on its 
prior claim to all territorial acquiiitions made by a 
body of its fubje&s. I Ibal! fay but little, though 
I might be fully juftified in maintaining this right 
even in the moft abfolute fenfe 5 for, fir, many 
men far my fuperiorsin abilities, in learning, and 
knowledge of the laws, have declared themfehes 
<?f this opinion, and fcruple not to exprefs them- 
felves clearly on this head, that “ fuch territorial 
p offefiicns as the fubjeds of any ftate fliall acquire 
\>J conqusft, qre virtually the property of , the 
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$ate, and not of thofe individuals • who acquire* 
them.” I am however, hr, now only r eating the 
Opinion of others as well as myfclf j.but whether 
\ve allow or not, that the l£aft India company hath'zt 
claim of juftice to be relieved/ it certainly will 'on 
all hands be readily granted} that in policy wc 
ought, if poflible/ to extricate from its dijficulties a 
company fo confequential to that date, andcondu- 
cive, when under proper 4 regulations,' ro the good 
of that whole of which it is ail illuftrious'parr. . i 
** It is fome time, 'fir/ ‘fince a bill was framed, 
which it was imagined would greatly contribute to 
reflify the dlforders complained of in India j but 
fir, the difficulty of appointing the judges; toge* 
ther with the want of proper information concern- 
ing the immenfc and complicated fyftem of ma- 
nagement carried on in Bengal,' to which, if wc 
add an ignorance of the realcaufcs which contribu- 
ted to occafion the company's misfortunes} thefe 
obftaclcs prevented the application of what then 
v.as thought might prove art adequate remedy, and 
in the fcqucl, the bill was loft. - Wc' arc now, fir; 
to confidcr; -as' fomethirig in- policy ought, what 
can be done for* the relief of the 'company j but 
even now we (hall not be able to enter deeply into 
the affair j wc ftiall not be able to probe the dif- 
cafe to the bottom j we are not fufnclcntly acquaint- 
ed with its nature to preferibe, as flalful phyfici- 
an«, any 'thing' which may effeminate, a radical 
cure. In flrort, fir, we flifl want the ncccftary in- 
formation. Your committees open and fecret, have 
done all that men could do ; with an unwearied 
diligence and perfevcrancc almoft unparalleled, the 
latter hath performed every' thing which could be 
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expefted ; it hath done honour to its inftitutors, 
by fully anfwerinjj the end of its inftitution : £ufc 
flill, fir, there is much to come to light ; at pre- 
fent fulpicton only authorizes us to fay, that from, 
the malverfation of the company’s fervants abroad, 
and perhaps the culpability of iome of its leading 
agents at home, there is an abfolute neceflity for 
an immediate intergofitiom 

“ Far, fir, be it from me to intend a reflec- 
tion upon any particular man or fet of men, \v c 
have no pofmve evidence of guilt, though ftrong 
enough prefumptive tojuftifyus in fuppofing that 
in a country where the temptation to err is fo pow- 
erful, and the hopes of eicaping with impunity fo 
flattering, matters have not been conduced by the 
company’s fervants with that fairnefs and propriety 
they ought. Let, however, fir, the guilt of indi- 
viduals be ever fo great, the company is an obje& 
of two much national conference to be overlook- 
ed. A company*, fir, the annual receipt of which 
amounts to almoft four millions, and which exports 
Britifli articles to the amount of four hundred rhou- 
fand pounds. Such a company is of too great a con- 
fequence, confidered in a commercial light, not to' 
call for our attention to its welfare. I will, fir, 
ftate the affairs of the company. [Here he made a 
Very accurate eftimate -of the nett profits of the 
company for feveraj years paft j and after Shewing 
thedecreale of profits, and gradual deficiencies in- 
curred * after declaring it as a fa&, that the com- 
pany had propofed a dividend at the very time it 
was in little better than ?n infolvent ftate, his lord- 
fliip concluded thus.] From hence, fir. I am war- 
ranted 
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ranted to declare, jliat ia September the conipiny 
will be deficient 1,300,4251. i_ ( w , 

“ Now, iir, various plans have been propofed 
tome to relieve the company j^the^rft isj.that 
they might li borrow what money^they want n upon 
bonds but this is a method I ' can by no,mpnps 
approve of, for,. iir, they .have already, flretched 
their credit too far. Another expedient' has ( been 
luggefted, which is the “ funding thepqrnpany’s 
bills but' this, fir, would by no mcans.iefie# 
what is wanted, an immediate relief ; tljp compa- 
ny’s bills are ditfufed through a variety, of funds, 
this expedient therefore would require a Iength<,$>f J 
time to bring about die end propofed. ^.Laltly^t 
has been fuggefted, that, as /‘the, dirc&qrs- -and 
managers of the company mull’ Jia\ e 'been r fqnie 
how hr other to blame, f if is. but .juflL that they 
'fhould chiefly contribute to extricate?, the .company 
out of thofc diftrefles, to plunge' it "ln'whjc^JLheti: 
flagrant "mifeonduft has 'contributed/ - But, fir, 
every man at firft fightwill percetve,the, futility of 
this propofal, for during the interval, fpent in get- 
ting at proofs of the guilt pf the culprits, the com- 
•pany may be ruined beyond even a pofiibility of 
redemption. On the whole, fir, after revolving 
again and 'again this fubjedt in my mind, I am 
more and more convinced than an inflantaneous 
flep fhould be taken, and that it is fjr thainterefl: 
even of the public, that the public iliould afiift the 
company; not, houever, without taking- the ne- 
ceffary precautions to- present the like dtfafters 
from befalling the company in future ; not without 
reftraining the dividend to a certain afiemnent, nor 
\ct without providing, that in cafe the managers 
' of 
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t>f the company fliould negleft To to regulate their 
affairs, as effectually to rectify the abide* which at 
prefent fubfift, that then, at the time public grants 
an aid t of money, the grant may be accompanied 
with parliamentary aid to remedy the evils com- 
plained of. 

" I did, fir, flatter myfclf that fome plan of 
of this kind, fome falutary fcheme of reforma- 
tion., would have been propofed j I could have 
wifhed it had originated from the company, and 
not from parliament; but as it is, fir, taking the 
precautions above intimated for my guide, I fhaU 
beg leave to purpofc the following motions to the 
coniideration of this houfe, and ihould they be 
.affented to, we fliall then have an opportunity, 
feflion after feflion, of making ourielves fuch 
thorough matters of Eaft India aflat is, that we fliall 
be well enabled to adopt thofe plans only, which, 
by alleviating the paft, may prevent the future 
misfortunes of a company, to Contribute to the laft- 
ing welfare and profpeiiry of which has been my 
defire, and fliall be my endeavours* 

“ I fliall now r , flr, read the rcfoluiions I have to 
propofe. 

[Here he read the refolutions, which were to 
the following purport :] 

“ That it is the opinion of this houfe, that the 
afiairs of the Eaft India company are in fuch a 
ftate as to require parliamentary alfiftance, 

“ That a loan of a fum of money is necefiary to 
reinftate the company’s affairs. 

“ That a fupply of 1,400,000k be granted to 
the company. 

Vox.. IV/ 3 S “ Provided 
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** Provided, at the fame time, due care (halt 
be taken, that the neceflary regulations be adopt- 
ed to prevent the company’s experiencing the like 
exigencies in future. 

After Lord North had finifiied his fpeechwith 
declaring the refofutions he had to propole, Mr. 
Dowdefwell thus addrefied the houfe : 

Mr. Dowdefwell.] The noble lord, with a perf- 
picuity peculiar to miitfelf, hath dated the compa- 
ny's affairs, and proved, I believe, fir, to the fit- 
tisfa&ion of every man prefent, that without al~ 
moft inftantaneous relief, the company is in a fair 
way of being totally undone. I am, fir, fo well 
convinced of the propriety of our inttrpofition, 
that { rife not to oppofe the noble lord’s refutations, 
but to make a few remailis upon fomc exprelfions 
let fall in his fpccch. — The deplorable fituation of 
the India company Jnth been painted both with- 
in and w ithout doors in lively colours ; bur, fir, 
who hath been more immediately acccfiary to its 
di (defies? Hath not the profneft of immenfe 
wealth tempted its own iervants to ranfack, as it 
were, the bowels of the very mother that bore 
them? Hath not admtniftrauon, the prefent I 
mean, firetched forth its rapacious hands to fetae 
upon the wealth of the company ? \\ ho then can 
wonder at its diftrefles? Who can be furprized at 
the ruin which awaits this once’flourHhiug body 
corporate ? But, fir, the noble lord is pleafed to talk 
of the territorial acquifitions of this company as o£ 
“ right and juflice belonging to the fiate.” I in' 
this particular differ (b much from the noble lord, 
that 1 think tfefe pofitvon utterly repugnant to truth* 
and, in behalf of an injured company, I here (land 

up 

I 
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up to di favour fuel) notions as inconfiftent with the 
chartered lights of the company, as hwonliftenc 
with common juifrcc, .ffid as sncotiftilcni- whit elm 
encouragement which lhould e*. er be' given in a 
commercial Hate, to companies of iucli confe^uancj 
as that trading to the Kali Indie*. Tm\ fir, is 
ail 1 have at prelcnt to fay uj*m the fubjcJt, with 
rcfpecl to the rvfolutions proofed by the noble 
lord, I am too much a friend to the company to 
oppofe them in. n fingle infuncc. 

Mr* Domplter.] Unwilling to occupy the time 
of the houfc, I fhall, lir, Le a* brief and conciie 
as poilible. — The noble lcrd dropped 3n exprel- 
lion, which, I confef^, gave me greater furprife 
than any thing I over remember to luvc heard 
fined had the honour of fitting -in this houle. 
He W3S pleafed to fay, lir, that “ the Kart India 
company had no claim of jullico for relief." To 
what, in the name of goodnd*., doth this afibrtion 
amount? knot the Kail India company a trading 
company? Have not the benefits accruing from its 
-trafnc been immenfe to this kingdom? and lhr.ll 
\.e lay, nay ; fhall we hear it from the mouth of 
adminiilradon itfclf, that, in Uriel juluce, wo 
ought not to attend to the commercial intercfls of 
Great Britain 5 For v. hat, fir, do we by relieving 
•the company, except putting it in a lituatioa of 
benefiting the ftato by iucommrrce ? jet, lir, ac- 
cording to the noble lord, this is nor a matter of 
juft ice, blit of policy merely, that i ; of conveni- 
ence to fame portyi if fuch he zho language of 
office, it differs, fir, fo much from my fontimencs, 
tnst I fhould think my felt deficient in point of 
duty, did I not totally difdaim the idea as incon- 
* ‘ - ~ S reus. 
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gruous, and the propofition as an abfurdity in 
terms, although art abfmdity of a dangerous ten- 
dency.- — kdpe&ing the territorial acquifition, of 
the company, there 1 alio, lir,' I entirely .dilfer in. 
opinion from the noble lord j and, ** I err, can 
plead as" 1 well as the-noble lord rcfpcclable authority 
asafanclion fot my\ error. Several gentlemen, 
wolMfUlled iiTth’elaws of their country, have 
advimued it as their opinions that the company 
liave^n undoubted, clear, and an cxcluftvc right 
to 'th6‘ territories ‘poliefled in' India, whether ac- 
quired- by conqueft or othdr wile. 1 I have notv, lir, 
a gentlemhn in my cj e, who formerly held the 
fame opinion ; he is now indeed, in office, and 
whether 9 change of lituation may have io far 
operated upon lus intcllcdls as to change his ftnti- 
ments in this particular, I cannot determine. 
However, fir, this is not the time to debate the 
propofition, it is not properly' before us; uJ^cn it 
is 1 llnll enter the lifts a chainpion'for the company’s 
rights, and 1 will llicvv thit to maintain the noble « 
lord's pofition, is to maintain that the charters, of., 
corporate bodies may be violated at plcalure,. fet 
at nought with impunityV and abrogated whenever v 
it can lerve the pftrpofcs of government. 

Afr. Edtnund^Burhc then got up, and calling 
the chairman, • liy* nriftalte. Sir Charles White- 
worth, a laugh’ prevailed through the houfe , at , 
length the of the members being 

fon.cwlut compoftd, 'Air. Burke proceeded .is 
folhitts »1 ?•»»•» ‘‘ 

Air.* Ulmund'' Burke,”] Inftancev, it* fecnv?, of 
h,rd)iy are pevtfr td'beWrnring in this houfi, ; 
h^r pr(.»jvji afford upon record, 1 , 

.i ..rt 11 '• - ^ ' 
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do beg that the refolutions propofed by the noble 
lord may be a little attended' to. It may be 
thought a trifling requeft, but I cannot think that 
triflirig, ttye omtlEon of which might tend to an 
impeachment of our underftmdings. Sir, if I 
comprehend the meaning of the noble lord's mo- 
tion, ( tt 1 is ‘as follows : It is firft aliened, that a 
fupply i£ neceflary to relieve the company ; you 
nex!t 'i^ree, now to vote them a fupply though in 
the fourth moticr^t is exprefly aliened, that the 
cdrhphn^ fhali'not have the fupply, unlefs, at the 
fame tinfe', due care fhall be taken that the regu- 
lations are made, occ.” > , 

Pray, fir, ^vho is to make. thefe regulations? 
The,fentence , js' , jmperfonalj it provides that due 
care fhall betaken ; bur never fays by whom. I 
would farther afk, fir, w;bat aic we to underfiand 
bythephrafe, “ at the fame time?” It cannot, 
mean now, that we are .voting the money necefia- 
ry, <becaufe no due care has been taken, no regu- 
lations are^now made ; and yet, fir, it ought to 
mean, at. the very inflant the money is voted ne- 
cefiary, or it becomes arrant nonefnfe , for con- 
fider, fir, ** provided at the fame time due care 
fhall be taken," implies a conditional contingency, 
which may or may not happen, for due C3re may 
or may not be, taken. So that we are now going to 
grant the public mon^y upon thq ftrength of a con- 
ditional contingency which may not come to pafs, 
the’ upon the abfolute neceffity only of the contin- 
gency’s happening^the money is voted. My God, 
fir * what informal, 1 delufive, , unparliamentary, 
illegal, incoherent fluff is this! I afk again, fir, 
\vhois to take this due care? who is to make thefe 

wonderful 



wonderful regulations? .Parliament confeilcs, in 
plain terms, its total inability ; for with all your 
lcc ret, y our felctSl, and your open committees, it 
appears by your own confeffion you have. done 
what amounts to nothing. It is from you, then, 
that we are to expett thefe regulations, and this 
due care? No; you confcis that you wifli the' re- 
gulations may -come , from the company ; they are, 
.you lay, better qualified ; fo that with relpeft to 
4 thofc matters, the cafe fbnds thus : Parliament 
, wants fenfe ; the Eaft India company wants (what 
is too often a fubftitute for fenfe) money. Parlia- 
ment, out of its abundant rcfources, agrees to fup- 
ply the company with money, “ provided at the 
fame time” (tha.t is, fome time hereafter) thfe 
company will furni/h parliament with "as much 
fenfe as they may think adequate to the fupply 
advanced. It feems as if you was at laft confcious 
of your deficiencies, for confide ring the Hate of 
the nation at prefent, 1,400,000!. is alum that 
ought to purchafe a good deal of fenfe. May 
the company furnifk you with fome fenfe of the 
flerling kind! with fitch an excellent, commodity 
that you may be gaincis by the bargain ! if I 
thought that would be die cafe, I would vofe for 
the prefent fupply with prodigious alacrity, and, 
think if the bell bellowed money the public has 
• for fome years parted with ; but, I do befeech you' 
to cortcil that ungrammatical jargon in which the • 
motions arc contained ; for fince (contrary to the 
idea conveyed bv the terms) we are not to undcr- 
lland “at ihe fame time” tt> mean tne prefent 
now, <0 irftantc,* but fome indefinite, ..unlimited 
time hereafter j < fincc this is the cafe, take care, l ‘ 



C 499 1 

fay, that after you Imt furniflied the money, t/ « 
company fhoula not yei form their conditions, by 
furmihmg you with the fenfe. t 

1 declare I am far from intending this in a lu- 
dicrous light, I think it a matter ot ierious con- 
ftqucnce the company ha\e applied to parlia- 
ment for pecuniary rebel , you pals relolution a td 
rehear them, they go away iatisfied , their af- 
fairs arc luppoftd to be now rcinftated, and their 
flock is affected thereby Yet here is a condition^ 
e\prelly tacked to the grnt, of which they are. 
not apprized 1 he condition is not performed , 
thev r^c3i\c not t ie grant as expected , and thus, 
like a bibble blown up m the air, their hopes va~ 
mlh, their deluhvc golden dream expires If this, 
is not the fait \ ithout exaggeration, upon an in- 
timation of the houfi’s conceii mg it m a duftrent 
manner, 1 am ready and willing to refract my 
error 

Lord North ] The honourable gentlem-n is 
plealed to bo laccttcus It ispoflibb, lir, that we 
may fiand greatly m n"ed of fenfe, bi t it is rot 
altogether fo extrcmclv ckar, that tl e Eaft India 
company lo much abounds in that commodity , 
their w«.nts of another kind perhaps arc proofs of 
this, for had they had more fenfe, tney might 
net now hav e been fo dcflitute^of money 

With refpeft to what the gentleman linds fiulc 
with, lean only lay, th-t to poor apprchcnl ons 
the meaning of the obnoxious fentenpe is e ».t £. r e- * 
ly clear We firft refolvc to furndh the comp iy 
with money , but the exprefs condition of theic ic 
ceiling that money is their or our taking cate, 

“ at the fame time," to frame fuch regulation^ a — 

ma^ 
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may keft prevent the 1 return of finular evils \rpod 
the company. } The Ivord (tl provided” J does by 
no means imply a condition , I will not trefpals 
longer upon the houfe , f I have propofed my mo- 
tions,’ and if any gentleman has others more like- 
ly to anfwer the end, 1 am ready to hear, t and 
take the fenfc of the houfe upon them.' '* 
Mr. Edmund Burke.] There are many gentle- 
men now in this houfe, accurately acquainted with 
curafts of parliament; and if one of them will 
Hand up, and tell me w what otherYenfe than that 
of a condition the word tc provided” is ufed 1 in all 
ftipulated articles of agreement, 1 (hall be ( infinite- 
ly obliged to him. The noble lord may be anex- 
cellent ftatefman , but’from what he his juft/ now 
let fall, 1 will truft him in any thing but an| expla- 
nation of the meaning of a word in his 1 native lan- 
guage lam fure the gentleman \idid , fits ne^t 
him (Mr. Dyfon) never helped him to the terms 
in which the motions ^re drawn. > 1 * 1- 

Mr. William Burke ] We were called fog^theV 
early in the feafon, to confider oTthe^ “regulations 
which the doble lord informs ’us, 1 a re’ylt’ in the 
womb of time. Our adjburnmcnts have bccrid^ort^ 
our meetings frequent ,' l our committed oil ’India 
ajfhirs many, jet* what has all this' prbduced ? 
what by the fenftble jpartef the world was expected^ 
nothing. We are, as 1 urderftand, lo fit here for 
^ many months longer, inkhe fultry mdnths^ for the 
benettt of olir healths ; But\vfu.n thefe fame regu- 
lations relative 'to 7 the Eaft Indii com piny are to 
fke^phee, Hbigen alone can tell ^ the lan- 
guage of the motions they ftioold commence no v, 
’tl it we are abojt to rcfolve the money necefiary , 

by 



by the language of the'minifter it is not now, but at 
fome future ^determinate, period j fo thatthp writ- 
ten and the .verbal . fiile, of, the,miniftebyRries cot^t 
ftderably,,., unlcfs/jlike.. } reading it backwards, \v ( e 
be^in'.with' .the .motion which has ( the.lafl,plaqe a^- 
figp^ta jf by'fpj:. n^ble , lOfd, ^ though’ it t is firft ta 

of, Recounting for. tJie hpnoura^le gentlem^n’^iytf. 
take '(&jlmund~ Burke^ who Ypoke » bdlj v 

unlefs' by. r earring' it to.th^mor.^ne fet 
he ( really, ^|jr, fakes' you for /rr^Cha^Ies t Whdwor|L 
pnd tht$fqr‘a committee of ^upply^ .(Ajlo^d laugh . 

I can } cbh$tibutR to the^opd. humour of^hejioufe, 
aSrl‘think km aufplcious onjeh In our, favour; ,bu$, 
fir,' 1 r'qipuld hayefecn a pfurd indeed* hajd'^tRlten 
fuch a conimittqe as‘thV for^commifieejO? fupply, 
thpugK', I know ? not t that 1 . fiiould *haye ^eiep^fd 
cenfure for miftakin^yo’it. for fir Charles ^Vhifj-- 

-} vp t rl !h." x •/ .> ~V' V <y/r r-VfV 

• ^Onrhc 26 th of Apr|l f whqr lord Nojrjj obferyed 
that/, throughout, the whole examination’ which the 
ji^ufe, had mad^bf theEafl^Ipdia bufinefs,’ nothing 
cqulcf have been more attentive ’to their in rereft 
than himfelf in ( his motions ; and alfo the Houle in 
acceptingjhem. That it was evident, the public 
would fuffer from the very faulty way in which the 
company bad conducted thei r, affairs,, ^vep to the 
„ lofs of 400,000!. a year ; and how, ipftead of; that* 
receipt, .werpobljged, in policy, , to lend the com- 
pany near four times tli3t Aim. . Thar, although in 
future there was a profpc&of a large advantage on 
Vol. IV. 3 T , the 
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the fide of the public, fo there ought certainly to 
be on every confideration. That he had now, in 
a general purfuance of thefe favourable ideas of the 
company, a propofal to make, which would be 
wholly to their advantage. It was to allow the 
company to export fuch part of the tea at prefect 
in their warehoufes, as they fliould think proper, 
duty-free. This would be prodigioufly to the ad- 
vantage of the company, as they had at prefent 
above iy,coo,copIb. by them. The convening a 
part of it into money would greatly cafe them, and 
be attended with thole good confequencesv. hich are 
now fo neccflary to re-eftablilh their affairs. That 
this meafure would be icflcmng the revenue of the 
cyitoms ; yet he had propofed ir merely with a 
view to give the company all pcffible'affiftance, 
Tihis was agreed to. 

On the 3d of May, after Mr. C. Boulton had 
prefented the Eafl India company’s petition, dated 
the 30th of April, again It the limitation of the 
company’s dividend, there was little clfe in the 
houlc than a fccne of altercation and recrimination 
between lord Clive and Mr. Sullivan, and other 
gentlemen concerned in the direction of the India 
company. But, the cummons being rcfolvcd into 
a committee of the whole In » ufo to take into confi- 
derasion the affairs of the Eafi India company, lord 
North opened ! he debate with a Jong fpeeth, much 
of which confified of general reafoning, but con- 
tained the fublUncc of icicral motions which were 

be the bufinefsof the day. His Icidfisip, among 
01 Im tl mgs p mpo fed, 

Tii-r 
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That thfi court of direifiors fliould, in future, be 
elected for four years, li~ members annually , l ut 
none to hold their feats longer than for four years. 

Thu no perfon Ihould vote it the election of thd 
dtre&ors who had not pofluTed their flock twclvd 
months. 

That the {lock of qualification fliould, inftead of 
500I be 1000k 

That the mayor's court of Calcutta fliould be 
for the future confined to fmall mercantile caufes, 
to which only its jurifdtttxon extended before the? 
territorial acquifmon 

Then in lieu of this court, thus taken away, a 
new one be eftabhflied, confifimg of a chief juftice 
and three puifne judges. 

That thele judge a be appointed by the crown 

ThataTupcnonty be given to the prcfidency of 
Bengal over the other prefi lencies in India 

Upon the firft propofmen of the ckdhon of the 
directors fur four years, luslordlhip remarked, thac 
in the prefent Hate of the company, fcne gentlemen 
of the direction verc fo lliockcd by the fhortnefs 
of their term, that if they were willing to come 
intoiny permanent plan, they could notice it car- 
ried into execution, from the attention they arc ob- 
liged to give to caballing for their re-elcdhon. 

Ihar, m regard to the fecond propofitidn, hd 
thought the ternf of fix months too fliort fbr a qu„a 
lificatiou to vote, as it did not preclude temporary 
purchalcs of (lock, merely for an opportunity of 
voting, rliat the 4 ua hfi catl0n of ^ool was too 
fmall a pittance of a foitune to entitle a man. to 
vote for directors , for which reafon, he thought 
that 1000I would be more proper* 

Rcfpedfcmg 
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j’ktfppiling' ih‘c contradtion of the mayor’s court* 
he'obfcrvedr it was no mpre than reducing its jurif- 
didtion to ‘that circle to 1 which it was’accuftoqied 
before .the great acquifitions were made*; that it 
was a, court confiding of /merchants and' traders, 
jpntj ’therefore' ‘evidently , improper for the*' trial of 
thdfifmariy great /and momentous 'matrerc ‘which 
now' mull come * before it; that fch thefc 'rcafons 
tic ercdtfon ofa new judicature was abfolutcly nc- 
ceflqry Ji.thac the judges .of that court ought cer- . 
taihly to be ' appointed by the king} hot only as a 
matjer of propriety} 1 butjtq'giye a' weight and con- 
sequence to their, dcctfions.' v“* • j, 

„ i .With . refpe£l/to the fuperiorify- to be’givcn-to 
/one pVpfjdehcy oyerlhercff.'it was onl^ to concern 
general affairs, not 'matters of internal ‘regulation 1 ; 
but h^prefenc'it was Vfyftdm of canfufiori, , ‘foi tl h 
had been known that 1 onefprefidep’cy 5 had been go- 
ing towar.witha /country power, at the very time 
jhat another .was', concluding peace with-, the -fame 
-.pmver,^ A cbntfadidtiorrj too ' glaring to be "fup- 
'gorfed. .[ ‘ t -- • 3 -'’ ; ! 

^■ His lordfiiip further bbfefved/a regulation would 
be heceffary , 1 ? oblige the company} whenever they 
• received advices from the governor 1 and council of 
JBengal, to communicate them Immediately to’ the 
treat ury,J or the fecretaries of ftare>.!that the public 
jfijgljt know ‘in what manner their 'affairs -'went on, 
.arid what' neceflities arofc in! Bengal. 4 '' 1 " 4 ‘ * , ! *'** 
v -u ; FJ? remarked,' that} although thefc' regulations 
, $? u )d gp/ar towards a reformation, f yeHc was not 
•to ,1j>e expe&e'd that the* work '.was .’to-' be'dont* at 
. once —and over on the/- contrary, that he believ- 
Bengal would 'demand their attention annually ; 

’ ’ ~ ‘ • * that ' 



that a regular and fixed attention \iould alone an* 
fwer tjie greatjdemand there would J be' upon con* 
trouling power-, but that he, doubted not the houfd 
would, give i£ ' ,,i,‘ ,;v-' ; 

He noted the necemey of* obliging the compa- 
ny's fe^vants to lend hqme‘ all their fortunes in the 
jfhips of jhq company, 'under ^ eav y, penalties’; and 
touched upop the gre'atneiscf fortunes fo^quickly 
made in the Eaft Indies, as mifchievouS to the pbba 
, r ; 

|_,ord Clive then got up, ahd foheited the indul- 
gence of the houfc to ^fewT'fadts which\had been 
partially ftated 5 and, hs he was^ pleading^br what 
was dcarejj cq him than life, his J reputajion^ he'jb'o- 
ped.the committee, would patiently hear him i * He 
thej]j\vent through one of the reports of the^ fecrct 
Committee^ and, quoted 1 1, thole,, different pafiages 
/which concerned hi mV ^Hislqrdfhip was very, par;- 
ticularpn examining the rdporc \ and^ 1 m anfwer'co 
thofe 'different paffages which a^cufe'd him of ap- 
propriating part^of the revenues of Bengal ;‘he read 
extracts of the nabob* s > letter to him 1 as prefident'of 
Jhejfeled committqe, ^of the committee’s /Otter to 
tbejdire&pr?, and finallyjhe'dire&'ors letter of f ap- 
p rob at ion jjo him, J His lord nfip''afcer\vards'* ob- 
•f?rved,;t/iat trained inaTcho’ol of war and politics, 
as he^hatl beep for twenty yearsi he was now in the 
fchool qf philofbpjiy and if patience was a virtue, 
he had no doul^r of being very virtuous mdeed.^He 
enlarged T very, fully on the nufcondult* of* the 
'directors i- v and after arraigning in the fevertlt 
2 terms the J unpardonable rcmfflncfs of former admi- 
mfirapons, in neglecting the affairs of the Ind/a 
company, he declared, that the nufmanagemenr . 
- ' " abroad 
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abroad was founded upon mifmanagement at home< 
He then entered very particularly into the malevo- 
lence and artifice ofhis enemies, and, to prove the 
zeal with which one of them attacked him, he read 
part of a converfation between the late deputy 
chairman and one of the firft clerks in the India 
lioufe, in which the late deputy chairman (Sir 
George Colebrook) fays, thefe remarkable w ords, 

* I want to mark the man, (meaning his lordlhip). 
Lord Clive proceeded to exculpate himfclf, and 
declared, he went out to India the lalt time, pro- 
mifing not to add a {hilling to his fortune, either 
directly or wdirefUy, and which he declared 
to God he bad religioufly obferved. His lcrdfhip 
ironically complimented the vail extent of abilities 
of lord North, m* limiting the continuance of the 
territorial acquifitions in the company Ypoflcflion 
for fix years. He faid, he might call his lordfhip 
the lion of governmentj and the India company" 
the jackal!, or lion’s provider ; that he had already 
feized upon three quarters, and no doubt, but 
when the Hon had been out hunting, and was re- 
turning hungry, that the remaining quarter would 
be Jeizcd alio ; that- he Hood there as an indepen- 
dent man, ready to give government every ho- 
nourable alliftance ; that that he would do, and 
farther would not be expected of him, wtthrefpecfc 
to the Eatl India company ; that he lamented their 
fituation ; that they had long bten tampered by' 
with quacks, even till they wcie reduced 10 an ab- 
folute conlumption, anu had thrown themfeivcs «r 
upon parliament as the only true phyfician that 
could elk a cure. His lordfhip remarked, that 
for t hefe tno years pad die dtccflocs, tidier 

through 



through ignorance or defign, had kept the affairs 
of the company a fecret ; that they had rioted at 
taverns, diliolvcd ' in difiipation' and luxury, and 
had venilon,* turtle, and other choice viands in and* 
out of feafon, with burgundy, claret, and old 
hock ; that they entirety neglected their dtity, and 
employed'a man to think for them (Mr. Wilks J to i 
whom they allowed 4col. per annum/and that many 5 
of their orders were lb abfurd aud ’ contradictory, 
that their own fervants were almofV juftified in re- 
fufing obedience t6 them. I left (continued his 
lordfhipd India in January 1766, in profound peace,’ 
and in which it was likely to remain.’ The cx-' 
pence of the military at that time,' though heavy, 
was nothing equal to what it is now;* I expected 
it would, infLad' of increafing, ’have been redu- 
ced. Much virulence and malevolence' have been 
employed againfi: me ; and it is with real ennee rn " 

I find myfelf reduced ( to the fad neceffity of being' 
the herald of my own fame. I hive ferved my‘ 
country and that company faithfully j and, had L 
been employed by the crown, I fhould not have 
been m the fituation 1 am in at prefent ; I fhould 
have been differently rewarded; no retrofpeCl would ' 
have been had to fixteen years paft, and I fhould 
not have been forced to plead for what is dearer 
than life, my reputation. 

My fituation, fir, has not been an. eaty one for 
thefe t\v clve months paft , and though my con- 
feience never could accufif me, yet 1 felt" for my 
L friends who were involved in the fnms cenfure as 
mylelf. Sir, not a itone has been left unturned, 
where the leaft probability could arife of difeover-' 
log fomething of a criminal' nature againfi me. 
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The two committees, fir, feem to have bent the 
whole of their enquiries to t the condi^t of their 
humble fervant the Baton de^afie^, and I have 
been examined by the feted committee more like 
a fiieep ftealer, than & member £ of this hpufe 
I an} lure, fir, if I had any fore places pae, 
rhey ( would have been found., they hav e probed 
to the bottom, no lenient plameryhave been ap 
plied to heal no, fir, they were all of the bhfter 
land, prepared with Spanjib fyes and otjier^pro- 
vocitiv es The public records, have been ran- 
lacked for proofs againft me \ and the late deputy 
chairman of the India, company, a mem- 
ber of this houfe, ha$ been very afliauous in- 
deed, — foafltduous ;n njy affairs, that really ^ fir, 
it appears he has entirely negle&^d h{s own Tjl) As 
the heads upon Temple Bar hayc {umbled^down, 
and/ no probability of[fheir b^i ngpre placed,* ^for 
Jacobitifm feeuas to b^ a^nend, at^Ieafi^th^re 
has b een great, , alteration y m j fcnjmjients 

1 within thefe ten years'' ( [Her? the houfc jlaugh^d 
v cry heartily] 1 would p'ropofp^ fir ? that myTieacf, 
? by way of pre eminence, pijt upon^the. mjac//d 
'pole.^and Jus majelty hayipg |gi f ven ipe Thefe 
honours, it is" proper fhey fh.oulcf ^ ?np l po^tec| 
lyhat think you then of my |nv|ng pc laje chairman 
and deputy o* life 

out into applaufe, and remained an ^ne,,fit pf 
Jayghttt for nea l t, H r pl n«W} ! I I^rnpj/f^fey 

f \ otA } <o [ c s u “Bffii °J Sf, ?,# e 

, refd I «._gree with him/ y r, ti at theaijjiu^lctircc^ 
iT tlon I hasrbcca^o.xgf(^t l m§-dqre th^c|iufe "ofi the 
great d if refs of the India j^op^pany,^ndjl/?)fo 
^grc&Ltlut^vej} prppru^jg flidy^po|gfs*|opol 
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fldtlc/and'fce’in pofleffion uvelvc months before 
ha: W tfCiV.*? ifi \t> 'iVci . • hVn Vyrdtfmp \Wi ex- 

patiated' on the great temptation in India j-’that 
the country had been- governed' by- a fete of .boys, , 
and. that numberlefs 'abufes Had been' committed'; 
that,' with' : refpect *. to the Mottut; he' never' heard- 
of it c until. lad fdrtimer, when he was* in- ShrOp- 
Ihire ; but though a' fum' of ‘50C0I. way of kittle 
moment' where, the receipts ambnufed'* td; four or 
five rmllionsi yet 'great abides had -been .made ' of' 
it"; ^that/'as to jaghires,' they are- is commonly' 
given by the 'princes in that country/ ay'penfiohs, 
lottery ' tickets/ J and 'other' douceur^ were ‘by -the 
miniltry' in this;' ‘ p^he Koufe laughed.] 1 *"' ’»* 

‘“ Mr. Sullivan got up, immediately after aqd'de- 
clared, though "he and 'the ‘noble .lord ■'were enc- , 
mips, ; and 'probably \yquId r cohrinufe v fo • till* the'dajf 
of *'tlieir 1 deaths.’ yet he < had r never ; 'piirfued 0 him 
with “tie 1 Ifaft 'maleyolencV'rythat ‘if he had/ J he ( 
fljould'Iohg ! finCe* have mentioned' a : fuppre ffion of 
fifteen months cprrefpondence, which' had been' re- 
peatedly 1 ‘called- for by, 'thff ^dlreftorai . but ’-to this 
moment evaded, and in them ; it could- be proved 
that Kislordlhip. was the foie' caufe of their prelent ’ 
diibrels / 1 tha t" lie” would 'not 1 have ' mentioned' 'this 
. fail,' but ia the warmth of his temper, \VKeii-he'\vas 
hnjufHy'accufed; ; !V n ''' : ’ ; ‘ ' ri ^ 

Lord Cliv'em anfwer ’declared; "that/ on his re-*’ 
turn . from ' India, he 1 gaVe’i thofe "papers/ with 
-fevtial blHetS/ to ‘one ; Campbell j a Scotch author* - 
ip.Quccn-fcjuire, and hi had never feen them from 
that time, to the prefent.' " ’ * ‘ 7 . 1 ■ 

, . General Cafnic next 'flood up ’ and' declared, 
that he never had' any other obj eft than the public - 
V ql, IVj , . 3 U - ’ good 3 
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good ? and had he embraced ev cry opportunity, 
or not been remarkably moderate, he might" have 
had four times the fortune' he had , and that -what 
he had was acquired in the military line, that he 
never was concerned* in tradej except in fait, 
w hich he had only a fmall fhare of - 

Mr Jcnlunfon afterwards got up and vindicated 
the fccret committee 1 

1 he houle agreed to the motion oflord North, 
and adjourned at half pad eight * 

'l hus w c iee how lord Clive s conduit was level- 
led at, though, 3 s it feemed indi really, called in 
queftion T. he affair, however, did not reft here , 
for general Burgoyne, who brought up, on the 
10th, the report of the feleit committee, after ex- 
plaining the difagreeable fituation in which he 
(loo 1 , declared, That there were accounts of 
crimes contained m the report w hich (hocked hu 
man nature even to conceive Ije faid, that he 
lCsol ed upon the depofing Surajah Dowlah, and 
bringing about a reyOlution in favour qf Meer Jaf 
fier, m the ) car 1756, to be the origin of all thofe 
fubfequent e\ ils, which have operated to the 1 tem- 
porary diftrefs, if nott >tal definition, of the com 
pany He enlarged upon the perfidy u(ed to bring 
bout that revolution , he Hated the fiititious trea- 
ty, forged in order to elude the payment qf die 
ltipcnd promifed to Onuchund (a blaul merchant, 
and confident of Surajah Doulsh \ hom lordChvu 
and the feleit committee in India prevailed upcrie-" 
to jom in a fcheme to dethrone Ins mafter ) he ex 
poled the conduit oflord Clue m caufing admi- 
ral Watfon's name to be figned, contrary to the 
admirals exprefs inclination, to this treaty , to 

this 
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this he added the demand of the fele<5t committee 
from the new ^Jabob of twenty lacks of rupees for 
i their qwi} ufe, above what the fleer and army had: 
bargained for m fliort,* the general went into'the 
whole of.that infamous transition, and concluded 
by faying, “ That die perfidy ofOmichund was of 
the blackeft dye j and as to the proceedings of the 
felelt committee fin India] I will allow them to be 
(laid the general lrromcally) of the whiteft kind 
The general concluded by propofingthe following 
refolutions, and faid* that if they met with theap- 
probation of the houfivhc fhould move, tharper- 
fons who acquired fums of money by prefents, or 4 
Otherwife in India (if they acquired iuch fums by 
virtue of their alhng m a public capacity) fiiould 
makeirefhtution*' > 1 

1 r i ) i t 1 

RESOLUTIONS. 

/l 1 r ' 3 » 

ft That all acqulfitlons made under thednflu- 
ence of, a" military force, or by, treaty with foreign 
powers, ddof right belong to the ftate. - u ) 

1 * i l i r i ti * 

II. iThat to appropriate acquifitions acquired un- 
der the influence of a military force, or by treaty 
v ith. foreign “powers, to a private ufe is illegal, , 

j, i * > 1 / ^ 

III i That great fums of money have been oh- ' 
tamed by fuch means 5 from the fovereign princes v 
in India. * r ' 

* * \ * i i * 

Sir William Meredith nextvehomently declaim^ * 
cd agamft the depofing Surajah Dowlah, againft: ' 
the nnpofiqun pur upon Onuchund, and concluded* 

hy * 
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. .ty.fayjpgi .thatj forgery and a revolution; did not . 
•Tpqntedt ’tile gendem^n concerned j -fop. that; {0104 
“ho\v,!oij other, jjus'jfcene of- jniqirity-ended f in a> 
^biqodyxat aftrqphe , even ,inthp;alfalfinatton : Qf Su- 
jajj ah. L) 9 vvla h ;j he" therefore concluded, ^ by ^rtnlv 
'^cconjiinj general Bur^o^rJe'sjefoIution. ^5 • 

l VjTJie folicitOj, general,. Mr, j^Veri^erburn,?;? next 
.ipokc, in fayourr’of t lord, Clive , agajnft . pny jeftitu- 
fS47b?.^ k .59^clude4 feoDje&ing toj rhe ; terms in 
.^hich t he 'refoiutions were couched ; r .h« fajdj the 
.. terms all aeguifitions were |oo general; jhat the ■ 

* wo^d^ lL flate; 1 ywaypgu^ocal, ,aq 4 that ** the in- 
[ ,fluencc ) df,\he r military force :; yras an indeterminate 
,’phrafe ifCMj. ^ypdderburne,^ therefore,,! was fpr - 
^having the order, pf ihe .day read;, ^pcLthq , refolur 
Jtion, 'totally fet aftde. > t !/ o[ n 

f bcMfr Dy forq next, fpoke with g$ea t; j good, fenfe y 
[ he ’touched uppp lome part; of lord.Chvc's.yindic^f 
tion upon a ' former ? pqcafion^wdthj,deJic’aqyj yet 
..jvjtkthat fatirc. the fubjcwi. well ,meme’4y he re- 
.fQmmeqdcd tq thehpufe.the peiufal of/tj^rnficr’s 
: [Hiftof y t of -Nadir . Sha\y,^ ; \Yhofemoder a tion. feem-, 
cd/’fof faid v ycry; fimilar. .to, thatf.of dqrdCljye’sj 
ifoyNadir; where at 'Delhi, ^pnly.-feijZed.jjpon the 
. tre^fury^and-let the, inhabitants, remap* tax/ree, 
Mr.’" Dyfon* concluded by fayipgj " that .*[ 4 * he 
{^bought, the tcr/ns, of ‘the honqprajblq .gentleman 
. [Colonel- Burgoyne]'. might , bej more.. technically 
wordedj; but '.that,'., fooncr than loofe ' fight of the 
, object aj, which the refojutions aime^ f ' hcjihould, 

. for his" part,', give,, his ,vote for. rcceiying^them Jin' 

• ifieyerv terms,' they, t werc couched.!'. . , 1 .* V) 

Lord CHvc next arofc and faid, ".That, if 
. vdut . he |ud repeated dp a forpte^ qccahdp’woujld 
■ ‘ ■ : • ppi 
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yipdicatc his honour and his'charaflor, lie fl’iould 



o . , ““ u'owj tneiorg- 

mg admiraMVatfon’s name to a fiflittous treaty 
and, laftljr' > the 'deception uied (to'cheat-'even 
1 Omichbnd of the ‘reward agreed rq be paid him 
for { the < villainous 'profhtution of his 'faith' as a 
friendj'his honour! his fentiments, and hiserati- 
nide as'a man.'-' - The nobre lord chofe (ocon, 
pne himfelf to a trifling chi'rge urge'd ’againfl'him 
•pn a former 1 'bceafioq, . by, Mr! Sullivanr'of a 
luppreflTon‘of s fixteeii 'months .cofrefpondence 
the- lettere relative tq which had,' he laid,‘ibeen 
intruded with a''gentieman'in Quech-fqure ‘fDr 
Campbell] a letter from whom he 'read hieing 
much to the purpole]’ uhdrein the Bo&or declared 
■hrmfelf' ready at any time to^cliver the'faid 
letters to the order of lord Clive! 

lo^anfwer * to the circumflance of the 1 twenty 
belts of' rupees',; lord ‘-Clive 'declared,' 1 that he 
always difappr<|vcd that bufinefs/andthathislet- 
tets Of' thlt time werein being to fliew it. ( » 

Mrf Cornwall next addicted the houfe in a thort 
’But fenfible fpeech j he laid, that' the queftidri be- 
fore them feemed 'to be, - 1 1 t * y> 

1 Whether ‘f any perfon invefled with 'the public 
authority of the ftatc, had a right, under that' au- 
thority] to acquire emoluments to himfelf 1"' - 
‘.This Mr. Cornwall faid he fb clearly conceived- 
to be contrary to etery principle of policy 'and 
goo^ government, that' he fhould ever maintain 
jhd negatiii^- •- 1 i 

1 >' r ‘ Lord 
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Lord North corroborated this opinion, and co- 
inqided with Mr D)fon, “ Ifcat if the rdolu- 
tions could i}ot be couched in more technical terms, 
he would, as a member of parliament, give his 
vote for them as they \\ ere * ^ \ j \ 

Mr Ihurlow, with the manly dignity of a fe^ 
nator, and the independence ot an honed man 1 , 
declared, that, in his opinion, the refolutions, in, 
the words t they had been propofed, were trueifros f 
[a term peculiar to the houfc of commons] and that 
he would fupport them as iuch 

Colonel Barre, with great good humour, enter- 
ed into the iuftory of preients , w hen taken, he laid, 
without confent, they were plunder , when fallen 
with confent, they were gifts, and when taken 
by cpnmyance, they became “ inland trade ” — 

1 he colonel old, [as he, can tell] a facetious if ory , 
he faid, “ that there was ^ governor of Gibraltar, 
who, togetner with his fecretary, knew how to 
accept pjefents, that a body of Jews came, as 
was cuilomar), to mike their annual donations, 
but bringing onlj one thouland ihekins, the go- 
vernor cjt-clnred, that the Jews lliould not h^ve 
audience, as the w ere fprung from mceilors who 
'crushed our Lord and Sayiour Jcfus Chrift , the 
Jews went back difconfolate, and brought two 
thcufqnd ihekins, they were admitted, and the 
governor find, ** poQt; mep, the) had no hind n. 
the crucifixion ” lhc colonel w is for the refolu 
ttons, i t 

1 jrllsoith, lord George Gcrmunc, Mr Dun- 
rung, i\3r JLmpittr m i qupUSul ficife, Mr. 
Oml), Mr Virt, nod oilers, were for the ru- 
iolu'iuts, , 

k Oa 
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On the J J 7th 1 , lord North informed the hotrfe, 
that he would prefenf the bill for the better regu- 
lation of the affairs' of ’the Eaft India company 
this day. He obferved, it would be necefTary, ter 
diicharge the order 'for the confideratiob of the 
Eall India affairs, which flood for this' day, and 
to poflpone the fame till to-morrow. 1 
*His lordfhip afterwards entered into the com- 
pany’s proportions which objc&ed to the rcfolu- 
tions which the houfc had made re pcdhng the* 
loan and agreement with government. ( 

His loruihip obferved he did notunderftand the 
terms upon which they meant to receive the loan.' 
he thought thofe that had been proposed by par- 
liament hot only fair and reafonable, but e\ en 
ample* and nnimficent. Ktfolutions (he find) 
which he thought proper for parliament to come 
to as guardians^ the public mtereft. 

He thought, that tne offer made by parliament 
to give up the whole of ihe'produce of the com- 
pany’s territorial revenues for fix years was thcK 
roughly liberal j if it was nor, it was difficult to 
afeertam what was liberal. «* ' • 1 

He apprehended, the loan by the prefenc ma- 
nagement of the company’s affairs would be nearly 
paid off m the ^ ear 1778 or 1779. He oblcrvcd, 
tjiatr a great deal had been fa id out of doors is 
well as within ; that the refframjng the company 
to fix and feveu per-cent, dividend was confiderevt 
2 $ a hardlhip, as not being- the true commercial 
dividend of the compan}. For Ins part, (hi*, 
lordfhip faid) frqm the deepeft attention which he 
Ipd paid to all that had been faid :yid printed. 
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that feven per cent, was y he full commercial pro- 
fit pf the company. ^ 

Upon the whole, his lordfhip clearly proved , 
that the reftriftions under which they were hid* 
by the late refolutions for their dividend, was - 
highly confident with the welfare of the company* 1 
and the true intereft of the public. And* if par- 
liament a£ted different, they would not have be* *• 
haved as guardians of the public interefls. His 
lordfifip obferved, that the company had come to 
parliament as their laft refource; that, if they 
could poffibly have found any other relief, they 
would have adopted it. That parliament in fuch 
diftrefs did not, in his opinion, a & unkindly to- • 
wards them. His lordfhip further obferved, that 
In other inftances they reaped no particular favour 
and protection of government, for then the cuf- 
* toms and other duties were due frorA the company 
to government ; that they had repeatedly applied 
to the treafury to refpite the debt fo accrued, and 
which was accordingly complied with fu feveral 
'inftances, to fums to a confiderable amount j and. 
as the favour was likely to be continued till the? 
27th of next month, the debt would theif be en- 
creafed to 200,000b 

His ’ lordfhip obferved, that* upon, thefe antl< 
other indulgences, he might have at leaft expect- 
ed a compliance in the company with the terms 
and refolutions propofed by parliament, in which y 
he trufted there was nothing to be found improper 4 ” 
or unfair, and he fincerely v&iihed the company, 
would take another day to confider of them ; that, • 
if the company did not thert accept of the loan 
upon the terms propofed, he hoped, that the in- 
' convenicncic* 



coftvehtences that might arife would fall ohly crt 
thofe \vho advifed the meafurc. 

His lordlhip then moved,, that the order 'for* 
this day might be read; and being^read,- it was 
difcharged, v and thcconfideration of India hflairs 
put off till to-morrow, r i « \ •» * 

The houfe acquiefced in the noble lord’s argu- ' 
ments.’n No perion replied. 1 .> ' ' <j t 

A petition was , afterwards prefented by i’Mn 
Douglas, from the Eaft .India company* requeuing’ 
leave to bring- in a bill, conformable to the regula- ’ 
tions proppfed in the petition, which regulations 1 
being numerous, ,they were not read through, but 
ordered to lie pn the table. 1 

, On the-igth, the proceedings of the houfc were 
refumed in rcgard.ro lord Clive ; when general* 
Burgoyne again expatiated largely upon the ex- 
ceiles and extortions ufcd, by the commanders and 
others entrufted with authority in Bengal. That' 
rapine and plunder had even exceeded the bounds 
of the cruelties of moll ages; till at Laft, it pervaded 
the Britilh name 'in every 3<£t in which )t was con- 
cerned, He. declaimed any partial, any limited 
cenfurc againft particular perfons; but that the bu- 
finefs of his enquiry was firft-to Hate the facts, and- 
afterwards come to the ^conclufion to whom they 
might be applied. That the vefolutions which had 
pa(Ted the other evening had been found (fault 
With, as being too comprehenfive and undefined ; 
that for his part he thought that the refolucions had 
better be ext en five than not, as the houte would 
tfcen be at liberty to apply any part of them to 
particular perfons or_ circumltanccs ; that he laid-, 
it down as a fundamental principle and rule, that 
Vol, IV. 3 X -it 



it was impoflib!e for any man, acting under the ail* 
thorityof the public, to acquire any thing for 
himfelf. That when the refolution is once agreed 
on, the houfe will naturally cry out, Who are 
the perlons, and what are the circumftances I 
hope to be able (continued the general) to bring 
proof fufficient both to find the fa<ft and charge 
the perfon. He obferved, that deaths had re- 
moved feme of theie-perfons out of the way, 
but that the houfe would be able to judge what 
would be done with their cffe&s. That thole 
elfe&s he obferved, were now in the pofiefiion of 
innocent men, but this muft entirely reft upon the 
future clemency of the houfe. He then called the 
attention of the houfe to the melancholy hiftory 
of thofe times in which the revolution took place. 
He deferibed the caulc of each revolution, and 
the diftrefs that the nabobs of that country fuf- 
fered from the unpaidonable tranfa&ions of the 
Bmifh commanders in India. He laid the chief 
ftrefs upon the revolution of Meer Jaffierin 1757, 
and that every other fubfequent revolution had 
beenjuftlfied upon the fame principle and the fame 
ground. He then read part of a treaty made 
with Surajah Dowlah, in order to prove' that the 
commanders* in chief had endeavoured to break 
through the treaty in every jnftancc, particularly 

by the attack made on Chandanegore. The 

general afterwards proceeded to inform the houfe 
in what manner the confent of the council was 
obtained for the violation of this treaty, and 
fincerely lamented the diftance of that countryf 
with regard to the company’s dire&ious being re- 
ceived by their officers and dil'obeyed. That the* 

. ' deter- 
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determination of that council compofed of lord 
Chve, major Kilpatrick, Mr. Drake, Mr. Watts, 
and another, operated by the moft Jingle mino- 
rity, exercifing the authority of a majority; By 
the admirable dexterity of lord CltVe, twd were 
determined a majority m five. A mode of cal- 
culation hitherto unknown. He defired the houfe 
to confider, that, if thefe decilions were to take 
place, hoW eafy it was for tliis nation to he at the 
mercy of the whim, the caprice, or ambition of 
the prcfident and council of Bengal. He obferv- 
ed, tfiat lord Clive hadlhewn talents of every kind 
in the cabinet as well as the field. He then in- 
formed the houfe of the different fums of money 
each revolution coft ; and that whenever the com- 
mander' in’ chief or council wanted a revolution,, 
they foon difeovered the neceffity of one. They 
foon found it necelTary to reftoreMeer Jafficr , and 1 
though no proof can be immediately produced, - 
that the iums of money as bribes' were propofed 
and received before the revolution in ‘his favour, 
yet upon tile offer being made, they refilled the 
lame with thefe words, “ that, when you fliall be 
thoroughly feated on the throne/ we mail then be 
willing to receive your favours." — He then en- 
tered into the report that was made after the re- 
volution of Surajah Dowlah, that that which 
was tranfmitted to the directors at r home was 3/ 
piece of perfidious, cruel enquiry, not to be 
equalled by the inquifition of Portugal. Hq 
Crbferved, that the letter which’ contained the 
above, dated September 30, 1765, difgraces one' 
of the sbleft pens that ever was employed, through 
the virulence with which it was written, that the 

total 
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total fums received inprefents from 1757 to 1766, 
amounted to 2,169,5551. exclufive of the ja glare ; 
that the reftitutton qaoney was upwards of 
3,000,000!. 

* • He obferved, that many perfons talked. much 
of taking up aequifitions of fo long paft as fixteen 
years 5 but, he apprehended no time, how ever dis- 
tant, fhould difcourage an enquiry into robbery, 
no time too late to punifh the offender. He ob- 
served, that it- had been faid abroad, that the 
company had always been acquainted with thedif-.^ 
ferent prefents received} by lord Clive, and that the 
refpefluve fums were known to them $ that he, for 
his part, wiftied to find it fo j but, that the only traces 
which appeared to him were contained in a letter 
to them from lord Clive, acknowledging that he 
had made an ample fortune. He doubted not, 
however, but the various eminent fervices pleaded 
by his lordihip would be amply rewarded by a 
generous nation. He then drew a contrail between 
the different characters of general Lawrence, Sir' 
William Draper, colonel Monfon, as not having ' 
acquired to thcmfelves large fortunes by their emi- 
nent .fervices j and the prefent effeemed opinion 
his lordihip was in with the world, with regard to- 
the immenfe acquisitions which he had obtained 
for his own ufe. He then fpoke' much in favour' 
of the impartial conduCl of the ieleCl committee, 
and that this bufinefs, in which the houfq was pro- 
ceeding in, was an a£l of national juftice? and he 
doubted not, but the whole world would fee, thaj>- 
this houfc, however vilified and abyfed without, 
had in it men whofe principles were juft, ahd in 
whom particles of that vital fire' which ought to 
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Infplre every friend to his country, would ftill be 
found, when the juft ice and difcipline of the houfe 
demanded it- That he did not wifli to plunder or 
take every thing from thole who had rendered 
eminent fervices to their country, but, he wilhed to 
leave them fuch rewards as a generous nation ought 
to give. He told the houfe, that he fuppofed a 
bill for reftitudon from private eftates, who Jiave 
received money unwarrantably, would be the 
confequential reiult of die refolutions, when polled j 
that this money he propofed to give to the Eaft 
India company, in dilcharge of their debts. He 
obferved, that the rewards given by this intended 
bill would be the fame as given at the time the 
fervices were performed j and it would be more 
for the honour of the man to poftefs a ftnall Ihare 
of that which he now has, when given as a re- 
ward by his country, dian the immenfe wealth 
which he has unwarrantably acquired ; and when 
reftitution is once made, he thought that all odium 
Ihould ceafe. He then proceeded to ftatc his mo- 
tion, relative to the receipt of fifteen lacks of ru- H 
pees, and the 30,000k per year iaghire by lord 
'Clive. He^ead his motion, but did not make it, 1 
as Sir Richard Sutton got up, and obje&cd to the 
mode in which the evidence upon the report had 
been extorted and forced from lord Clive, in an 
unufal and improper manner. This created a long 
debate, or rather converfation, upon a point of or- 
der, whether the evidence which general Bur- 
gpyne had moved to be read, ought to be admit- 
ted by the houfe as conclufive, the houfe having 
b??d an opportunity of hearing it viva voce* 
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The iolicitor genera/, Mr. Wedderburne, in 
favour of lord Clive, argued, “ That there' were 
fbme, indeed many iituations, wherein the receipt 
Of pre/eats was juitidable upon every principle of 
dilmtcreded integrity.” In this proportion Mr. 
Wedderburne was doublefs right; the only quedion 
was. Whether the prefents received by lord Clive 
were accepted under fuch circumdances as could 
render their receipt perfectly juftifiable ? Mr. 
Wedderburn averted, that they were- received un- 
der fuch circuflances; he therefore contended in 
favour of lord Clive, and largely^ expatiated upon 
the obligations the nation owed hint. 

Mr. Wedderburne then darted the following 
objection : he laid, il that for parliament to accufe 
a man of any fpecies of delinquency, upon the 
report made by a committee, was to accufe him 
without competent evidence. He urged many 
arguments in favour of this pofition, and parti- 
cularly ’referred to the grounds upon which the 
leled and fecret committees were infUtuted; 
et they were-, he laid, to examine and enquire 
into the date of the Eaft India company’s affairs; 
but behold they had ftumbled jjpon certain delin- 
quencies committed by certain fuppofed delin- 
quent 1 ;, whom they were now invidoufly propoling 
to have pumflied-” 

Lord Clive himiclf defended his own conduCf 
with fome degree of fpirit; he faid, “ that the 
party at the India houfe mod forward in accufing, 
had been the mod forward in employing him oil - "’ 
every affair wherein they now' contended, he had 
a£edanu£u He recapitulated the many great and ' 
tr\ mg lituations in which he 1 ad been placed, and 

appealed 



appealed to the feelings of every’ perfon in thd 
houfe, whether he could, continent with his own 
and the company’s welfare, have taken a part 
different from that he embraced ?” His lordihip 
concluded by mentioning the difpofition of Surajafy 
Do\vldh, and the fihlitious treaty" drawn up in or- 
der to deceive Omichund : “ the latter, 'faid his 
lordfhip, has been called forgery,' and taking if 
up on this grounds I have faid before, [in his exa- 
mination before the fele<51 committee] and I defire 
the houfe to take notice I now fay again, that, if 
the whole tranfaftion was to be repeated, I v oulcf 
again ail over what the gentlemen are pleafed to 
term forgery or fi&ion 5 for fo far, continued his 
Iqrdlhip, am I from repenting the parr I took in' 
that revolution, that I glory in it, as an h£l every 
way conformable to my duty as a fervant of that 
company, whole exifteoce v.ds preferred by the 
very means I am now about to be cenfured for 
adopting.” 

This debate lafted till eleven, and .lord CliveV 
fpeech met with the general approbation of the 
whole houfe, and many members expreffed their 
concern at his Iordlhip’s difagreeable fituation, and 
their hearty abhorrence of the unmerited acrimony’ 
with which he was treated. v * / 

' It is very necefiary to obferve on this oeca- 
fion, that the' doubts refpefting the admiflion of 
the reports of the feleA committee as competent 
evidence, whereon to ground any judicial pio-' 
ceedings of parliament, fruli rated the plan of 
General Burgoyne and his friends. It was im- 
poflible to proceed to pm lj amentary ccnfore$ f 
previous to parliament’s having determined, that* 


the fafts which called for fuch cenfures were cord-* 
petently proved ; and if one was to frame ajudg J 
ment of the dilpofition of the houfe from the ex- 
preffions which fell from the lips of that party to 
whom the fmiles or frowns of a minifter are equal- 
ly indifferent ; if, I fay, one was to judge of the 
temper of the boufe by fuch rules, it mufi be 
confeflcci, it appeared averfe to admitting the re- 
ports of the committee, as competent evidence 
whereon to proceed. 

On which fide foe\er a member embarked, the 
difficulties were infuperable. 

Thofemoft inclined to favour Lord Clive ; thofe 
who thought the tranfa&ions he was about to be 
ccnfurcd tor were not of an atrocious nature ; fuch 
fpurned at the evidence offered, not deeming it 
tantamount to a proof of guilt ; they ffiewed an 
•abhorrence to the term * criminality/ and took 
every occafion to foften the appellation, by the 
more favourable terms of * policy/ * critical ne- 
ccfiity/ and « the urgent occafion of the mo- 
ment.’ A plcafing latitude of interpretation was 
alfo readily adopted by this party ; admitting the 
fafts tobeflated in the reports, and allowing the 
competency of the exidencc in proof of fuch fafts, 
were they crimes of that nature as to deferve par- 
liamentary ccnfure ? Did not the occafion juftify 
the expedient ? And was not the expedient, in- 
Head of being a proof of villainy in thofe who 
adopted it, rather a proof of their extenfive dif- 
cernment and political fagacity ? And ought a 
man, placed by a fcrics of contingencies, in fo, 
critical a fituation, that nothing but the expedient 
adopted could poffibly extricate him with life/ 

ought 
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ought he to be ccnfured for making life of fuch an. 
expedient? Applying this to the cafe of Lord 
Cine, and that deceptions treaty with Omichund, 
which in other circumftances would have been fo 
culpable as to meric fomething more than cenfurc; 
yet, circumftanced as things were, it was an ex- 
pedient fuggetted by necemty, and julfi liable up- 
on that principle. 

There was another party in the houfc, who 
feemed to look, upon the whole tranfa&ion be- 
tween Omichund and Lord Clive as a trial of, 
(kill. Omichund was famed for being the mod 
dexterous villain in Afia, yet an hone It English- 
man could outwit him at chicanery. Let, there- 
fore, this party feemed to fay, 1 let the hero fit 
(as eafy as, the feat will permit him) in the trium- 
phal car of knavery, for having beaten the prince 
of villains at his own weapons.* 

Even the third party, who furveyed the crimi- 
nals with every emotion of horror,, and whhedto 
have the crimes feverely puniflied ; even they 
could not in juftice admjc the validity of the evi- 
dence, If parliament (leys afidc to aliarac the ju- 
dicial power, can padiamenr admit evidence inad- 
miffiblein our courts of judicature ? Parliament 
is the grand inqueft of the nation ; could thc> 
grand inqueft of a > county admit the report, 
of men icceived at fecond hand from witnefies, 
when the viva voce teftimony of thefe witnefies 
might with eafe be obtained ? The greater the 
cfRrrge of criminality, the greater lhould the cir- 
cumfpeiftion be about the perfect legality and ade- 
quate competency of the evidence produced in 
proof of the charge. , The witnefies had bcencx- 
Voi. IV. ' 3 Y amined 
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amined perhaps oil only one fide of the queftion, 
perhaps with a view of difeovering proofs of the 
eommifiion of crimes. Should not thefe evidences 
be contrafted with others ? Ought they not to 
undergo a crofs examination > And as the whole 
houfe became judges in the caufe, furely each 
judge ought to hear the teftimony, and determine 
by circumftances of the \ eracity of the teftifier. 
How, without this, could a man lay his hand to 
his heart, and fay, that ( vi foro confcientta ,* the 
culprits flood convicted ? v J 

There was alfo another circumftance which en- 
hanced the difficulty. Lord Clive had made a- 
voluntary confeffion to the members of the feleCt 
committee of every minute circumftance relative 
to tire prefents received ; the revolution effected ; 
and the expedients adopted to effect it. Would 
he, or any man have made this voluntary confef-' 
fion if he had thought the matters confeffed would 
be hereafter charged againft him as crimes ? 
Ought fuch confeffion to be admitted ? The cri- 
minal law determines upon the illegality of fuch 
evidence ; our courts of judicature difclaim con- 
fetfion as matter of evidence againft the party ac- 
cufed : it is ground for'enquiry, but none for 
conviction. Can parliament, then, admit fuch 
evidence, even if defirous of convicting J Yet 
the confeffion of Lord Clive ftands upon the re- 
port of the feledt committee. Ought this to be 
admitted lobe read before the houfe againft hun- 
felf? 

Such was the forcible and variegated light in 
V’hich the queftion concerning the incorapetcncy 
pf the eYiftenQ? was viewed, This is thrown out 
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ilacks of rupees, amounting to the fain of “ two 
hundred and thirty-four thoufand pounds fterling; 
to the diflionour anti detriment of the fate.” 

Sir William Meredith warmly feconded this re- 
folution, and fpoke fo as to gain the repeated ap- 
pfaufes of the houfe. 

' Hans Stanley propofed ftriking out the word 
1 detrimental/ and inferting the words 4 to the 
evil e\ampic of others.’ 

This >gave rife to frefli debates, and General 
Burgoyne again arofe to defend the words of his 
refolution ; lie fpoke with manly energy, and 
pleaded the caufe ofjuftice with the dignity of a 
fenator, and the perfuafive eloquence of arvhoncft 
man ; he was averfe to giving up one tittle he 
contended for ; and, a Anting his refolution to be 
founded on truth, he was inflexibly tenacious of 
h.r rights. 

Mr. Rofe Fuller fpoke like what he is, an old, 
h^m.11, independant veteran of integrity. 

Loid North fpoke much in favour of General 
Burgoj ne. . 4 

The houfe was left fitting at half after eleven 
o’clock, and the debates at that hour were expect- 
ed to cpntinuc mnch longcr«upon the queftion, 
whether Lord Clive received hisprefents, * to the 
detriment gf the date, or to the evil example cf 
others/ or whether the refolution ihoijld ftand 
Amply, * that he had received fuch and fuch pre- 
lents.’ 

General Burgoync declared, 4 tint, if his re- 
folution palfed, he lhuuld propofe one relative fb* 
the noble lord’s jaghiru’. 


Similar 
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^ Similar refolutions were expe&cd to pafs rela- 
tive to MeflrSp Sumner, Vereift, > Leicefter, jujd 
others* 

Previous to the .above proceedings, General 
Burgoyne expreffed himfelf to the following pur- 
port : 

Mr* Speaker, I inuft obfervc, that a principal 
part of the charge againft the noble, lord behind 
me turns, upon the tranfadtions of the feledt com- 
mittee, and, for making this charge good, it is 
abfolutely necefiary to call in and examine fuch 
pcrfons whofe fituation, gave them opportunities 
of knowing the truth, as plainly appeared by the 
reports of your committees ; among thefe, fir, Mr. 
Becher is one, whofe examination is in this light 
necefiary, and who, I Ihould therefore wifii, was 
called in : the points upon which his examination 
ihould turn, is the' conditions upon which the 
revolution in Bengal was effected. 

[Mr. Becher, after a flight debate, called in.1 ' 

Several queftions were put to him, and after 
them the following : ‘ When the revolution in 
Bengal was refolvcd to be a meaiure necefiary to 
the welfare of the company's affairs by the feleil 
committee, did the fele£t committee, after fuch 
refutation, 'declare, that they would not agree to 
the meafure, unlefs prefents were made to them 
of two and twenty lacks of rupees, or thereabouts, 
in confequence of it 

Solicitor General. That queftion, Mr. Speaker, 
^vould agree better .with the conftitution of the In- 
quifition, than with that of this houle : it is im- 
poffible it Ihould be put j becaufe the anfwer may 
, tend to elhiblifli a criminality not in the noble lord, 

only 
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Only, on whole account common ienfe is To mucll 
to be put to the rack, but likewife that of thd 
witnefs himfelf.* And this in general will be thd 
cafe with examining witrtefles fo deeply concerned 
in the merit of the tranfadions which are afrpre- 
fent judging. 

(Witnefis ordered to withdraw, which he did 
at four o’clock.]] 

Attorney General. I cannot fubfcribe to the 
opinion laid down by my learned friend ; for if 
we are not to examine the perfons who from their 
fituations can alone give us information, and if 
we are not to alk mch queftions at the cafe de- 
mands, to what purpofe is any enquiry before 
us ? 

Solicitor General. The plain fad, and the 
pradice of all the courts with which I have been 
' converfant, Is the bell anfwer to that imaginary 
difficulty : Why afk queftions to prove guilt 
in the noble lord, which, if the anfwers do prove 
it, mult prove equal guilt in the witnefs ! Why 
not alk the fame quefttons of witncfics not in re- 
fponliblc offices, who might know thefe fads, 
but not be guilty of them ? 

Sir George Saville. I take this principally to 
be a queftion not concerning the eligibility of Mr* 
Bother to be a witnefs at all, becaufe \vc have be- 
gun his examination, and there would be much 
impropriety in then determining thathis exanrina-* 
tion is of no value ; but the point which alone de- 
mands attention is, whether he lhall be aflgy! 
queftions, the anfwers to which mull edndenin 
himfelf — Now, this is fo contrary to law— to rca- 
fon— to common fenfe, and the pradice of this 

houfe* 
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houfe, that I am amazed it can be. made a matter 
of debate : the queftion put to the witnefs* was 
fuch a one as ought not to be put : it was fuch, a 
one as he could not anfwer. 

[At half an hour after five Mr. Becher was 
again called in and examined.] 

At three in the morning of the zzd, the Houfe 
of Commons dill remained in warm, debate on 
the motion of Colonel Burgoyne. 

At length a motion was made, f That the faid 
Robert Lord Clive, in fo doing, *abufed the 
powers with which he was intruded, 'to the evil 
example of* the feryants of the public.* It pafifed 
in the negative, without a divifioq. 

•Another motion, was then made, 4 That Robert: 
Lord Clive did at the fame time render great and 
meritorious fervices to this " country, which was 
carried without a divifioo.’ Thus endcd.the great 
bufinefs about Lord Clive, which held till five 
o’clock this morning. 


Lord Clive’s Speech to the Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Speaker, 

After rendering my country 'the fervices which 
I think, I may, without any degree of vanity, 
claim the merit of j and after having nearly ex-* 
haufted a life full of employment, for the public 
'*}i*elfare, and for the particular and advantageous 
emolument of the Raft India company, I little 
thought tranfadlions of this kind would have agi- 
tated 
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tated the minds of my countrymen in fuch proceed- 
ings as thefe, tending to s deprive me not only of 
my property, and the fortune which 1 Ijave fairly- 
acquired, but of that which 1 hold more dear to 
nie-^-my Honour and my Reputation. The Houfe 
will not think me, 1 hope, fraught with any de- 
gree of vanity, when I repeat again, that 1 have 
done fervkes to my country. I muft now beg 
leave to iay a few vyords relative to the prefents 
which I am charged with receiving unwarrantably. 
1 muft beg leave toobferv^to the houfe, that pre- 
feilts were allowed and received from the earlieft 
time of the dirfiiftiofl.' They have continued to be 
received uninterruptedly for the fpaGe of i ^oyearsj 
and men, fir, who have fat in the di region them- 
jcives, have at feveral times received prefents. 
This the direction muff know i but I am firmly, of 
opinion, that in honourable cafes, prefents are not 
improper to be received * but when for difhonoura- 
ble purpofes, then, fir, I hold them to be highly 
Improper. 

In the early period of my life, my labours were 
without emoluments or laurels, and I hope the 
houfe cannot think, but that I ought to be reward- 
ed for my fervices to my country in tha latter part 
cf it. When 1 was employed by the company, 
their affairs abroadVere in a condition much to be 
lamented. Misfortunes attended them in every 
part of their fettlements, and the nabobs looked 
with a jealous eye upon the fmall privileges and 
poflbflions they then enjoyed ; and though fmalff' 
in danger every day of being urefted from them. 
Fear, and weahneis of power, fought for protec- 
tion from the dangers that furrounded them. In 



thk critical fituation I was called forth, and it plea-* 
fed God to make Me the inftrument of their deli- 
very. In the various battles and attacks in which 
I was employed, I had the good fortune to fucceed ; 
nor were ftich fchemes or undertakings entered up- 
on without the previous provocation of the country 
powers. The treachery of Surajah Dowla was for 
ever in our eye, and his perfidy was never at reft : 
nor did w e attack Chandanagore rill the treaty on 
his behalf was firft violated, ^fter thefeconquefts, 
fir, and acquifirions gained for the company, 1 re- 
turned home. They approved, in the higheft de- 
gree, of what I had done ; and as a token of their 
approbation, they prefented me with ‘a rich fword 
fet with diamonds.- This certainly, fir, v was no ' 
mark of their opinion that I had either violated ‘ 
treaties, or difobeyed their orders. Nor did their 
commendation and good opinion of ‘ my fcrvices 
terminate here. As foon as troubles broke out in 
that country, and when the news of the terrible ’ 
difafter of the taking 'of Calcutta from us arrived 
to the car of the company, they immediately fent 
to me, and requefted that I v ould go once more 
to India to protect and fecure their pofleflioas 
that my prefence would alone effeft it ; and they 
ftiould reft fecurcd, through the good opinion they 
had of me, that fuccefs would accompany me } and 
that I (hould be the means of putting their affairs 
again in a profperous fituation. ' I did not liefitate a 
moment to accept the offer. I went abroad, rc- 
folving not to benefit mylelf one fingle fiiilling at 
my return ; and I ftri£lly and religiously adhered * 
to it. When 1 arrived there, I fubdued Angriu, a 
very poAcrful prince. 1 retook Calcutta with an ’ 
' 'You, I VI 3 Z , incon* * 
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inconfiderable army. Surajah Dow la had at all 
times betrayed a difpoluion to break the treaty * 
and when an army was lent under the command of 
Monfieur Dupre, which' might have proved frnl 
to us, ldo not hefitate to fay, that we bribed the 
general of that army, who immediately wrote to 
the nabob to lit htm know that the Englilh were 
invincible ; dmi upon a fecund rcquelt from ihe* 
nabob to Monficur Dupre, that he would match, 
with his army and deftroy the Hnglilli, his anfucr 
was couched in the fame terms. He faid, that he 
always found the Englilh invincible, and it would 
be the heighth of imprudence to hazard an attack. 
By fuch means, and by this lltatagcm, we fuc- 
cccdcd. ’ We foon difeovtred that the nabob, Su- 
rajah Dowlah, was fo turbulent and rcAlefs, that 
he only waited for the departure of the fleet rode- 
molilh the Englilh. '< Bur as treacherous men aie 
too apt to have men of the fame call and difpofi- 
tion about them, the nabob was not wanting o'f 
fuch companions. One Omichund, his confiden- 
tial fervant, as he thought, told his mailer of an 
agrument made between tlx Englilh ^nd Monficur 
Duprt, to attack him, and received for that advice 
a fum no lels than lour- lacks of rupees, binding 
this man to be the confidential fervant, in whom 
the nabob entirely trufled, tt foon became our objeift 
to confider him as. a moll material engine in the 
intended revolution. -We therefore, made fuch ail 
agreement as wasncccfiary for the purpofe, and 
entered into a treaty with him to fatisfy his de- 
mands. • When all things wire prepared, and tker- 
evening of the event was appointed, Omichund 
informed ftjr, W^tts, who was at the court of the 

4 it bob. 
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tallied. [His lordlbip then read the letter, which 
conveyed admiral Watfon’s full approbation.] 
Now, fir, great as my fortune is, (and which 
bears no proportion to what I might have made) 
yet, to fiievv that I did not harrais, or lay under 
contribution thofe whom I had conquered, for my 
own emolument, I can tell thi£ fiouie, that neither 
I, nor any one in my army, received a fixpence 
from the inhabitants of Muxadabad. My jaghirc 
was not received till 17 59, though it had been re- 
ported, 1 1 received it at the revolution in 1 757. 
I muft beg leave to mention, another circuniftance 
to this houle , that upon thefc troubles, the Dutch 
were encouraged by the nabob to enter the coun- 
try with feven ihips, and a yaft army. J did not 
hefitate a moment to give them battle, and in 
twenty-four hours I deftroyed every fhip they hadj 
and their whole army, was cither killed, wounded, 
or taken prifoners. At this time, the Dutch had 
moft of my money,' and in this inftnnce, I think, 
I ihewed a zeal for the honour and intcreft of the 
company, fuperior to every other 1 objeft, -even of 
my own concern. I muft now beg leave, to read 
to the houfe two letters from jhe court of dtreiflors 
to myfelf, containing their approbation of the re- 
volution in Bengal. Thefe letters, fir, came not 
through the common channel of addrefs to the 
governor and council, but were directed to my- 
lelf. [His lordlhip then read the letter, which 
contained indeed the moft full and fatnfaiftory 
npprobation of what is termed in one of -she 
letters “the late glorious and profitable revolu- 
tion.”] — Thefe, fir, are furely lufitcient certifi- 
cates of my behaviour, and of the proceedings of 

that 
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that revolution} and whatever the houfe may 
think of them, will remain an overtoiling appro- 
bation of my conduit from thofe perions who alone 
employed, me, ,and whofc fen ant I was. Nay, 
fir, there are even thofe in the grave, who, if 
they were alive would teftify my Its vices. A tote 
mimfter (lord Chatham) 'whofc abilities have been 
an honour to his country, and whom this houfe will 
ever, revere, will, I am lure, come to your bar, 
and not only jell you how highly he thought of 
my lervices at that time, but alfo w hat his opinion 
is now. * I am, however, fure, that I Iliad htve 
juftice done me by the enquiry of thofe men who 
are likely to be appointed to go to India to regulate 
thealfairsof that country. Then, fir, may come 
from that part of the world, v a full jitft'ficatio 1 of 
.my conduct. Here I muft beg leave to ic da 
part of my tote fpeech. [Here his lordlhip road a 
part of a letter and of his tote fpeech, made cn the 
30th March 15172, Hating the acquifitions he had 
obtained for the company and the public.] — After 
thefe fervices I, thought at leaf! I might have en- 
joyed my fortune uninterrupted, and unenvied by 
thofe not lo rich as myfelf. [Here his Iordfhip 
then read another letter from cue company which 
contained in a fironget; manner than any of the 
precceding Oiies, a full and ample commendation 
and approbation^ rdl his proceedings this letter 
v as di reified to his lorddjip, and dated die 4th of 
March 1767.] 

- , Upon my arival, fir, in England a lecond time, 
a committee of the directors w aited upon me, to 
defire to know w hen I would receiv e the congra- 
tulations of, the direction. I accordingly waited 

upon 
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upon them it their court in Lcadcnhnll ftreet , and 
the chairman, at a very lull court, addreflbd me 
in the words contained in tins letter (when his 
lordlktp read ) A hele, fir, were circumftances 
certainly that gave me a full fatisfachon , and i 
ground to think that a\y condudl, in every in- 
ftnncc was appro\ ed of After fuch certificates as 
thefe, lir, am l to he bro ig! t here like a cumin J f 
nnd the \er> beft parts o* my conduft conftrued 
into enmes againft the lt^te ? Is this the reward 
that is now he’d out to per ons who havu perform- 
ed fuch important fervicea to their country > It it 
is lir, tl u future confcqucnees tint w ill attend the 
txccutien of any important uuft, commuted to the 
ptrlons who have the care of it, will b* iiial in- 
deed , and I am fure the noble lord upon the 1 rea- 
iury bench, whole great humanity and abilities I 
re cr, would nc\er Imc confuntcd to, the rclolu- 
t ui s that palled the other night, if he had thought 
oil the dreadful confequenc s that would attend 
them Sir, I cannot fvv, that I uther lit or rell 
eaty wnen 1 find by tlru cMeiiitve relolut on, that 
all I hove in the worki is co ltifcated, .and that no 
on<. will tile my iecumv for a dulling J nefir, 
ii , nu. dreadful pprdiuihons to reiram under, 
a J 1 c-nnot hok yp>n my it If but as a bankrupt 
i\othmpm» ovfl, s n l nnlh inable to give any 
1 ant) vi lie tl ek i^folut irs are [ ending Su.ii, 
fir, i, tn" matron I am m I havv not; any thing 
left which I can rail my own, except m\ paternal 
Omneol five bundle l pounds. per annum, 
wli ch 1 as been m the family fir nnqy n^s gift 
But up n this I an content to live ard p„rl ips l 
Ihall find more re^l content of mu d and happinels, 

than 
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than in the trembling afflin'ncc of an unfcttled for- 
tune. But, lir, I muft make one more obierva- 
ticn, that if the definition of the honourable gen-, 
tlemap (general Burgoyde) and of tins houfe,’ is", 
thatjhe itate, as exprelfed in thefe refolutions, is, 
qua ad hrt y the company, then, fir, -every farthing 
tfiat I enjoy is granted to me. But to be called, 
after fixteen years have etapfed, to account for my 
conduct in this manner, and after an uninterrupted 
enjoyment of my property, to have been que (Hon- 
ed and conlidered as obtaining It unw arrantably, 
is hatd indeed ! and a'treatmenc I iliould not think 
ihe'Britiili fenate capable of.’ But if it Ihould be 
the cafe, I»hav6 a confcious 'innocence within me, 
that tells me my conduit is irreproachable. Fra?gas 
ticn fiettts. * ' 

They may take from me what I have •, they 
may, as they think, make me poor, but I will be 
happy ; 1 mean not this’ as my defence, though I 
have done for the prefcnt. : My defence will be 
made at the.bar; and bcforc'I fit do*vn, 1 have 
one requelt to make to the* houfe,* “ that when 
they come to decide upon my honour, they will not 
forget their own." 

Now that the noble lord had triumphed over all 
hisaccufcrs and enemies in the fenate, and fccured 
his immenfc arquifidons againft all the efforts of 
combined v.rulenceand indignation ; his plan^vas 
• to finiftj on the fight of Clermont's ruins, the new 
trophy of his tafte and fumptuoufnefs, and to make 
in the houfe of commons a formidable party, tom- 
*pc£Ld of creatures intruded inro the leg filature, 
with the engines of corruption and bribery, on 

condition 
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condition of paflive obedience to the didlatts of 
their leader. 

The following is an exadt copy of one of his lord- 
Ihip’s agent’s letters to an intriguing lady of a 
venal borough in Shroplhire, and to* a ihrewd 
burgher ,of the fame place, with their anfwers. 

Madam, 

“ As you have given feveral proofs of your fkill 
and dexterity in elections, and the influence you 
have on Mr. S — ,'and his friends, is vlcII known ; 
1 am commiffioned by the right honourable lord 

■ , to folicit your intereft in behalf of two 

friends of his lordlhip, whom he has defigned can- 
didates for your borough. There, is no need to 
tell you, that he has power to ferve you and your 
family, end I dare fay, you do not doubt of his 
inclination to embrace the firll opportunity. There 
will be at the next general election, a full fcope for 
the exertion of your talents, and of his lordihip’s 
gratitude, without offending your delicacy. His. 
great ellates in the country of Salop, and hisgreat 
connections in India, will enable him to provide 
amply for your cldeft fon, either at home or 
abroad ; befides.fome donation you 'have a right to 
expeft for your trouble and activity. Offers of 
money, ever fo indirect, mult.be made with cau- 
tion ; and Mr. p — , who is known to be in ano- 
ther gentleman’s inured, mult be kept in igno- 
rance ot this overture. 1 doijiot pretend to direft, 
a lady cf your judgment and* lagacity j your for- 
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mer fuccefs and management are a {ufficient proof 
of both. J. beg the favour of' an anfwer,' and am* 

Madam, Your’s, &c.*’ 

P. S. I wrote by the fame poft to Mr. E— * — n, 
your friend. 1 his is the anCw er. 

SIR, 

**I am much obliged to you for your compliments, 
and flattered with your good opinion* Though X 
have been applied to from a certain quarter, you 
may ealily guefs at, with proposals very advanta- 
geous tojny family, I promtfe you, to Uc the Itttla 
’ lemale influence I have over my ftubborn huiband 
and his bottle companions, to convert them to the 
intereft of the new candidates recommended by his 
lordlbip. They talk of a new penal bill agatnft 
corruption, fro»n the punifhment of which I hope 
my fex will fereen me. I do not doubt of his lord- 
ihip’s power, and the lalltime I faw him, he cx- 
prefied a defire to ferve my family, which I can- 
rot difbekevc, confident with his honour and vera- 
. city. In regard tB mv'clf, I leave that fecoml 
coufidoraiion to his !o r d imp’s gencrofity. I lhall 
aft with prudence and caution, though thefe vir- 
tues arc not the characterises of women. I do 
r.oc dcfpair to gain to our party Mr. P — , though 
1 think, proper, as you do, not to acquaint hmi 
■■.with the- mafleed batteries which his lordfiiip in- 
tends to play, rill within, the eve of the goldtn ex- 
plofion ; as he is a vain pofinye man, who would 
not have the name of being led by any other wo- 
Yql. IV. 4. A mart 
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man but his wife. You will hear fcon further from 
y owe humble fetvant, 

Catherine — 

The letter to the burgher - was conceived in the 
follow ing terms, _ ^ 

SIR, - 

“ Lord — having been informed that your 
friend did not fulfil his engagements to you and the 
other conftituents of your borough at the laft elec- 
tion ; his lordfhip has directed me to offer his in- 
terefl; for the place you had applied for, if you 
will renounce your former connexions, and fup- 
port his friends at the next general elc Aron. Who 
they are, you will foon know, provided'jou engage 
for them. Though you were of oppefite parties, 
Mr. S — , and you at the late conceit,* I wifii you 
would row act m concert, as his lady tO f whom I 
have wrote by this port, -to the fame purpofe, isa- 
twzingly clever in the art of canvaffing,’ and is a 
compIc.it miftrefs of the art of perfuafion, if fup- 
potted by ftdl more convincing arguments. 1 Lee 
xnc know if you'approve of this coalition/ which 
I think mu ft forward our defign. She likts, as 
you know, a little homage and flattering ; no man 
of lentc thinks it beneath ’him to’ pafs foflie com- 
pliments on a woman, who is pleaftd ( to' be com- 
plimented on her charms and underfthnding, when 
he compaifes his end, by this infinuation. I flrall 
be with you very foon, and hope to fpencl with 
you a cheat ful evening. 4 1 think it is more prudent 
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not to acquaint cur friends with m\ coming, as 
the- knowledge of my arrival may difconcert our 
mealjres and fet the borough into an uproar. I 
vvifli we could gam Mr. P — , bur i am afraid, he 
is fo bigotted to vhu he calls the old caufe, that 
I Tlmoddefpair of fuccefs. A line from you will 
greatly oblige. Sir, 

Your friend, and humble lervanr.’* 

i 1 

To this- letter the following anfwer was returned, 

v SIR, 

( “ I have perufed your letter with great attention, 
and was 1 certain lord — would net diiappomt 
me as my pretended friend, and fulfil the promife he 
has authorifedjou to make, J am nrcumfhnced m 
fuch a manner, that I fhould not hefitate ta fecre 
him with the utmad of my pow^r. Bur I have fo 
often experienced the futthty of great men’s often- 
tatious ofiers, after they have obtained through 
'their canfhtuents, what they with for, th n t rtihy 
I am become. an,*unbchever As for ufing his tn- 
tereft, without doing it effectually, this will not 
be t an acknowledgment adequate to my trouble and 
my expectations I ihall not engage till I have at 
Icaft the certainty of an equiv ncut, in calc, his 
lprdfinp do-s roC furceed for the pace As for 
£vlrj$. S — , I dare fay, I will find jio gr<.at difii^ul 
ty in b^ing with heron the larpe terms as \ e were 
b fore the. late coDtcd. I know ner perf ebly well, 
and th- motives by which ihe is aftuated, which 
are felfifhnefs and vanity. However, I allow flic 

may 
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m»y be ufeful,' having a great deal of art and sd- 
drefs. It isimpoffible fujr'me to fettle any plan of- 
operations before 1 fee you ; the fooper the better ; 
but I . mutt beg you wil) tell plainly t his Jard- 
fhtp, I will not take a (ingle ftep in. theraffair, till 
I have ntfiie than words to depend upon. Though 
my friend has negleCted mo, I think he wan'd do 
g'ad to come around, if I would tru&i him again. 
In the meantime, if he complies wirhj my demands, 
he may be fure 1 (hall carry, the election p£ his 
friends , as I have already taken- _fuch meafures as 
v. ill baffle all the efforts of my opponents. . i-** 

' I am, Sir,iYour humble fervant.i 
i ( . . , « R.f-B— 

‘ > f t ' t* t >. \> t f ' 

• Theft letters* indicate (efficiently the means his 
lordfiup’s agents ulcd to bring into p&rhament'his 
lncmls 1 and dependents. Though his i fpeculati-x 
ons were chiefly dirc&Qd to projects- ofipower and 
ambit jon,’ even the profpedl of thefe defired ob- 
jects could not divert his melancholy thoughts, 
nor conquer a dejedtion of fpirits, which a variety 
of cxcurfions and companies were ineffectual to 
remove. His lordfhip had found formerly a tran- 
fient gratification witfy demireps ; he was remark- 
ably (ond of cards, and took a particular delight 
in feeing the fuperb ftructure which .he had erect- 
ed/ gradually fitted up'for his reception ; butiit 
feenicd as if all his fenfes bad been palled bv frac- 
tion, and cnrrni had befieged-all the avenues ter 
plenfure and enjoj menf. “ What is the mattery 
(laid to him one dav Hr. W n, one of his in- 

timate friends and confidents) jou are of late be- 
cume fo penfive, fci taciturn, and fo abfent, that 

nothing 
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nothing *. Teems " to entertain and araufe you.” 
“ Thai's true, (anfwered his lordlhip) all worldly 
grandeur can no longer contributejo my happj- 
nefs { no plealures can procure me a momentary 
fatisfaftTon ; no object ever fo alluring can 
tempt and Simulate my defires. I am like a foli- 
tary being" amidft routs and aflemblies, and it 
feetns as it 1 my exiftencc was a burthen. My bad 
flate of health, may make this iinprcflion on my 
mind;tl«try to overcome this fadnefs, which I 
am afraid will become habitual ; and if I drive 
ngainft Nature to bechearful, I foon relapfe into 
my former torpor.” “ You mull not (replied his 
friend) indulge this difpofition : go ro Bath, or to 
Spa, there you will find fomc new objects to re- 
create and entertain >ou.” “ I have tried all that 
to no purpofc, (faid* his lordfiiip) and I have 
found no_ more relief in public diverfions, than/m 
the preferiptions of my phyficians.” 

It domeltic felicity is the greateft blcfiing that 
a man can enjoy in this world, no man was in this 
refpefr' more fortunate than Lord Clive. His 
lady, who was a pattern of conjugal afFcdtion, 
with all the endeasing accomplilhments that could 
command mutual love, refpedt, and attention, 
ufedalitthe means which her ingenious folicitude 
and tendernefs fuggefted , her, to amufc, divert, 
and folaqe her, gloomy lord, in thclc ficquenr re- 
turns of Uadnefs and dejc&ion.. Hb eldeil fon, a 
young gentleman of a'prpmifing genius and dilpo- 
lulon, was coming to-tbat age, which had engaged 
his noble father to fecure him a feat in the fenare ; 
and’his fccond fon and daughters anfwered equally 
alibis defircs and his expectations ; >er, the com- 
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fort he received from a family fo generally agreea- 
ble and dutiful ,r could not difpel the heavy clouds 
hanging upon his brow. l k * r 

Thotigh the parliamentary enquiry into the no- 
ble lord’s conduct had not anfvvered the cxpedla- 
tiens at his adverfaries, the retrofpeft of his lord- 
fhtp’s civil and military tranfa&ions for^ twenty 
years part, had exhibited him ro the. nation, for- 
merly pre-poifefied with high notions of his war- 
like exploits, and his upright adminiftration in 
the Bengal provinces, as a mm fortunate, not 
fldllful in the field ; as a rapacious oppreflor, not 
a generous conqueror, -and a fricnd'ta” his i coun- 
try; asafeverc defpot, not the man; vjhomftead 
of govern’ng the Britilh fubjebts and ..{he natives 
*v,ith moderation and equity, 'had banilhed, pjfcr- 
fecuted, and ruined. divers brave and' experienced 
officers; and faithful fervants of the’ company.’ A 
man \of his proud and afpiring fpirir, who ha'd 
fivayed ov cr In Joftan, depofed and redo red love- 
rcigus at plcafme, and been ufed to the eaftern ho- 
mage of the deified potentates of Afia,' to have been 
reduced to the humiliation of confefiing; 1 that he 
had been toiccd to ufe the art§ of villainy', to'de- 
fear the infidious 'arts' of a villain; in order 
to palliate the moll nefarious aft 1 of perfidy, 
could not be C'ilous to the univerfal odium, filch a 
d U" fateful apology 'muft have vdkdlcd On his 
ch iracler. He nmv faw himfclf nor only 'con- 
founded in a free date with theclals of his fellow* 
fijhjvCCs, but even he could not 'del-iie, fiom the 
lav our and indulgence of .the legilbtiTre, a grain 
of puohc ailo.vantc for the horrid fcenes’of cruel- 
ties md depredations committed in the penmfutn 
of Ir.du under his fatvfliou. Thcfe reproaches 



daily multiplied in the public prints, and proba- 
bl) a kewD remorlc of the crimes, fpggeded b\ an 
immoderate ambition, poifoned all his happinefs 
and tranquiht) . 

A man of honour and veiacit} ; who held are- 
fp eft able comtuiflum in the military femee of the 
company, has given me perfntfiion to pubhfhthe 
cop> of a letter, whief) he wrote to his Iordlhip 
fome daj s after he repeated the famous fpeech, 
made lor him in the Houfe o f Commons. It is 
verbatim tranfenbed from that cop} . 

u My Lord, * 

“ I forgive errors, but never forgive injuries. 
Though, you have cfcaped tie pivufln ent ot 
deeds, the very report or wh ch con 1 not be 
made by Colonel Burgouie, vithout the llrongclt 
marks of ‘‘bhorrence and indignation, ) ou Will re- 
main a biased, monu nent of the- legiflature’s cle- 
mency, inilcad of having b"cn made an example 
of its juftiqe. This great inqpeft of the nation, 
though pot pro luftqe of the fatisfaction the in 
jured and opprdkd had a right to e v pcft > has, 
however, opened the e\es of the public, and 
brought don n tho mighty conqueror of PlalLi , 
and his confederates, on rho level with a trmg of 
fiee hooters, and lavLfs peculators If }oa 
claim the prptcftum of >our ranhagainft m\ re 
fentn enr, you give up the charaftcrof an cfficey, 
who admits no Inch futile diftmftions, whenever 
the honour of both parties is concerned for 
apf)l)iog to the laws of m\ countrv for redrefs, 
the difpant) of ) our fortune and mine gives me 
little hopes ot fuch a reparatio i, as is confident 

wi h 
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with my wrongs and my feelings. You have loft 
you; reputation, mine is unfuilied ; yet as a ttuc 
ibldicr, who fcoms to avail him fell of this differ- 
ence, cflcntial as it is, I 'feck' for ‘revenge in the 
fame manner, as If I had to deal with an honoura- 
blc aggreflor* After this condefccnfion, I think 
you cannot, without additional ihame, refufe to 
comply with m> dcfircs. * 

” ' . ' Your’s, See." . 

His lord/hip did not'anfvver’this letter, as the of- 
fended party had aright'to expedt ; but it ( v\as a 
new fubjedt of mortification to bC'clutlChgcd and 
upbiaided with fuch alpcrity, by an officer who . 
had been difmilVcd' the * compan/s fcrvicc with, 
circumftanccs of ignominy, by the exprefs com- 
mand of the noble ruler of the Bengal piovinccs. 

Indeed, if Lord Clive-had been oblige!! to fight 
with all lusadvafarics,’anil to give fatisladtion as a 
military man to all thefe whom' he had injured and 
tfiftrefled, his nobilitated blood might have often 
attoned as a facrjfice-to their unmet itett difafters, 
and the difgraceful ofpeifibns which his loidiliip 
had thrown againftmenof tr fpotlefs honour and 
unfuilied character. Thefe reproaches, and the 
account he had been frequently called to, by many 
faithful fervants'of the company, difearded through 
the illiberal lliggcftions ot- the noble lord, whillt 
-inverted with the fupremc civil and military authori- 
ty, humiliating as they were, might haveintime di- 
miniihed the fenfe of their flmpnefs and acrimony, «- 
had npt his atnbitious defigns been continually 
thwarted by his rivals in opulence and power. 
Thc-iuimenfe fums he lavifhed in concerted- elec- * 

• „ , tions 
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honsjs almofUn credible ; and indeed, one could 
hot eafiiy account for tWo millions of money ro- 
duced to a landed eftate, the revenue of which is 
computed at feventeen thoufand pounds per ann. 
without being well informed that part of this trea- 
fure was diverted through the channels of bribery 
and corruption, to enflave the conftituerks of rot- 
ten bofougbsj and form a parliamentary phalanx 
of his creatures, to aft for and againlt government, 
as his lordfhipYprivate views and intereft Ihould 
direft. The moft exaft calculation I have heard 
of his lofdlhip’s yearly expences, and of the mo- 
ney he paid tor the purchafes of his landed eC- 
tales, will be. clearly afeertained, It is generally 
known, that his lordlhip was much- incumbered 
before his laft voyage to Ifidja, v>hich was thd 
principal motive of his foliating an uncontrouled 
command over the peninfula of India, which had 
never been trufted to any governor of the Eaft In- 
dia company’s fettlemetits before him. The know- 
ledge he had acquired of the wealth of the country, 
and the plan of exatfions and monopolies he had 
formed, could not fail of rendering him the rich- 
eft fubjeft in Europe, in money and in fpecie, 
within the fpace of two years only, that the noble 
prefident remained rhe leal fovereign of Indoftan. 
Indeed, he was candid enough to declare, fince his 
laft return, home, that his fortune had been made 
cafy, through the favour and { confidence of the 
company. Confequently, he rauft have reckoned 
the ium which he thought home the time before, 
a fmall reward for his eminent fervices. 

Wa 
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W c ihall fairly ihte thefe enormous funis 25 
folio vs 

The golden lain els of Plafley, inclu- 
ding the plunder of the depofed 
nabob, after the revolution in 
Bengal - - 

Brought home the fecond tune in cafli 
and jew els 

Sum total - - 2,000,000 

The> early revenue of his Iqrdfhip's 
jaghire, which he enjoyed eleven 
years - 30,000 

Making in that fpace of time the fum of 330,000 

Spm total - - 2,330,000 

Which fum is thus accounted for 
His lordlhip’s yearly expences rcc 
koned 50,000 1 during eleven 

years - 550,000 

Purchafes of landed elfotcs - ■’ - 600,000 

Buildings, repairs, and improvements 300,000 
Eledtions 1 L 50,000 

lawyer's fees and fuits - - 60,000 

Spent before his laft voyage to India, 

in extravagance and eledhon 9 - 700,000 

Sum total - - 2,260,000 

Remains unaccounted for - 60, coo 


£> 

700,000 

1,400,000 


IIlS 
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His lordfliip'a ambition was of late chiefly di- 
rected towards the (Way which' he endeavoured to 
obrain in the county of Salop, his native country ; 
and the borough of $hrew(bury, which he in- 
tended to make his property, in excluding whotn- 
foever fliould prefume ro Solicit the votes of the 
conftitucnts, without his nomination, was the 
place where centered the flcilful manoeuvres of 
his indefatigable agents. Unfortunately for the 
noble lord, a gentleman of great property, and 
different principles, watched with afliduous atten- 
tion over the independency of part of the electors, 
and rcfolvcd to try the iflue of a contcftcd election 
againft his opponent, and to beat him on his own 
ground. This unforefeen attack, though confi- 
dered as a daring intrufion by his lordlhip, added 
much to the natural perturbation of his mind, as 
he was fenfible his antagonift was formidable and 
ipirited,' confequcntiy not likely to rclinquilh his 
claims, as he had nothing ro hope or fear from the 
benevolence of refentment of Lord Clue'. 'Ano- 
ther consideration which chagrined his lordfhip, 
was, the probability of. undermining an intcrelt 
tvhichhc had eftabliihed with great trouble and 
.expences, and if'oncc taken from him, might 
perhaS never be recovered by himfclf, or his po- 
fferity. This contcft, which was afterwards car- 
ried on, onbothfides with reciprocal fpirir and per- 
verance,. gi\ e occafion to' the' following dialogue 
betwixt one of his lordffiip's agents and anattorney 
o£Shrewlbury. 


Agent. 
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Agent I am commiffioned to wait upon you, 
fir, with lord Clives compliments, who experts 
you will fupporc his mtereft at the next general 
eledhon with the fame Ipirit and adlivi y as you 
did formerly, efpecrally as his lordfhip fulfilled his 
promifes to his honour and y our advantage 

Attorney I fuppofe his lordfhip ddos not think 
the lafijjuft rewards for my fcrvices binding at all 
future elections, and if my lord expedls I will ex- 
ert my influence over my friends m his behalf, 
furely he rre»ns to pay ire in return a proper com-., 
pliment. All obligations on cither fidcare cancel- 
led, as it was nothing but a rcciprocality of good 
offices we muff have a new comraft, fince expe- 
rience has taught me never to depend on the mere 
aflu ranees and profefled good intentions, cfpecially 
from great men, who think a little place once ob- 
tained through their favour, dan never be fuffict- 
ently acknowledged, by the perfon who has got 
it 

Af*ent Indeed, I hive no inftrudhons from his 
lordpup to make you any 1 other offers, but the con- 
tinuation of his fncndfhip. I believe, you may rely 
on his gencrofity, as he is known to be an excel- 
lent pay matter to all the managers of ehdtions r 
employed by hts particular dcfirc. A tnflle will 
not flop him in his career, and he commonly car- 
ries his point co i/e que ante 

Attorney All thiswill notdo for me , hislord- 
flirp has now an opponent equally formidable by 
his weaitn ai d power , if I ferve him, I am certain * 
v e will bo a great friend to me and my family, I 
earner rt c up the acquifittcn of fuch a client, 

with- 
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without being munificently rewarded forfuch a fa- 
cnfice. , 

The confutation er,ded here, and the lawyer 
who >vas fufgedted of double dealing, loft his an- 
cient patron, and coufd. not inhnuate himfelf into 
the good graces ofjfhe new candidate. 

Though his lordihip was returned the fitting 
member, fo many ; circumftances of the unfair and 
illegal means he had ufed togain a majority of votes. 
Mere to be ftated by his opponent, refolved to peti- 
tion tfie houfe, that lord Clive defpamng to main- 
tain a Je^t in the legdlature, for which feveral of 
the conftituents had bartered their birth right ; 
with the aprehenfions of being again expo fed in the 
face of the fenate, before whom his public conduct 
had been of late fo feverely arraigned, could not 
bear the idea of a new parliamentary enquiry, which 
ht was fenfible rauft prove cfifgraceful to him, and 
declare him unduly “elected for the very borough, 
furrounded with his eftates arid 'dependents. Lf- 
fedtivcly the decifion of the committee appointed 
by the houfe of- common*:, who declared after his 
lordlhip’4 deatJTithq petitioner the legal member, 
proved that his /ears yvejc well grounded. 1 Tver 
fince his lqrdfhip was.fonvipced ] that his competi- 
tor muft triumph at laft, m this conteft , he grew 
ftill more. fullen and melancholy than before. The 
fociety of his moft mtnpate frierds could not force 
even a faille from his dejedted countenance even 
at tinges he indulged his gloomy ideas to that poinr, 
tljat he du^ faun hisown family • With this depref- 
fion of mind, his health growing daily more im- 
paired, he funk under jjfie weight of tilde compli- 
cated gifinftjons, His lordfaip was perfeadrd by 
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However lie played but two games, after whicft 
his friends took their leave on account of the vifible 
agitation and perplexity of his mind As foon as 
they were gone, he threw himfelf on a fofa, where 
he remained till near twelve o'clock, having prc- ' 
vioufly declared to his lady that he wilhed to be 
alone. However, her ladylhip growing uneafy, 
(he entered the room, and tried to perfuade him 
to eat fomething before he went to,bed. He dnnk 
a glaft of wine and water, and ft id, he dreaded ro 
go to bed, as he was certain to find there neither 
reft nor comfort , he at laft yielded to his lady's 
intreaties, and retired to his bed chamber , the 
fervant who updrelTed him and laid in an anti- 
chamber adjacent to his lordlhip s room, heard hiiya 
breathing all mghc in pain and agony. On the laft 
fatal day December, 'of his unhappy exift nee on 
this planatory world, his lordlhip got up at his 
ofu^l hour, whtch was about nine o'clock m tha 
winter, and having walked tn his nightgown, from 
one apartment to the other with vifible mirks of a 
great perturbation of mind , fomstimes ablqrbed 
in meditation, at o'her intervals opening a cheft o£ 
drawers and looking at divers bundles of papers, 
till about eleven o'clock, that his lordlhip drank a. 
difli of tea without taking any other food mdre 
fubftantial. Betwixt twelve and one ochck he 
received another* vi lit from the great lawyer hi* 
ftietid and counfcllor, and remained alone an hour 
in cloft, converlation with him. When ne was left 
alone, he continued in the fame agnation, as feme 
ofTus ftrvants obferved when he rang the bell to 
give orders, which he countermanded in an mftanc 
afterwards During this time his lordlhip's coach 
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was waiting for him at his door, accccrding to his 
direction j it was then near three o’clock j his 
\alet-de-chambre was waiting to drefs his matter, 
who had retired into h’.s water-dofet with a tharp 
razor found afterwards laying on the ground by 
him. 

As none but the fupreme fearcher of the hearts 
can judge of the motived of human aftions commit- 
ted in privacy, wedo not prefume to afeertain whe- 
ther it was a fit of infanity or through hurry and in- 
experience in the art of Oiaving himfelf, that he un- 
fortunately cut the jugular vein. » His fall was 
heard, and he was found weltering in his blood, 
without fymptoms of life Shocked as the firft 
difeoverer of this tragedy was, at the horrid fight, 
he had the prudence to difpatch onc'ofthe fervants 
to one of his lordftiip's phyficiant, as by his matter's 
orders. 

. The doftor, equally amazed and terrified at 
the exhibition of the lifclefs corpfc, faid, His 
lordfhip wants now art undetakcr, not a phyfi- 
cian ; and, after a few quctlions relating to the 
circumttanccs which preceded this cataftrophe, he 
retired. The houfe being all in an uproar and 
contternation, it was impoffiblc to conceal this fa- 
tal deed from the family : how it was contrived to 
avoid the difgraceful inejuifition of the coroner, 
and how further proceedings were flopped, in re- 
gard to this unhappy affair, is too delicate and 
nice point lor me to diicufs. When the under- 
taker came to put the corpfc into the coffin, he 
was reprimanded for his curious infpedtion. His 
lordfhip’s remains were carried in great privacy, 
and dtpofited in the family vault at handover, 

near 
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near Shrewsbury. . His lordihip had difpofed by 
will of his real and perfonal cllatcs in the follow- 
ing manner : to his eldeft fon, the prcfcnt Lord 

Clive, riiember of parliament for in Shrop- 

Ihire, feventecn thoufand pounds a year in landed’ 
eftates, „bcfidcs the overplus anting from his lord- 
Ihip’s jagheer, after having paid two thoufand 
pounds a year to Lady Clive, with the enjoyment^ 
during her ladyfiiip’s life, of Walcot, near Ei- 
ihop’s, Cattle, for her country rcfidcncc ; thirty 
thoufand pounds to each of his two daughters, and 
fix thoufand a year to his youngeft fon, betides 
confiderable legacies to fcvcral of his friends 'and 
dependants. 

. If the reader thinks wc have animadverted too 
fevercly on his lordihip’s military character and 
public tranft&ions, the records of the Houfe of 
Commons, -and the report of Colonel Burgoyne, 
chairman of -the committee of enquiry into the 
Eatt-India affairs, will fliow, that we have been 
actuated neither bv rancour, nor prejudice. We 
are lorry, that in fuch a complication of matters, 
which did not come to hand in a proper time to 
be placed in a regular order, according to- the 
dales ; divers repetitions occur in the courfe of 
the Narrative, which is’ not perhaps lo well con- 
needed that* in a woik lefs voluminous, in. 
which the thread is not inturupted by a multipli- 
city of tranfidtions, Kttcis, and memorials, 
which could not be omitted confidently with our 
pro mile of giving a full information of the India 
affairs, in a'lwtrolpcdt of twenty years. We'can 
fay, with truth, that, notwjrh Handing the illibe- 
ral jud unprecedented cihicitin of this perform- 
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ancc, after the publication of the firft volume, ic 
is fuller of matter and implication, and infi- 
nitely cheaper than all the books publifhed of late 
years on India affairs ; and whoever refides in that 
country, or has any connection at home or abroad 
with the company, will be fcnfible of its utility. 

We cannot conclude without acknowledging, 
that lord Cliv e had acquired a thorough knowledge 
of the genius, manners, laws, cuftoms, and reli- 
gions, of the Gentoes, and the Mahometan ufurp- 
ers, their oppreflbrs, having obferved with the mi- 
nutell attention the radical vices of their govern- 
ment, the weak proofs of their power, and the 
advantages of the European military difeipline, in 
overturning this fupcrftrufture, the Eaft-India 
companv, who had delegated the fupreme, civil, 
judicial, and military power, to his lordfliip, in 
the extenfive dominions of Bengal, might have 
tempted any other man of the lame wealth and 
influence, to make himfelf an independent fovc- 
rcign of part of the rich pemnfula of India, af- 
liftcd by the mogul and the nabobs, who had con- 
ceived the higheft opinion of his lordfhip’s abili- 
ties, and were reftored by his authority to their 
refpedtive dominions. This is an inihnee of his 
lordfhip’s moderation, which does not feem fo 
'con fill ait with his ambitious vie .vs. 


FINIS. 
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Balia t an extraordinary allowance to the army 
when abroad in the field, or in any country where 
garrifon provifions arefcarce. 

Bazar 3 a daily market. 

Bite', a leaf, ufed by the Indians in the man- 
ner of tobacco. 

' Tiramia, a priefl. 

Buckjhecy treafurer to the mogul. 

Bitndtr, a cuftom-houfe. 

Buxy, apay-mafter. 

Calarree , a fait- work. 

. c <LWn> fixteen puns of cow ries, equal to nearly 
eight-pence of Englilli money. 

CLiman, fine flacked lime. 

CkcUy, a guard ; alfo a place appointed for the 
receipt of cuftoms. 

Cboktydaty the officer of a guard. 

Cbcp, a fmall feal, on which is engraved the 
name of the, mogul, and the year of the hegyra. 

Choultry 3 an open houfe for all travellers, the 
fame as the Turkifli caravanfcra. N 

Cbout, pioperly a fourth, but commonly ufed 
to exprefs the tribute which the Mjrattas claim, 
and raife on all the governments *''' » 

ClMar, an attendant, vvhofc offit'J^s“to carry 
ineflages, and to proclaim the approach of vifi- 
tors, 8c c. " i 

Ctrcar, a general name for the government, or 
perfons concerned in the adminiftration. 

CojfretSy is now become the general name for 
all Negroes which are brought to India fiotn the 
Cape, the Coaft of Guinea, or any other part of 
ntfica. 

' e r CtUatics , 
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Colkries , inhabitants of the woods under the 
government of the Polygars. 

Cooley, a labourer of any hind. 

Cofs , a little more than two miles. 

Co jtlt, a protedtion- 

Ctxzric , a lliell which paffes for money in the 
province of Bengal, the 160th part of t penny. 

Qltwal, an inferior officer of the police, whofc 
bufinefs is to try and decide petty mifdemeanors 1 
within a ceitain diftridt. 

D at idee, a waterman, or rower. 

Detol, a broker. 

Dewan, the fecond officer in the province, whole 
bufinefs is to fuperintend the lands and collections. 
Alfo the ftewards of any man of rank. 

Dooley, a woman’s chair, fomewhat like a fedan. 

Durbar, the court of a Mogul prince, or place 
where they meet in council. 

Dufiuck , an order, or ordinance. 

Fir mar, or PblrmaunJ, a patent, or paper figned 
by the mogul. < 1 

* Gentoo, or Zctitco, Indians, idolaters. 

Gqviaftabf, ,n agent, or fadtor. 

wlrolefome market, principally for 
grain. '-R' 

Hunt, a market on dated days. 

Hazarree , a commander of gummen, literally a 
commander of a-thoufand. 

flegyra, the Mahometan tern. ( ; 

Jageer, or jaghijc, a territory of domain 
granted for a particular ufe, either to maintain a 
number of troops, or keep a fort in repair, and 
fometimes a penfion. 

, * Jemindar, 
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Jemidar, or Zemidar , ofliccrs of horfc or foot, 
and fomenmes people of rank employed 'tboutthCgg 
perfons of the great 

Ktlhdar, a goi ernor of a forr. 

Lack, of rupees, about 12,500k 

jifataid, a triable weight, at Bengal 761b. at 
Surar 3711b. in Perfia the Taberefe roaund is only 
fix pounds. 

M r br, or gold Mhor, a gold coin, north from 
12 to 15 rupees 

JMoonJhlc, a fecretar) for tl c Perfian language. 

Mom, the Mahometans, improperly to called. 

Nab*b> (properly nawab, being the plural ot 
naib) a title given to ei cry perfon of noble rank* 

H y pre eminence it is generally ufed to figmfy the 
Nazin . 

Naib, adeput), 

Nazim, the firll officer of a province, m whofe 
hand the executive power is lodged, is ufu- 
all), for dlftm&icn, filled the nabob. v 

OmrahSf Privy counfcllors , v men of the firll: 
rank m the empire. 

Paddy, rice in the hulk. f - „ 

Panada, an Indian temple. *• ' 

Pagoda, a coin paid by the coriVstmy at eight 
Shillings, but mtrtnfically worth liven fiuilings 
and eight pence 

Palankeen , a bed, fupported b\ a wooden or 
nprv franc of fix. feet long-, and near three feet 
oro id, fattened at each end with crofs ftichs to a 
l unboo fifteen feet long, which forms an ar<;h, 
over the palankeen, or Led, and is covered with 
a tanop\ of cloth. 

Pci) agar a. 
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1 Paragana, any diftriCt of countrj. 

Parfees, worfliippcrs of fire. ^ 

Patamar, a potf or meflengcr, fent from phcc 
o place. " 

Peons, a nunc for the infantry of the deckan. 
Pet lab, the town lurrounding an Indian fort. 
Phcufdar , a renter, 

Pci) gar, lord of a fmall territory. 

Pun , eighty cowries, of the value of about an 
lalfpennj . 

Raja, the higheft title of the Gentoo princes. 
Ri(fa la, an independent corps ofhorle. 

Rupee, about 2 s. 5 d. 

Satieds, commiflions, or grants for particuhr 
:ountries. # 

Sardar , an officer of hoi fe. 

Seapsy, Indian foldicrs, which are cntcita.ncd, 
uul dilcipfincd by Europeans. 

Shab , the king, or emperor. 
f S/tabzada, a prince, or foil of a king* Any per- 
fon of royal extraction. 
n ^Shroff, a money-changer , or banker. 

a cpin, commonly ufed to fignify the 
rupee of thv. Bengal mints. 1 

Street, tl e tafte. 

Srpab , a rich drefs. 

Scuba, \ iccrov of one or ti\ o great prov inces. 
‘‘lank, a pond, or. pool of water. * 

Tanki, the revenue appropriated b) the mogul 
*for the maintenance of a fleet at Surat. * 

Teat, toms , drums. 
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TcpjJfes, blick foot foldicrs, defcendcd from 
Porcugueie marn mg natn cs, called topaffls bc- 
caufe thcj \vc«r hats 

Vakeel, an agent oi mmiftcr for the Moors. 

3 fjfawel!, a ftatc mt (linger 





